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Faith Lutheran Church 
Naples, Florida 

19th Weekend after Pentecost 

October 18 & 19, 2025 
 

 

Divine Service, Setting Four, Page 203 

  AS WE GATHER 

It is easy to lose heart when we do not get what we want. This is true in life and is 

even true when we bring our wants and desires before the Lord in prayer. In today’s 

Holy Gospel, Jesus speaks a parable to His disciples, who have begun to lose heart 

in their difficult journey of following Him. Through the example of the persistent 

widow and unrighteous judge, we also are encouraged to not lose heart as we 

continue to follow Jesus in faith and as we bring to the Lord in prayer all our 

desires, laments, injustices, and more, trusting in His perfect will through it all.  

 u PRELUDE                  

u ANNOUNCEMENTS  

y CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.) 
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y OPENING HYMN               “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” Page 545 

 

 

 

  

y INVOCATION   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

People: who made heaven and earth. 

y CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen. 

Service of the Word 
y GLORIA IN  EXCELSIS  Page 204 
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y SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 205  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us 

to pray and have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit 

may direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere with 

steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

u OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 32:22-30                                 

The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 

stream, and everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled 

with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not prevail against 

Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 

him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you 

go unless you bless me.” And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 

“Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 

have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 

blessed him. So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God 

face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.”  

     Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

u EPISTLE READING  2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 

sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 

with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not 

endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
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teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 

wander off into myths. But as for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do 

the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

y ALLELUIA Page 205 

 

      

  

 

                     Leader:   I tell you, He will give justice to them | speedily. * 

                                    Nevertheless,  when  the  Son  of  Man  comes, 

                                    will  He  find | faith  on  earth?   (Luke 18:8) 

  

y HOLY GOSPEL  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 Luke 18:1-8 

And He told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 

heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected 

man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 

justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 

‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering 

me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 

And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give 

justice to His elect, who cry to Him day and night? Will He delay long over them? I tell 

you, He will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 

will He find faith on earth?” 

Pastor:     This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

People:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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u HYMN OF THE DAY  

                                  “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” Page 750, vs. 1, 4, 5, 7 

 

 

 

 

u SERMON                               “The Persistent Widow” 

Pastor Bradford Hildebrandt 

                                                        Text: Luke 18:1-8 
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y NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

u OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card  

and hand it to an usher during this time.  

u OFFERTORY ANTHEM    “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” arr. by David Cherwien 

y PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

y LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
y PREFACE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for 

the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, 

we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 

Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from 

the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

y SANCTUS  Page 208 
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y WORDS OF OUR LORD  

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

y PAX DOMINI      Page 197 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

y AGNUS DEI Page 210 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION          (Please review our statement of faith inserted into the front of the hymnal.) 

At this time we invite you to come up to commune. Please note that  whoever takes 

Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation (1 Co. 11:26). If 

you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail—

simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time and you 

will receive a blessing. 
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y BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 

y SENDING HYMN                    “O Word of God Incarnate” Page 523 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

******************************************************************** 

OFFERTORY INFORMATION 
“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” is simultaneously several different things: it is a song of lament, a 

song of personal invitation, and a statement of assurance that Jesus walks alongside those who 

suffer. Eileen Guenther writes, “The slaves’ association with Jesus was of such a personal nature 

they believed Jesus accompanied them daily on their earthly journey and helped them endure its 

pains and sorrows.” Walking with God is a trope used throughout the Bible to illustrate intimacy 

with God. Enoch walked with God in Genesis 5; in Deuteronomy, the people of Israel are exhorted 

to “observe the commands of God by walking in His ways.” In Micah 6:8, the great verse of justice 

ends with walking humbly with God. In the Gospels, Jesus walks a lot – most places, in fact. When 

Jesus calls people to follow Him, they start walking with Him. In Romans, Ephesians, Hebrews, 

and 1 John, walking with Jesus is used as a mark of intimacy and faithfulness. The troubles of this 

world do not define us, but we still need Jesus. This is not our final home, but we still need Jesus. 
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