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Second Sunday in Advent
December 6 & 7, 2025

5:00 p.m., 8:00, & 11:00 a.m.
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AS WE GATHER

Months ago, people warned us that Christmas was coming. Did it help? From the days
of John the Baptist, we have been warned that the day is approaching for Christ to come
again. Are we ready? The coming One is not only the familiar Lord whom we know and
confess as Savior but also the eternal judge before whom every knee will bow. We do not
get our house in order because we are expecting guests but because we expect to be
received in our Father’s house and to be found faithful. This is why we confess our sin
and are absolved of those sins. This is why we prepare by hearing His Word and
receiving His body and blood. This is why we pray and do the works of the light before
the night comes when no one can work. We are getting ready for the day we know is
coming when we shall stand before the Lord.

- PRELUDE “Wake, Awake for Night is Flying”  setting by Jeffrey Blersch
- ANNOUNCEMENTS

| CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.)
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| OPENING HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” Page 343
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Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!

Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
His 1s no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be - fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
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So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:
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Ho - san - na to the Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

| LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE % PEACE ¢

One Advent tradition is to mark the four Sundays in Advent with four words
that encompass what Jesus brings as He comes into the world to be our Immanuel.

These four words are hope, peace, joy, and love. Today we focus on peace.

Dear Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are the light
that shines in the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray,

guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine. Amen.
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l.Can-dle glow-ing my heart know-ing, I should fol - low him;
2.Can-dle burn-ing, my heart yearn-ing for a Friend di - vine
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Je - sus lead-ing, guid -ing, plead-ing, "Let no light be dim.
to be near me, bless and cheer me, be for - ev - er mine.
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| INVOCATION

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

| CONFESS

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

| KYRIE
0

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

ION AND ABSOLUTION Page 167

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Service of the Word

Page 168

p’ 4

(& o

N ——_—

o)
(Al In
o)

peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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" and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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| SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure
minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

- OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1-10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall
bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord. And His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what His eyes
see, or decide disputes by what His ears hear, but with righteousness He shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall strike the earth with
the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of His waist, and faithfulness the belt of His loins. The wolf
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf
and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day
the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples — of Him shall the nations
inquire, and His resting place shall be glorious.

Reader: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

- EPISTLE READING Romans 15:4-13

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome
one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that
Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might
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glorify God for His mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise You among the
Gentiles, and sing to Your name.” And again it says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His
people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol
Him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to
rule the Gentiles; in Him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Reader: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

| THE ALLELUIA Page 173
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n Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

| HOLY GOSPEL

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.
Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this i1s He who was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord; make His paths straight.”” Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell
you, God 1s able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe
is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut

December 6 & 7, 2025 +}+ 5:00 p.m., 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. I« Page 7



down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He
will clear His threshing floor and gather His wheat into the barn, but the chaff He will
burn with unquenchable fire.”

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
- HYMN OF THE DAY “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” Page 352, vs. 1,2,4,6
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tru - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
4 As Your com - ing was In peace, Qui - et, full of
6 Then when You will come a - gain As the glo - rious
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
king to reign, I with joy will see Your face,
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo -1y here.
Which  is Yours e - ter - mnal - ly
Free - ly ran - somed by Your grace.
- SERMON “Sharing a Pew with a Shepherd”

Pastor Owen Duncan
Text: Romans 15:4-13
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| NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

- OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

We give Thee but Thine own, whate er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee.
Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card
and hand it to an usher during this time.

- OFFERTORY ANTHEM “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” setting by Marilyn Biery

| PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

| LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

| PREFACE
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
| SANCTUS Page 178
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f) 4
& — —
3 o o
pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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Bless - ed s He who comes in the name
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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' WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.
| PAX DOMINI Page 180
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
| AGNUS DEI Page 180
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

DISTRIBUTION

“Whoever takes Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation”

(1 Corinthians 11:26.)

If you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail — simply
cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time. For more information,
see our statement in the front of the hymnal or talk to a pastor.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor:

The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on

you and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and I+ give

you peace.
People: Amen.

| SENDING HYMN “Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying”
2
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1 "Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing" the watch-men on__ the
2 7Zi - on hears the watch - men sing - ing, and in  her heart new
3 Now let all the heavns a - dore you, let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry -  ing; "A - wake, Je - ru - sa - lem, a - rise!"
joy is spring - ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing  be - fore you with harp and cym - bal's clear - est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es and at  the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all glor - ious, the strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin - ing por - ftal, where, join - ing with the
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cry re - joic - es: "Where are the vir - gins, ure and wise?
truth vic - to -  rious. Her star's a - ris - ing ight has come!
choir im-mor -  tal, we gath - er round your ra - diant throne.
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The bride-groomcomes, a-wake! Your lampswith glad-ness take! Al - le - lu - ial
"Now, come, O  bless-ed one, Lord Je - sus,God'sown Son. Hail, ho - san - na!
No eye has seen thatlightt no ear the ech-oed might of your glo - ry;
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With brid - al care and faith's bold prayer, to meet the bride-groom, come, pre-pare!"
We an-swer all in_ joy vyour call, we fol - low to the wed - ding hall."
yet there shall we in__your vic - try sing shouts of praise e - ter - nal-ly!
POSTLUDE
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