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LWML Weekend 
 

3rd Weekend after Epiphany 

January 24 & 25, 2026 
 

Divine Service, Setting Two, Page 167 

AS WE GATHER 

The Epiphany season proclaims and celebrates the salvation of God coming into the world 

as a light shining in a dark place. Matthew quotes the prophet Isaiah predicting the 

dawning of that light into the darkness of unbelief, separation from God, sin, and “the 

shadow of death” (Matthew 4:16). That light was and is Jesus and His message: “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (v. 17). It may seem like a minor detail that Matthew 

says Isaiah’s prophetic words were fulfilled when Jesus left His hometown of Nazareth to 

live “in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali” (v. 13). Yet even this little fact testifies to 

how real the words of the Old Testament are and how they are fulfilled in Jesus, the Christ.  

Likewise, it may at times seem insignificant and even unimportant when the light of the 

Gospel is preached in our hearing and in our world today. How many of us have heard 

God’s voice directly saying, “Follow me”? Those who were baptized as infants have no 

memory of ever being apart from God or His church. The life of faith in God may just seem 

normal or even routine to us—nothing out of the ordinary. Still, our sins remind us of the 

temptation to ignore God. Like the Christians in Corinth, we have sinful pride that causes 

divisions and quarreling among us. And while that’s no different than anywhere else in our 

world, to be a disciple of Jesus means to be truly different than the world. Repentance 

means being transformed by love of God and love of neighbor. Today, Jesus truly is saying 

to you, “Repent” and “Follow Me,” even in the ordinary details of life.  

 u PRELUDE          “Serve the Lord with Gladness” Setting by Stephen P. Folkemer              

u ANNOUNCEMENTS 

u LWML MOMENT 

y CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.) 
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y OPENING HYMN             “Serve the Lord with Gladness”   
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y INVOCATION   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

y CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
y  LWML PRAYER 

Pastor: In thanksgiving to God for His mercies shown to us in Jesus Christ, and for 

the opportunities for service in His kingdom through the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League, let us speak together the LWML Pledge: 

People:  
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y GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  Page 170 
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y SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 172  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our 

infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen.  

u OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:1-4 

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time He brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time He has 

made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 

deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; You have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad 

when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the 

rod of his oppressor, You have broken as on the day of Midian. 

Reader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

u EPISTLE READING  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 

that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 

same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling 

among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I 

follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized 

none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in 

my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know 

whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 

gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 

power.  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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y THE ALLELUIA Page 173 

 

 

y HOLY GOSPEL  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

  Matthew 4:12-25 

Now when He heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee. And 

leaving Nazareth He went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled:  “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles – the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great 

light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has 

dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” While walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon 

(who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 

fishermen. And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  

Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. And going on from there He saw 

two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with 

Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called them. Immediately they left the 

boat and their father and followed Him. And He went throughout all Galilee, teaching 

in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 

disease and every affliction among the people. So His fame spread throughout all 

Syria, and they brought Him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and 

pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and He 

healed them.  And great crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and 

from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.  

Pastor:     This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
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u HYMN OF THE DAY        “The Church’s One Foundation”  Page 644, vs. 1, 2, 4, 5  

 

 

 

 
 

u SERMON                                     “A Fractured Family”  

      Pastor Donald Treglown 

        Text: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

y APOSTLES’ CREED    

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



January 24 & 25, 2026 T 5:00 p.m. & 8:00, 9:15, and 11:00 a.m. T Page 10 

u OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card  

and hand it to an usher during this time.  

u OFFERTORY MEDITATION       “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  

                                         Setting by Mark Bender 

y PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

y LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 
y PREFACE (5:00) 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 

foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. 

In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 

manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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y SANCTUS (5:00)      Page 178 

 

 

 

 

 

y WORDS OF OUR LORD (5:00) 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

y PAX DOMINI (5:00)     Page 180 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 
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y AGNUS DEI (5:00) Page 180 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION (5:00)  

  “Whoever takes Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation” 

(1 Corinthians 11:26.) 

If you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail – 

simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time. For more 

information, see our statement in the front of the hymnal or talk to a pastor. 

y BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
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y SENDING HYMN                   “Lutheran Women One and All”  

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

OFFERTORY INFORMATION 

From time to time, a hymn captures our imagination because of its simplicity and 

transparency. Such a hymn is “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light.” In singing this 

hymn, we feel the spirit of Epiphany unfold. A folk-like melody conveys a text based 

upon a wide range of scriptural allusions and biblical images. “I Want to Walk as a Child 

of the Light” communicates deep conviction and personal sincerity, while avoiding any 

hint of pretense. The first-person perspective invites the singer to join Christ, the Light of 

the World, in discipleship – a journey of faith. The second line of each stanza deepens 

this commitment. As in most gospel hymns, it is the refrain that carries the essence of its 

meaning; and indeed, it is this refrain, with its scriptural allusions that virtually quote 

from Revelation 21 and 22, that distinguishes this hymn from many earlier expressions of 

discipleship. While a deeply personal expression of piety, the poet roots her devotional 

expression firmly in Scripture, avoiding the maudlin and simplistic notions of some 

gospel songs. 
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LWML Mite Boxes 

How They Began 
Perhaps inspired by the various "cent" or "mite" 

societies of the early 1800s, the Woman's Mission to 

Woman (Baptist) urged members in its first circular 

letter in 1871 to use their new Mite Box to raise 

funds. The entire family was encouraged to 

contribute. The garnet-colored paper box had an 

opening on the top and the words, "Woman's 

Mission to Woman," in gold letters on the side. 

Over the years, many Lutheran Ladies Aid societies 

used a box to gather funds in support of local and 

synod ministries. Under the original 1928 Lutheran 

Women's Missionary Endeavor organizational plan, each woman in every congregation 

would receive a Mite Box if she participated in the Ladies Aid. Receipts from the 92 

Ladies Aid societies totaled $6651.31 in 1930. Ninety-six years later the mission grant 

goal for 2025–2027 biennium is $2,622,270.00. 

The Lutheran Women's Missionary League, formally recognized by the Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod in 1942, required by the newly adopted constitution and 

bylaws, that 25% of all missionary contributions be given to the national organization, 

shared from the districts. 

At the 1953 convention, delegates reaffirmed the policy of raising funds only through 

voluntary offerings. Instead of "mite boxes" some societies called their ingathering 

devices "blessing boxes" or "mission boxes" or "thank offering boxes." The first Mite 

Box design had space for districts to imprint local messages. In publications and 

speeches, Leaguers were reminded not to just tuck their Mite Box away out of sight and 

then on the day of the meeting take out a dollar bill, put it in an envelope and hand it to 

the secretary. Among the suggestions offered were: 

• Put your pennies in the box at the end of each day. 

• Say "thank you" with an appropriate amount whenever calamity or misfortune has 

been averted. 

• Empty all your loose change from your kitchen coin bowl into the box on meeting day. 

Throughout the decades, Lutheran women have stepped out in faith, setting goals and trusting 

God to move the hearts of His people to give generously to LWML to proclaim the Gospel. 

“And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins [mites], which make a penny” 

(Mark 12:42) 
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