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Faith Lutheran Church 
Naples, Florida 

 

Sixth Weekend After Pentecost 

July 4 & 5, 2026 
 

 

Divine Service, Setting Two, Page 167 

  AS WE GATHER 

The secular calendar seems always to try to overshadow the Church Year. The rhythm of 

the church and her time cycles apart from such holidays. We do not ignore Independence 

Day weekend and yet we do not allow it to overwhelm the Good News of Christ that 

transcends all things. Today our Lord contrasts the wisdom of the world with the hidden 

wisdom of God – something a child can discern by faith. Because our Lord has 

accomplished all things for us and our salvation, we rejoice in His easy yoke. We wait 

upon the Lord, putting our trust neither in flesh and blood nor in princes or earthly 

powers but in Christ alone. This promise of rest in Christ is given not to the few but to all 

who come heavy laden with sin, guilt, shame, sorrow, and death. No wonder the little 

child understands! Thanks be to God. 

 u PRELUDE              “God Bless Our Native Land”   Setting by Sondra K. Tucker 

u ANNOUNCEMENTS   

y CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.) 
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y OPENING HYMN                 “Before You, Lord, We Bow”  Page 966 

 

 

 

y INVOCATION   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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y CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

People: Amen. 

Service of the Word 

  y GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  Page 170 
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y SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 172  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all 

our days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this 

world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen.  
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u OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 

your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and 

the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and He shall speak 

peace to the nations; His rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of 

the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you,  I will set 

your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 

hope;  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

Reader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

u EPISTLE READING  Romans 7:14-25a 

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. For I do not 

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no 

longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in 

me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 

carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on 

doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 

within me.  So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For 

I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law 

waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 

dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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y THE ALLELUIA Page 173 

 

 

y HOLY GOSPEL  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  Matthew 11:25-30 

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

You have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them 

to little children; yes, Father, for such was Your gracious will. All things have 

been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal Him. Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and 

lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My 

burden is light.” 

Pastor:     This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
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u HYMN OF THE DAY                  “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” Page 912  

 

 

 

u SERMON                                “One Nation Under God”  

    Pastor Donald E. Treglown 

    Text: Psalm 33:12 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

    the people whom He has chosen as His heritage!” 

y NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

u OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card  

and hand it to an usher during this time.  

u OFFERTORY MEDITATION               “I Vow to Thee” Anna Laura Page  

y PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

y LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 
y PREFACE   

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 

grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

y SANCTUS         Page 178 

 

 

 

 

 

y WORDS OF OUR LORD  

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
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y PAX DOMINI      Page 180 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

y AGNUS DEI Page 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION    

  Whoever takes Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation. 

1 Corinthians 11:26 

If you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail – 

simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time. For more 

information, see our statement in the front of the hymnal or talk to a pastor. 

y BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
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y SENDING HYMN                  “God Bless Our Native Land” Page 965  

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

______________________________________________________________________ 

OFFERTORY INFORMATION  

“I Vow to Thee” is a British hymn, created in 1921, when a poem by Sir Cecil Spring 

Rice was set to music by Gustav Holst. The origin of the hymn's text is a poem by 

diplomat Sir Cecil Spring Rice, which he wrote in 1908 or 1912, entitled Urbs Dei ("The 

City of God") or The Two Fatherlands. The poem described how a Christian owes his 

loyalties to both his homeland and the heavenly kingdom. In 1921, Gustav Holst adapted 

the music from a section of Jupiter,  from his suite The Planets, to create a setting for the 

poem. At the request of the publisher Curwen, Holst made a version as a unison song 

with orchestra (Curwen also published Sir Hubert Perry's unison song with orchestra, 

"Jerusalem"). This was probably first performed in 1921 and became a common element 

at Armistice memorial ceremonies, especially after it was published as a hymn in 1926. 

Holst in 1926 harmonized the tune to make it usable as a hymn, which was included in 

the hymnal Songs of Praise. In that version the lyrics were unchanged, but the tune was 

then called THAXTED (named after the village where Holst lived for many years). The 

editor of the new (1926) edition of Songs of Praise was Holst's close friend Ralph 

Vaughan Williams, which may have provided the stimulus for Holst's co-operation in 

producing the hymn. Holst's daughter Imogen recorded that at "the time when he was 

asked to set these words to music, Holst was so over-worked and over-weary that he felt 

relieved to discover they 'fitted' the tune from Jupiter.” 

 


