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Faith Lutheran Church 
Naples, Florida 

 
SERMON SERIES: “ANCIENT CREED – LIVING FAITH” 

Week 1:  I Believe in the Relator God  

August 9, 2026 

11th Weekend after Pentecost 
 

 

Divine Service, Setting Four, Page 203 

  AS WE GATHER 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker (creator) of heaven and earth. 

We have two angles from which to view God that jump out of this opening phrase: 

Creator and Father. Both ways of expressing God’s personhood emphasize the 

relational nature of God.  God creates not because He must, but because He desires 

to love.  He creates simply by exerting His will, revealing His all-powerful nature.  

We also acknowledge God as Father, the first person of the Holy Trinity. This 

creed exhibits a trinitarian structure. Jesus reveals the love of the Father in the 

wonderfully familiar story of the Prodigal Father. I refer to it as the Prodigal Father 

because “prodigal” implies “extravagantly wasteful,” and God extravagantly 

lavishes His forgiveness and love on those who are lost in order to restore them to 

their proper place in His family. God is a God who reaches out and calls us into 

relationship with Himself.     

 u PRELUDE                            “Father Most Holy” Dennis W. Zimmer              

u ANNOUNCEMENTS 

u MOMENT FOR MISSION  Deaconess Tirzah Krey, August Mission of the Month  

y CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.) 
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y OPENING HYMN          “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Page 384, vs. 1, 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

y INVOCATION   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

People: who made heaven and earth. 

y CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen. 

Service of the Word 
y GLORIA IN  EXCELSIS  Page 204 
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y SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 205  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. God of might and mercy, by Your mighty power save us from 
all disaster, and by Your tender mercy guard us from all evil; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

u OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4-13                                 

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have 
understanding. Who determined its measurements – surely you know! Or who stretched 
the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, when the 
morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Or who shut in the 
sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, when I made clouds its garment and 
thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, and 
said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be 
stayed’? Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn 
to know its place, that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be 
shaken out of it?”  

     Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

u EPISTLE READING  Romans 10:5-11 

For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who 
does the commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith says, 
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in Him will 
not be put to shame.”  

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

y ALLELUIA Page 205 
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y HOLY GOSPEL  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 Luke 15:11-24 

And He said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his 

property between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 

took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 

living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 

began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the 

pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself, he 

said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I 

perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But 

while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said 

to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 

hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And 

they began to celebrate.” 

Pastor:     This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People:    Praise to You, O Christ. 

y HYMN OF THE DAY                 “The Apostles Creed” Nettleton 
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u CATECHISM  The Apostles’ Creed  

The First Article (Part 1) 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 

my senses, and still takes care of them. 

 He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

 He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. 

 All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and 

praise, serve and obey Him. 

All: This is most certainly true.   
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 u SERMON                                   “The Prodigal Father” 

  Pastor Donald E. Treglown 

           Text: Luke 15:11-24  

y APOSTLES’ CREED    

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

u OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card  

and hand it to an usher during this time.  

u OFFERTORY ANTHEM           “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  Wilbur Held 

y PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

y LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
y PREFACE (5:00) 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for 

the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, 

we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 

Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from 

the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

y SANCTUS  (5:00)        Page 208 
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y WORDS OF OUR LORD (5:00) 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

y AGNUS DEI (5:00) Page 210 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION (5:00)    

  Whoever takes Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation. 

1 Corinthians 11:26 

If you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail – 

simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time. For more 

information, see our statement in the front of the hymnal or talk to a pastor. 

 

 



August 8 & 9, 2026 T 5:00 p.m., 8:00 a.m., & 11:00 a.m. T Page 11 

y COMMUNION HYMN (5:00) “Soul Adorn Yourself with Gladness” Page 636, vs. 1-4  
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y BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 

 

y SENDING HYMN                       “Father Most Holy” Page 504 

 

 

 
  

POSTLUDE 

********************************************************************* 

OFFERTORY INFORMATION  
In the early fourth century, one of the greatest controversies in the church came to a breaking point, 

and the Emperor Constantine called together the First Council of Nicaea to establish once and for all 

the Church’s official stance on the nature of the Trinity. The council condemned the teaching of 

Arius, who believed that Jesus was not of the same nature as God the Father. The Nicene Creed was 

thus written as a statement of faith that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are all the 

same nature, three and yet one. Prudentius’ hymn, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten,” addresses this 

belief in the Trinity in the very first line. It is very clear from his text that Christ is both human and 

divine, and rather than simply being made by God, he was “begotten” of the very same substance. 

As we sing this hymn, we both affirm and align our faith with the broader faith of the Church, and 

we deny any belief that says that Christ is not fully divine. This hymn, so often associated with 

Christmas, is thus a hymn of proclamation, calling us to sing out our faith – “every voice in concert 

ring, evermore and evermore!” 


