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Faith Lutheran Church 
Naples, Florida 

17th Weekend after Pentecost 

September 19 & 20, 2026 

   Divine Service, Setting Four, Page 203 
 

  AS WE GATHER 

 In our minds, justice seems strong while mercy appears weak. In reality, mercy is 

stronger than justice and greater in every way. While justice may seem appealing to 

us, what we seek from God is not fairness or equity but mercy. Mercy is what must 

be taught to our sinful hearts, and for this reason, it remains the higher or greater 

path. Justice we can understand and reason, but mercy requires God to become 

flesh in His Son, to suffer and die as the Innocent One for our sins, and to rise to 

bestow upon us grace and mercy we neither earned nor deserve. Such mercy is a 

scandal to us and can often be an offense to those who do not realize the magnitude 

of its gift. Today, we ask the Lord to open our eyes so that we may acknowledge and 

rejoice in His great gift of mercy and pardon in Christ and walk worthy of this 

grace every day. 

u PRELUDE              “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Setting by James Biery              

u ANNOUNCEMENTS 

y CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.) 
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y OPENING HYMN                        “How Great Thou Art” Page 801 

 

 

 

 

 

 

y INVOCATION   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
People: who made heaven and earth. 

y CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen. 

Service of the Word 
y GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  Page 204 
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y SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 205  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You 
relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live 
according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

u OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6-9                                 

 “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near; let the wicked 

forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He 

may have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. For as 

the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My 

thoughts than your thoughts.”     

 Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

u EPISTLE READING  Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 

advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 

and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, having 

become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 

word without fear…for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope 

that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 

honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die 

is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 

choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 

with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your 

account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your 

progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ 

Jesus, because of my coming to you again. Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 

gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 

that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith 

of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to 

them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been 

granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in Him but also 
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suffer for His sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I 

still have. 

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 y ALLELUIA Page 205 

 

y HOLY GOSPEL  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius 

a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others 

standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 

whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour 

and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 

others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to 

him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 

And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 

laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when 

those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when 

those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 

received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 

saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 

what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I 

not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 

generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

Pastor:     This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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u HYMN OF THE DAY             “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Page 621 

 

 

 

 

u SERMON                                     “A Seat at the Table?” 

      Pastor Owen Duncan  

       Text: Isaiah 55:6-9 
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y NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

u OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card  

and hand it to an usher during this time.  

u OFFERTORY ANTHEM       “How Great Thou Art”  Setting by Robert A Hobby 

y PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

y LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
y PREFACE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh 

and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose 

from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for 

You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

y SANCTUS         Page 208 
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y WORDS OF OUR LORD  

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

y PAX DOMINI      Page 209 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  

y AGNUS DEI Page 210 
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DISTRIBUTION    

  Whoever takes Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation. 

1 Corinthians 11:26 

If you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail – 

simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time. For more 

information, see our statement in the front of the hymnal or talk to a pastor. 

y COMMUNION HYMN            “Let Us Break Bread Together”  

 

 

 

 

y BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
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y SENDING HYMN           “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

  

POSTLUDE 


