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“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They
said, “Caesar's.” Then He said to them,
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”
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AS WE GATHER
There are certain “givens” in our earthly lives. In a letter written in 1789,
American statesman Benjamin Franklin wrote: “In this world nothing can be said to
be certain except death and taxes.” Paying taxes is one of those unavoidable duties
we have as citizens of our nation. Paul directed the Christians at Rome to pay
“taxes to whom taxes are owed”’ (Romans 13:7) as part of their ongoing
responsibilities. Jesus and His disciples also paid taxes (Matthew 17:24-27). While
paying taxes may not be a joy-filled experience, giving from what God has given us
to support the work done in our Lord’s name can be a source of joy as we bring an

offering and come into His courts to ‘“worship the LORD in the splendor of
holiness” (Psalm 96:8-9).

- PRELUDE “Now Thank We All Our God” Brad Hall
- ANNOUNCEMENTS
| CHIMING OF THE TRINITY (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.)
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| OPENING HYMN “Blessed Assurance”
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| INVOCATION Page 184

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Pastor:  Our help 1s in the name of the Lord,

People: who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

| CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Page 185

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,

People: 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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Pastor:

People:

| GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

| Service of the Word

Page 187
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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| SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 172

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Let us pray. God of time and eternity, You desire that we live to Your glory in
Christ, our Lord. Help us to love You with all that we have and all that we are,
to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to live as those who are joyfully assured
of Your forgiveness day by day. Grant us proper priorities, immovable faith,
and untiring love for those around us as we await the joy of Your eternal
kingdom. This we ask for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and our King,.

People: Amen.

- OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to
subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings to open doors before him that
gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break
in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the
treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the
Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of My servant Jacob,
and Israel My chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know
Me. 1 am the Lord, and there is no other, besides Me there is no God; I equip you,
though you do not know Me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and
from the west, that there is none besides Me; I am the Lord, and there 1s no other. I
form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create calamity; I am the Lord,
who does all these things.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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- EPISTLE READING 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for all
of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, because our
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your
sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord
sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God
from 1dols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

| ALLELUIA Page 190
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Pa’s)tor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle Him in His words. And they sent
their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You
are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and You do not care about anyone's
opinion, for You are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what You think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put
Me to the test, you hypocrites? Show Me the coin for the tax.” And they brought Him a
denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”” They said,
“Caesar's.” Then He said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
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Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” When they heard it, they marveled. And
they left Him and went away.

Pagtor: This 1s the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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- HYMN OF THE DAY  “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”  Page 750, vs. 1-4
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God’s un - chang-ing love Builds on the rock thatnaught can move.
tri - als do but press The heav-ier for our bit - ter - ness.
in - most wants are known To  Him who chose us for His own.
thee all un - a - ware And makes thee own His lov - ing care.

- SERMON “Our Duty to God, Family, and Country”
Pastor Donald E. Treglown
Text: Matthew 22:15-22
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| NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

- OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

We give Thee but Thine own, whateer the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee.

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card
and hand it to an usher during this time.

- OFFERTORY “Now Thank We All Our God” arr. by Hal H. Hopson

| PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

| LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

| PREFACE

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because
Your mercy attends us all our days. Graciously You provide for all our
wants of body and soul. Grant that Your Holy Spirit guard, guide, and
comfort us throughout the days of our journey on earth as Your pilgrim
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You

and saying:
| SANCTUS Page 195
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| WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

| PAX DOMINI Page 197

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

| AGNUS DEI Page 198
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DISTRIBUTION (Please review our statement of faith inserted into the front of the hymnal.)

At this time we invite you to come up to commune. Please note that whoever takes
Holy Communion here confesses the teachings of this congregation (1 Co. 11:26). If
you do not agree with or do not know what we teach, you may still come to the rail—
simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not wish to commune at this time and you
will receive a blessing.
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| COMMUNION HYMN “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” Page 625
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O  Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!

| BENEDICTION
Pastor: The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and *I+ give you peace.
People: Amen.
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| SENDING HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God”
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POSTLUDE

OFFERTORY INFORMATION

Martin Rinkart was a minister in the city of Eilenburg during the Thirty Years War. Apart from
battles, lives were lost in great number during this time due to illnesses and disease spreading
quickly throughout impoverished cities. In the Epidemic of 1637, Rinkart officiated at over four
thousand funerals, sometimes fifty per day. During these horrors, it’s difficult to imagine
maintaining faith and praising God, and yet, that’s exactly what Rinkart did. Sometime in the
next twenty years, he wrote the hymn, “Now Thank We All Our God,” originally meant to be a
prayer said before meals. Rinkart could recognize that our God is faithful, and even when the
world looks bleak, He is “bounteous” and is full of blessings, if only we look for them. His
inspiration for the first two stanzas comes from the Apocryphal Book of Ecclesiasticus, chapter
50:22-24, which reads in part, “Now bless the God of all, who in every way does great things.”
The third stanza is a paraphrase of the Gloria Patri, originally composed in Greek in the fourth
century, though some of it was written as early as 95 A.D. The second verse hints at the sickness
and disease of the Thirty Years War. Blessings as seemingly small as a dinner meal, or as large as
the end of a brutal war and unnecessary bloodshed are all reasons to lift our thanks to God, with
our hearts, our hands, and our voices.
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