WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL HANDOUT

At the Cross: From Hardness to Hope

Five weekday readings to help you move from seeing the crucified Christ clearly

to trusting Him personally and following Him openly.

INTRODUCTION

This week, you will linger at the cross through the centurion’s eyes. Sunday reminded us that
Jesus not only exposes human hardness, but answers it with truth, mercy, and grace. These five
readings will help you see Christ clearly, receive Him personally, and follow Him openly through
the week ahead.

This Week’s Journey
Day Focus
Monday See the cross as Christ’s willing sacrifice for you.
Tuesday Draw near to God because the barrier has been removed.
Wednesday Recognize that divine interruptions may be mercy in disguise.
Thursday Receive conviction as the Spirit’s kind invitation to repent.
Friday Confess Christ openly with fresh courage and obedience.

5-7 MINUTES EACH DAY | READ SLOWLY, PRAY HONESTLY, RESPOND PERSONALLY
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DAY 1 | MONDAY

No Ordinary Cross

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 53:4-10

Reflection

Before the centurion spoke, Jesus acted. He did not lose His life in confusion or weakness; He
gave it willingly. That matters for you, because it means the cross was not an accident, and
your salvation is not resting on chance. Jesus moved toward your sin on purpose. He carried
what you could not carry and paid what you could not pay. When guilt whispers that you are
too far gone, the cross answers with a stronger word: Jesus surrendered Himself for sinners.
When fear tells you that your failures have the final say, the cross reminds you that Christ
chose the nails before your shame ever surfaced. You are not saved by your grip on Him, but
by His commitment to finish what the Father sent Him to do. Start this week here: your hope
stands on a Savior who laid down His life deliberately, lovingly, and for you.

Application Question

Where are you still treating the cross like a distant event instead of God’s personal answer to
your deepest need?

PAUSE FOR PRAYER: ASK THE LORD TO MAKE TODAY'S TRUTH PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL IN YOUR LIFE.
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DAY 2 | TUESDAY

The Door Is Open

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 10:19-25

Reflection

The torn curtain means you do not have to live as though God is holding you at arm’s length.
Through Jesus, the barrier has been removed. Shame says, “Stay back.” Grace says, “Come
near.” Many believers still live like spiritual outsiders, praying timidly, hiding, and assuming
God is weary of them. But the cross says otherwise. Because Christ opened the way, you can
bring your real fears, your unfiltered prayers, and your unfinished struggles into the Father’s
presence. You do not come because you performed well yesterday. You come because Jesus
shed His blood and made access possible. That changes the tone of your week. Prayer becomes
more than duty; it becomes privilege. Worship becomes more than routine; it becomes
response. Today, stop standing in the hallway of guilt. The door has been opened by Christ.
Draw near with confidence, not in yourself, but in the Son who welcomed you.

Application Question

What would it look like for you to approach God today with the honesty and confidence that
Christ’s blood has secured?

PAUSE FOR PRAYER: ASK THE LORD TO MAKE TODAY'S TRUTH PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL IN YOUR LIFE.
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DAY 3 | WEDNESDAY

When God Interrupts You

Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:50-54

Reflection

The centurion’s life changed when God interrupted what he thought was an ordinary day. He
came to supervise an execution. Instead, he found himself standing in the presence of mystery.
That is how God works with you. He interrupts your schedule, unsettles your confidence, and
shakes what seemed secure. A hard conversation, a sleepless night, a hospital visit, an ache in
your soul—sometimes these are not random disruptions but merciful invitations. The trouble
is, you can spend energy trying to get back to normal and miss what God is saying. The cross
reminds you that divine interruptions are redemptive ones. When God disturbs your peace, it
may be because He is calling you to peace in Christ. So do not rush past conviction. Sit with it.
Pray through it. Let the shaking expose what needs attention. The interruption you resisted
may become the doorway grace uses to reach you.

Application Question

What recent disruption in your life might God be using to get your attention and draw you closer
to Christ?

PAUSE FOR PRAYER: ASK THE LORD TO MAKE TODAY'S TRUTH PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL IN YOUR LIFE.
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DAY 4 | THURSDAY

The Mercy of Conviction

Scripture Reading: John 16:7-15

Reflection

Conviction can feel uncomfortable, but it is one of God’s kindest gifts. The centurion was not
left to admire the cross from a distance. He was pierced by what he saw. His categories
collapsed. His hardness cracked. That is what the Holy Spirit does. He does not expose your sin
to humiliate you, but to heal you. He does not trouble your conscience to destroy you, but to
lead you to Jesus. The enemy wants you to confuse conviction with rejection. But conviction
says, “This is wrong, and Christ is your only refuge.” Rejection says, “There is no hope for you.”
Learn the difference. When your heart aches over sin, do not run from God. Run toward Him.
Name what is true. Confess what is crooked. Turn from what is deadening your soul. The
wound conviction creates is the place where the mercy of Christ does restoring work in you.

Application Question

What is the Holy Spirit putting His finger on in your life right now, and how will you respond
with repentance instead of avoidance?

PAUSE FOR PRAYER: ASK THE LORD TO MAKE TODAY'S TRUTH PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL IN YOUR LIFE.
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DAY 5 | FRIDAY

Say It Out Loud

Scripture Reading: Romans 10:8-13

Reflection

The centurion did not keep his conclusion to himself. He said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”
The cross moved from spectacle to confession. That is where grace is leading you. Jesus did not
give Himself publicly so you could follow Him privately. There comes a moment when what
you believe about Christ must shape what you say, how you live, and where you stand. Public
confession is not about having a loud personality; it is about settled allegiance. You may
confess Christ in a conversation, in a hard decision, in a refusal to hide your faith, or in a
willingness to identify with Him when it costs you. The question is not whether you have a
platform. The question is whether your life is bearing witness. Today, ask the Lord for
courage. Then take a step of obedience that says, “Jesus is Lord, and I belong to Him.”

Application Question

What specific act of obedience or witness would show, in a concrete way, that you belong to
Jesus?

PAUSE FOR PRAYER: ASK THE LORD TO MAKE TODAY'S TRUTH PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL IN YOUR LIFE.
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WEEKEND REFLECTION | SATURDAY

Look Back. Give Thanks. Return Together.

As you look back over this week, notice the path: you beheld Christ’s sacrifice, drew near to
God, faced His holy interruption, received His conviction, and were called to confess Him

openly. Bring that journey with you into gathered worship this weekend, and ask the Lord to
deepen in community what He has been doing in private.

Use this guide personally, with your family, or in a small group as you continue reflecting on Sunday’s
message.
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