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Preface

hen Highland Baptist Church cele-

brated its 1 10th anniversary in 2003, its
lesders recognized the need for an updared his-
wory of one of Lowisville's oldest churches. The
last history had beenm wrtten in 1968, and a
seminanan retained too wnte a centennial history
in 1993 was unable to finish the ask. 1 agreed
to pastor Joe Phelps’s request 1o write this his-
tory. Several church members formed a History
Task Force to coordinate the project.

For a histodan, one of Highland's great
blessings and banes is its vast archives, preserved
almost completely from its founding in 1893,
with only a few gaps here and there. The
churchs bisiness minutes and Sunday School
records are preserved from its earliest years.
From the 19205 onward, we also have a fairly
complete archive of bulletins and announce-
ments, which open the window wider to the
day-to-day life and activities of the church. The
blessing is thar this material provided the means
to tell a solid story abour Highland, The bane is
that these comprehensive archives presented a
small mountain of material to go through. 1
supplemented this rescarch with readings of

wider Baptist histories, including those of
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, the
W. . Carver School of Missions and Social
Waork and the Long Run Baprist Association, all
of which have had close ties with Highland. And
I drew on the extensive archival resources at the
semimary to learn more about Basil Manly and
Juliette Morton Marvin, the doving forces
behind Highland®s founding, who accomplished
much on behall of Baptist causes before their
tragic deaths. I also drew on the archives relared
to such seminary personalicies as John B
Sampey, E. Y. Mullins and |. B. Weatherspoon,
who had impaorrant roles in shaping the church,
and that of rhe late Louwisville mayor Wilson
Wiatt, whose reminiscences fleshed out the por-
trait of one of the church’s founding families. |
and other members of the History Task Force
conducted interviews of longtime members and
reviewed previous oral histories, drawing on rec:
ollections that date into the early rwentieth cen-
mry. (Even well-kept minutes often gloss over
sensitive materal, and on some oocasions the
archives even candidly record instances of

church leaders shiclding sensitive material from
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posterity. The oral histories have filled some, but
not all, of these gaps.) The result is the portrait
of Highland that you hold in your hands, one
that should reflect the spirit of Highland's cur-
rent logo of a cluster of saints gathered at the
cross, with some going our into the world in

service and others being drawn in.
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Notes on Stvle

Some notes about stvle are in order. Early
records were sometimes incomplete about
mames, often giving only initials for men and
giving only the hushand’s name of women {such
a3 “Mrs, Trevor Whayne ). The names in this
manuscript are based on the information avail-
able in the records.

For brevity's sake, most endnotes refer to
books only by the author, or by author and ke,
Full references vo their books are in the bibliog-
raphy at the end. Alsa, when dates are given in
endnotes, two-digit vears are used for twentieth
century dates and four-digit years are used
for nineteenth and wenty-first century dates.
For example, May &, 1893, is 5/8 /1893; May
8, 1993, is 5/8/93; and May 8, 2003, is
5/8,/2003.
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Frequently used sources are identified by
abbreviations in endnotes. They are as follows:;
CB—Church Bulletin.

C)=The Coserier-fowrnad,

CM—Church Minutes, which includes records
of churchwide business mectings, bap-
tisms, transfers, deaths, reports, corre-
spondence and other church business.

Ddi—Deacons” Minures.

HEBH—Hightand Baprist Herald, a newsbetter
published 1950-1979.

LR—Long Run Association of Baptists of
Kentucky, annual reporrs,

LT— Lowsseille Times.

MP—E. Y. Mullins Papers, in the Southern Baprist
Theological Seminary archives,

SP—John R. Sampey Papers, in the Southern
Bapaist Theological Seminary archives.

S5R—Sunday School Record of Highland
Baprist Church,

The Tie—The Tie: News Abowr the Sowibern
Baprist Theoloical Semimary.

WER—Wesrern Recorder

WRH—Highland Baptist newsletter supple-
ment to the Western Recorder (published
since 1979, called Highland Highlights
since 1996,



Introduction

t the eleven o'dock Sunday service on
A'Hnw_n!bn:r 23, 2003, a full congregation
gathered in the historic sanctuary of Highland
Baptist Church for what was both a typical and
untypical Sunday. Sunlight gleamed through the
stained-glass windows on the ¢astern side of the
sancruary, dappling worshipers with a rainbow of
colors. The purple-robed chaoir, nearly three
dozen strong, gathered at the back of the sanctu-
ary for a processional, fronted by three aduls in
white robes preparing for baptism. The choir
softly began singing the srditonal gospel hymn
“Down to the River to Pray,” an a capella song
with stark four-part barmony (made newly popu-
lar through a recent flm, O Brorker, Where Ars
Thou?), From those hushed beginnings, the
church's mapestic pipe organ led the congregation
into a full-throated singing of “The King of Glory
Comes" as the choir processed forward and
young people caried banners that proclaimed
“King of Kings" and “Lord of Lords.™ This was
the feast day of Christ the King, in effect the New
Year's Eve of the ancient liurgical calenddar that
Highland had been observing with growing inter-
ext in recent decades. (The following week, the
church would restart the whole ovele of seasons—

Advent, Christrnas, Epiphamny, Lent, Easter and
Pentecost. ) Shortly after the hvmn, the congrega-
tion stood to watch as each of the three baptismal
candidates came forward 10 make their profes-
sions of fath—Carre Daniels, a pewcomer o
Louasville who was drawn to Highland by its pro-
motional spots on public radio; and Crystyl and
Jasom McGuire, who found Highland when they
were looking for a beautifiul sancouary in which to
ger marmied and who were subsequently drawn to
join the congregation iself.

As pastor Joe Phelps immersed each candi-
date, the eongregarion joined him in the words,
“iin the name of the Father, and of the San, and
the Holy Ghost.™ His sermon contrasted the
majestic imagery of Christ the King Sunday with
the reality that in our daily headlines, the reign
of God has not ver been fully realized. Yer he
drew a strand of hope from the story of 2 good-
patured, mentally disabled man who lved in a
rough neighborhood. This man was routinely
mugged whenever he cashed his government
check and finally was murdered. The man’s par-
ents, given the opportunity to scek the death
penalty, rejected that option and  instead
embraced their son's murderer, saying their son

T
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The precassian at the start of tha sanaca on the feast day of Choist tha RKimg, Novamber 23, 2003

woikd have wanted them to do so. That, said
Phelps, was evidence of the reign of God, His
benediction, as always, announced that we *end
rhi: Fl.rl'l11 I'!lr'lk'{rl‘i]'li.r- L resianc I!!:l.' u'-c1nhi|'| rh_:||:
15 fhir very lives,”

That worship resumed ar Highland that

afternoon, as the church hosted two groups of

people with whom it is secking to build closer
bes, Une group, members of a predominately
African-American church from the Newburg
neighborhood, Forest  Missionary  Baptist
Church, came to Highland for an afternoon of
WIHKIWOTRING, creating scis of smple, white,
woden crosses similar 1o those Highland has
placed on its lawn cach December in recent
years an memory of wvicoms of violenee in
Louiville, While the Highlands represents one

of the relatively safest neighborhoods in the city,

the annual memortal s intended to show soli-
darity with victims and their loved ones. This
day's project marked the church’s effort 1o
expand thar goal and build both interracal and
cross-neighborhood ties wath a church thar deals
with such ecrime on a regular basis. (Boch
churches would put the crosses on their lawns
on Docember 7.5

Ar the same time as the eross-making proj-
ect, other Highland members were gathering in
the fellowship hall, hosting abouot thirty
Albanian refugees for an carly Thanksgiving
feast. Highland had been seeking to build des
with the local Albaman community ac the
encouragement of Rick and Martha Shaw, mis-
sionaries spomsored by Highland and working
with the Albanian people in the Balkans, The

[hanksgiving gathering rurned out to be a solid



first step. Highland members and their guests
talked over dinner, and church members who
had traveled to Kosova shared their stories.
Albanians performed folk music on their tradi-
tional stringed instruments and taught the
church members some of their folk dance steps.
When the guests had gone and the food was put
away, the remaining group of abour fifteen
church members gathered in a circle for a clos-
ing praver of gratitude for a day of crossing
boundaries. Leading them in prayer was retired
minister Don Burke, who thirty years cardier had
led the church as pastor,

The day was unusually active and ver also
tvpical for the 110-vear-old Highland Baptist
Church. Through missions and social outreach,
even throwgh deliberatrely planned architecture,

music and liturgy, Highland has presented a

Baptist and Christian witness from the comer of

Grinstead Drive and Cherokee Road, even
before those strects took their current names,
Twenty-seven people, gathering in a house
meeting in May 1893, started Highland as a
church to serve the new and growing Cherokee
Triangle suburb cast of downtown Louisville.
Since then, Highland has ministered o s
imimediate neighborhood as it has evolved from
its onchtation arcund a boulevard of parmcan
mansions in the early twenticth century,
through a period of urban decling, into its pres-
ent mix of rental units and gentrified homes
with a college-town feel of cafes, used-book
stores and restaurants on the nearby artery,
Bardstown Koad. Bur Highland Bapeist Church
has held a wider significance as well,

Closely tied from irs birth o Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Highland has

Tnerodaiciion

Pl Collar falks warh Albanian weilors fo g pre-
Thankeghany maal at Haghland on Novembaer 23, 2003,

rouched the lives of generations of Baptist pas-
tors, missionanies and leaders, For many vears,
students by the dozens came 1o Highland, both
for spiritual nurture and for laborarory lessons
on how church should be done. Women stu-
dents came from a seminary-affiliared mission-
ary training school and later from the seminary
itself, as well as from the nursing school at
nearby Kentucky Baptist Hospiral. They volun

reered in Highland®s mission outrcaches as they
prepared for a life of bold and arduous public
service, from the griny streers of Louisville's
Haymarket to the provincial cides of Nigeria
and Tatwan. Many students worked as associate
pastors, Sunday Schoal teachers or leaders of
Highland's missions in other neighborhoods,
doing preparatory work thar would later bear
frust in careers in the ministry and social service,
Imdeed, the names of Baptists who came
through Highland could fill a2 Who's Who of
twenticth-century Baptists [not even CORENTITE
the roater of public servants who included a
mayor—Wilson Wyatt—twa  sfale  alorncys

general and several judges). Highland was home

A
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to three Southern Baptist Convention presi-
demts (John R. Sampey, W. 1. McGlothlin and
Herschel Hobbs), two seminary presidents
{Sampey and Duke McCall), four Baprist col-
lege presidents (Basil Manly!, McGlothlin,
Noble  Sherwood
Patterson), a president of the Baptist World

Henry and Morgan
Alliance (MeCall), prominent Baptist theolo-
gians (]. B. Weatherspoon and Frank Stagg),
amd a woman for whim a Baptist missions offer-
ing is named {Asenath Brewster).

Yer Highlands connection with the
Southern Baptist Convention had its sorains as
well. Its inaugural house meeting in 1893 fore-
shadowed this complicated relationship when
two sponsors of Highland—T. T. Eaton, pastor
of one of its mother churches, and William
Whitsitr, president of the seminary—gathered o
help launch the church. This must have been
one of their last acts of cooperation. Soon they
were engaged in a ferocious battle over control
of the seminary. The controversy “set in motion
divisive influences and dividing forces that con-
tinued . . . v operate among Southern Baprists
and to be virulent in Kenmucky,” one seminary
professar laer wrote.i Sometimes  Highland
played a neutral or conciliatory role in such con-
troversies: other mimses it rushed to the front
lines of the fight on the more progressive side.
Given the depth of Highlands long ties to
Southern, members grieved in the 1990s when
they saw the seminary shift vo the rght. At the
start of the new millennivm, Highland main-
tained only nominal tes with the convention,

The story of Highland, then, is a micro-
cosm of the larger Baptist controversics af the
late twentieth century in the American South,
Yet the story does not end with the grief and

acrimony of separation. Highland's is a living
history. The confromtaton forced members 1o
rethink and rediscover the core values of being a
Baptist—onc in which a faith that is not freely
given is not faith, one that values the priesthood
of the believer as much as the assembly of the
faithful and the authority of the Bible as ineer-
preted by the criterion of Jesus Christ. Highland
pined new networks of like-minded Baptist
churches and wiath organizations dedicared o
misaions and the carrying out of the gospel in
the spartual, ethical and social arenas.

Despate the upheaval, it is remarkable vo see
the continuity of even highly specific ministries
at Highland over the past cenmiry. Without
break since 18924, Highland members have been
ministering to orphans and other at-risk juve-
niles through Baptist children's homes, On
communion Sundays since 1900, members have
contributed moncy to the poor through s
Fellowship  Fund, From 1901
Highland members have given their time and
money 1o urban ministries for down-and-out

oward,

residents on Jefferson Street, And from Louise
Tucker's arrival at a Shanghai church in 1911 1o
Fristen Connolly’s work as a teacher in
Macedonia in 2003, members have been sup-
porting missions not only with their money but
with their labors. These members, some
recorded in history, others known only to God,
comprise the saints that the church honors in irs
centennial hymn, “The Cloud of Witness,™
which itself takes inspiration from the roster of
biblical and historical heroes honored in the
church's stained-glass windows, They have fol-
lowed the engraved injunction that meets the
eye of departing worshipers: “Be Ye Doers of
the Word, and not Hearers onby™
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One could hardly enter Highland without
seeing, in its very architecture and its stained
glass, how the church values its place amid the
wider church history. A short summary of that
history helps prepare for the story of the church
that aroae at Cherokee and Grinscead.

The Baprist movement arose in the seven-
teenth century among English Protestants, pos-
sibly influenced by Mennonires, who adopted
the practice of baptizing only adult believers,
They believed that each person must approach
God directly, so no one should subvert the con-
sciences of infans by baprizing them. The
Baptist movenent’s hallmark also included the
belicf thar for faith to be genuine it must be free.
And Baprists were ahead of their rime in calling
for the separation of church and state, whose
blending, they said, had degraded both,

Despite the early development of a more
melancholy  Baptist  tradition—schism—the
Baptist tradition took hold and spread o colo-
nial America through the work of such peogple as
Roger Williams, who founded the colony of
Rhode Island with its unprecedented religious
toderation. Baposts grew rapidly in the new
American republic, particularly among sertlers in
the fertile lands of Kentucky, Baptists soared in
numbers in the ecarly 1800s amid a wave of
revival known as the Sccond Great Awakening.
“A religious awe scemed to pervade the coun-
iy,
region of Kentucky® Other religious groups,

-]

a traveler reported of the once-outlaw

from Shakers o Catholics, came o Kenrucky
o build whar the lamer sull call an *Amencan
Holy Land. ™

In 1803, vwenty-six Baptist churches from

Jefferson and surrounding counties organized

Tntrodneeion

the Long Run Baprist Association, drawing its
name from the creck near where they held their
first meeting. Soon the urban churches in the
growing city of Louisville overshadowed their
rural neighbors in leadership of Long Run. Firse
Baptist Church, which evolved into present-day
Walnut Street Baptist Church, has served
directly or indirectly as the mother church
of virtually every Baptist congregation in
Louisville, including Highland. Like Baprist
churches clsewhere, First Baptist was ripped
apart in the 18208 and 1830s by disputes with
the Disciples of Christ, followers of Alexander
Campbell, over complicated docrrinal dispures.
These comtroversics would affect Baprists for
more than a century, fucling resctionary wings
in both denominations.

Baptists increased their cooperative ven-
tures, founding Georgerown College in 1829
and the statewide General Association of
Baptists in Kentucky, forerunner of today's
Kenmucky Baprist Convenrion, in 1837,

In 1845, Kenmucky Baposts joined the new
Southern Baptist Convention, which split wath
its northern counterpart over skavery, The con-
vention soon developed into a quasi-established,
majority religion of the South, drawing every-
prie from rural country folk to wealthy planta-
rion owners. Different traditons developed
within Southern Bapusts® life. Among them
were the more urban, formal *Charleston™ or
“regular Baptist™ tradition, which influenced
Highland and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary; the revivalist “Sandy Creek™ rradi-
tion; and the Landmarkist movement, an exclu-
siopary group that clung to an exalred and
unhistorical view of Baptists as the only andent,

true church.¥
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Like ather border states, Kentucky was torn
by the Cihvil War, Tr remained pro-slavery yer
pro-Union, which made it suspect by both sides
even as its citizens fought on both sides, Baprists
churches were divided and decimated by the
war, Long Run members formed an orphan's
home we care for children who Jost parents dur-
ing the war, The end of the war healed some
splits but started an endunng one: black Baptists
formed separate congregations as slavery gave
WAV B0 SCEEEALHH,

Amid Lowsalle’s postwar economic rise,
Baprists grew in numbers as well, from 3,000
members in the 18705 ro 13,000 members. ar
the turn of the century, and from twenty-two to
thirty-cight  churches. Among  them was
Ceerman Baptist Church, which catered to a
growing immigrant population, including some
families thar later joined Highland, That gave
Highland a slender but meaningful connection
tey Wialver Rauschenbusch, who served the
Gierman church for two summens as a seminar-
ian before working in Mew York's Hell's
Kitchen, where he became one of Protes-
rantism’s greatest vosces of social conscience, He
is now immorralized in one of Highland's
rear windows.

The most dramatic postwar development to
affect Baptists in Louisville was the decision of
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary to move
from war-torn South Caroling o downtown
Louisville. Southern Seminary built a small but
stately campus on Broadway. Its centerpicee,
Morton Hall, was named for the wealthy George
W, Norton family, which would long support
Baprist causes in Louisville. Under professor
Basil Manly, seminmary studenes received on-the-
job training by doing mission work in various
parts of Louisville, an endeavor funded in part
by Morton and laver by his daughter, Julictte
Morton Marvin, In the cady 18905, Marvin,
Manly and Manlyv's students woulbd join foroes
with Baptists in 2 newly developing castern sub-
urky to form a new church.

Notes

i. Although Manly died before Highland's congre-
gation wis formsally onganized, be was a founding
trustee and Sunday Schaool weacher.

il Carver, Cher of His Treasure.

iii. Bolin, 31.
iv. Crews, Ar Anterrean Holy Land.
v, Leonard, Gody Lag amd Owly Haepe, 31-3%.



CHAPTER ONE

1891 -1914
“Our Enterprise Here in the Highlands™

Bum on a farm in Hardin County, Kentucky,
Richard H. Wyant arnived in Lowisville in
the 18805 as a reenager. Diespite having just an
cighth-grade education, he was determined 1o
make his way in the grimy and bustling city.
Wart got a job with the cry mailway and navi-
gated the dusty nincteenth-century strects as be
drove show, clatery strecrcars pulled by teams of
two small muoles, In such humbling circum-
stances, it would have strained even the imagi-
nation of an ambitous voung man like Wyate o
foresee thar he would rise to the execurive suite
of the city railroad company and live long
enough to witness his son aking the oath of
office as mavor of Loussville, Butr if Wyart's
route ever took him along the Bardstown Pike,
as the Highlands” main artery was then known,
he would have glimpsed his more immediate
future. Unitil then the Highlands had amounged
mainly to a dusty way station berween country
and ¢ty as stockmen drove canle down the
Bardstown Pike into the aty stockyards, When
not busy with cattle, men often stopped off at
the rowdy roadhouses that lined the pike. But

the Highlands was transformimg inga a growing
suburb, Developers began building stately sub-
wrban subdnisions around the newly developed
East Broadway {now Cherokee Road), First a
retreat for the rich from downtown’s gnime,
smog, noise and occasional floods, the High-
lands increasingly drew the middle class, This
development was made possable in part by the
very. streercar service thar Wyate and his com-
pany were providing berween the ncighbor-
hood and downroown.

The Highlands was arrracting residents by
such Fealy amenitics as the histore Cave Hill
Cemetery (opened in 1348) and the new
Cherokee Park, developed in 1891 by famed
Boston landscape architect Frederick Law
Olmsted. The centerpicce of the neighborhood
was East Brosdway, with is blocks of individu-
ally styled mansions, many of which szl exisr,
and from which Highland Baptist Church
would draw many of its members. *The street is
a very anstocratic one, ground is high and the
residences upon it are handsome and costly,”
The Cowrier-Jowrnal reported in 1887.1 Not all
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Skafch of Hightend Baptist Churchs first building.

was wealth in the Highlands, More modest,
middle-class homes lined the unpaved side
strects, And in that era of ngd racial scgrega-
tion, some African-American residents lived in
alley apartments above barns or in small tene-
ment blocks near the mansions where they
worked as domestic servants.?

Richard H, Wyatt lamself moved to a maod-
est house on Maorton Avenue in the Highlands,
With other newly armved Bapoists, he woukd
soon launch a neighborhood church,

Laving the Foundation

As the houses rose, S0 did the churches,
Episcopalians and Presbyterians buile their
Gathic sanctuanies i the 18805, Baptists mow-
ing into the neighborhood soon launched their
own congregation.® Gerting them started were
members of two of the most prominent dynas-
tics in mincteenth-century Bapaist life, Julietre
Morton Marvin and Basil Manly Jr.

Marvin, an heress of the Norvon family ghat
had helped bankroll Southern Seminary™s move
o Louwisville and other Baptist causes,
approached the seminary with a bold offer: she
wanld pay for constructing a suburban preach-
ing chapel o md in the students” misionary
work, Maran, enbisting her sisters Lucie and
Mattie Norton to contribute as well, agreed o
build the church free of charge if the Baptists in
the neighborhood would acquire the ot
Seminary president John Broadus accepted the
offer and turmed the matter over o Manly, a
lengtime seminary professor in charge of local
student missions. Manly and Marvin selected
the site of East Broadway and Transit Avenue,
new Cherokes and Grnstead, The choice had
far-reaching effects. The prominent location,
which in coming decades would be passed by
tens of thowsands of cars cach day, helped spur
Highland on w0 growth. However, the con-
stricted space on the lor meant that for the next
saxty vears, the ever-increasing members would
chafe at their confines, and sometimes each
other, until they could expand into a space ade-
quate for the church's siee.

Acoing as trustee, Manly and his wife,
Hartie, acquired the property for $3,300 in May
LE9L, partly by assuming the maortgage thar the

Samingry profasser
Bazid Manly was
Highlangs founging
frestos ang halped
start its Sundny
Sohool

Fhcia sounesy of
Sevathann BADrT
Thisalogeca’ Saminary
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previous owners, Mr. and Mrs, R A. Robinson
Jr., had themselves assumed from the owner
before them. { The records don’t make clear how
the Hobinsons had used the parcel, but they
probably had a house on it; the property had
changed hands several tmes since the 1870s,
when it was developed as part of a residenmal
subdivision known as Henning & Speed’s
Highland Addition.) Three men poaned Manly
as trustees in August—veteran pastor William
M. Pratt, printer and Baptist publisher Charles
T. Deanng and James 5, Phelps, a tobacco exec-
utive who lved on East Broadway near the
church. The deed described the orustees’ in-
tention to e the land for a “regular Bapust
Church to be organized upon the High-
lands, . . . holding 1o the doctrines of the Long
Run Baptist Association.™ (The term “regular™
linked the church with a movement chat stressed
an educated ministry, a Cabvinist-influenced
theology, an orderly worship rather than
cimotional revivalism and denominational coop-
cration rather than jealous separatism,®)
Prospective members stll needed 1o pay for the
lot, however, and Manly indicated in lare 1891

Abova: Sunday Schoal Attendance Recevd frarm 1852,
Below: Map of Mighland proparty, o s onging
derd in 183,
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Juliette Norton Marvin: An “Ever Growing” Influence

ulistte Norton Marwvin, who with her sisters finenced the canstruction of Highland Baptist
]Ehmdfs first sanctuary, inherited from her parents both a large fortune and an eagemess
to lavish it on Baptist causes. So cantral is the role of the Norons in the history of Southern
Baptists in Louisville that one can only speculate whether, without them, Baptists today
waould have such a large institutionad presence in the Sity.

Bom in Russellville, Kentucky, in 1850, Juliette moved to Louisville with her family in 1887
as har father, George W, Morton, was amassing one of the state's largest personal fortunes.
Successful in banking and land specutation, George Norton also served as reasurer of the
Southarn Baptist Comvention fior thirty-five years and made a crucial pledge to lure Southamn
Seminary to Louisville in 1877 when it left wartorn Greenville, South Carclina. Buildings
named MNorton Hall on both the seminary's onginal downtown campus and s cument
Crascent Hill campus atiest to the Norten family's long commitment 1o seminary causes.
George Morton, daughter Juliette and other family membears became charter members of
Broadway Baptist Church; a tall-steeple church of the Baptist alita.

While traveling abroad, Juliette Norton met prominent Loussville physician Josaph B,
Marvin. They married in London in 1878, whan he gave ber a ring engraved “For Life and
Death—4-30-78" Dr. Marvin, highly regarded in both medical and Baptist circles, later served
as president of the Kentucky School of Medicine and of the Medical Department of the
Uriivﬁry of Louisville. He was credited with forcefully and rationally combating everything
from a yellow fever epidemic in the 18708 1o the reactionary attacks on Baptist historian
Wiliam H. Whitsitt in the 1830s. Juliette served on the boards of the fledgling Women's
Missionary Union Training School and of the Louisville Baptist Orphans' Home, whera Dr.
Marvin would be house physician. Both Marvins were trusteas of Onesda Baptist Institute in
Clay County, donating a building called Marvin Hall; Dr. Marvin would serve on several other
Baptist boards.

Aftar har daath, people recalled kess the financial largesse of Juliette Marvin than anec-
dotes about her character. One recalled how she followed an ailing Training School student to
the door of the operating room and, after the surgery, visited har regularly with fiowers. The
student recoverad and became a missionary to India. Angther recalled her visit to Oneida, in
which she brought the children gifis. “She did not expect them 1o coma 1o her to recens as
from some Lady Bountiful, but taking her gifts in her hands, she want from house to house,
seaking 1o make them feel that in her they had one wiho had come 1o know and love them™
Highland member Annie C. Eager said when she moved to Loutsville in 1901, Marvin quickhy
made her welcome: Eager was continually impressed with “har spirit and character, so
human, 5o GanLUIng, 50 courageous.”

On Septamber 2, 1913, Dr. and Mrs. Marvin and thair daughter, Martha, wera niding by
train through Connecticut, returning from a vacation in Maine, Another tran ran a signal and
slammid into thesr train from behind, shatterng the wooden Pullman sleeper in whach they



“Owr Enterprise Here in the Highlands®

were riding and kiling all three Marvins and eighteen others. Since the Marvins were dressed
in nightclothes at the time of the accident, investigators at first could only identify the bodies
by items such as monograms and Juliette's wedding ring, still clearly engraved, "For Life and
Daath - 4-30-79" The tragedy dominated Louisvile’s front pages for days, with outpourings of
gref for the famity coming particularly from the medical and religious communities. Highland
marmnbers joined others mourners for a mamasial at Broadweay Baptist Chunch.

Said a Highland member, Mrs. Trevor Whayne, on behalf of the Long Run Women's
Missionary Union; “The influence of such a life can naver die, but fves on and on, n an eves
growing cincle, whose ends shall meet at last before the Graat White Throne.”

Jubaite Morton Manan and her husband, J B, were pictured in
The CourierJowmnal after thanr deatfes i 8 fram crash a 1913,
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Basd and Hatte Maniys signaturas on the origing
deed fo Hghlang Bapdisd Chuseh's proparty

that the money wasn't coming in quickly. “1 fiear
our enterprise here on the Highlands is . . . too
much in the futre o promise anything avail-
able,” Manky wrote to a 5t. Louis correspondent
who was hoping to place an out-of-work pastor
friend in the mission’s pulpit. “The lot is
bought, but not paid for, nor the plans for
building settled upon.™

Oirganizers of the new church weren™ wait-
ing for their new building o ger started, how-
ever, They canvassed the neighborhood for
Baptist families and held weekly praver meetings
at private homes. Along with seminary students,
they began teaching afternoon Sunday School
classes in 1891 at the German Baptist Orphans’
Home near Cave Hill Cemerery, Class gitles
included Bible, Primary and German® Manly
himself taught in the morning at Walnur Street
Baptist Church, then trekked over to the
Highlands to repeat fus lessons in the aftermoons.

Launching Highland murmed out to be one
of the final e¢ntres on a prolific resume for
Manly, The son of a prominent Charleston

pastor and Confederate stavesman, Manly served
several vears a8 a pastor B Richmond, poined the
founding faculty of Southern Seminary in South
Carolina and wrote the seminary’s official hymn
and articles of faith. After a stint as president of
Georgerown College from 1871-1879, Manly
returned 1o the faculty of Southern—since relo-
cated 1o Louisville—to calm the waters with his
reliable orthodoxy after a professor, Crawford
Tow, was forced to resign for liberal reachings.

Heading up the seminary-sponsored mis-
sion in the Highlands, Manly tried 1o overcome
his disappointment on the first Sunday of
December 1891, when attendance dipped to
forry-four from sixty-three the previous week.
“But I think we shall grow,” he wrote his
meother thar nighe, “IF I could only . . . get the
maoney to pay for the lot! Bur doubt now if [ do
anything much ar that ll next spring.™?

Manly was wrying 1o conserve his flagging
health, bur he did not live to see the spring. He
died January 31, 1892, suffering from a heart
condition and the lingering injurics from a
brutal mugging five vears carier.1? Others—the
Marvins, the seminary students, the Baptists of the
Highlands—would have w carry on the work,

By one newspaper account, William Prart
tosok 2 prominent role, raising the entire amount
for the lot with help from female members of his
family (and a §104 domation from D, Joseph B.
Marvin, husband of Julietre). In a later version
of events, Prart’s daughrer Mary wrote that G
teen wiomen formed a Ladies Aid Society, raising
the needed funds through “cake sales, quilt and
aprom making bazars [sic] and entertainments of
all kinds tor procure the kot for our much desired
church,"!! Regardless of the derails, the church
opened debr-free.



Soon, the embryvonic Highland church was
making the progress thar, a vear earlier, Manly
could nat see on the horizon. Construction of
the building got under way in Seprember 1892,
The Sunday School became independent from
the seminary’s mission society in the following
month, By April 1893, a month before the
church building opened, some sixty-five pupils
on average were attending Sunday School.

A Church and a Covenant

Om May 4, 1893, with the new sanctuary ready
for occupancy, neighborhood Baprists gathered
at Willlam Prants home on East Broadway
for the organizational meeting of Highland
Baptist Church. Twenty-seven charter members
approved articles of faith thar, like the Long
Run Association, reflecred tradittonal Baptise
views and 3 modified Cabvinist theology thae
prevailed among Louisville Baphists, giving due
both o God's sovereignty and to human free
will in salvation. Members also signed a church
covenant, pledging to show love and fellowship
1o cach other, kive holy lives, do business hon-
estly, aid the sick and poor, labor for the church
and support its ministry, ordinances, discipline
and doctring,

The charter members came from six arca
Baprist congregations, most from Walnut Street,
Broadway and East churches, with one cach
from Fourth Avenuel? and Portland Avenue
churches and one couple from a church in
Hopkinsville, Kentucky. Other prominent
Baptist professors, pastors and other represen-
tatives of arca Baptist churches wimessed the
meeting to give their blessing to the new

congregation. A representative of the German

“Owr Enterprize Here in the Highlands"

Excerpt from
Original Church Covenant
of Highland Baptist Church

aving baen, as we trust, bought by

divine grace to embrace tha Lord
Jesus Christ, and to . give up Oursehes
whilly to Him, we do now solemnly and
jowfully covenant with each other, to walk
together in him with brotherly love to his
glory as our comman Lord.

We do therefore in his strength
engage:

That we will exerciss & mutual care, as
mamoars one af anothar, [0 promote th
growth of the whole body = Christian
knowiedpe, holiness and comiort, to the
end that vwe may ba parfect and complete
in all tha will of God.

That to promote and receive this
object we will uphold the pubdic worship
of God and the ordinance of his housa,
and hold stated communion with each
other. . . ; that we will cheerfully contribute
of our property for the support of the poor,
and for the maintenance of a faithful min-
istry of tha gospal among us.

That we will not omit church and fam-
ity ralighon, nos allow ourselves in the too
common negiect of the great duty of reli-
oushy training up our children, and those
under our care with a view to the sarice
af Chirist and the enjoyment of haaven.

That we will walk circumspecthy in the
world that we may win souls 10 Christ,
remembering that God hath not given 1o
ug tha spirt of fear, but of power and of
love and of a scund mind; that wa are the
hght of the world and the salt of the earth
and that a city set on a hill cannot be hid,
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Highland’s Charter Members

clicwving-are the chartar mambers of
Highland Baptist Church, Estad by the
congregations. from which they transferred.

From Broadway Baptist:
Mr. And Mrs_ John B, Hamilton

Kate Hardin

Arthur Kaya

Sallie Rutheriord

Mrs. M. L Rutherford
Rev, Williarm M, Pran
Mary E. Praft

Mary B. Prant

Lawra Dolla

From Walnut Street Baptist:
James 5. Phelps

Hiram Phalps

Lucy Phelps

Poarl Chase

From Fourth Avenue Baptist
(McFarman Mamorial):

Mrs, Zach Phalps

From East Baptist:

Williem J. Seaman

Luka M. Seaman

Eva Ssaman

Mr. and Mrs. John W, Tuckar
Mary Tucker

Louise Tucker

Florenice Tuckes

Mrs, George Martin

From Portland Avenue Baptist:
Richard H. Whatt

From the Baptist Church of
Hopkinsville, Kentucky:
John C. Day

=izter B. M. Day

congregation, Ernest Horn, attended the mect-
ing; within a year he would jpoin Highland and
give decades of service to it. Ominously, wit-
nesscs at the Pratt home thar nighe included
Walnut Street pasvor T, T. Eaton and seminary
professor William H. Whitsitt. It must have
been one of their last acts of cooperarion. They
were destined to square off three vears luter in
a fierce Baptist controversy that went dows in

history under ¥Whitsitt's namie.

Founding Families

“This is the church, this is the steeple, open the
doors and see all the people,™ goes the nursery
rhyme. But since Highland®s people had gath-
ered long before there was any church, door or
steeple, it 15 worth pavsing o describe these
founding familics. Some of Highland’s twenny-
seven charter members passed quietly into his-
tory as quickly as they enrered ir, leaving
little mark on the church, Others, however,
embarked on vears of service and made endur-
ing contributions.

The clderty William Pratt clearly ook up
the mantle of kadeship after Manly's death,
serving as trustee and organizing some of the
church’s carliest business meetings. As with
Manly, launching Highland was the cap on a
long and distinguished carcer in the ministry for
Prarr. A New York State native and former mis-
sionary o pioncer Indiana in the 1840s, Prat
laver served as pastor of Fist Baptst in
Lexinguom and other churches. He received
wide acchim as a preacher, supplied in promi-
nent pulpits in his retirement, had e o
Southern Seminary and served as the president
of Georgetown College™s governing board, He



died in 1897 at age seventy-ming, leaving a wife
and four children.!® Pratt’s daughter Mary, for
many vears the head of the Highlands' neigh-
borhood public library, served stints as Sunday
School teacher and organist and organized the
church’s first library.

James Phelps, joining from the Walnue
Soreer Church, had moved to Lowsville in 1862
from Hopkinsville and rose to be proprictor of
the Louisville Tobacco Warchouse Company, 14
Phelps served on the original boards of trustees
and deacons. He began teaching Sunday School
as carly as 1892, His wife and their daughter
Lucy also taught Sunday School,

Arthur Kaye, joining from Broadway Bapeasy,
served as the church®s first Sunday School super-
intendent and on its first board of deacons. His
soom-to-join wibe, Amanda, served many of the
next forty vears on the Louisville Baprise
Orphan’s Home board, and their daughrer,
Luda, worked as 3 mission fund treasurer, Sunday
School teacher and building committee member.

Joaning from Portland Avenue Churech was
Richard H. Whyatt, the onctime strectcar driver
who was fsing toward the execurive ranks of the
cay's railroad company. Wyarn gave more than
filty vears of service to Highland in almost every
capacity, from clerk to rrustes o deacon. He
and his wife, Mary, had the distinction of mar-
rying at the first wedding ar Highland. They
lived in a modest but comfortable home on the
unpaved Morton Avenue, where they mised five
children, including future Lowisville mayor
Wilson VWiart.

The large Tucker family, descendants of
Jefferson County pioneers, jomed from East
Baptst. Tuckers appear cverywhere in the
church’s early records. John W. Tucker, owner

“ur Enterprie Here in the Higllands™

of the Jefferson County Stone Company in
Jeffersontown, provided the most visible legacy
of any founding member: the quarry stones for
the original and current church buildings. He
also served as Sunday School superintendent,
deacon, trustee, pulpit supply committee mem-
ber and, for decades, a messenger o Long Run
Baprist Association meetings. The portrait that
accompantes his obimary in 1927 shows an
expressive, bow-tied man with big ears, pro-
natnced mustache and angular face. His wafc
led 4 missionary sociery at the church,
Daughters Mary, Louise and Gertrude taught
Sunday School. Gertrude also played the organ
and Louise helped organize a mission fund
before going herself as a missionary to China in
1911. Florence, a onetime YWomen's Missionary
leader and public librarian,
remained a Highland member until her death in
1957, Surviving letters from the Tucker sisters,
replete with praver requests, missionary tabes

Union  circle

and quotations from hymns, show an earnest
spiritual devotion reflected even in the spikes of
an unpolished but passionate handwriting. !

A “Place Magnetic to Sinners™

Designed by architect Wolters,
Highland's new Gothic-styled church had a
capacity of 200. Huge blocks of rough lime-

Henry

stone, provided by Tucker's quarry, rose to a
steeply gabled roof and a steeple. The building
measured 54 by 62 feet on the outside, with a
30 by 40-foor interior, a 24-foot-high ceiling
and a 22 by 16-foot Sunday School room, sepa-
rated by a partition that could be removed to
expand seating for the avditorium. The church
also included a vestbule, a 13 by l4-foor
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Lowise Tucker: Charter Member, Fivst Missionary

en she died in 1963 at age eghiyv-seven, Lowse Tucker was
Highland Baptist's fongest-fving charter member, and she
was iis first foreign missionary, senang many yoars in China,

She joined Highland at age 17 at its founding in 1893, along
with two sisters, her mother and her fathes, who was a founding
trustes. Louise taught Sunday School for several years and slan
taught in the Louisville public schools. After a year of study at the L 2
Women's Messionary Union Training School, she set sail for China in WA T
1910 under the suspices of the Southem Baptst Conwention's Foresgn y
Mission Board. Sha formally joined Narth Gate Baptist Church in Shanghad in March 1911,

For many years, Tucker served as principal of the Eliza Yates School in Shanghai, where
she taught girts who included the daughters of many high officials

Tucker returned home after Warld War | and enthralied audiencas throughout the South
with speeches about China. She appeared in native dress and aranged for children in the
audience to model lavish Chinese costumes, sich 85 & crimson satin bridal gown or a noble-
rman's elaborately embrosdered robe. She alzo displayed an array of laces, embrroideries, oos-
tumed Chinese dolis and other iteéma. Her talks were "not 8 mass of cold gloomy facts™ but
vivid accounts fike & "personally conducted tour through China” wrote W, L, Walker of First
Baptist Church in Danwille, Kentucky,

After the death of her father in 1927 Tucker retumed to China to work &t the Door of Hoope
Children's Retuge in Shanghai. When the Japanese army aftacked Shanghai n early 1932,
Tucker cabled her family, “All Sate—Psalm 467 The church gratefully reprinted the message
in the bulletin as well as the psalm, which begins, *God is our refuge and our strength, a very
present help in trouble”

The follcnaing year Tucker sent Highland a remarkable report. Tucker, by than in her late
fifties, wrote that she had traveled on a soft of hammodk slung batween two clumsy maulas
to visit the country churches where an astonishing revival was breaking out.

"My own eyves have seen some of the same mighty words a5 recorded in Acts” she
wrote, Parahytics walked and jumped down the street, demons were cast out and people
hetd boud all-night prayes meetings whare they repented and paid back tithes they had earfier
withheld, she wrate.

Tucker refurmed o Amenica in 1934 and taught Bible for several years at & school n
Charliatte, North Caroling, where her students included young Grady Wilson, a future close
associate o evangelist Billy Graham, She returned 10 Louiswiie and Highland in 1848, She fol-
lowed the raumatic developments in China with great interest, comesponding with former
students who had fied to Formosa after the commienist takeover. She died n 1963,




The onpna! sgucetion bwiding, opened o 1508, &5 0
stands roday.

pastor's study and an 3-foot-square baptistery
pool sct in a bay window behind the pulpit.
The Sunday following the organizational
meeting at the Pratt home, the charter members
of Highland, along with well-wishers and the
curious, crowded into their new church for the
inangural service. “Every pew was filled and
people were packed in every available space,”
reported  The Cowrter-fowrnnl, “Many  stood
around the door and many went away, unable 1o
get inside.”1& Norton family members gave a
church bell and a Communion set. Julice
Marvin's husband, Dr. ]. B, Marvin, donated a
large pulpit Bible. (Displayed in a case by the
inside entrance to the current sancouary, the
Marvin Bible is the only artiface from the onigi-
nal church that remains ar Highland. )
Seminary president John Broadus made the

opening praver, while renowned seminary
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scholar A, T, Roberson offered the dedicatory
praver and Walnur Street pastor T. T. Eaton
gave the benediction. Dr. William Pickard, pas-
e of Broadway Baptist Church, preached the
inaugural sermon. He used the sobering rext of
John 2:13-17, in which Jesus cleanses the
ancient Temple courtyard of moneychangeni—a
cautionary tale for a new congregation in it new
house, “Here is 1o be preached faithfully the
gospel of danger,™ he said. *This place is to be
conscerated 1o the grear doctrine of the atone-
ment.” Bur, he added, “God's love s o be
faithfully prochimed,” and the promise of
regeneration in Chrst. “So live as to make this
place magneric to sinners,” he continued, “How
can this be done? Why, so live in your hearts
and homes, that you will have power in your
hearts from on high.*17

Opening festivities over, the church quickly
sertled down to business. It clected officers,
including Richard Wyatt as clerk and Phelps,
Tucker and Pratt as trustees, It also formed a
voung people’s missionary sociery, ordered
offering envelopes and took care of such liverally
down-to-carth needs as sodding the lawn. The
Sunday 3chool, led by superimtendent Arthur
Kave, contimued to grow, aided by reachers
who filled the record books of the cardy vears:
Edith Harp, Mary Tucker Gould, Peard Chase,
Lucy Phelps, Louwise Tucker, James Phelps and
J. Bullock,

Highland selecred a seminary student to fill
the pulpit for its first months. George Hammon,
a native of Hamburg, Germany, had already
been teaching in Highland's nascent Sunday
School, Some of the records refer to Hammon
as “pastor,” bur it appears the church never
intended for him to be more than a temporary

I
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Preaching “the Gospel of Danger” and “the Love of God”

Inawgwral sermon at Highland Baptist Church, May 7, 1893
By Dr. William Pickard, pastor of Broadway Baptist Church, Text: fobm 2:13-17

Thhmﬂﬁmwmmmmmmminwuﬁﬂwhww
house, The son of God found that the holy purposes of the temple had been sacrile-
giously penverted. 5o He made a scourge of small cords and drove tham all out of the
temple. Let us think awhile about Christ's Father's house. Firsy, it is a place where God aspe-
clally manifests Himself. Nothing can be called sommon in connaction with special mani-
festations of Deity. Second, the Father's house is a place especially connected with the
sahvation of souls. The temple of old was a place of worship, The salvation idea was the dom-
inant one of the temple. Third, Christ’s Father's houses in the Cheistian dispensation are for
holy purposes. They are where His spiritual lsrael are 1o worship. Here the unsaved are to
learn the truth with referance to themsetwes and 1o God, and their relation 1o God, henca the
sahvation idea is to be kept promenent in the local church, as well as in the ancient temple.

Heare is 10 be preached faithfully the gospel of danger. This place is 1o be consecrated
to the great doctring of the atonemeant. Here, too, God's love is to be faithfully proclaimed.
It = not ancugh to preach the gospel of danger 8s 10 san and 13 rwinous rasults. It is not
anough to stop with the blessed doctrnine of the atonement. Back of Bathleham and Calvary
is the love of God for poor lost sinners. Here is to be kept sacred one other doctring, vast
in its import and absolutely essential 1o the purity of church life, namely, the doctrine
of reganeration.

God's spiritual kingdom is composed of those who have been bom of thae spirit of God.
God’s churches ara to be composed of God's people. This church belongs to that order of
belevers who never have swerved from Christ’s weachings to Nicodernus on this point.
Christ's Father's house in the New Testament dispensation is a place where His children are
10 keep sacredly those simple and expressive ordinances, which through all time are 5o
mightily to testify of Him, namely, baptism and the Lord's supper.

In general, how miy the members of this church make this place what it ought to be?
Let me urge that you not only hold prayerfully and faithfully 1o the teachings that should be
hald in Chiist's Father's house so as 10 keep it pure in doctring, but place great stress on the
e Christ amphasizes in all of His teachings by a hoty life. The good, the wicked, ves, devils,
will admire those who are really good, really pure. So live as 1o make this place magnatic to
sinners. How can this be done? Why, so lve in your hearts and homes, that you will have
powed in your hearts from on high. Let the worship here be in Christ's name, and for His sake
enshring Him n your hearts. Enthrone Him here. So pray for His presence here as really to
axpact Him to be here when you come to church. So expect Him as to go home hearbroken
if Ha should not meet you here. Then He will come to meet you in power, and where He is,
the pecple are drawn,



supply preacher while it looked for a permanent
pastor, By Ocrober 1893 Hammon's term had
“expired,” according to church minutes, and
he wanted to return to seminary. By whatever
title, Hetle s recorded of the ministry of this
fair-haired, angular-faced young German who
gazes out intently from a seminary portrait of
that time. But his memories of Highland were
fomd; nearly forty vears later, he wrote from
Kassell, Germany, expressing “his interest in
our church,"1¥

In December 1893 Highland held the first of
many evangelistic revivals and added cighteen to
its number. By then, Sunday School attendance
was averaging sixty-one. The growing church sall
lackied the means to support a full-time minister,
bast that mongh it hired its fis part-time pastor:
George H. Simmons. A Bullim County native,
Simmons had anended George-town College
and had been ordained by East Baptist Chorch in
Louisville. While working at Highland, he con-
tinued his job 3 manager of the Baptist Book
Concern, a local publishing howse and store that
became the evenmal flagship of the naoomwide
Bapaist Book Store chain. ¥

Attendance continued o grow under
Simmons as church women launched missionary
socicties and Highland began s long asso-
ciation with the downtown Louisville Raprist
Orphans Home. Members formed a committee
1o look after the neighborhood needy, and they
began taking financial pledges for support of the
church. They formed five groups, each around
a different neighborhood in the Highlands, for
purposes of monthly prayer mectings and
social gathenngs.

With the pastor’s work growing along with
the membership, the church raised Simmons's
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salary to 51,200 in May 1894
(the orgmal figure is not
recordedy, after he received
permission from the Bapauist
Book Concern to increase his
hours at the fledgling church,
Simmons hired an  assistant
pastor out of his own salary
in July to help shoulder
the growing burden. But on
December 10, 1894, Sim-
mons offered his resignation,

German student George
Harpmon, showen in fus

SEFNNATY poriredl, Was
Highiand's first preachor
b mot an official pashor,

Fhato coletesy of Soulfuanm
Bapbsr Theolngicsl Samuniry

which the church accepred ar

his “urgent request.” With membership past
100, Simmons correctly observed, the church
necded and couwld afford a full-time pastor.
Simmons’s interest lay elsewhere, but he assured
the church of his positive experiences there.
“Should T write a thousand [senzences] not one
of these would in the least breathe the shghtest
reproof or speak of any unpleasant occurrence,
There are none. Grear peace and prospenty have
attended us in all our works, ™20

B. A, Dawes

The pastoral transition ook place quickly. After
hearing a sermon by B. A, Dawes of Carlisle,
Eemocky, Highland called him as pastor on
December 30, 18%4. The marmage lasted as
long as the courtship was short; Dawes, a strong
evangelist and widely respected pastor, served
the next owelve, formative years at the church,
the longest term of any pastor in Highland his-
rorv. Highland would grow from 130 o 424
members under Dawes 2!

With a pronounced fin-de-siécle mustache
and an assured gape, Dawes quickly and

13
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confidently assumed the pul-
par. He conducted revivals that
brought wenty-two  people
int the church in 1896 and
another  ¢ighteen in 1898,
“He uzes no methods, but
lavs a strong foundation for
days before he gives any invita-
tion,” wrotc a fellosw pastor,
M. Bruce of Kirksville,
Kentucky, where Dawes con-
ducted a succesful revival, "l
seems a paty he does not love
the evangelistic work above the pasiorate. No
wonder his people are 40 appreciative of his
labars.™? Cultivated as Dawes’s siyle may have
been, he kefi no doubt what his mesage was,
“Are you saved:™ asked ome bill advertising a
revival ar Highland in 1906, adding the biblical
question: “For what shall it profit a man, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
owm SULILT

In 1905 Highland sent Dawes 1o the inau-
gural meeting of the Baprist Wordd Alliance in
England, along with several Southern Seminary
professors who had worked hard 1o realize the
drcam of such an internarional body. While in
England, Dawes accepred an invitation to preach
in the church of Baptist pioneer John Bunyan 23

Dawes's ministerial colleagues  Further
showed their respect for him by electing him 1o
numerous prominent roles in the Long Run
Baprist Association, including its Sunday School
and temperance organizations. Something of
Dawes’s vigorous evangelistic spirit—and  his
expectations for an active, edwcated licy—can
be gleaned from this 1897 report issued by the

Long Run Commuttee on Sunday School and

Colportage (religious literarure) Work, a ¢om-

mittee which he cochaired:
The Sunday school should be the congrega-
ton gathering o study the law of God, It
should therclore e oo of all the
church members thar can possibly amend, adl
the children thar can be gathered, and the
mon-Christian aduls.

[ts sucoess is not 10 be measared in amen-
dance, bur by what is learned of the Word of
Geond. Let this be kept before the minds of

thee 'pcnpl-:'. -

We recommend thar more atention be
given the Sundsy schood hibrares and that
they be selected not by bsts fumished but by
competent persons who will select no thing
but what has been personally read and
approved, that instead of 0 much soft, good
kind of literature, we may have something
smulating, strong, manky. 24

Clearly, a passive pew sitter would be
uncomforrable in Dawes’s church,

Highland's growth brought iv an emvialble
problem: it was outgrowing irs space. It started
a building fund as early as 1902 and formed a
building committee in 1905, The church
adopted a recommendation for 2 two-story
education building (plus basement) for about
7000, The new stone and brick building
alomg Grinstead opened in February 1908,
Tosday, the structure stands as the aldest on the
Highland property.

The building consisted of a main floor of
clamrooms with a central assembly hall {ghe
present-day Commions) that was open to the
second-fleor ceiing, On the second foor, class-
roomns werg positioned all along che sides, acces-
sible by a balcony that ran along the perimerer
overlooking the asembly hall, (The church Later
put a solid Aoor across the entire second floor. )



The basement, including the present-day
Fireside Room, provided additional meeting
space, particulardy for youth groups.

Highland's physical plant made a further
advance in 1909 when its sanctuary was wired
for electricity to replace its gas-powered fixtures.

Dawes resigned as pastor in 1907 1o take a
pulpit in Georgerown. By that time he had done
more than put Highland oq its way as a growing
church; he had sct a high bar by which future
Highland pastors would be judged. His succes-
sor soon learned just how high.

The Doolan Controversy

The church mext hired Leomard W. Doolan,
who had taught at Baylor University and
Southwestern Seminary in Texas, Doolan came
well recommended and immediately took a lead-
ership role on several Long Run committees.

But Doolan’s relationship with the church
quickly degenerated o Highland™s first crisis,
for reasens that remain mysterions.

Deacons tried quictly 1o persuade Doolan to
leave in mid-1910. Doolan told friends, acting as
intermediaries, he would pursue promising job
prospects elsewhere, Bur by January 1911, with
Doolan showing every sign of staying for a while,
deacons lost their patience. At a mecting, seven
of the cleven deacons called on Dioolan to resign,
hoping he would comply discreetly. Instead,
Diosodan broadease the conflice in a berter o the
entire congregation. He complained thar the
deacons acted “withour ever having had him
come before them or without having sought
from him any explanation of any ssues in detail,
The only charge obtainable from them so
far, is the indefinite one that many members
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hold grievous obgctions to
the pastor.”25

Ar a called meeting on
January 18, 1911, Doolan
and his wife recused them-
selves carly in the mecting,
and most of the subsequent
procecdings are airbrushed
from  history because the
church later “revised”™ the
minutes. 2 Only one page of

the original minutes survives,

Laonard Doolan sansad
&% pastor fromn 1907 waal
hi FESRAoN amid
conffaversy i 1877

indicaring that Doolan stll

didn’r know, or at least professed not to know,
what the mouble was about, since he aiked “that
he be recalled if any matter such as neglect w
visit the members ete. ete, should be broughe up
s0 he should have opportunity to explain.™*7

Ultimately, the Jamuary 18 meenng pro-
duced only a resolution praising Doolan’s char-
acter, leadership and scholarship—a here’s-vour-
hat-whats-your-hurry gesture thar Doolan
rebuffed. Several deacons and other officials—
many of them longtime members—resigned en
masse on January 31, and some left the church
entirely, Doolan remained the defiant head
of an antagonized, truncated congregation,
Surprisingly, in the midst of all this turmoal,
Highland hosted a successful mwo-week revival
in March. Thirty-three people joined the church
in services led by a visiting preacher brought in
by Dicsolan.

Eventually, Doolan recognized the obvious
and offered his resignation on Apnl 16, The
church accepted it immediately,. Glowing tessi-
monials for Doolan then followed from his
friend John H. Chandler, who had taken the
awiward role of go-between among sparrng
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parties, and seminary professor John B Sampey.
Both men had apparently helped broker
Doolan®s departure, and they moved and sec-
onded the church’s acceptance of his resignation,

The mystery remains: why did the relation-
ship between Highland and Doolan  sour?
Membership stagnared under his leadership, but
whether that was the cavse or result of the con-
fhict is unclear, More clear is the obvious evi-
dence of miscommunication amd the ill-advised
use of go-berweens. Doolan’s portrait shows a
dignified, fair-haired man in an impeccable suie
and tie, and he was well regarded as a biblical
scholar 2% Bur there is some reason to suspect a
cultural clash between a rough-edged Texan and
a congregation with a silk-swocking repatation in
a fashiomable neighborhood. In 1909 the
church vored on a proposal o discontinue the
ringing of the church bell. The motion wais
defeated, and the congregarion then approved a
compromise to ring the church bell before
Sunday School and before the Wednesday night
praver meetings, but at no other times,
Contemporary minutes don’t record Doolan®s
role, but a later church historian with deep
roots in the church, Carolyn Hoeing, reported
that Doolan wished to discontinue the “useless
and disturbing™ bell Anging, “The older mem-
bers were very much attached o everything
connected with the little church, and opposed™
the proposal 2% In fact, Mrs, Hoeing remem-
bered as a little girl thar children enjoved ring-
ing the bell so much the neighbors wanted o
cut its rope, 30

Poclan’s penchane for nding 3 motorcyele
may also have struck the church as vulgar, “Dir.
Dawes would pever have done such a thing,”

Mrs. Hoeing said in a later interview. Bur, as

Diesedan complained, the records contain no spe-
cific complants, “He was just peculiar,” Mrs.
Hoeing recalled much later. *Folks did nog like
him, "3l Nevertheless, the church’s mixed feel-
ings about him perasted i its offical history,
which touted his "aggresive, progressive and
very constructive work with us, 732

Dooalan took an assignment in Bowling
Green and  later ones in Hopkinsville  and
Damville, kater moving to a farm and doing supgply
preaching before settling in a retirement home on
Tavlorsvlle Road, where he died in 1943, There
is every reason o believe thar Sampey and others
were sincere in their fond words for Doolan, for
it was Sampey, by then presdent emerims of
Southern Seminary, who pressded over Dioolan’s
funeral at Cave Hill Cemetery.

Highland soon recovered from the debacle,
regathenng the ex-deacons and other alicnared
members and calling for help from E. Y.
Mulling, pressdent of Southern Seminary and
Highland’s neighbor on  Cherokee  Road.
Mullins, who must have recognized Highland's
need for a strong, steady pastor, gave “glowing
testimony” to the ababitics of Glasgow pastor A.
Pawl Baghy. 33 The church unanimously voted to
hire him. Incredibly, Highland reported a ner
gain of sixtcen members over the previous
tumulrucus yvear i its annual report to the Long
Run Association in August, and the church set-
tled deswn to the business of building repairs
and other routines, On New Year™s Eve, 1911,
“Brother ]. G. Pope came forward this date and
stared, that while be was not deaded as to his
Church affiliavon, he desired to scknowledge
Jesus Christ, as his Saviowr," 3 This must have
been for the congregation an encouraging con-
clusion ro a year that began in such turmaoil.



A Vigorous New Start

Baglwy, a minister like his father and brother, was
the scion of a prominent family of Baprist pas-
tors and missionarics racing its roots to colonial
Virginia.?> The Kenmucky native graduared from
Richmond College and Southern Seminary
before raking the Glasgow pulpir. 3¢

Baghby embarked on one of the happiest
pastor-chitrch relationships in Highland history
and a perod of growth. Numberning 451 mem-
bers at the start of Baghy's pastorate, the church
would grow o 590 by 1915, when it dedicared
its new building. That number would slide o
550 by the vme of Baghv's departure in 1921,
bur thar was hardly remarkable given the dis-
ruptions of war, plague and Baghby's own even-
il health probécms.

Ar the start, Bagby brought a combination
of vigor and scholarship ro the pulpit. He avidly
hunted and “loved all sports,” reportedly
rwice winning state amateur golfing towma-
ments, Oral tradition says that some members
questioned whether golfing wasn't superflucus
and unscemly for Highland's pastor to engage
in, but Bagby’s youthful athletasm proved par-
ticularly popular with the voung prople. And
Bagby's munisterial colleagues quickly matificd
Mullins’s high appraisal of his talents. The Long
Bun Association chose him o give their annual
sermen in 1917, and the YMOCA tapped him ta
work among soldiers at nearby Camp Tavior
during Waorld War 1. A photo on the cover of the
Highland bulletin for Bagby Day, marking his
third anniversary in the pulpit in 1914, shows a
Baghy in profile, his tim, youthful physigue
combined with a beyond-his-years gaze thar
suggests the intensity he brought o his wirk
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and thar led cevenrually wo a
physical breakdown. At the
tibute service, members of
Highland got up 1o pay trib-
ute to Baglw's work with the
Sunday School, the young
people, the men and “the
new church™—a reference 1o
his ewversight of the building
project that would solve, at

Fasior A Paw Bagly won
acimrrgrs for is aiRaticEm
angd fis dedication o
churgh wivk

least temporarily, the happy
prablem thae the church had

ORITETOWR 11 SpRdE,

Missions, Social Outreach
and Social Issues

From its start, Hightand regularly budgeted for
“missions and benevolences,”  demonstrating
how it viewed evangelism as mseparable from
meeting the physical needs of the poor, the sick
and others. In 1900 it started an endunng tra-
dition by collecting for a Fellowship Fund for
the needy each Communion Sunday. When area
Baptists opened Hope Bescue Mission ar Hth
and Jefferson, Highland members joimed s
governing board and made contributions, start-
ing a century of partnerships berween Highland
and those serving the needicst of Louisille on
Jeffersun Street,

Cloger to home, Highland agreed in 1908
to cosponsor a new mission on Bardstown Boad
at Duker Avenue, which was then ar the edge of
the growing Louwisville suburbs, Founded in
May 1907, the Ciry Limits Mission met first in
a house, then a tent and then, as the weather
wrned cold, 2 coal shed. In Apnl 1908
Highland agreed o share costs evenly with

v
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Walnut Sereer Baptist Church for the property,
building and operation of the mission. Members
of the owo churches served on s operating
committes. The new mission became Decr Park
Baprist Church, which built a small chapel and,
in 1915, its present sanmctuary on Bardsvown
Road. In 1910 2 Highland committee studied
the possibility of merging with Deer Park but
concluded, for unspecified reasons, thar =it was
not advisable™ po do so, 38

Cine of Highland's earliest and most endur-
ing contributions has been ro Louisville Baprist
Oephans” Home, which has evalved into today®s
kentucky Baprist Homes for  Children.
Highland routinely took special collections on
behalf of the home. Eady members like Amanda
Eaye, Scott Duncan and Trevor Whayne served
fior years on it board.

From Highland®s Arst vear, women formed
missionary socienics for themselves and their
children. Groups such as the Lintle Workers
Missionary Sociery listened o missionary stories
and supported Baptist causes. The Sunbeams, a
children’s group organized in 1907, numbered
more than 100 members by 1910 (not all of
them from familics of church members), That
vear the Sunbeams heard ralks from two imis-
sionaries from China and collected 545 1o aid Su
Ying, a mirl at a missionary school in Laichow
Fu, China, “whom we are educating.”™* They
raised another 5135 for missions o Africa,
Charter member Louise Tucker rook the mis-
sionary imperative further in 1910, embarking
on decades of missionary work in China.

Whatever political involvement Highland
members may have had in its carly wvears, the
records are silent on it. The Spanish-American
War, the asassinatons of President McKinley

and Kentucky Governor Goebbel, the passage of
Eentucky’s discnmunatory Dy Law, the stolen
Lowisville election of 1905, the sinking of the
Titanic=all of these passed withour notice in
the annals of church activities. Perhaps the pas-
tors discussed them from the pulpit; perhaps
some Highland members got involved in
reformist Lowmsville politics {on the example of
seminary president Mullins ), Cerrainly members
discussed such issues among themselves, bur
what they thoughrt is unrecorded %9

Highland also lived in a segregared state—
and state of mind. In its carly decades, the white
church made occasional, usually patronizing ref-
erences to Affican Amernicans, but it wasn™t until
well into the twentieth century thar the church
showed concern about racial justce or consid-
ered blacks for membership.

On one social issue, however, Highland
maide its voice heard loudly and often: temper-
ance, In an era of heavy alcoholism, Highlanders
and other Baptists fiercely advocated govern-
ment restriction of alcohol sales, not to mention
indiviclual abstinence. One Wednesday night in
1909, Highland canceled its midweek praver
mecting 5o members could attend a rally of
the Anti-Saloon League in Lowisville. George
Eager, a seminary professor and active Highland
member, served on the executive committes of
the Ant-Saloon League, Pastor Dawes, as chair-
man of the Long Bun Assocgation’s committes
on temperance, called wnequivocally for prohi-
bition, The trafficking of intoxicants was *the
cause of nearly all the poverty, come [and] suf-
fering of our State and nanon,” his commirtee
contended in 1896, adding that even the
governimental licensing of alkcohol i mworally
wrong because it gives legal respectability and



. . . protection to that traffic.” Individual
Baptists should abstain and urge others to do so,
and churches should consider disciplining those
who make or sell alcohol, the committee said #)
Early im Highland's yvears, the use of alcohol was

groands for expulsion 42

Seminary Influences on Highland

Southern Seminary took a central rale not only
i birthing Highland bt in raising it. Professors
John Sampey, George Eager and William T.
McGlothlin ook active roles as members of
the church, bringing a mix of backward- amd
forward-locking influences: a coplous serving of
nostalgia for what has been called the “Los
Cause™ of the Confederacy, an intellectually
sophisticated conservatism in theology and a
moderate dose of the Social Gospel,

Sampey was borm into an Alabama hoase-
hold where Confederate loyaltes were almoss
literally an article of faith, Highland members
were undoubtedly on the receiving end of some
of the devotional ralks he gave throughour his
life on Robert E. Lee, who was practically his
patron saint and that of the South. Eager, with
his Mark Twain-like mustache and mane of white
hair, brought even more impeccable Confederate
credentials. He had enlisted in the Confederate
Army at age sixteen and served as a courier in
combat, Later graduating from Southern
Seminary, Eager served pastorates in Virginia,
Tennesice and Alabama and joined Highland in
1901 when he became the seminary’s professor
of biblical introduction and pastoral theology.
He remained an active member ant]l moving
away in 1925, four vears before his death. Eager
was “the embodiment of that chivalry which was
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the old south,” recalled William O, Carver, a
seminary colleague. Carver®s wafe added that the
seminary got its money's worth out of Eager's

salary just by enabling “the students to see what

a truc Christian gentleman was like. 42 Carver
said Eager was less successful as a teacher than he
was popular for his easy exams, but Sampey said
he “was a pleasing speaker, with literary and
scholardy gifts, and, above all, a Christian genthe-
.. With his cultured wife he was a valuable
addition 1o the teaching seaff. "% Whatever

ran. .

Eager’s merits as a seminary professor, he per- |
formed valuable service to Highland as Sunday
School secretary, deacon, messenger to the
Southern Baprist Convennion and moderator of
the difficulc 1911 meeting on Doalan's: status
a8 minister.

In theology, Highland absorbed the profes-

sors” optimistic conservansm, which shunned

the novel theclogies but also reactionary

attempts to boil the faith down o a
set of legalistic shibboleths.
Sampey and Eager were well-
established cnough to be their
own men by the ame they joined
Highlarnd, but one cannot over-
ook the mfluence on them, and on
the church owverall, of E. Y.

Mullins, President of the seminary
from 1899 until his death in Professor George Eager

who sarved in many roles

1928, Mullins was surely more Migariel brotght an

influential than any nonmember  unusus mix of nostaigia
i Highland's history excepr ?ﬂ:;:ﬂcm fnrl'::
parrons Marvin and Manly, He  Sooial Gasped,

Pt cowresy of Southemn

lived abour three blocks away
T Bt Theskogeoal Saminany

fromm Highland in a mrreted brick
home ar 1311 Cherokee Boad, Mulling swiftly

rene o local and internatonal renown as an able | 19
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administrator, a shrewd denominational politician
and i sophisticated theologian., Whereas the hall-
mark of many reactionary Baprists of
his day was fear—of evalution, of
immigration, of movics, of mixed
bathing, even of automobiles—
Mullins brought an affrming
message of freedom of con-
saence, the pricsthood of the
believer, democratic church
gowernment, the separation of
church and state and the rAght

Professor Willam of individuals 1o read and
MeGiothiin suppied . . . ,
Highland's pulpit ding interpret the Bible. “IF there is
VRLATICIRS any one thing which stands out
ERE- CXERNy o Do above others in the crystal clear-

ol Thssogics’ Savminsry
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niess in the Mew Testament, it is
Christ's doctrine of the soul’s capacity, rght, and
privilege to approach God directly and rransacy
with Him in religion,” Mulline wrote in his clas-
sic work, The Axfoms of Refigion: A New
Interpretnsion of the Baprie Faith45

Such views doubtlesly filrered down o
Highland, which today honors Mullins with a
stained-glass. window showing him with his
Aximms, Baghy viewed Mullins as a menrtor and
taught some of Mullins’s classes while the presi-
dent was traveling, A later Highland member, ],
McKee Adams, served as Moullins’s personal
assistant in the 1920s,

Mullins and the seminary also showed some
openness to the Social Gospel of Walter
Ravschenbusch, the German-Amencan Baptst
theodogian, 4 Rauschenbusch believed Christians
must bring the Kingdom of God wo life in all
wpects, inchading social justice. Eager favorably
reviewed books advocating the Social Gospel. His
wite, Annie Eager, was abio a leading organizer of

the Women's Missionary Union Training School.
Its stucdents worked in the slums of Louisville and
were surcly influenced by the Sodial Gospel—and
sudents who attended Highland would  have
brought that influence to church. The Social
Gospel likely had some influence on Highland's
early outreaches to the poor on Jefferson Strect
and bevond,

In fact, Rauschenbusch has a direct connee-
tion to Highland, where today he is depicred in a
stained-glass window at the rear of the church,
holding his classic work, Chreintianisy and rbe
Sociad Crindr, As a seminarian, Rauvschenbuasch
served for two summers at the German Baprist
Church and, according to a larer Highland pas-
tor, boarded with the familv of Emest Hom,
which joined Highland soon after its opening.
Hom's daughter Elsie Kottke recalled sitting on
Rapschenbusch’s knee as a gid and receiving an
autographed copy of his book 47

Highland and the
Whitsitt Controversy

The Baptist and seminary familics were torn in a
fierce controversy in the late 1890s. Seminary
president William H, Whitsite published his his-
torical conclusions thar the Bapust movement
arose in seventeenth-century England, He also
wrote that the carlicsy Baptists sprinkbed rather
than immersed their adult converts, Such views
scandalized many Southern Baptists, who held
Landmarkist  wviews that  Baptists  always
immersed and eould trace an unbraken line back
1o John the Baptist himself, (The name comes
from an obscure injunction in Proverbs o
“remove not the ancient landmark,” and it

reflects a Baprist counterattack to Campbellines
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Jobn R. Sampey: “The Fighting Parson™

Bﬂlwaan 1909 and 1929, Highland was the home church to
ona of the most colorful personalities in Southem Baptst
Comantion histony. John R, Sampey, 8 Southam Saminary pro-
fassor who would later become president of the seminary and
the comvention, plaved a leeding rola at Highland at that time,
helping move pastors m and out, Serving two ferms a5 a
supply preachar and working on almost eveny influential com-
mittes of his ara.

As something of & Southern Renaissance man, Sampay
divided his time seamlessly between the sophisticated Highiand Baptist, with its professors
and profassionals, and the rustic Forks of Elkhorn Church, whare he served three stints as
pastor batwean 1886 and 1926 and whose summer revivals ware still scheduled for fullmoon
nights 0 rural folk could see their way home. Sampey was equally 5t ease in Sunday School
publication board meetings and in literary societies. He was a progressive ecumenist who
nevertheless sieered the Southern Baptist Cosvention away from the embryonic Warld
Councll of Churches, He was & Dixie devotes and segregationist who, kate in e, guetly
allowsed the first steps 1oward integration at Southern Saminary.

Born in 1863 in the Alsbama home of a relathwe who had died that same weak in the
Battle of Chickamauga, John Richard Sampey grew up amid wounded veterans and tales of
wounded Southern glory, Highland, ke ganerations of seminery classas and other sudsEnces,
rriust have often heard Samipey's stump speach in praise of Robart E. Lee, whom he adored
8% o saint, Sampey seamed & man mosa suited 10 the chivalry of the late nineteenth-Caniury
South than 1o the twentieth-century world in which he was lving, said Duka McCall, a formaer
Hightand member and seminary president who worked for Sampey as a seminary student
and admired him enough to name a son John Ruchard. Indeed, Sampey's patriotic speaches
during both world wars eanned him the nickname “the Fighting Parson ™ Yat he also was a pro-
gressive champion of academic fraedom in defense of saminary presidant Williarm H. Whitsi,
whosa historical research draw reactionary criticism,

Raised the son of a farmer, Sampey often worked as a shepherd boy, a biblical occupation
that gave him firsthand sermon anecdotes. He accepted Christ at age thirteen and was licensed
to preach at fiftean. Soon Sampey was riding horseback to preach revival services, Tha high
school valedictarian attanded Howard College and graduated from Southesn Saminary in 1886,
He planned to go to the mession field, but seminary professor Basil Manly persuaded him 1o
stay and work as a professor=—swhich he did for fifty-seven years.

Sampey and his wile, Annie, faced tragedy early in their marriage with the loss of thesr
youryg daughter, a precocious two-yearold whom Sampey atways remembered for her eager-
ness to say har badiime pravers for her family, the disabled bay across the street, and oth-
ars. Sampey drew cormfort from Psalm 103: “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
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pitieth them that fear him™ Sampey recalled saying alowd, “0 Lord, is thy pitying kove ke this
thing tugging at rmy heart? i so, it will never fail us”

In 1909 the seminary provided a home for the Sampeys at 1313 Willow Avenue, and
Sampey transféred membership from Fourth Avenue Baptist Church to the nearty Highland
Baptist. He immediately took a leadership role, serving as a trustes and supply preacher and
on the building and pulpit committeas. In the minutes of some miesatings Sampey seems 1o
be moving or saconding every item on the agenda. At other pomts he I8 less mvolved:
Highland could onfy share Sampey’s time with his phenomenal workioad. Nevertheless, he
wias always a powerful presence, almost a bishop in residence. Sampey showed fierce loyalty
to pastor A, Paul Bagby and his successor, Jesse B. Weatherspoon, whom Sampey eventuslly
lured away to the seminary faculty. “Dr. Sampey is the bast man who ever wore shoe beather”
said Bagby, who had Sampey preach revivals a1 both Highland and Wake Forest College,
whare Baghby later served as pastor

Sampey's wite, Anne, also ook an active role at Highland and lamented having to cut back
har work due to iliness. In a letter 1o Sampey, she wrote: *| do so lang to get to church. For
twenty-five years after we were married | 1aught & {Sunday School] class and filled my place
in the pew at church, but | can't do that anymore”

Sampey said Anne accepted her |ast illness with grace and courage. At her funeral in
1925, 300 paopla crowdead into the church.

“Telegrams, letters and cards keep coming in from a wide circle of friends” Sampey
wrote his daughter Elsia. "The body of your mother lies beside litthe Anita in the Seminary lot
[in Cave Hill Carmetary] in which the bodies of Drs. Boyes, Broadus and Manly are buried. The
fiowaars cowverad the entire grave, and enough remained to lay on the other adjacent graves”

Sampey in his grief poured himself into missionary work. He ofien regaled Highland audi-
ences with tales of his evangelistic crusades, which he eventuslly preached on five continents,
often ravalng with his second wita, Een. Locals in Brazil gave Sampey a dramatic cape that
Sampey wore proudly as a symbal of his missionary endeavors.

sampey beft Highland for Broadway Baptist in 1929, about the time he succeasded the kata
E. ¥ Mulling as saminary presidant. Church archives do not explain the transfer, but Highland
members iamentad his departure. Perhaps Sampey felt obligated to worship with wealthy
seminary benafactors at Broadway, as did Mullins bafare him, or perhaps he was upset with
Highland's refusal to approve an expansion program. As president, Sampey guided the heas-
ity ingebted semnary through the Depression. He was elected 10 three terms as Southern
Baptist Convention president. He retired in 1942 and died in 1946,

History has tended to overlook Sampey in favor of his contemporary E. Y. Mullins, whose
theology and statesmanship set the standards for a generous-minded consenvatism that influ-
enced Southern Baptist leaders for decades. Yet Sampey, in a career nearly twice as long as
that of Mullins, embodiad that spirt in his own faisty way. A former student, Henles Barnetie,
still sees Sampey's long finger stretched out at a rambling classmate, teling him; “Boy, put up
your shotgun and bring out your riflel We want some specificity ebout this!®



who claimed 1o be restoring the pure, primitive
church., ) It did lietle good to point out the lack
of historical evidence for the Landmarkist claims
or that even Whitsiir chiimed immersion to be
the divinely ordained, ancient practce.
Whitsitt's one-time pastor, T. T. Eaton,
campaigned to get Whirsine either to recant or 1o
leave the semimary, Eaton, the pastor of
Louisville's fagship Walnur Strect Baptist
Church, railed against Whitsitt in his influential
newspaper, the Western Recorder®® Matvers
came 1o a bodl in 1896 ar 2 meeting of the Long
Run Association at Walnur Street, when oppos-
ing messcngers came, as one observer said, with
speeches in their pockers with the destructive
potential of *a dynamite bomb, ™ Ar first, the
association appeared willing to pur down the
discussion with a polite resolution, but seminary
professor and furure Highland member John B
Sampey took the floor and launched a two-hour
broadside in Favor of Whitsitt, often interrupred
by applause and carcalls, Whitsitt “ought to have
freedom of spirit and freedom of speech 10
express what he finds in history,” Sampey said .0
The next day, the association passed a reso-
lution praising Whitsite, and Sampey half apolo-
gized for his speech, which left a lasting record
af both the tensions of the time and the feisty
spirit he later brought 1o Highland:
1 dix meat bebiove [ will ever indlict a speech on
Long Run Association as long as the one |
dumped on vou yesterday. In the second
place, 1 do not believe T will make any such
wild gestures and jump over the pulpir as 1 did
vesterday. Thirdly, . . . 1 do ot believe T will
ever get half as mad a8 T was vesterday. And in
the fourth place, 1 hope, in the goodness of
CGiod, nobody will ever stir me wp to get as
mad as | was yesterday, 3]
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But Eaton and other opponents persisted,
and in 1897 Long Run joined a growing chorus
calling for Whitsitt’s resignation.  Disappoint-
ingly, the only Highland messenger on record,
John Tucker, joined in that call. Perhaps Tucker
genuinely doubted Whisitt’s conclusions, or
perhaps, like even some of Whitsint's friends, he
believed that only the president’s resignation
could bring peace. Highland's minutes say
nothing about the controversy, and we should
not take Tucker's stance as represenung
Hightand’s, Whitsitt resigned in 1899, History
has since vindicated Whirsity, and Landmarkism
persists only in isolated pockes 52

What is <lear is that Highland never became
a reactionary, Landmarkist church. Sampey was
just one of Whitsitt’s strong supporters to join
Highland in the ensuing years. Chares T, Deanng,
who published Whirsitts controversial books?
and voted in his Fvor in that crucial 1897 Long
Run meeting a:¢ a messenger from anather
church, joined Highland in 1898, Professor
MeGlothlin, who joined Highland i 1913,
succeeded Whitsite as professor of history, and he
“quickly put 1o rest the fear that freedom of
historical thought had been bridled ar the
seminary,” one researcher said.*# McGlothlin
approached his work with pastoral concern rather
than polemical Agidity, urging tolerance berween
those who differed on Bapaist ongins.

Baptist and
Ecumenical Relations

Diespite controversics within the Baptist family,
Highland never saw itselfl as anything but loyal
to that family, In its early vears, it seemed to
idenrify more closely with the local Long Run
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Association than with its natonal affiliate, the
Southern Baptist Convention. Bur Highland's
Southern Baptist wdentity grew as thar conven-
tion forged a dominant religious ethos in the
twentieth-century South. By the ecary 1904,
Highland was using record books and Sunday
Schoal matenals published by the conventon, 35

Far all its Baptist idenrity, Highland cooper-
ated ccumenically from the first. Pastor
Simmons conducted a pulpit exchange with his
Highland Tresbwvterian Church counterpart in
1894, and the following year those two
churches and a Lutheran congregation held a
joint service. Temperance provided a further
opportunity for cross-denominational cooperation,
Highland and other Baptist churches also
helped support the interdenominational Union
Gospel Mission, which ministered 1o the down
and out on Jefferson Streer.

Cooperation was rare  berween  High-
landers and the dreaded two C's—Catholics and
Campbellites. The latter was a slightly pejorative
term for those i the Dhsciples of Christ o
“Christian churches,”™ which followed nine-
teenth-century preacher Alexander Camphbell
amid bitrer schisms with Baptists and other
denominations. Shortly after Edenside Christian
Church opened, Highland's church minutes
recorded archly that four Highland members
were dropped from the roll after joining the
“Campbellite Church on Bardstown Road ™
The records are silent on views toward
Catholics. Baptists of that time agreed almost
universally on Catholics” need for conversion,
though the two faiths' demographic parity
in Louisville made peaceful coexistence a

civil necessity,

Women’s Missionary Union
Training School

Highland had a close link with the Women's
sisstonary Union Training School from irs early
twenticth-century opening, through is evalu-
ton inte 3 sockal work school, to its controver-
stal closing in 1995,

The endeavor began when women sought
an education for missions and other chirch
work, Ar first, they
ook classes ae
Southern Seminary,
and Highland mem-
ber Annie Eager led
an effort 1o sct up a

chaperoned home

for the women stu-
dents. In 1907 the
WMU opened a
separate school with

'.'-':“.'r. '

N,
Annip Eagar was @ dring
farce in crewing the
Wéwrians Missonany Linon
Traiing Scfaal

instruction given by
seminary professors
such a5 Sampey,
MeGlothlin and  Annic  Eager's  husband,
George, Annie Eager chaired a school board and
recruited key personnel to the school. *Mrs.
Eager's leadership was typical of her drving
persomality,” recalled a later school president
and historian.
When she [recruited| a person, that person
might as well give in woner, for she would
have to do so later. . . . Mrs. Eager was ag that
mme in the pame of life, 2 bnlliang, alen
woman who was completely happy when she
coutld work for a cause that clamed her loyaloy
and devotion. | . . She was the persuasve
leader, the keen strategast, the metful diplomat



who handled the diffioult sitvations ancd wrote
the important letters where words must either

be weapons o healing agents. 50

In their later vears, Mr. and Mrs, Eager lived
next o the school, and she became known
tor students 15 Grandmother Eager. Several
Highland women, such as Mary Pratt, Lucy
Short, Mrs, Trevor Whayne and Mres, William ],
MeGlathlin served on the school™s board, and
Mr. Trevor Whayne pur his real estate training
to work in finding the schools home down-
town. For decades, many women students from
the schoal artended Highland.

Faith, Order and Money

For all the intellectual and ecumenical crosscur-
rents in which it swam, Highland determinedly
rerained its core Baptist identity and pracrice.
Fevivals, always a hoghlight of the church vear,
gathered in the chikdren of members for baprism
and new Baptist neighbors for membership.
Conservative in matters of the Bible and
evangelism, the church showed its progressive
impulse elsewhere. In January 1907, it vored
“that this church receive members from other
denominations upon their giving evidence of
having been converted at the dme they were
immersed.” Although low-level debates on that
tops recurred for decades, the church clearly was
not hung up on the danpers of “alien immersion™
as were its Landmarkist counterparts. Along the
same lines, Highland accepted members “by rela-
ton™ or under “watch care,” both indicating an
mssociare status that Landmarkists would be less
likely o accepr. Sall, Highland guarded its
Baprist dignity, granting outgoing letters only
w those joining other Baptist churches. Those
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joining other denominations, even fiendly ones
suich as Presbwvrenans or Methodists, were dropped
from the rolls as summarily as those joining the
Campbellires or Catholics.

Highland followed typical Baptist polity of
installing a governing board of deacons. The full
church, meeting moenthly, voted on budgers,
elecred officers and made other major deciions.
Pastors chaired the full business meetings and
amended deacons’ mectings, with the understand-
ing that they handled the preaching, evangelistic
and other spiritual tasks. Only rarely, as in
Doolan’s case, was the balance of power between
pastor and deacons upsct. A separate board of
rrustees handled deeds and other legal wransac-
tions with the outside world. Sunday School offi-
cers oversaw that viral function of the church.

Annual budgets rose from more than
52,000 in the ke 18905 10 %6000 in 1913,
when $2,500 went to the pastor’s salary.
Church records show the church had litde
financial cushion in ies carly decades, finishing
mare months in the red than in the black, The
church sometimes bisrowed or took up special
collections to balapce its books, bur this never
seemed bo nse bo 3 crisis in the early vears,

In Fact, the church seemed to bive a double
life financially, spending gencrously on hand-
some buildings and weekly paid quartets and
soloists, vet pinching pennics clsewhere, In
1915, for example, when Highland raised the
salary of organist Gertrude Tucker from $15 10
£25, it vored that she should have

the privilege of organ practice between the
Ivouar of noon and such time as the ming on
af lights should be necessary; also, that she be
granied the use of the organ during these
same hours for the purpose of instructing
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pupils who have sequired a knowledge of the
prancy, provided she will ar all tmes be prescit
with the pupil who it praciscing, furthermare,
that the Church is not 1o be heated for this
purpose and Miss Tocker 5 to pay maonthly
fowr such electnicity as Church Treasurer shall
determine i excess charge above the amount
oof bill rendered for regular use of the organ 37

Music and Liturgy

Because no church bulletins from the early vears
survive, wie are feft to guess thar early services
were conducted in the dignified ver evangelistic
style of many wrban Baptist churches 58
Interestingly, the two carliest bulletins thar sur-
vive—umc fromm Baghy's anniversary celebration
in 1913, the other from the new sancruary’s
dedication in 191 5—show thar Highland's twin
tastes for gospel and classical music have deep
roots. The Bagby Day titles included congrega-
tional Bymns like “Its Just Like Jesus™ and
“Rescue the Perishing,” while the dedication
service featured more formal solo numbers
like “How Lowvely Are Thy Dwellings™ and
“Miriam’s Song of Triumph,®

The church’s reliance on paid singers indi-
cates the pew sitters were relabvely passive in
musical marters; only in later decades would the
church get rid of its paid singers, in part to save
money bur also in recognition of the spintual
value of robust congregational singing and
larger volunteer choirs.

Mot all was polished and professional, how-
ever. Carolyn Hoeing, who grew up in the church,
recalled thar children usually operated the hand
pump on the organ, and if their attention got
diverted, the organ would fade in the middle of
the hymn 5

Life of the Church

Highland developed an early repuration as a
silk-stocking church, according to oral tradition,
and partly for good reason, given the “aristo-
cratic™ label of its streer.

Certainly Highland's paid quarters spoke of
affluence, or at least aspirations 1o it So did it
stately house of worship, with which the Baptists
of the Highlands showed they could match the
Episcopalians gable for gable. (Highland was
hardly the clasiest church even within its own
faith and order: both Walnur Street and
Broadway Baptist churches had baile themselves
tewenng cathedrals downtown, )

Yer the roster of Highland's members
speaks more of solid than spectacular suceess—
muore of a vigorous bourgeoisie than a pampered
aristocracy. Many members were busy building
their own businesses—James Phelps in wobaceo,
John Tucker in quarrying, Charles Dearing in
printing, Scott Duncan in wallpapering, for
example. Members pursued their professional
aspirations among each other. Dearing printed
some of the church’s envelopes and other mate-
rials, and Tucker cither sold or donated his
stones o the church, Trevor Whayne advertised
his real estare business in a church directory,
while a business card preserved in the church
archives suggests that Charles Gould solicized
insurance business from fellow members, ®0

Amd if Cherokee Road displayed the ansio-
cratic side of the Highlands, the church also
drew many ordinary, middle-class houschalds
from the dusty, unpaved side strects, such as the
Warts of Morton Avenue, Richard H. and Mary
Wyart and their five children shared three bed-
rooms besides a kirchen, bving room, dining



room, bath and outhowse, “We were not a poor
family but our circumstances were quite modest,
especially when we children were growing up,”
recalled their son, future mayor Wilson Watr,
who was bom i 1905, “Our home on Morton
Avenue was comfortable but not fancy ar all, . .,
Ours was a traditional middle-class neighbor-
hood and we knew most of our neighbors, ™61

Carolyn Cleaton Hoeing recalled growing
up in a large, white frame house in whar was
known as Slaughrer's Field, just off the unpaved
Tramsit Avenue (now Grinstead Drive), which
mrned muddy i winter and dusty in summer,
Early memorics include chasing the family cow
around Slaughter’s Field 52

As Louissille continied o develop outward
into such new neighborhoods as Tyler Park and
Deer Park, the church drew members from there
as well. Furthermore, the move of seminary pro-
fessors 1o the Highlands—Sampey to Willow,
Mullins and Eager to Cherokee Road—brought
to the neighborhood and church an educated, if
not especially moneved, element.

An Active Laity

Paid singers aside, Highland members knew
instinctively that 2 democratic institution such as
a Baprist church could function only as well as
its members, Like such charter familics as the
Whams, Tuckers and Phelpses, later joiners put
in impressive records of service,

H. G. Brownell, onctime director of the
Bardstown Bapiist Institute, an academy, served
as deacon and building committee member and
was Highland's Sunday School superintendent.
Scott Duncan served as church treasurer and

deacon, as a representative to the orphans home
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and as a member of a soldiers correspondence
committee during World War 1. ], 1D, Shouse
served on the deacons and the education building
comnminee, while Trevor Whayne served for years
as trustee, deacon, active board member of the
crphans home and in other roles, Mr, and M. H.
E. Cleaton joined in December 1899, Mr. Cleaton
wias ordaned o the ministry two years laer,
although he never served as a pastor; M. Cleaton
served as a financial secretary and on varows com-
mittees. Bur perhaps they are most notable today
for starting the longest family tradition in the
history of Highland, where their granddaughrer,
Edith Hocing, continues to be active.

Ins the early davs, only men served as pastors,
deacons and trustees. Bur as is often the case,
women performed much of the indispensable
work of the church, from the pre-1893 fund-
raisers onward. They taught Sunday School,
took active roles in denominational affairs,
formed ambitious missionary socicties for them-
selves and enrolled their children in still others.

Highland poared much of its energy into its
youth, developing not only a Sunday School
but, by 1910 at the latest, a2 Baprst Young
People’s Union, which provided further reli-
gious education and recreational activities.
Young people joined missionary socicties. A
Baraca club for boys met in the basement of the
education building, though the installation of a
pool table there scandalized the church enough
that it removed the table and reimbursed the
beonys. 53 Church minures, which generally skimp
on details in the eary vears, provide a verhal
snapshot of a Sunbeam picnic in 1909, when
some sixty children and the women wending
them piled into carriages and rode up
Cherokee Park for a picnic.
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Highland®s ecary success claimed one
beloved caswalty: its onginal building. The
stmall, gas-lit, coal-heated sanctuary served a
lifespan of two decades before the church out-
grew and replaced it, Yer far in the future, at the
church’s fortieth anniversary, members looked
back nostalgically at the “first lintde stone
Church builr at the very edge of the Ciry Limits
{at that time) with its bell in the wwer calling
the people many miles around o the services,”
church secretary Mettic Hom recorded.,

Seepping inside one found it very cozy and
inviting. The minaature bbrary presided over
by Miss Mary Pram with its book shelves
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around the walls of the vestibule; the warm
hand shake from the pastor as he greeted vou
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called the congregation to warship; the cush-
e bench near the front where Miss Lucy
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beautiful fowers contributed regulady for
many years by Mrs. Seers.
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new building,
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Serminary. Since the church Sunday  School
recends begin only in January 1892, the only peck
we have into 1891 are in the propery deeds and
oocasional references in Manly's correspondence.

B SSH, 1892,

8. Manly to Louise Manky,

L0 Dr. Marvin was his physician in his st vears.
Several contemporaries noted thar Manly died the
same date as another renownesd Baprist, the
British prescher Charles Spurgeon.

11. Quoted in Highland Baptist Church, by Edith
Hocing. Unpublished manuscript in church
archives.

12, Identified in records then as McFerran Memorial.

13. LR, 1894,

14. CJ, 8,/21/13.

15, The lewters are: Mrs. Chardes Gould 1o Sampey,
4,/9,/26, 5F; Louse Tucker to HBC, 4/3/33,
CM: Flirenee and Looise Tucker o HBC,
4,/25,/43, CM. Other sources include an undared
C] obimsary of John W, Tucker from 1927 and a
resoluthon on the death of Florence Tucker, CM,
6/ 19,57,
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], 5/8,/1893, The ads surrounding the article
torm a periesd piece in themselves, hawking *Dr,
Price’s Deliciouws Flavoring  Extraces,”  the
“famous waters” of French Lick Springs, Indiana,
and Buropean-bound ocean liners,

Cl, 57871893,

. IM, 456,731, Designated o reply was Ernest

Horn, the erstwhile member of the German
Baprist Chuorch who probably knew Hammon
from when both men helped get Highland
started

Acquired in 1925 by the convention™s Raptist
Sunday School Board, the store became the firse
in the Bapist Book Swore chain, though it no
longer exists in its original downtoan spoc. The
chain, now called LifeWay Chnstian Stores, with
aboase 100 ouckers, describes it history ar
www bifeway.com Sabour_pr501b,asp,

CM, 1271671854, Simmons went on (o eam a
doctorare ar South Western Baprist University in
1EST. In the bast reference that could be found of
hirm, Simmons was listed in Terre Hauge, Ind., in
L899, according e The Miminenial Direcrary af
the Baptin Clurches, George W. Lasher ed.,
Ministerial Ihrector Co., Oxford, Ohio, 189,
Email from PMai Brown, LieWay Christian
Resources, 3,/16/2004.

LR, 1895, 1907,

The article, clipped from an umdentificd pubdica-
tion, 1% in the HBC archives.

Letter from Lucile Dawes Whitchouse and Filla
Dawes Farris, HEH, 5,24 /68,

. LR, 1897,
CEML 1710
. Thie church voted on 5,731 /11 “that muinuecs of

called mecting of Jan. 18, 1911, be expunged
from the records, and the minutes a3 revised by
Dr. Geo. B Eager and Bro. Trevor H. Whavne, a
committec appoineed far that purpose, be subsn-
tuted therefore.™

Aoseparate sct of paniates has been pasted over the
original, bur the lareer B legibde by backlighring.
WL Ok Carver wrote that Doolan worked as rem-
porary bstructor at Southern Seminary and “was
a very competent Cdd Testament teacher, espe-
crally in Hebrew.™ “Recodlecrions,™ 10k
“History,” 1943,

. WR, 6,/24,/81.

Cuored in Ererner, 8,

“History." 1943, [t should be noted that this his-
pory, written within living history of the events,
disd mot mention the controversy,

TEEZES

SCOur Ewserprise Here in the Highfaods”

CM, 7/23/11.
L CM, 1231711,
. "The Baghys,™ by

Harry ﬂﬂl’h‘:.- !E:lgh'_l.'
(1863-1945}, Paul’s brother, reprinted on the
family genealogical Web site, www.baghv.org,
WR, 5,/7/53.

. "Hisvory,™ 1943,

M, 6S505 71 Dheer Park "I':I'I:I-:-FEEI.'LLL"

 CM, 5729710,

. Some Lowisville Protestant figures, such as

Mullins, supported a “fusioniss™ coalition of
Republicans and reformist Democrats against the
Whallen  political machine. Whether any
Highland members joined in is not evident.

- LB, 1896, 1898,
. Mrs, Fellmer Hoeing, quoted by Kremer, 18,

Quoted in Leonard, Dictfomary, 108,

. Carver, *Recollections,” 83; Sampey, Memeirs,

105,

. Axioms, 72.
, Ellis, 24, 129,

. Interview, sermon, Don Burke.

. Then published by the Baptst Book Concern,

which Eaton controlled, the WR did not come
under the official acgis of Kentucky Bapeists wnril
1919,

CWEH, 910,189,

. Thid.

. Ihid.

. Bugg, 101,

. A Chiertion in Baprise Higery, 1896,

. Bugg, 215,

. This is particalarly noteworthy snce Sampey was

for decades a member of a somewhat competing
ceumciical Sunday School publisher,

. Litbcjohn, 83, 949, 118,
. CM, 8/2715,
. Dien known as the Chardeston wesdition, with irs

flagship a1 Ferst Baptisz in Chaslessen, South
Carolina, where Basil Manly Je.'s father served as
pastor.

. WR, 6,24/81.

. Inserved in S5F, 1908-09.
. Hall, 5.

. WE, 6724781,

cCM, 714,508,

. CM; 533,
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SHAPTER Two

1915-1929

“T'he Church of Tomorrow™

ighland opened a new, larger sanciuary
Hln 1915 and had every reason oo be
optimistic for 3 renewed beginning. Instead, for
the next six vears, it barely held s cram as it was
buffered by crisks after crisis. America's entry
ity World War [ drew Eu-.rm'ﬂ. Pl H:Lth.' and
several members into one form or another of
military-related service. When a global influenza
pandemic swept through Louisville, Highland
was largely spared casualnies, but the plague shut
down services for severdl weeks as s leaders
provided pastoral care for the dving. After the
WoIr, H;J.__L-‘h:.' suffered r|.':|1|:JI!I:|.‘| Fealeh breakdowng
thuar h:|1l the church unscetled I]:II_'\'IIlI.E]I. b
departure in 1921, But with the 1922 hinng of
pastor Jesse B, Weatherspoon, who brought
scholarship, social conscience and evangelistic
passion to the pulpit, and with an aggressive
vouth program, Highland membership nearly
doubled by the end of the decade. (n the eve of
thee ]-’El'll.‘l.'.'-h'il::ll'l. Hi5|'||_'|m.1'h |.'|i.55nd ]'u.‘-l Whale i
seermed v be the same cne it was ficng in 1915—

where to put all the new people 1t was attracting,

A New Home

As Highland outgrew its onginal sancruary, it
began collecting 516,000 in pledges in 1913
toward a building program. Expanding the
existing structure prowed unfeasible, architects
reported, w0 the church decded to raze the
existing structure and build anew, laving the
cornerstone in 1914,

Architect Hugh Llovd Nevin designed a

chureh in the Englhsh Gaothic manner (a simpler

Highiand & new Sanciuary Was opsnad m 1975



style than thar of continental Europe's soaring
cathedrals), Unlike the first church, which faced
Cherokee Road, this one stood at a forty-five-
degree anghe to the streers, facing the intersection
directly with a broad, welcoming entrance way.
As with the original church, deacon John W,
Tucker provided blond limestone from his quarry.
The windows rose 1o gentle Gothic paints,
with diamond-shaped, amber-tinted glass panes.
The church dedicated one window to the late
Julictre Morron Marvin, benefactor of the ongi-
mal building. The walls were supported by
sturdy burtresses, and the tower emulated *a
turrcted Fortress,™! similar vo the squat, crenegl-
larcd rowers thar adom many English forts and
churches. The sancruary featured graceful,
wooden ceiling beams with circular ocmamentation,
4 new 52,500 Pilcher organ directly behind the
pulpit, a small choir loft and a floor-level
baptistery. (Popular legends state that because
the church was modeled on an Anglican one in
England, or because the architect was
Presbyterian, no one madé provisions for 2
built-in baptistery, forcing the church to impro-
vise one. Mo evidence supports gither legend. )
The clerk reported:
It was the general apanion that the Charch had
mose than goren value received, both in
workmanship and matenal, and the Archirect
andd Building Committee were highly com-
mended in remarks by the Pastor and several
of the Brethren for their close applica-

ton o detail in secing thar comraces were
carried out.d

On the second Sunday in May 1915, mark-
ing the twenty-second anniversary of Highland,
members and other Baptist luminanes dedicated
the sanctuary. Accompanied by the new Pilcher

e Clarel of Toemorrow ™

organ, paid singers performed anthems titled as
“How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings™ and “Excepr
the Lord Build a House.” Seminary presdent E.
Y, Mullins and Broadway Baptist
pastor W, W, Landrum gave
prayers, and Baghy delivered the
inamgural sermon.  Members
pledged 512,996 oward the
building that day, though
whether these were part of or in
addition to previous pledges is
unclear, (Subsequent records
show the church worked off a

This is the fest ongnal
510,000 debr over the cOMINg  window from the 1915

fivie years.)

sanciuary. [t is deaicahed in

mamory of Jiate Narten

A smapshot of church statis- o0 ne naid for

tics at this moment showed a construction of (e ong

healthy congregarion, with 590 ity

members, a $7,695 budget and a Sunday Schoaol
with 350 pupils and 25 reachers. The church
alsy srreamlined by reducing ity number of
deacons from 15 to 12 and sccking to clean its
books of imactive members and  douabiful
pledges. But Highland did not bask long in its
hopeful new beginning.

World War |

On April 6, 1917, the United States declared
war on Germany, entering a world war thar had
already been ravaging Europe for three years,
Several Highland members entered military
service, and the church formed a committee o
correspond with them and Bsued them “travel-
ing lerters® to cnable them to link up with
Baptist churches near their bases. The only serv-
iceman  from Highland whose name s

recorded—John R. Sampey Jr—served as an
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infantry second lieutenant in a machine gun
battalion in France and was commended as “a
faithful officer.”3

The war was far mose than just a distane
echo from France. The U.S. government placed
a large training base in southern Jefferson
County. Almost overnight, Camp Zachary
Tavlor rose as a virtual city. It rained more than
150,000 soldiers by wars end and housed
still more returning from Euwrope. The YMOCA
launched a ministry there and asked Baghy 1o
take a leading robe. The church voted in July 1o
grant him 2 one-year leave of absence. “Dr.
Baghy said that he had considered the mamer for
the past two weeks and was comvinced thar the
only conscientious thing for him oo do was o
take up the work,” the church clerk recorded 4
Highland contracted John B. Sampey Sr. and
William ]. McGlothlin—seminary professors
and church members—to supply its pulpit in the
meantime, with deacons handling  visitation,
Those men fulfilled their task despite being
drawm into war work of their own,

Sampey, in between his supply preaching,
teaching and tending a victory garden ar home,
gave so many patriotic speeches that he earned
the nickname “the Fighting Parson.™ He spoke
two to three times a week at Camp Taylor,
exhorting troops o defend crilization against
what he viewed as German barbarism. Sampey
urged his seminary students to enlist—not as
chaplains but as fighters, *Had Dr. Sampey had
his way, 1 think the entire student body would
have enlisted in World War 1" one student
recalled.® At the Long Run Association meet-
ing in 1918, messengers rose to a chorus of
*My Country "Tis of Thee™ after Sampey called

for the “willing lowvalty and sacrifice to ad
our native land in winning a glonous victory
and 1o consecrate all o her in the hour of
wordd strife which is being waged for freedom
and liberey,™"

MeGlothlin went to work for the ULS, Food
Administration, which had recruited religious
figures po spread its call for the prudent use of
food sapplies. “The war must be won, and each
of us can help by food conservation,”
MeGlothlin urged Baptists.® Highland authos-
ized MeGlothlin to take leaves from the pulpit
as peeded, *It is a great sacrfice 1o have to be
away from home o long, but [ am willing to
miake this personal sacnfice if [ ¢an thereby bring
this campaign to a successful sswe,” McoGlothlin
wrote from Washington to a colleague®
MeGlothlin later worked on 2 government
committee  providing  humanitanian  relief w
war-torn Europe,

Highland also reached out to soldiers in
[wn, receivimg some as members or taking
them in under “watch care.” A Rev. Lawrence
M. Eelly of the Brnsh Asmy was listed as
a member.

Baghy amended some church meetings and
gave the annual sermon at the Long Run
Association in 1917, With the war sall ragng
into 1918, he felt he should continue his Camp
Taylor work beyond his one year's leave of
absence and offered to resign. But the church
instead extended his beave as well as its supply
contracts with Sampey and McGlothlin, The
church did want Bagby to lead a revival in
Movember, but cvents overtook those plans,
Stationed ar Camp Tavloe™s hosparal, Baghby was
about o witness an apocalyptic scourge.



Influenza

Soldiers rerumning from World War 1 carried
with them the most vicious strain of influenzs
ever o sweep the world. The plague, destined to
Kill ar least 20 million people worldwide, swept
Camp Taylor and spread into Louisville. From
Seprember 1o Movember 1918, at leasr 10,000
soldiers were hospitalized ar Camp Tavlor; ar
least 300 died. Another 6,400 cases and 5000
deaths were reported in the cine!® The city
Board of Health banned all public gatherings, so
Highland canceled services and Sunday School
from October 6 o Movember 10, and even afier
that the board closely monitored Sunday School
gatherings. Not wuntil early 1919 could the
church serve communion ar Pare’s Hest, a
nearby home for elderdy Baptist women.

“The Lord spared the people of ouwr
Church™ from the influenza, a grateful church
clerk recorded.!! Bue at least two members were
in the thick of the crsis: Bagby, stanoned at
Camp Tavlor, and Sampey 5r., who volunteered
more than wsual there, “Strong young men
went down before the sudden onset of the mys-
terious discase,” Sampey wrobe:

When the scourge was ar its worst, | contin:
ved my visits 1o the hospital and tried o
minister o the sick. As men grew worse they
would be moved 1o the section of the ward
where their comrades lay dying. YWhen men
could el the address of loved ones, 1 wrote
letters for them. There were few whao
coubd dictate a letter, but T would write and
then read wo them what T had written,
and ger their consent o send the message
as written 12

“The Clarrch of Tomarraw”

Twenty-seven vears later, Sampey received a
letter from one such soldier, thanking him for
writing his family when he was ill.13

On Movember 11, the day after the quaran-
tine on church gatherings was lifted, news
arnved of the Armistice signaling the end of
Workd War 1. Members of Highland and other
Baptist churches met the following Sunday
at Broadway Baptist Church for a *Victory
Thanksgiving Service.™

Other Tragedies

Thowgh the worst wave of influcnza spared
Highland, the plague struck the church on the
rebound. Sixteen-year-old Evebm Mortimore,
who had attended Highland with her sister, died
at age sixteen on October B, 1919, of tuberoulosis
compounded by influenza, Her father had also
died recently, and although her parents were not
members of Highland, the church had helped
the Bamily with coal and other supplics dunng
the winter. Four davs after losing her daughter,
Mary E. Mortimore came forward and
presented herself as a candidare for baptism. 14
Tragedy also strick  another voung life,
Richard H. Wyart Jr,, son of charter member
Richard 5r. and his wife, Mary, died at age
seventeen in Seprember 1917 of an infection
resulting from a ruprored appendix. Wilson
Wiart recalled for the rest of his Life the day he
met his parents on the strect as he was doing an
errand and was vold of the death of the older
brother he had admired, Wilson Wyare Larer said
he never indulged in nostalgia for “the good old
days™ before medical advances, such as the: ann-
biotics that could have saved his brother's life. 15
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Postwar Recovery and
Posttraumatic Stress

With the war and plague over, Highland soughe
to resume business as usual, It held a revival in
March 1919 with an all-star cast of preachers
that included Sampey, Mullins, Broadway’s
Landrum and others. Five people joined the
church. Bur the war continued to reverberate,

Highland lost one of its leading members
when William McoGlothlin—who had gained
recogninion a5 3 denomunarional leader in
wartime—accepied the presidency of Furman
University in South Carolina in 1919, He was
launched on a trajectory that carried him to the
Southern Baprist presidency in the cardy 1930s
before his sudden death in June 1933 06
Highland held a bitrersweet receprion for him in
Jume 1905,

Dr. MeGlothlin's response was a fatherly
farewell to us all. We felt that our brotherly
connections do not cease though Dr
McGlothlin and his famaly have lefc us,
We are still muech interested in their wel-
fare, Music and refreshments added to the
jovful occasion. God be with them el we
mect a.ﬁain.l'-"

A restless Bagby returned mo Highland's
pulpit but was soon considering a call 1o Rich-
mond, Virginia. The church responded mag-

nanimously with a resclution that

we have such bove for our pastor and such
appreciation of his worth and character that
we desire o expres our complete confidence
it harm ansd to state that we are willing for him
e go o look over the ficld at Bichmond or
elsewhere believing that he s actuated solely
by his desire 1o serve God i such manner amd
swch place as he shall be led to serve, 18

Bagby Larer concluded “that it was God™s will 1o
remain with our Chureh here in Louslle,”
With thar rencwed commitment, e helped
organize 4 ncighborhood survey of patential
members and wegently promoted a revival for
March 1920, “Owur Church is in the best comdi-
tion today thar it has ever known™ he wrote
members, calling for praver and work o “wan
our section of the city for Chrise," 9

But Baghy quickly worked himself to
cxhaustion, The church granted him a two-
maonth leave in Apnl. This was becoming a
familiar pattern for Bagby. Even the nineteen-
vear-old John B Sampey Jr. could see the strain
in his pastor during a 1916 revival meeting.
“Preaching is a tryving job and it s 30 easy to
overdue it [#e],” he wrote his father, “Owur
mecting is doing very nicely but T fear Dir. Baghby
is carrying roo much, ™20

Baphby returned from his leave e a busy
time ar Highland. On hot summer pights in
those days before air conditioning, Highland
advertised itscll wo the neighborhood with out-
door Sunday night services on its lawn, artended
b as many as 200. On September 26, 1920, the
church held a “Silver Dollar Day,™ urging cach
memiser to contribure ar lease one extra dollar to
finish off the building debr. “The jov of giving
was surely rampant,” the church clerk recorded.
“Od and young gladly made their offering.
Grandfathers and mothers carnied children o
the front o lay down their dollars, The last
of our Church debt was raised and all were
happy indeed. ™21

The tollowing week, abour 300 members
“from far and mear”™ gathered for a daylong
celebration of Bagby's ninth anniversary in
Highland's pulpit as well as its dedication of



the debt-free church. The ever-active John W,
Tucker ceremonially burned the loan notes, and
the congregation sang “Praise God from Whom
All Blessings Flow.™ Fifteen people were baptired.
A bounnful dinner was prepared by the ladics
of the church. . . . Dr, Bagly, our dear Pastor,
in a tonching peaver dedicated our Church
Home to the service of the Loed and spoke of
the future plans for the advancement of our
work. . . . The Lord's Supper was the conclu-
sion of a happy day for our pastor and his
people, long to be nemembered. 22

Bur Bagby had rushed lis return oo
quickly and suffered another health breakdown,
Doctors ordered a rest period of ar least six
months. The church approved a paid leave of
absence “out of the love to Dr. Bagby and
appreciation of his faithful service ™33

The church once again appointed Sampey
as a2 supply preacher along with MeGlothlin's
successor at the seminary, F. M. Powell, who
had joined Highland.

A letter from longrime deacon  Scott
Duncan o Sampey reflects growing worries
about the impact of Bagby's absences: “We are
looking to vour supplying with a great deal of
pleasure and assure you that we will not cven
nod during vour ministry. You are night about
keeping things moving during the absence of
oarr Pastor, and we will, ™24

Tndeed, the records teem wath continued
activity—recruitment  visits in the neighbor-
hood, a service of Chhstmas music, a 3378
collection for food relief in Europe, Sampey
baptized such people as young Ralph Logan, a
pallar of Highland leadership in future decades.

Bagbv, meanwhile, motored off with his
family to Virginia, where he relaxed by hunting

T Clrrreh of Tomorrow™

squirrels and rabbits. He took special pleasure in
bagging two birds that flew rght in front of
him, even if they were out of season. *1 am feel-
ing quite a deal berer already, eating well and
sheeping well,” he wrote Sampey.25
Becards mever indicate what was wrong
with Baghy; perhaps neither he nor his doctors
knew. Today we can speculate he had chronic
Fatigee syncdromie, bipolar disorder or perhaps
post-traumatic stress disorder from the Camp
Taylor plague expericnce,
In any case, Bagby needed a change.

He made only a brief return 1o Highland the
following May, resigning in August 1921 to
accept the pastorare of Wake Forest College and
its accompanying church in North Carolina, He
fater went on to other pulpits, including that of
First Baptist in Williamsburg, Kenmucky, from
which he sent Highland congramulations in 1933
an its forueth anniversary:

My ten years' pastorate of the church brought

o me and my family blesings many. It & a

noble chureh—a boval and lovable people. [

shall bove the church to the end of my days. . . .

Mrs. Bagby would join me in this greeting,

bt she is about to slip away o meet with the

redeenyed of the ages on the other share, but

her love has always abounded toward the
Highland Baptist Church. 26

A. Paul Bagby died on April 13, 1953.%7

A Mission in the West End

The very day Baghy formally tendered his resig-
nation, August 8, 1921, Highland also voted to
assume responsibility of a new mission at 38th
and Marker streers in the West End, MNear the
cnd of 1921, it authorized spending 58,000 on

a5
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a new building there, and Highland began
counting members of the mission among s
own official members,

The mission gestated quickly, By Nowv-
ember 1922, it averaged a worship attendance
of sixty and hosted a Sunday School, 2 midweek
prayer meeting and Baptist Young People™s
Union chaprers. On September 5, 1923, Highland
formally discharged about 100 members of the
mission when it became an independent congre-
gation, known as Shawnee Baprist Church,
Through the decades, Shawnee continued as a
small neighborhood church. Led by pastor
Lonnic Mattngly since 1972, however, the
church has gone on to dramatic growth as a
fundamentalist church, independent from the
Southern Baptist Convention and using only the
King James rranslation of the Rible. It now
meets in larger facilities on Bank Street, drawing
1200 worshipers on Sunday mormings and
hosting a Christian school and Bible college 24

J. B. Weatherspoon

Soon after Baghy's departure, Highland zeroed
in on a suceessor: Jesse B, Weatherspoon, a
Morth Carolina pastor and former instrucror at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Texas. In November the church agreed 1o
hire Weatherspoon at 55,000 a year based on a
glowing pulpat committes recommendation:

He is a man of decp sparitual sense and power,
without which a great church can never be
builc up. He & a winner of souls, an able
preacher, an effective organizer and a truc,
companionable and energetic man, whose
deepest concern is his high calling a3 a man of
God, and he has caught the vision of a grear
future for our Church, 22

That recommendation seemed o st an
impossably high bar for Weatherspoon, but he
MCl CcVery cxpectation in a pastorare thar
brought strong growth to Highland for the nest
of the decade, “He was the gold standard by
which all others were measured,™ with “his bril-
Hant preaching, his warm pastoral stvle, his
scholarship,™ recalls John Ewing Roberts, who
grew up in Highland after Weatherspoon had
lefi but while his reputation endured 32 Wilson
Whiatt also recalled Weatherspoon preaching
impresave, scholarly sermons. His views were
well fwrmed in the 1920s on the need for a
“prophetic passion™ in the pulpit, though sur-
viving bulletins show few references o the social
witness for which Weatherspoon became well
known after leaving Highland.

Weatherspoon quickly made his mark on
Highland, preaching a ten-day revival in 1922
that resulted in eighteen new members. He later
organized some of the most successful revivals in
Highland's history,

Sixty-rwo people joined during a two-week
mecting led by Virginia evangelist John [. Wicker
in 1924, Fighteen of them presented themselves
for baptism after one youth service alone.

Two years later, evangelst Lioyd Tilghman
Wilson led a revival that brought in fifty-nmine
members, preaching on such eclectic topics as
“the mosy popular sin in the world,” “life"s most
important lesson,” “the fall of the apostle
Perer,” “serving the risen Christ,” “the imperi-
ous now,” “old-time religion™ and *the barren
life.” Eighteen converts were baptized at a sin-
gle Sunday night service.

Fifty-one mew members joined in 1927 after
yet another revival, led by Bowling Green pastor
I. E. Hampton and Jewish-Christian evangelist



Jacob Gartenhous. “We enjoyed a wonderful
meeting with the ingathering of many souls
and the rededicating of those of us who were
in need of a new awakening to our task,” the
clerk reported.

Mor was the church waiting for prospects wo
show wup at its door, Yolunteers fanned out in
the neighborhood to promote the mectings,
held “cotrage praver meetings”™ in members’
homes to pray for the success of upoomung
revivals and organized a “win one™ week in
1925, urging members to witness o non-
Christian friends. Young Sunday School stu-
dents searched the Highlands for new pupils,
“They promise to bring back a report as favor-
able as that of Joshua and Caleb and to avoid
the weak-hearted report of the other 10 spics
who went into the land of pramise,” the church
bulletin reported, Older students should follow
their example “or admat thar *A licde child shall
lead them,® ™31

Highland, meanwhile, was spreading evan-
gelistic fervor elsewhere, Weatherspoon regu-
larty conducted revivals at other churches. John
Sampey embarked an a new missionary career.
He enthralled Highland's Women's Missionary
Union and other groups with his rales of evan-
gelistic crusades in Brazil and other -foreign
lands, where he had begun traveling after the
death of his Arst wife in 1925, A church bulletin
in 1928 kept members up to date on his latest
cvangelistic successes in Brazl: fifty-five profes:
saons of faith in just one week 32

Highland®s bulletin captured the evangehstic
ethos of the times in 1927 with this quotation
from the prominent northern Baptist pastor
Bussell H. Conwell:

“The Chnrelr of Tomrorvew™®

The mission of the church 18 #o save the sodils of
e, That is its true mossion. [t s the only mis-
sion of the church. That should be s oaly
thought. The minute that any church admits a
singer that does not sing to save souls; the
moment 4 church cafls 3 pastar who does. ot
preach to save souls; the moment a church elecs
a desoon who docs not work o save soulks; the
moment a chunch gives a supper or entertain-
ment of any kind not for the purpose of saving
soutls, it ceases in so msch to be a church 34

Youth Actvities

More than just harvesting souls, Hightand nur-
tured them as well. Assistant pastor . Floyd
Morris, a Southern Seminary sudent, led a
dymamic youth program with the slogan “The
Church of Tomorrow.” The church’s weekly
calendar was packed with Sunday School pro-
grams, weckday missionary sociery meetings and
Sunday evening gatherings of the Baprist Young
People’s Union (BYPL), which rrained pupils in
the Rible and Baprist identity.

Children in the BYPU performed educational
dramas thar were so  effective that one
vigitor asked where he could buy a scnipe, assum-
ing it had been professionally done. In one drama,
titled *The Superionty of the Bible,™ a lawyer, a
physician, a farmer and others visit a library and
pour out their oroubles to a kindly hbraran, She
dispenses “a comforting bit of scripture to all who
came tired and troubled to her desk.™ The BYTU
atrendance record ®was smashed™ that nighs, said
the bulletin. ™ In 1928, Chinese seminary student
Fu Chun starred in a BYPU play called “The
Color Line,” portraving a native Chinese student
encounterng such characters as a Western college
president, a daughter of missionaries, an ROTC
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Fastor J. B. Weathdrspoon
Jaa Haghiand through o his wife, Ada, whom ha marmed in 1913, (Always called “Lady” she would

panod of dramalic grovlh become walkknown among Highland women for leading missionary study cir-

1 the 18203
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The Prophetic Passion of J. B. Weatherspoon

fogr & Southern Saminary student delivered a flamboyant country sermon in class, pro-
fessor J. B. Weatharspoon told him, "Young man, there are two ways (o go through a
door. One is to turn the knob and the other is to knock it down. You knocked it down”

Weatherspoon devoted his entra (e 1o the-art of turning the knob.

Jesse B, Weatherspoon was bom on Juby 21, 1888, the voungest of eleven
children, and grew up working in the famdy grocery in Durham, Neorth Cargling.
Family devotions and prayer were daily practices in the \Weatherspoon home. At a
boarding high school, he leamed 1o study long hours without interruption, a habit
that served hém well 85 a8 pasior and professor. Weatherspoon entared Wake
Forest Colega, whede he joined the debating team and practiced public speaking
i thi weoods. Ha earmed a doctorate at Southam Seminary in 1911, witing 8 dis=
sartation on tha book of |saiah under professor John R, Sampey,

Weatharspoon taught for five years &t Southwestarn Baptist Theological
Saminary in Fort Worth, then pastored churches in North Carolina, whare he met

clas.) Whila serving at First Baptist in Winston-Salem, Weatherspoon was men-
= toned By a previous pastor whio encowraged him o apply Christian athics 1o mod-
am soceal problems.

Sampey personally visited Weatherspoon to recruit him to be pastor of Highland Baptist.
Weatherspoon led the church from 1922 o 1929 while also teaching part-time at the saminary
and Sarving on dencrminatona boands.

Weatherspoon, s biographer says, “disliked many of the routine tasks of tha pastor and
despized the many unnecessary intemuptions that kept him from kg primary tesk, but ha was
always available in time of need” He planned his sermons 8 yvear in advance, balewng that
“slovaniness in sermon-making is a sin”

In surviving church records and bulatins from the 19205, Weatharspoon talks mainly of
evangelzation and church grenath, but by the tima ha left Highland in 1929, he had fully deval-
oped what he called the “prophatic passion” for social justice, “The ethical content of the
Gospel . . . must have the constant though certainky not the whole amention of the preachar”
he said in-his insugural address as prodessor of ethics at Southam Sermanary.

In 1923, he went (o Southern Seminany a5 & profassos, first in ethics and sociclogy and
then m preaching. A student of s, Henles Bamete, said Weatherspoon taught thousands of
future pastors the techniques of cool, parsuasive and scholarly preaching,

“There was a spiritual atmosphere in his classes” recalled angther conternporany, " His awn
faith and the rchness of his personal relationship 10 God spilled ower into his teaching”™

Newver a flashy denominational politician, Weatherspoon made lasting contributions by



Tl Clrarels of Toanareow ™

writing Sunday School lesaons that, despite many Southern Baptists’ aversion 1o the term
“Social Gospel” tactfully amiphasized the ethical demands of Jesus.

A= a member of the Southerm Bapts1s' Social Service Commission, he persuaded the con-
sarvalive comvention 1o pass measures that even today seem bold in their ethical ambstion, urg-
ing & ban on atomic weapons and the compulsory draft. After the Supreme Court ordered the
desegregation of publc schools in the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education decision, he per-
suaded the Southern Baptist Corvention 1o urge compliance with tha ruling. "Nabody thought
anybody could do that” Barnette racalls.

Weatherspoon succeeded by urging messengers 1o Ive up o an overhesd banner at tha con-
vantion hall that read " Forwand, Jesus Christ” To reject the resolution, he said, would be to march
badowards and say, “Count the Baptists out in the matter of equal justice”

After retiring from Southern Seminary in 1956, Weatharspoon went on 10 teach seversl
more yesrs al Southeastern Baptist Theologecal Semnary in his native Morth Carofina. He

dherd in 1964,

officer and a college fapper. Whatever plot they
made out of this, the play was “enough to beeak
up an anti-missionary church, ™39

The youth also had plenty of ourdodor activ-
ities, ranging from Thanksgiving sunrise services
ar Big Rock in Cherokee Park to baseball and
basketball teams. In the spring they crowned a
“quecen of the May," chosen cur of nominees
From cach clags. That award was based on how
well the winner’s class performed on Sunday
evenings according 1o a six-point grading system
developed by the ever-efficient Southern Bap-
tist Sunday School Board. It measured whether
the children:

l. were present

2. arrived on tme

3. brought Bible

4. studied lesson

5. brought offering

&, amended the Sunday night preaching
service that followed

The BYPU grew so rapidly that it split into
various groups and subgroups bearing dynamic

names like Bubbling Owver, Ol Faithful, Vim,
Vigor, Vicality, MPeacemakers and Pacemakers.
Adules formed a “Mr. and Mrs.™ union.

“1 have no fears for the fumere of a church
that can have so many young people in an
assembly on a Sunday evening in August like
this,” professor F, M. Powell remarked after a
1927 BYPL meeting.

In the lare 19205, the church launched its
first Vacation Bible School programs, beginning
with an coumenical venture with other churches
in the neighborhood, later as Highland's own
program, For the youngest children, the church
opened its first nursery in the 1920s.

Adule students also found a welcome at
Highland. Seminarians continued to gravitate
£ the church where several of their professors
worshiped. In 1926 new student members began
1o be recorded under the address Mulling Hall,
Thar was the new dormitory on the leafy new
Crescent Hill campus, where the senunary
moved from downtown, The related WML
Training School remained downtown  uniil

3
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1941, when it moved next to Southern’s campus
in Crescent Hill, Its fernale students continued
to attend Highland.

Adding a new dimension to the church were
students from the nursing school of Kentucky
Baptist Hospital, which opencd in the Highlands
in 1924. The names on Highland’s roles from
that period=—such as Miss Mildred Lancaster of
Georgetown, Miss Irene Brock of Hazard, Mis
Zella Bryant of Middlesboro, Miss Sadic Wilson
of Waddy—speak of how the church became a
home for voung women who had arrived in the
city from some of the decpest reaches of
Kentucky. The church followed one soedent,
Daisy Hicks, from her school days through her
long carcer as a medical missiomary o Africa

with husband William Jester.

Growing Pains

Growth scemed everywhere in the church,
Membership in the Sunbeam group for
preschool and young children (overseen by the

A Wednesday Night at Highland

WMU) nearly doubled between 1924 and
1925, In 1927, as church membership soared
past BOO, the Philathea women’s class had fifey-
three members attending in a room that had
capacity for only forty-three. *The question has
arisen, *Why visit and solicit new members when
wie have no room for them?®™ s officers wrote
to deacons. “Our need for a larger class room i
urgent.” Every bit of space was pressed into service.,
Children were sometimes babw-sar in a shightdy
spooky second-floor room in the church tower, 36

Noise from the crammed classrooms spilled
aver into each other. *In our crowded quarters
what is 2 sweet song in one department is a
noise in another assembly’s program,” the
church bulletin said. 37 A Sunday School teacher,
whose classroom for intermediate boys was
separated only by a curtain and a screen from an
adpacent class, ®said thar he was ready to make a
liberal pledge for a new building and to starr it
with a cash contribution. This spirit is growing
among all those who are working in our

crowded quarters, ™38

Folowing is 4 description of a typical Wisdnesday night senvice from the June 3, 1928,

churgh bulletin,

he miracle studied from John's Gospal was that of restoring sight to the blind man. The

onky announcements made wena the hymn numbers by Mr. Klapoer, and these were
selected for their bearing wpon the miracle. A prayer for the general welfare of our paople was
offered by Mr. Reed. Dr. Poweall lad in a spacial Memarial Day Praver. Chas, Dawsan Stout read
the Scripure, and thea Misses Atwood sang. "Open Mine Eyes;” with Miss Marian McGinty at
the piano, Mr, Marris brought a brief message at the conclusion of which Mr. Jester sang, “0
Love That Will Mot Let Me Go" accompanied by Miss Gertrude Tucker. . . . Mr. Gibbs pro-
nounced the benediction. The leader says that any church wanting 8 good prayer meating pro-

gram could not find beter help,



Weathespoon  attended the  cornerstone
laving for Crescent Hill Bapaist Church's grand
new edifice in 19246, and ke made no secret of his
ambitions for a similar building for Highland.

“Cur members are doing the finest
perscnal work that we have ever scen,™ he wrole
in a letter to the congregation thar vear,

Every onganization in our church is clamorning
fior mames of persons with whom they can
work, The Board of Deacons 15 commmiteing
irzelf vo more than an advisory task, and every
member B asumang a spiitual leadership in
going out to enlist the unchurched and the
unsaved. The WML i meeting its obligatdons
in a grear way in enlistment. . . . Assure your
pastor such contimucd co-operation. and we
can predice what s going to happen—
Highland will be one of the best-known

churches in the Southern Baptist Convention
within ten vears' time. 3

Secking more Sunday School space, the
chiurch offered in 1923 o buy member George
L. Pope’s home next door on Cherokee Road
for 514,000, He refused, The church continued
doing building smdies and began soliciting
pledges in 1926, In 1928 lcaders proposed
making another offer w Pope, this time for
527500, “There was a fecling among the
leaders that something must be done of our
progress is o continue,” said a report of dea-
cons, tristes and finance committes members.

The <hurch narrowly approved the
proposal, then reconsidered and voted it down
ninety-four o cighty-nine. Oppostion rose from
quarters not normally beard from, A women's
Homemakers Class went on record againse the
Pope purchase “unnl architects investigare
expanding the building on ground we already
have.” Architects had already done so, bur the

he Chuzelr of Tomearrew™

church agreed to bring back architect Mevin 1o
take another look.

Mevin reported that the only way the
church could reach s goal=—for church and
Sunday School fcilities that could cach hold
I, M0—was to demelish evervthing on the site
and boild anew, and even that would be a
crowded fit. The church rejected such radical
surgery. Bur it adopted more modest renova-
tions, such as exrending a ceiling clear across the
Sunday School auditorium (currently  the
Commuons)., This created a full second floor
rather than just the penmeter balcony and ade
class rooms.

In 1929 Highland purchased a different
house, the adjacent *Cooper™ property on the
Grinstead side, for 56,500, This served a5 a
Sunday School anmex for more than two
decades. Probably the cheaper price made the
difference between the church’s decision to buy
the Cooper house and not the Pope house.

In any case, the dissension keft a bitter after-
taste to a boom perod. “Highland must not

suffer because of our recent  differences

Highlang purchasad the Coopar proparty maxt fo tha
ehuraht o Grinsragd Drive in 1928 and wsad the
builvay &8 & Sundsy School anmax,

e
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of opinion,” said a lerter, probably by
Weatherspoon, in May 1928, Despite its diplo-
matic tone, the very fact of the letter shows how
open the dispute had become. “IF there were
any unpleasantries, let us set them right and
forget them. Christ needs every one of s, God
will lead us on ™40

The dispute may have influenced Weather-
spoon's decision to resign from Highland in
mid-1929. Sampey, who had risen to the
seminary  presidency  afier the death of
E. Y. Mullins in 1928, ook Weartherspoon with
him as professor of ethics. “I had long desired
him as a member of the Faculty of the
Seminary,” wrote Sampey, who also arranged a
L0 percent raise over Weatherspoon's $5,000
Highland salary. Sampey himself scon trans-
ferred his membership w Broadway Baprist.
Perhaps as seminary president he needed o
worship with the Norons and other wealthy
benefactors, And perhaps Weathemspoon was
more pulled by opportunity than pushed by
church dissension. Church legend, however, has
enclured that they were offended by Highland's
refusal o expand. A later pastor, Hankins
Parker, said he believed the church effectvely
turned its back on the needy in surrounding
neighborhoods and chose to remain a small,
cozy country clubdl Depending on who's
telling the story, cither Weatherspoon or
Sampey declared to the church that “Ichabod™
should be written on its door—a biblical lament
that the spirit of God has departed. Sampey cer-
tainly had the remperament for such an out-
burst, but there i po documentation of it
Moreover, with Highland's renovation project
and s acquisition of the Cooper house, the
church did show a willingness to expand.

Both Sampey and Weatherspoon did retain
cordial ties with Highland and returned as guest
preachers through the vears, But it's safe to say thar
Weasthergpoon left decply disappomied over the
churehy’s failure to expand on the scale of Crescent
Hill, where he transferred his membership. 42

Somwe of Weathemspoon's attitude may have
been reflected by his asociare, . Flovd Morris,
Meardy Bfty years afier the fact, Moms looked
back on a congregation that he percerved as a
gronep of tght-Asted social climbers.

The Highland church as I knew it when 1 firsz
came there | . . considered stself an upper
middle class church, though T think in reality
it was more of what we would consider a
mibddle class church, They comsidered them-
selves 3 people above the natwral mcans of
mest Baptist churches, They were not, in my
opinkon, They had no really wealthy men,
and they were not grear givers, It was nog a
nvpically tithing church, . . . Likewise, they
comsidered  themselves above normal social
fevel, and 1 wouldn™ say they were that,
cither. They had a very small percentage of
young people who attended college 43

O the eve of the 1929 stock market crash,
bowever, Highland probably doedged a bullet
when it resisted the more ambitions expansion.
As it was, the chureh borrowed $16,000 to fund
the Cooper purchase and the educational build-
ing renovations, It planned to pay it off in three
years, but with the Depresion it took far longer
than thar. Buying the Pope property would have
burdencd the church with greater debt when it
could lease manage it.

A dymamic era had come to a close at
Highland with the 1920s. Along with . B.
Weatherspoon and John Sampey, the church
bade farewell o J. Flovd Morrs, The youth



minister who bad long nurtured *The Church
of Tomorrow,” married the Sunday School
superintendent”s daughrer, Louise Beck, and left
in April 1929 for the pastorate of First Baptist
Church of Des Maoines. He said he hoped
someday to read of his young Highland charges
working “on mission ficlds, in important pas-
torates, and as priceless laymen.™ The church
bulletin gives us a final picture of the Morrises,
married on a Tuesday ar Highland, motoring
north in their new Oldsmobile.

Seminary professor Fo M. Powell served as
supply pastor after Weatherspoon's departure,
reprising the role he rook in

Baghv's absence several

years earlier.

Sammary professor £ M,
Foeaell sanvad e as

B supply pragcher at
Highland dluning she 1800

Phofo cowTesy of Soudhin
Baprod Theoiaoical Samimry

Highland and Its Times

Highland was both in tune and out of nine with
the spirit of the 19205, In its soaning membership
and grand ambitons, it shared the boom-time
optimism with a society thar was marveling ar
new skyscrapers and celebrating the firse trans-
Atlande flight, Automaobiles became affordable
for many citizens who wsed them o drive 1o
church at least as much as to the parties for
which the decade s remembered.

Ar times Highlasd made an explicit con-
nection with the modern ethos. “When Berer
BYTUs are built, Highland will build them,”
went ane motte, The Buick Motor Dhivision sent

a kerter o the church, fattered by the imitabon:

The Clrirrel af Tomnorraw ™

“We wish o congratulate you on the adoption
aof the very fine slogan and to express the hope
that it will be a5 successful in building wp the
BYPUs as the original has been in building up
the Buick business,™#

The 19204 hold a legendary role in Amer-
ican society as a loose-living Jarz Age filled wath
postwar cynicism. Louisville’s Fourth Street
became the center of theaters, jarz clubs and
young fappers.

But Highland left little record of how
it respomsded wo the changing social  miores,
The records indicare thar some members,
including scions and namesakes of prominent
leaders, were occasionally taken to fask for
unnamed offenses, But there is no record of
Weatherspoon matching the rhetoric of ool-
leagues such as Walnut Street Baptist's Finley F.
Gibson, who railed against contemporary deca-
dence with calls for “God's Judgment on a
Wicked Ciry.™ Most citizens lived ordinary, even
devour lives 45

Highland for decades had  ferventy
advecared for Prohibiton, and i the 1920s it
had its wish. Prohibition is now regarded as 3
failed social experiment, but one would mever
know this from the pages of Highland's bullerins,
such as this one promoting a guest speaker from
the Anti-Saloon League of Kenrucky:

The resuls of prohibinon i Amenca are
bevand measwre. Ask the bankers of America
if prohibition is a success and they will paint
vou b0 the cnommows inercase of savings
.-.m.'anﬁ. It is said that the Jerry MeAuley
massion in MY, Ciry, which miniszered largely
to drunkards and the down-and-outs, has
closed s doors. - . - The problem now is wath

the “lawless respectabality™ and ther fnends
the bootlegpers 39

43
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Actually that was just part of the problem, bat
church members had ro read their daily newspa-
per 1o leamn of the gangland viclence and blind-
ing bathtub gin.

Wider Baptist Relations

In the postwar era, Southern Baptists launched
a unified funding campaign. Highland joined
with ather Southern Baptists in carly enthusiasm
for the five-year Seventy-Five Million Campaign,
launched in 1919 to raise thar many dollars for
state and national causes, “Great happiness
prevaibed™ as Highland pledged 581,188, higher
than its assigned share of $77,500, though the
church reserved the rght w use some of s
proceeds om “oertain interests dear to the heart™
of Highland that weren't among the designated
beneficiaries 37 Such interests included the
Shawnee misshon,

Baptists onginally oversubscribed the 875
million goal, but as economic troubles swept
the South, they only fulfilled 358 million in
pledges. Highland's own reports wo the Long
Run Association indicate it fulfilled only
363,095 of its commitment. There is no rally of
what it gave to “certain interests dear o the
heart.™ The shortfall left a legacy of debis in
many seare and national Baptist agencies. *The
failure to deal generously with individuals who
subscribed more than they could pay, and the
failure of denominational executives o adjuse
themselves to the dump in receipts as soon as it
began o show iwmelf, led to tragic resulrs,”
Sampey observed. 38

Even more damaging was the revelation in
1928 that the weasurer of the Home Mission
Board, Clinton 5, Carnes, had embezzled

$900 461, Highland fired off a letter demand-
ing the resignation of the entire Home Mission
Board in protest “against the spirit in influential
quarters that would minimize the enormity of
this grave problem and would fail 1o confide to
the denomination all its important, though ugly,
disclosures.™® An indignant L. R. Christic,
president of the board, wrore back personally 1w
Highland, saving the demand made no sense as
he had only come on the board as the crisis
broke. *1 should be only oo happy o get out
from under this terrific load,™ he wrote, if “you
can only tell me some way 1 can do it honorably,
without appearing 1o be a quitter.™ Highland
refused to participate in a special offering on
Baptist Honor Day bur ir was assuaged by
actions taken vo repair the board’s accounting
system, and it began giving again during the
fedlowing year,

Sall, Southern Baptists had grasped the
potential for a unified budger. They launched
the Cooperative Program, in which Baprists
collected a pool of funds for state conventions
and the national conventon to distribute o a
variery of mission, cducational and other causes,
Churches such as Highland took it as a point of
pride to contribute as much as possible o the
Cooperative Program as well as to the increas-
ingly popular Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
fior forcign missions,

This shared funding was advanrageous
when giver trusted recipient, but it also made
denominational institutions vulnerable when
churches threatened to cut funding if they were
unhappy with something.

That became evident for Southern Sem-
inary in the raging controversy over evolution
in the 1920s, Many fundamentalists saw the



teachings of Charles Darwin as undercutting
the biblical account of God’s creation of
humanity. Highland’s records are disappoint-
ingly silent on the subject, though it probably
took is coe from E. Y. Mullins, who believed
there was no contradiction berween religion
and scicnce and saw evolution as unproven but
also unthreatening. But fundamentalists contin-
ved to attack Mullins and the seminary as soft
on Darwin. Texas fundamentalist leader ]
Frank Norris accused Sampey of embracing
evolution and liberalism and challenged him to
a debate. Sampey fired off a withering letter
dismissing both the accusation and the accuser:
“] pever amtend vaudeville, "51

Most moderate Bapusts, however, closed
ranks with reactionaries in opposng the
Democratic presidential candidacy of Al Smith,
the first major-party Catholic nominee for the
office. Most Highland members probably
opposed Smith for either his Catholicisam or his
anti-Prohibitionism, though twenty-rwo-year-
old Wilson Wyatt bucked the trend. “Despite
the approaching landshide for Herberr Hoover
« o« Ustrodde jauntily down Fourth Street with Al
Smith at the head of the Young Democratic
Club parade—all four hundred of us sporting
our brown derbies, the emblem of the Smith
Campaign,” he later recalled 52

Controversics aside, Highland continued
working cooperatively in local Baptist causes
that included the Lowisville Baptist Orphans’
Home and the pew Kentucky Baprist Hospital,
basilt can Barrer Avenuwe in the Highlands, Many
nurdng students artended Highland, and the
church supporred the hospital financially and

through valunteer efforts such as sewing circles,

“Ihe Clrarch af Tomerraw"”

Ecumenical and Interfaith Relatons

Hightand continued to work with other Christian
denominations to promore evangelism and
other social causes, In the cady 19205, it helped
sponsor revivals by evangelists Billy Sunday and
Civpsy Smith that drew thousands cach nighe,
Highland also endorsed the moral crusading
of the Ant-Saloon League and Lowsville
Churchmen's Federation,

Interfaith relations were more complex.
Sampey and Baghy cooperated in supporting a
mission that operated between 1914 and 1916
o evangelize Jews in the cty. Sampey rascd
funds from—of all places—his hospiral bed ar
fewish Hospatal duning treatment for gallstones,
The effort netted some conversions before Az-
zling amid finangal problems. Ar the same tme,
Sampey spoke at least twice at a local symagogue
and was well received. ¥ Tn an era when Islam
was an abstraction o most Lowisvillians,
Weatherspoon  could breezily dismiss the
“Mohammedan™ as following a “false religion™
while commending the Muslim example of ded-
icated daily prayver.”* Highland, with its strong
missionary impulse, largely viewed the non-
Christian world as a field rpe unto harvest,
though young Wilson Wyatt again presented a
minority report. As an assistant superintendent
of the Sunday School, he held discussions on
workd religions “to help enlarge the views of the
members.” He recalled:

I wanted o counter some of the narrow talks
1 had heard on how bad smoking was, how
bad alcohod was, how bad the Catholics were,
hcvow b the Jews were. T wanted wo emphasize
I;hsu' ;I[hl:mﬂh WE anc Christans we could
learn from other religions becanse they all
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have something good o teach us. [ wanted pocm that shows it balanced its missionary
them o consider how cruel it was o believe
thar anvone who had ot heasd of Jesus

impulse with civic molerance.

Irom't hate your neighbor if his creed
With your own doctrine fabls go fit;

Chrst would be automatcally condemned to
hell. T was grafied 1o find that dhere was no

objection to my talks. 55 The chances that vou bath are wrong
You know are well-nigh infindre.
It is telling of Highland's magnanimous Dron’t fancy, mid a millon workds,

That fill the silent dome of night,
The gleams of all parre truth converge
Within the focus of your sight;

For this my fricnd, is not the wark for voug
church bulletin in 1928 reprinted an anonymous S0 beave all this for smaller men to do 58

conservatism that it could engage Wyarn’s ques-
tions without accepting his conclusions. The

church evangelized withoutr apology. Yer a

Emma Leachman: Home Missionary

mma Leachman joined Highltand in 1844 and rermained a mamber until har death

an August 5, 1852, residing nearby on Moron Avenue, But she was well-
known to Hightand for decsdes before that Althowgh her yess of
sanrvice wera Bahind her by then, Highland honored her at her death Tar har extan-
srve work as a home missionary in Louisville's warst neighborhoods an behalf of
state and natwonal Baptist organizatons.

The Washington County native began work &t the Lowsville Bantist
Crphans™ Home, leaving in 1688 to do city mission work under the suppor of
the Kentucky. State Mission Board. For many years, Leachman chaparonad and
trained students at the Women's Missionary Union Traindng School—swhich had
chosa tes 10 Highland—in field work among Louisville’s poor. She also directed foune eschman worksd
the Good Will Center, an urban mission formed by the school in 1912, and taught  tvalessly a3 & mssionay
classes in practical missions. LIS Wi

*There were always some students who loved her devotedly and some L
wino feared her, but , . . they all admired her and remembered har with growing
appraciation as they tried 1o put into practice what they had leamed” recalled the school's his-
tonan. Always reading on streatcars and at transfer stations, “she had no patience with a
workar who would not keep up with world affairs by reading current books and magazines.”

in 1917 her report 1o the Long Aun Baptist Association reconded the breadth of her work:

265 vizits (o instiutions

B76 visits to poor familias
211 wisits 1o the sick

B1 praner sarvices in homes
119 prayers with indniduals



97 jobs secured for girls and wormen
1,828 garments distributed

36 professed conversions

1,049 applications for help

140 prescriptions filed

103 physicians called for the poor

“The Chwrelr of Tomerya ™

She returned 1o Louisville after yeaes of work in Atlanta, keepeng her humor even as hes
haafth failed, "1 thowght | was going to die this morming,” she told & visitor, “but | 1old the Lord
not 1o take me today, | wasn't ready to meet him, for | had been i a bad humor all morming”

After she did meet her Lord, Highland honored her with 8 resolution: “She became
known &nd loved in every sin-saddened street in Lousville's slum districts, for her loving
work, by day and mght. . . . Frail in health from her youth, the answer to her life of treless
service must be found in her indomitable courage, her grim determination, her unfaltering

faith and her never failing humor”

Highland Women in the 1920s

For many women at Highland, the route o
service and leadership was through the Women's
Missionary Union and Sunday School classes.
Members of the Philathea class, formed by adule
women in 1908, made a priory of visiting shut-
ins and other outreaches, raising money for their
ventures by selling chocolares and cakes outside
a nearby Piggly Wiggly marker. As Southern
Baptists became infatuared with corporate
efficiency, the class historian wryly notes in 1924
that the Philathea durifully “organized w the nth
degree with the three vice presidents.” The women
in particular adopted the cause of a penniless,
handicapped “mountain gid™ named Addie, who
was im Louisville for medical oreatment. Fearing
for her life if she retumed o the impovenshed
mountains, they negotated her admiston into
the nearby King's Daughters Home.57

As many as six WML circles met during the
day. They brought box lunches and sewsed for

the hospital or the orphanage, or they heard
migsionary speakers and studied books about
them under the leadership of women like Ada
Weatherspoon, Gertrude Tucker and Ellen
Sampey (John's second wife). A seventh group,
the Business & Professional Women's Circle,
became the first such group in Kentucky to mecr
in the evenings to accommaodate working
wosimen. [t rose po more than fifty members and
gave more than $1,000 w annual missions by
the late 19205, It consisted of teachers, stenog-
raphers, bookkeepers, libramans and other working
women; most but not all of them were single.
The circle started a long tradition of holding
special programs to promote missionary endeavors
such as the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.
The programs included dramas, music, a
recounting of WMU history and, in 1928, a
pantomime performed by several women to the
song “Send the Light.” Among the many circle
members on the program was a yvoung Daisy

Hicks, who ook the message 1o heart. She soon
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mamed seminary graduace William Jester, and
they sailed to Tanganyika in July 1928 for service
with the African Inlamd Mission, she in ospital
work, he in education. “Both are superbly
equipped for their work and both have won the
warmest places in Highland’s Heart,” said the
bulletin announcing their engagement. In 1959
the circle would remame itself after Daisy Jester,
and it continued operating unril 2001.

Parr’s Rest, a numsing home for clderly
Baptist women, opened in 1914 on Cherokee
Road, one bMock north of Highland Baprist.
Many of its residents joined the church, which
also brought commpnion to those who couldn't
atrend, starting a ministry that endured until the
home relocated in 2003 o a modern facility on
Hurstbowrne Parkway.

Though the highest offices in the church
were reserved for men, women made their
presence felt. Women's suffrage came not only
to the political ballot but o the Long
Bun Association and the Southern Baprise
Convention, and by 1926 at the lavest, Highland
WENTIET WETE SErVINg as messengers. They served
on building committees, oversaw improvements
tor the sanctuary and, at ames, boldly asserved an
opposing viewpoint when men had made up
their minds, as when the Homemakers Class put
the brakes on the ambioous building program
planned in the lare 19205,

Church Discipline ar Highland

Im irs first decades, Highland monitored the
behavior of i3 members and occasronally disci-
plined them for offenses, Highland dropped at
least seventy people from its rolls by 1925,
Occasionally, church deacons intervened in a

member’s personal conduct, though such inci-
dents were less common than the nombers
might suggest. Most of those dropped from
membership had become inactive or lost touch
with the church, and the church usually sent them
carnest appeals before removing them from rolls,

A group of sixteen, for example, were
dropped in 1918 after proving "impervious o
all entreaties,” the records say. Among e names
excluded was a Phelps and a Tucker, indicaring
that even Highland's first familics were subject
T sCTUEInY.

The church excluded too men for unspecified
*obgctionable statements™ they made in 1920.5%

In 1923, after a year of trying to mediate a
family dispute, the church voted thar a man
“be excluded from its [the church’s] member-
ship on the ground of malicious Iving with the
purpose and effect of breaking up his own
home, according to his own admission. ™
Fortunately, the church did not hold this
against his wife and children, who remained
stalwart members,

Bur mwst of nme, the church dropped
names from its rolls a5 2 matter of housckeeping.
A form letter in 1915, sent to inactive members,
put it in pastoral terms:

Ohne of the most difficule things in church [ife
is that of keeping the roll of membership cor-
rect. We de not wish o omit 2 name which
should be upon our rell. Tt is just a8 essental
that the names of only those who care for
church membership should appear. Mo one
should be forced to remain a church member
againse his or her will, We would and do
desire to have yvou one of our members in
reality, but so far as we can find our, for the
past year and more voa have shown no dessre
to be one of us, , ., Let us hear from you at



ance about this matter, Remember, we want
vou. Do you want church membership still260

The following vear, however, the warning
lerter was sterner. “It gives vour church genuine
sorrow to thus learn that vou have lost interest
in the church and s work, bur we recognize
that you are a frec moral agent and can render
Christian service or not a5 you may choose. . . .
We decply deplore vour seeming indifference
and carnestly pray the Father o awaken you
before it is oo lape, ™00

Those who failed to respond to that letrer
receive a second one informing them they were

dropped from the roll.

... Your neglecy of the duties of the Christian
life and of the cidigasons of church member-
ship rogether with your failure 1o respond o
all our overtures and cfforts to recladm you
t active Chrstan lving left us no other
gourse, . .. 0 severtheless we shall contanue o
hope that you may repent and turn unto the
Lard before it is everlastingdy too e 82

Not all investigations led to disapline. In
1926, deacons met with 2 man regardhng some
domestic trouble and concluded he was
“entirely blameless in the matter and should not
be subject to disciphne on the part of the
church, but should have the sympathy of the
Board and the Church "6

Church discipline was typical for Bap-
tists of this ome but became less formalized
as the twenticth century wore on. Martly out
of a greater culture of individual auronomy
and partly out of a recognition that such pro-
ceedings drove people away from the church
when they necded it mosr, such processes
went largely by the wayside after Highland’s
first decades.

The Clurred of Tomorrow "

Highland Personalities
in Its Sccond Generation

As Highland grew in numbers, its members
inchuded a spinted lay leademship with considerable
political and business experience.

De. Byron Bivers, a dentist, served as a deacon
for more than thirey vears at Highland and often
regaled members with tales of his nabve
Mississippi. A volunteer with Boy Scouts and
orphans, he “temporanly” became Sunday
Achool superintendent in 1910 and staved on
for sixteen vears, during which attendance
nearly doubled o 321, “For many vears one
will not be able wo think of the School without
associating that name with it,” the church said at
his retirement in 192654

M. M. Logan, a former Eentucky Astormey
General and future U5, senmator, served as
trustee and deacon in his short membershap ar
Highland between 1919 and 1922, as well 25 on
the pulpit and Shawnce mission commitices,
His son Ralph, later a stalwart Highland mem-
ber, recalled his father was most proud of his
regular Sunday School anendance.

Another former attorney general, Jefferson
Circuit Judge James Garnert, also served for years
as a trustec and on varous commirtees, living
close by ar 1083 Cherokee Road, He gave
church member Wilson Whart his first job out of
law sclypnl 95

Junius Caldwell, a member since the early
1900s, chaired the building commitree for the
new sanctuary in 1915, coordinared Highland®s
contributions ww the Seventy-Five Million
Campaign and served as church trustee,
purchasing agent and messenger to Baptist

mecongs. Longtime member Edith Hocing
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recalls Caldwell charmed her as a girl by putting
cigar bands on her fingers as rings.

Fellmer and Carolyn Cleaton Hoeing
served long decades in the church, he as a
deacon, she as a Sunday School teacher, church
historian and WMU president.

Dr. B. L. Ircland served wvirmsally every
office in the church—deacon, trustee, messenger,
pulpit committee member—and was  the
personal physician for some members. In 1939
he succeeded where Highland had failed for
sixteen vears in negotiating the acguisiion of
the Pope property.

Lucy Shore, who joaned in 1905 and rarely
missed a Sunday or Wednesday for the next fifiy-
five years, served as Sunday School teacher, a
member of the Homemakers Class, WMU
president and representative to the Chrphans”
Home. Civic involvement included thirty years
on the board of managers for the WMU

Training School and work with the Highland

Mothers Club and a Svory Tellers club. Her
husband, Frank Shorr, chaired one of the

Sunday School enlargement committecs and
abso worked on the Orphans” Home board.

Ed and Carrie Wirotzious joined in 1917
from the German Baptist Church and remained
active members for decades, enrolling all of their
eight children in Sunday School ar Highland,
Tragically, one child died ar age six and another
died in combar in Korea in 1951; a daughuer,
Anita Dunphy, remained a member much of
her life.

Fillison Speiden, a former organet and
chime rimger ar Walnut Street Baprist, served as
deascon and Long Run messenger for Highland.
He headed the Louisville Tarriff Freight Burcaun
and brought to Highland a businesslike abality
to make “decisions so quickly thar it would have
required a watch recording splie-seconds to time
them,™ a colleague recalled ™ Afier moving to
Atlanta for business, his last acr of service o
Highland was to help it 1o its next era, conduct-
ing an on-site background check of the Georgia
preacher who replaced Weatherspoon in 1930—
David A. Howard.

Wilson W. Wyatt: Future Mayor from Charter Family

o niko one of Hightand Baptist’s most actve farmalies, Wikson W, Whatt rose o becomse
mayor of Louisville, leutenant governor of Kentucky, national leader of liberal Democrats,
mternational diplomat and philantheopist in his ninaty-year life.

He was born in 1905 10 Richard and Mary Whatt and had wiat he tater recalled as a mod-
est but happy childhood growing up on Morton Awvenue. Richard was rising into
the executive ranks of the city railroad, white Mary was a school teacher. Young Wikson doval-
oped an early love of leamning and regularty visited the Highland nesghborhood libeary run by
church membar Mary Pratt. He adopted Banjamin Franklin as 8 mode! of diligence and self-
improvement. Richard was a chaner member of Highland, and family life was
centered around the church, Wilson was baptized at age ten, Highland early recogmized the
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leadership talants of young Wilson, who becamea head of the Baptist Young Peopla's Linion
and an assistant supenntendent of the Sunday School Afer Wyart graduated from
lewe school, he joined the law firm of Highland member James Garnett, a former Kantucky
attormsey geneal

in 1830 Wyatt joined the Presbyterian church of his new bride, Anne, though he
had other reasans to kesve Highland, He had grown ncreasingly alienated from Baptist ortho-
doocy and anti-Catholicism, which so appalled him in the 1928 presidential campaign, [(Many
Sputhern Protestant Dermocrats turned sgainst their party's nomines, the Cathalic Al Smith of
Mesw York, whom Wyatt suppocted. )

Activa in Democratic politics, Wyatt took office as mayor of Louiswile hess than & week
bafore the Japanese attack an Pearl Harbor, and he gained national attention for his vigorous
leadership on the home front, After Wyatt's term ended, President Treman appointed him
adminstrator of an-agancy desgnad to meet the housing shortage faced by returning veber
ans. At least two presidents sent him overseas on diplomatic missions. VWyartt managed the
1952 presidential cempaign of Adlai Stevenson, his friend and look-alike, and was alactad
Kentucky's Bautenant govemar in 1954,

Wheatt, who built ane of the city’s dominant law firms in Wyatt, Tarrant and Halms, aiso
got invahved in a variaty of civic activities. Ha sarved on the governing boards of the Unhwersity
of Louisville and Ballarmine University, and he also lent support to the intertaith Cathedral
Heritage Foundation

Whatt valuad the contributions Hightand made to his character developmant and retained
an asdmiration for the democratic and nonclercal traditions of the Baptists. Thowgh a
Preshyterian, he considersd himself 8 “Unitarian Baptist” and he was troubled by
passages in the Bible in which God seemed to arbitrarily punish people Bke Job. He came to
reject wvirtually all religious dogma. 1 befieve there is & common thread in all good
rizligions, and thus religicus ped-
ple should lve togather in har-
oy, e said late n life.

Tt is rvat goven 10 US 10 KN
God, though | do beSeve in Him,
in -some Supremea Force, call i1
what you will? he said. “What-
avel it Is. it has created us,
brought us hera, and will take us
henca mta the rmestanies that ars
val 1o unfold, 'l Enowe all that, n
the words of the old Baptist

Wilsan Wiatt pives @ pubvic address in the aarly 1940 hymn we used fo sing, ‘in the
Proen couriesy of Pubic Pobey Archees, Usvvinaily of Enntucky Lévares PweeEl tl"p"'EI'Il}tl'.'.. i
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CHAPTER THREE

1930-1945
“Our Day of Tension”

comomic catastrophe, natural disaster and
Ewar were the hallmarks of this peniod of
Highland's life, The Grear Depression forced
the church to cur salaries and positions and frus-
trated its programming efforts for vears. The
great flood of 1937 spared the Highlands direct
damage, but members were active sheltering
refugees from inundated areas of the city. World
War [T drew 120 members into military seryvice
as those who stayed behind did their duty on the
home front. Through it all, Highland contmneed
to grow, acquired a neighboring property,
launched rwo mission congregations and
entered the post-war period with ambitions for

further expansion.

Depression and the Howard Years

Highland hired the Rev, David A. Howard of
Harwell, Georgia, in January 1930 o fill the
pulpic left vacant by Weatherspoon eight
months eadier. Howard, a father of three, had
attended Southern Seminary and completed his

theological training at Mercer
University. He came from a
family of preachers; during his
dme at Highland, he poined
hiz father and three brothers
for a grand family-bed revival
in Georgis.

The church enthusias-
tically selected Howard after

its  two-man  search  sub-

Dawd Hmwand fed Highlsnd

dering tha worst years of

committee, which incleded o Ao poonn
former Highland member

Fillison Speiden, who had moved to Atlanta,
scouted out the pastor in his native state and
heard glowing recommendations from “minas-
ters and laymen, Baptist and non-Baptist, in
Hartwell and in Atlanta.™ They described
Howard as “one of the foremost young virile
ministers of Georgia, a ‘prince,’ a ‘splendid
organizer,” a civic (Kiwanis) worker, a preacher,
a pastar, a Christian, which any church would be
fortunare to secure—and Mrs, Howard marches
her hushand 50-50."!

A3
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Howard amrived intending to make good
on that reputation at Highland. Early on, he
organized a series of five-minute talks by
members on the role plaved by Sunday School,
the Women's Missionary Union and other
groups 0 church growth. Bur the onser of
the Great Depression fruscrated Heoward's
ambitions for growth,

While most of the nation marked the begin-
ning of the Depresion on Ocrober 29, 1929
the day of the stock market erash, Kentucky
had its own date of cconomic infamy: the
Movember 17, 1930, failure of the National
Bank of Kentucky and owo other banks owned
by the insolvent BancoKenoucky, “The failure
not only produced an instantaneous downturmn
locally, but it generated a conservarive banking
atmosphere thar would impede the city's
ceonomic growth and confidence for decades 1o
come,”™ one historian savs.? Highland had more
than one thousand dollars tied up in the
National Bank. Fortunately, it owed nearly thar
miech to the bank as well, so it squared scoounts
with National and moved to a new bank. But
with the growing Depression, cash was righe.
Highland voted to cut the professional printing
of church bulleting in 1931, saving sixty dollars
per month, {Cheaper, mimeographed bulletins
from that era still survive,) But when asked o
pur all undesignated funds toward church
expenscs rather than missions, members not
only repected the motion but voted o expunge
it from the records,® The church wasn't ready 1o
surrender 18 missions onentagion,

The church also cut the salaries of its paid
quartet by 20 percent, prompting two singers (o
resign. Others, evidently willing to sing for a
song, took ther place.

5dill, the church put on a brave face. “With
very few exceptions, the membership i con-
tributing the same amount as kast year,” Howard
wrote in January 1931, “Some are increasing
the amount of their checks, which goes to show
that, in spite of economic conditions, our people
are remembering the work of the Church,”™
Another sign of progress, he sxid, was that people
were actually sitting in the frone pews *

The glass-half-full tenor continued through
Howard's first anniversary in March 1931, “The
entire Church has shown pronounced progress
resulting in larger congregations, increased rev-
erence during worship hours, and more abiding
interest in the spiritusl growth of the Church,”™
said an anniversary bulletin, which added that
forty-three members had joined

Highland felt confident enough to hire a
full-time educational director, the Rev, Fred H.
Terry. Paradoxically, Highland brought on this
new emplovee even as it finally faced up to the
financial storm. It cut the salanies of the pastor,
organist and janitor by 10 percent, apparently
eliminated the paid singers entirely and rimmed
other expenses. Terry resigned in August 1932
“becanse of the financial condition of the
church.™® The church seemed to admit it had
done wrong by Terry, who had moved his wife
and three children to Louisville for a job it
couldn’t sustain, “One vear ago we prophesed
that financial conditions in our church, and
generally, would improve very soon,”™ the
church minutes state. “Expericnce has shown
the lack of wisdom in that prophecy.™

In late 1931, the church launched a deficit
reduction campaign of 52,400 bur raised only
5933 “While the sum raised is nor what we had
for our goal, it does represent sacrificial giving



by many of our members,™ the bulletin said ®
Howard agreed to take only a partial vacation in
1932, preaching at the morning services, saving
the church the stipends for supply preachers.
Diespite the hardships, the church ook nme
in 1933 wo celebrate its fortieth anniversary with
special services and sermons by Howard titled
“Hitherto” and *Henceforth,™ Former pastars
Doolan, Baghy and Weathemspoon sent mag-
namimous  lerters of congratulations, with
Weatherspoon commending Howard and the
church for their steadiness when “our entire
nation and the whole world faced economac cal-
lapse, moral lassitude and spinteal discourage-
ment.” Members recited church histories, and
someone caloulated the following church seans-
tics from the previous forty years:
Received into the church: 2,609
by baptism: 778
by letter: 1,831
Present membership: 871
Toral contributions: $530,750.93
oo Bowcal canses: 5305198 .26

w0 missions: 522555267

The church honored the charter members
in attendance=—Mary Tucker Gould, Florence

il . F '.i ]
L | i
Thiz grov photo of dpacons was faken i the 194005

e Dhy af Terrton™

Tucker and Hichard H. Wyatt—and ir also gave
special recognition to Emest Horn, who
artended Highland's organizational meeting
in 1893 and joined soon aferwand, Another
charter member, missionary Lowse Tucker, sent
greetings from China.” *God has guided this
Church up to the present and He 15 equal vo all
oocasions whatever may be its future,” seeretary
mewie Horn wrote, concluding her narrativie of
the celebrations.

Later in 1933, Howard resigned to take the
pulpic at First Baptist Church in Gaffney, South
Caroling, a college town in heavily Baptist tern-
tory with over 1,100 members, Howard had
brought in about 150 new members to
Highland in his tenure, {Net membersbap actu-
ally decreased from mearly 200 to nearly 800,
but much of that can be explained by a purge of
inactive members from the rolls in 19335

Howard wrote in his resignateon letter that dur-
ing his pastorate,

ceomamic conditions have forced us o give
much of our tme and ability to nghung
ourschves m the storm. These years will
likehy be recorded in history as wnusual and
|'|'H':|I'I.1|'IE:|-I|J. H:w of ns have .!pp:'-l.lal.'htd
normalcy  dunng  the
last three Vears. Fear,
woery, and anxiery have
been noniceable charac-
eeridtics af the majogicy
of the pcople every-
where, During  this
pericad, it has beem 2
privilege too proclaim
the love of God, Chirise
as the Savior, andd the
Spirit a8 the depend-
able guide 19

55



S

The Clond of Witnes

Whether the stres of the Depression had a
role in Howard's departure i unclear, but people
cvidently didn’t blame him for conditions
bevoand his contred. Highland retained . a fond
relationship with Howard, wha spoke nostalgi-
cally of the church when he visited ten vears
later for its jubilee.

Older members wold John Ewing Robers,
who grew up in the church in the 19308 and
19405, thar Howard was *a very humble man
and a very generows man,” he recalled. *During
the Depresion he gave his overcoat to a needy
person. This made a big impression on people. ™!

Mot only Highland bur individual members
endured distress by the Depression, according to
hints in church records. Mr C, C. Leonard
chosated anditing services i biew of his fimancial
contibution to the church. T. J. Cunning sub-
mitted his resignation as deacon an the stationary
of his clothier and haberdashery store, saving his
“nerves are right at the breaking point.*12

But the church also reached out to the poor
in its congregamon and bevond. In 1932 it took
up a collection of goods for the needy, a program
promoted with the Scriprure “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ve have done it unte me,” Highland
regularly supported the Community Chest, a
futh-based forerunner to today’s Metro United
Way, The Women's Missionary Sociery collected
warm clothes for the needy. And for Christmas
1932 the church delivered “36 well filled baskets
of food and 7 baskers of frige to worthy homes,™
plus additional food, chothing and toys.!? The
baskets of bread, cebery, chicken and other items
were intended “ro bring sunshine and cheer into
homes where the sting of hunger is felr. ™14

It was Howard"s bad formine to be pastor
during the worst years of the Depresion,
Though the economic catastrophe raged on for
several more years, it began to case in Louisville
after the carly 1930s. The church’s total operat-
ing and missions budger had sunk from $26 854
in 1931 o a low of 516964 in 1934, but it rose
o the mid-20s thereafier.

Prohibition’s Repeal

Part of Highland’s recovery was doubtless due
tr a stabilizing cconomic cimate in Lowisalle,
made possible partly by a development not
o Baptists” liking—the repeal of Prohibition
in 1933,

Incredibly, the Women's Chrstian Tem-
perance Union hebd 2 Vierory Luncheon in
January 1933 vo celebrate the thirneenth anni-
versary of the Eighreenth Amendment, an event
Highland promoted and at which member
Henry MNoble Sherwood spoke. Bur within
months, the naton repealed Prohibaton and
Lowisvilles disrilleries went back po wark.

By Jume the church was reprinting a
Southern Baprist resolution protesting the
newly legalized sale of liquor, “sought 1o be
popularized by faithless and corrupr politicians
and by the vicious and vice-breathing elements
of the public press.™

It urged Baprists ro continue 1o abstain and
o patronize only businesses thar didn'r sell
alcohol. *We believe that prohibition ar irs worse
is better than the legalized sale of inroxicating
liquor for beverage purposes ar its best,” the
resclution staved. Highland turned s effore
toward wpholding Kentucky’s own version of
Prohibition. It ook up a collection o aid the



cause, and the Highland Baptist Training Union
adopted the shogan “Make and Keep Kenrucky
Dry for Eentucky Youth.™ Bur in 1935,
Kentucky authorized alcohol sales based on
local option,

Thomas D. Brown

After Howard"s departure, seminary professor
Kyle M. Yates served as an mterim manister. In
Tuly 1934, Highland hired Thomas [, Brown
as its next pastor. Brown brought formidable
credentials as pastor of 5t Charles Avenue
Baptist Church in Mew Osdeans, which had a
membership of over one thowsand and led s
association in gifts, benevolences and baptisms.
Broown envisioned similar things for Highland,
pledging “to engage in the highest and holicst
undertaking under heaven, the growing of a
great church in a great ¢ine ™12

A pative of Mississippi, Brown graduared
from Mississppi College in 1908 and camed a
master’s at Southern Seminary in 1911 and
A doctorate from Ouachita College in Arkansas.
He had previously held pastorares in Arkansas,
taught Bible and religion ar Ouachica and was
executive secretary of the Arkansas Baprist Stare
Convention, His wife had graduzted from the
WMU Training School. They had four children.

Highland knew it was hirng an exacting
pastor, for Brown's letter of application stressed
a program of four Es: evangelism, education,
enlargement and enlistment. In that spirit, the
church held 4 homecoming  service  in
Seprember 1934, designed in part to bring les
active members back to church and encourage
their regular involvement. *The torch has been

thrown to us,” Brown proclaimed.

“Owir Dy of Tensmon®

Its Eight was beaming far when we received
it. . . . The ministry of vour vesterdays who
taught, inspired, developed, and directed you
up to this good hour, are no longer with you,
Al vour growth and development, every Bilure
and maistake, shoukd now be mwmed toward
mecting the appeal of the present. . . . On-the-
fence members never win victones for Chrse
“This is the time for Highland Baptist Church 1o
Boe her dullenge and do something worth
while abour it. The present membership is
equal to the task iy wavs, but ot all.
There must be sady, training, personal work,
dedication of [ife to Christ and the program of
the church, a larger fnancial support of the
wark, and a meore determined effort on the
part of the church as a whole to major on the
mighticst ministry for the Master which the
church has ever undertaken. 1@

Brovan bived up to his motto of *Gospelize
or Fosilize,” hosting a series of revivals thar
resulted in as many as fourteen baptisms on a
single night. 17 Longtime member Edith Hoeing

recalled how everyone in the s

church promoted upcoming
revivals, “People would go out
and visit the unsaved. We'd go
out two by two and knock on
doors and wisit the unsaved
people and pack the pew."18
Brown blended traditional
theology  with a2  Socratic

method, encouraming members
to submit questions in the
offering plare and addressing
them in sermons. Many sermion

dies and outhines, 0 fack,

Fastor T D Brown was
“vevy Much the scholar, but
the scholarship—he didn't
wegar it on his sheeva,”
recalisg Duks MoCail

& mambar al the tima

took the form of questions and are preserved in
church bulletins—though the answers he gave

ane N



The Clond of Wirness

Herschel H. Hobbs: “Old-Time Southern Baptist”

n Nowvamber 8, 1935, Highland voted to hire & seminary doctors! student as part-time
director of education at the church for $80 a month,
“The church is fortunate in being able fo secure this fine young man for that work” the
church bulletin prociaimed. 7 . . Wa arg sure that his services will be of farreaching value
and influsnce”
Indeed they were. The elewen short months Herschel H. Hobbs spent at
Heghland gawve the dhurch a meaningful connection: with & pastor who want
on to become one of the most prominent Southern' Baptist statesmen of his
genaratsan.

A graduate of Howard Collegs i Biemingham, Hobbs had already served as
pastor of churches in Alabama and Indiana when he came 10 Highland.

Hobbs rememberad his Highland expanence fondly. In fact, he was so
cartam his coming to Highland was a result of dhene intervention that he later
consicered including it in 8 book {naver written] challanging the “God is desd™
theological fad.

Merschel Hcbtic: 5 fidire Highland found Hobbs only after 8 comedy of ermors. Pastor T. D. Brown, seek-
Southern Baphist ing & studant educational minister, was advised to get a recommendation from
Ciortvantion presidant, & seminary student named Gohr, Brown misunderstood the pronunciation and

sarved &5 direchor of i i
wcation at Highiand contacied a studant with a semilar name, who refermad Broswn 10 Hobbs. Hobbs

Phors courtesy of Southarn and his wite concluded they wodld nead & salary of $80 a month but didn't tell

Baptist Theokogical Samindry Hightand. As it turred out, the deacons offered exactly that amount. “An acci-
dent? Mot on your lifel™ Hobbs recalled. The episode proves that “God works
in mschievous ways,” Hobbs added, quoting a popular matagrop,

When Crestwood Baptist Church offered Hobbs its pastorate in 1936, Brown told him,
“If you choose 1o stay with us that will be fine. But since you have been here less than a year,
you meght fieal that for that reason you should not leave. All | am doing is removing that obsta-
cla” Hobbs resigned 1o take the Crestwood pulpit.

“Dr. Brown and the Highland people were good to and for us” Hobbs wrote in his
memair, | learned much from him about how to be a pastor in a city church.”

Hobbs later sarved twanty-four years as pastor of First Baptist Church of Oklaboma City
and became widely known theough his “Baptist Hour™ broadcasts. He served a5 Scuthern
Baptist Convention presidant from 1961 10 1963 He was called = 'the E. ¥ Mullins' of the
1960s and 19705 for adopting both tha deas and leadership style of the late seménany pres-
idexnt, even revising and expanding an updated edition of Mulling’s classic book, The Axioms
of Aelfigion. Both men served 85 comvention president in turbulent times and oversaw the
drafting of their respective generations’ Baptist Faith and Message, the denomination's state-
ment of belief, in an efion 1o find consansus amid controversy.




“wr Dy of Tonsion "

Hoblbs tried vainly 1o continue in & peacemaking roba in the fundamentahst-moderate con-
troversias of the 1580s and 19905, at one convention anduring some boos Tor his efiorts. To the
and, he refused a8 Bbels except one hard-earned one: "an old-ime Southern Bapust”®

= Who i a Christian?

* How may | know that T am a Christian?

* How may others know that I am a
Christian?

& What 14 the chief Christian objective?

= Will any Chnsman I-II'IJ”!n' b bowe?

* Do you think it is possible for a person
to live the Christan life and vet not be
a Chriseian?

# Is Jesus coming soon?

He tatlored one seres of sermons companng
Chrstianity g0 other religions. In another
gearcd toward youth, he promised o answer
such questions as “Does God tempt us o do
wrong? Can one go straight unless he thinks
straight? Is it ever right to do wrong? Is a lie

ever justifieds™ 1"
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Brown was “very miuech the scholar, bur the
scholarship—he didn't wear it on his slecve,”
recalled Duke McCall, who attended Highland
at the ome and was a foend and classmare of
Brovwn®s sn Thomas Jr. ar Sowthern Semi-
nary. “When he preached, he preached in the
|.'||1g|_|.;||;‘c l_':l' [h{' 4.::::.|1grc|,_:_,1ti11n. whielh was . . .
ne .-:.::|p'|1r.'.-1i-:,:.‘|ln:! bur was definitely middle
pather than lower class. [t was am intelligent,
cducated congregation. His sermons were not
heavily evangelistic, bur the invitation was
always there. ™20

An example of Brown's success came in his
year-crad report for 1939, documenting, a net gain
of 107 ar the church and is Baxter Avenue mis-
sion. That met a goal of one hundred new mem-

bers in the vear, the most in any year since 1893,

“Tr was God who caused the growth,” he said 21

Fiphiang sanf ouf these posfcards wilh a phofa of the church an the front
and a isf of ifs actvifies on the ook, Tha pasicands srg undaied Dot ars
pvababdy from argund e 15308
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The Clowal of Witsess

Henry Noble Sherwood and the Georgetown Controversy

n October 1927 Highland Baptist Church received Dr. Henry Neble Sharwood, his wife and

twio daughters by latter from an Indiana Baptist church, It was a routing act: recening
Baptsts in good standing into the fellowship. Yet probably no one in Kentucky Baptist history
would hawve hig credentisls as a Baptist in good standing challenged more relentiesshy than
D, Sherwood,

His ather credentials were sterfing. Sherwood had come 1o the city as a professor of his-
tory at tha University of Louisville. Educated at Harvard and Indiana universities, he had servad
a5 suparintendent of publc instructon for Indiana, taught at colleges, authored
textbooks and pasiored a Baplist church fof ning yaars.

He became a deacon at Hightand and taught classes there, He established
the Baptist Swident Union a1 the university, and he spoke throughout the city at
Baptist youth meatings, temparance gathedings and church services;

So whan the fifty-oneyear-old Sherwood was named in 1934 g5 presidant of
Georgetown Collage—the flagship Baptist college in Kenfucky—he seemed a
natural for the job.

But soma Baptists protested that Sherwood had been baptized in a

/ o Dizciples of Christ church, which practiced adult immersion but held different
Henry Nobls Sherwood. 8 theological views on baptism,
dascon af Highlang, was at The matter came up for debate at the annual meating of Kentucky Baptists in
the center of @ contraversy  Handenson in Novernber 1934, at which Sherwood attended as a messanger from
‘;‘;T“;fjﬁf;ﬂw Highland. "| assure you that | have no desire 1o force myself on a fellowship where
Eﬂﬁﬁ: ! | am not wanted,” Sherwood told them. Despita his iremsc tone, he and
Prosy Courtiay of aoraeswn Georgetown trustees insisted he would stay. 5o the General Association's State
ol Miszsion Bosrd cut off financial support for Georgetown in February 1935, A lead-
ing ant-Shenwood pastor declared: | want to see Georgetown live, but | had
rather see it dead than headed by a Campbelite and run the way the Cempbeliitas want it”

Highland members, howewer, stood by Sherwood even after he transferred his
membership to 8 Georgetown church. As soon as the state assocation began cutting off funds
io Georgetown, Highland woted to designate & percent of is state mission funds
10 go 1o Gaorgetown, a policy it maintained through the end of the controversy in 1941 It con-
tinued 10 welcome Sherwood as a guest speaker,

Georgatown's trustees hatd firm until the college’s finances reachad a crisis in late 1941,
Trustees then voted not to renew Sherwood's contract, enabling the school o receive a badly
naaded 47000 in impounded Baptist funds,

Sharwood, unsurprisingly, dropped out of Baprist life. He went on to teach at other uni-
varsitias bafore becoming president of the board of higher education for the Disciples of Christ
in Indianapolis. He retumed to Louisville, whese he was pastor of Parkland Christian Church
and head of the Louiswille Mmisterial Association. He died of a heart attack in 1356 at age 73.




The Flood of 1937

In January 1937, Lowsvlle and much of the
Ohio River Valley was deluged with record
floods that covered much of downtown, The
Highlands and Crescent Hill—virtually the only
settled areas of the city that were above water—
received refugees from Aooded areas.

“It just started raning,” recalled Mrs. J.
McKee Adams, a Highland member. *And it
kept on raining, and it kept on. . . . Solidby,
just pouring. . . . They had boats on thar street
bringing people up from the lower part of
Louisville wor the Highlands. And they were just
pouring up here "2

Highland members were in the rhick of
rebief efforts, . MceKee Adams threw on a rain-
coat and hat and ran out 1o the street in front of
the church, directing traffic for hours in the cold
rain. Member Bill Goodell used his baar many
days to shuttle people to dry land. Women of
the church, some of them trained numses, began
bringing food and other aid to the church, No
services were held the last two Sundays of
Jamuary as the church had become a shelter for
111 refugees. The church also had to postpone
the planned January opening of a new mission
on Baxter Avenue, which also sheltered refugess.

Highland organized into flood relief
committees focused on personnel, transportanon,
housing, buying, health and sanitation, morale,
scout and finance. Tt raised hundreds of dollars
for flood relief at the church and clsewhere.
Neighborhood Boy Scout leader Douglas
Cramer put his young charges to work gathering
up supplies from resdents and evidently was so
inspired by the church’s relicf efforts thar he
presented himself for baptism on February 7.

0wy Day of Tension™

{The crcumstances gave new meaning to the
oft-quored baptismal passage from the Bible,
“Here is water: what doth hinder me to be
baptized:™} By February, when the state began
to bring some control to the chaos, the refugees
were sent 1o Kentucky Military Instimre in Lyndon.

While Aood vietims from downiown were
hit the worst, these were not casy times for
Highlands residents cither. Water supplies amd
other utilities were disrupted, and authorities
finally erected an outhouse atop a manhole
cover near Highland Presbyterian Church on
Cherokee Road. Some in the Highlands ook
refugees into their homes; former member
John R Sampey’s Willow Avenue home became
something of an ccumenical shelter for young
Baprist women from the Training School and a
large Catholic family. Others in the Highlands
became refugees themselves. Struggling with
the intermirtent warer, gas and elecemcal service,
Mrs. Adams ook most of her children with her
to Chardote, North Carolina, where her armival
was photographed and displaved on the front
page of 2 newspaper seeking a local anghe 1o the
great crisis in the Ohio Valley. 23

As the floodwaters subsided, Highland
offered its Facilities for flood-ravaged churches
needing a place to worship while they repaired
their own samctuaries, though there is no evidence
of any takers. Brown, at the request of the stare

[y

general asocaton, chared a commitice “ro
investigate and dircct the rchabilitation of
Bapdst churches in Aooded arcas of Kentucky.”

Brown also sought to reestablish the normal
rhythms of church activities, “Mow thar life in
the Highlands is more or less back to normal,
and lights, heat, and water have been restored,

our full church program will be resumed,” he

ol
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The Clovd of Witness

How Dvid Highland Bagtist Church Help Louisville Meet the Flood?

By Newtie &. Hovrn, Church Secretary
An Excerpt from the Clhurch Minutes of 1937

any pecple of Louisville and the neighboring states are wondering how 71.000
people were motlized in forty-esght hours to take care of the remainder of Louisville
people aftected by the fiood,

A gtory of the experiences in ong refugee station will answar this quastion.

saturday evening, Jan, 23rd, the radio call came for everyone 1o take warm bed clothes
and weanng apparel to the neighbonng churches, togethear with an appeal for the scout boys
and girls to report fo their church headquariers at nine o'clock Sunday moming. Everyone real-
zed immediately the “urgent™ need to respond to this call as it was sant out in tha midst of
imperative and wgent requests for rescus boats,

The mayor spoke for & half howr Sundsy morning, asking everyona to pay closa aftention 1o
the committees organzed 1o mesl the situation

Sunday moming found us receling vast numbers of blankeats and clothing in our church
and immediately we set o work o assembile it Volunteer workers continued to be added 10
our group at the chiurch. Food came in, we know not from whande it came; a kitchen com-
mittee was organized and when the sevanty-five biwadered, heart-sick, ram-soaked refugees
arrved we tried 1o encourage and comiont them as we gave them hot coffes, soup and beans
and improvised beds,

Earty Monday moring & group of men met in the chunch office and committeas weara
appointed to take care of the housing. cooking, sanitation, morale, finance and scouting work.
Later the sewing unit was arganized.

In leas than 48 hours we ware completaly organioed,
even with a complete office set-up and Hospital Unit.
Each person found their place and did thesr work
assigned them.

For example—someons came in the office and vol-
unteared thewr services end after a brief discussion,
reakizing they wers the ones to help build up the
rrsarale, we immeadiately planned a stony hour at 10 .8.m.
and 2 pom, and & regular song service at 7 each night.
Akso, wa decided we noedad magazines and sent the
sCouts cut in the neighborhood to collact currant mag-
azines. In half an hour we had snough magazines to
open a news stand and then we set the Scouts to work
to catalogue the supphy.

After a dey or bwo our refugees began 1o offér thair

Flood refupees arive by boat @ the
1 comear of Barmel and Broacdvaty
gervices and 10 our surprise we discovered WO  ecoo e e coenons

Phomogeaates Arctivies, Dinderssy of Lol
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splendid chefs in the group. When the time to store the water came sach marning we had 8
ragular army of refugees to help us, When the office needed re-inforcement, during the night
hours, we found several refuges volunteers ready to take charge. When our candle supply
ebbed out and we were wondaring how we could continue misch longer without lights &
phone call camne from a former member of our church who had armvad from Binoes with a
large box of candles to take to the Baptist Hospital and to go on duty there as an amergency
nursa. She found they did not read the candies at the Hospital and gladiy offered them to our
church, Later we located lanterns and lamps. After we sent our refugees fo the Kentucky
hilitary Instifute we sent our lanterns and lamps 1o the Protestant Afenhaim and 1o the
Louisville Baptist Orphans home, thus continuing fo help others and to share our blessings.

How did we manage to give our refugees baths? After keeping them five days we
decided somathing must be done about it. The Annex Building was converted into a veritable
bath-houze. Where did wea gat the supplias? The scouls Sgain came 10 our rescue. They were
sent from door to door asking for soap and wash rags and bath towels. In 15 minutes we had
BN Bdecquate SUpphy.

In fact our scouts got everything they went after. When sent out for maney in the early
part of our mobiizavon—they came back with $26729 besides $285.00 worth of checks
made directhy 1o the Mayor's Redief Fund, Then after the first night, when a number of church
cushions were used for beds, our scouts ware sent out in the neighborhood asking for cots
snd beds. By night-fall we had sufficient beds to take care of our 110 refugees.

Oh yes, we ran our refugee head-guarters like any high-class hotel would be operated,
Each room was numbered and the care-taker held the chart with the names of each person
under their respective room numbar, Mo one could be lost, streyed or stodan for any length of
tirma without baing discoverad! (|

The office force had their tasks and did them well. Card records were kept of each
refugee and daily reports typed listing the enoculations which totalad 1,000 plus before the
chnic was closed.

Whan the refugeas left our church they were given a card stating the date of their typhoid
encculations. The morale commitee thought of their spiritual needs and each refugea was
given a copy of tha Gospel of John with a copy of the bulletin of January 24th, This church
bulletin had been mimeographed but had not bean distributed because the services were not
held on that Sunday or the following Sunday,

Our women worked faithfislly sewing for the Red Cross. Two-hundrad twenty-three hos-
pital gowns and 84 baby napkins were made besides hemming a nurnber of sheats, somae of
the women sewing a1 the church and others taking the work home with them.

Taward the and of our week together we, in the church office; had & pleasant task helping our
refugees locate their relatives. “The joy that passath all understanding”™ was experienced by the
workers who halped the mather locate her son, the sister to find her brather, the daughter to find
her aged father, and on and on—a never ending circle of unravaling creumstances,

| a3
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The Clonid of Wirmen

and other church officers wrope in mid-
February, “Many in our aty wall be deprived of
..||:|.1I.'l|'|i.|11.', like their former life for some tme 0
come, We of the Highlands have been highly
favored in recent days, Let us turm our minds
amd bosdies to the things of Ged, "4

Expansion

Highland was facing the happy but persistent
problem of its own growth, Acquinng the

Cooper property in 1929 eased bur did not

solve a space shortage, By 1937, with member-
ship toppimg nine hundred, the church formed a
committes to investigate solutions, One imag
native idea was to excavate under the church o
create more activity rooms. Ulomately, the com
mittee recommended a fimibiar solution: acguir
ing the Pope property on Cherokee Boad, Thes
tume, circumstances were more auspicrous, D,
George Pope had died, and his widow agreed in
December 1938 1o sell the home for 10,000,
Church members put 32,500 up front for the
purchase and the church borrowed the remain-
ing 57,5300, Dr. B L. Ircland,
negotiating for the church, tact
fully agreed to her one wish—that
she stay in the home untl her
cighty-fourth  birthday the fod-
lvving May,

Soom after that date armved,
the church moved swifily to con
vert the home into a second
annex, opening it the ﬁﬂlmﬂng
September for Sunday School
roams and an all-purpose actnary
arca for youth, “Alrcady the walls
are bulging with voung people on
Sunday morning,” educition min-
ister Ernest Locssner reported 39
The church converted the third
floar into a game foom and held
open howses there on Friday
nighes, secking 1o provide a good
Christian armosphere for youths.
Amid the growing military moli-

hzation, the chuarch hested actvities

Higfilang purchasad the Fope Srmuby proparty e e the churgh on
Chevakee Rond as & seoond Sunday Schoal annex. The currpnt

Educahonal Bulding now standds on the site,

at the annex for airmen seationed

ar Bewwman Field.
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How Dvid Highland Bagtist Church Help Louisville Meet the Flood?
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An Excerpt from the Clhurch Minutes of 1937
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hours, we found several refuges volunteers ready to take charge. When our candle supply
ebbed out and we were wondaring how we could continue misch longer without lights &
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large box of candles to take to the Baptist Hospital and to go on duty there as an amergency
nursa. She found they did not read the candies at the Hospital and gladiy offered them to our
church, Later we located lanterns and lamps. After we sent our refugees fo the Kentucky
hilitary Instifute we sent our lanterns and lamps 1o the Protestant Afenhaim and 1o the
Louisville Baptist Orphans home, thus continuing fo help others and to share our blessings.

How did we manage to give our refugees baths? After keeping them five days we
decided somathing must be done about it. The Annex Building was converted into a veritable
bath-houze. Where did wea gat the supplias? The scouls Sgain came 10 our rescue. They were
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In fact our scouts got everything they went after. When sent out for maney in the early
part of our mobiizavon—they came back with $26729 besides $285.00 worth of checks
made directhy 1o the Mayor's Redief Fund, Then after the first night, when a number of church
cushions were used for beds, our scouts ware sent out in the neighborhood asking for cots
snd beds. By night-fall we had sufficient beds to take care of our 110 refugees.

Oh yes, we ran our refugee head-guarters like any high-class hotel would be operated,
Each room was numbered and the care-taker held the chart with the names of each person
under their respective room numbar, Mo one could be lost, streyed or stodan for any length of
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The office force had their tasks and did them well. Card records were kept of each
refugee and daily reports typed listing the enoculations which totalad 1,000 plus before the
chnic was closed.

Whan the refugeas left our church they were given a card stating the date of their typhoid
encculations. The morale commitee thought of their spiritual needs and each refugea was
given a copy of tha Gospel of John with a copy of the bulletin of January 24th, This church
bulletin had been mimeographed but had not bean distributed because the services were not
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Our women worked faithfislly sewing for the Red Cross. Two-hundrad twenty-three hos-
pital gowns and 84 baby napkins were made besides hemming a nurnber of sheats, somae of
the women sewing a1 the church and others taking the work home with them.
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and other church officers wrope in mid-
February, “Many in our aty wall be deprived of
..||:|.1I.'l|'|i.|11.', like their former life for some tme 0
come, We of the Highlands have been highly
favored in recent days, Let us turm our minds
amd bosdies to the things of Ged, "4

Expansion

Highland was facing the happy but persistent
problem of its own growth, Acquinng the

Cooper property in 1929 eased bur did not

solve a space shortage, By 1937, with member-
ship toppimg nine hundred, the church formed a
committes to investigate solutions, One imag
native idea was to excavate under the church o
create more activity rooms. Ulomately, the com
mittee recommended a fimibiar solution: acguir
ing the Pope property on Cherokee Boad, Thes
tume, circumstances were more auspicrous, D,
George Pope had died, and his widow agreed in
December 1938 1o sell the home for 10,000,
Church members put 32,500 up front for the
purchase and the church borrowed the remain-
ing 57,5300, Dr. B L. Ircland,
negotiating for the church, tact
fully agreed to her one wish—that
she stay in the home untl her
cighty-fourth  birthday the fod-
lvving May,

Soom after that date armved,
the church moved swifily to con
vert the home into a second
annex, opening it the ﬁﬂlmﬂng
September for Sunday School
roams and an all-purpose actnary
arca for youth, “Alrcady the walls
are bulging with voung people on
Sunday morning,” educition min-
ister Ernest Locssner reported 39
The church converted the third
floar into a game foom and held
open howses there on Friday
nighes, secking 1o provide a good
Christian armosphere for youths.
Amid the growing military moli-

hzation, the chuarch hested actvities

Higfilang purchasad the Fope Srmuby proparty e e the churgh on
Chevakee Rond as & seoond Sunday Schoal annex. The currpnt

Educahonal Bulding now standds on the site,

at the annex for airmen seationed

ar Bewwman Field.
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How Dvid Highland Bagtist Church Help Louisville Meet the Flood?

By Newtie &. Hovrn, Church Secretary
An Excerpt from the Clhurch Minutes of 1937

any pecple of Louisville and the neighboring states are wondering how 71.000
people were motlized in forty-esght hours to take care of the remainder of Louisville
people aftected by the fiood,

A gtory of the experiences in ong refugee station will answar this quastion.

saturday evening, Jan, 23rd, the radio call came for everyone 1o take warm bed clothes
and weanng apparel to the neighbonng churches, togethear with an appeal for the scout boys
and girls to report fo their church headquariers at nine o'clock Sunday moming. Everyone real-
zed immediately the “urgent™ need to respond to this call as it was sant out in tha midst of
imperative and wgent requests for rescus boats,

The mayor spoke for & half howr Sundsy morning, asking everyona to pay closa aftention 1o
the committees organzed 1o mesl the situation

Sunday moming found us receling vast numbers of blankeats and clothing in our church
and immediately we set o work o assembile it Volunteer workers continued to be added 10
our group at the chiurch. Food came in, we know not from whande it came; a kitchen com-
mittee was organized and when the sevanty-five biwadered, heart-sick, ram-soaked refugees
arrved we tried 1o encourage and comiont them as we gave them hot coffes, soup and beans
and improvised beds,

Earty Monday moring & group of men met in the chunch office and committeas weara
appointed to take care of the housing. cooking, sanitation, morale, finance and scouting work.
Later the sewing unit was arganized.

In leas than 48 hours we ware completaly organioed,
even with a complete office set-up and Hospital Unit.
Each person found their place and did thesr work
assigned them.

For example—someons came in the office and vol-
unteared thewr services end after a brief discussion,
reakizing they wers the ones to help build up the
rrsarale, we immeadiately planned a stony hour at 10 .8.m.
and 2 pom, and & regular song service at 7 each night.
Akso, wa decided we noedad magazines and sent the
sCouts cut in the neighborhood to collact currant mag-
azines. In half an hour we had snough magazines to
open a news stand and then we set the Scouts to work
to catalogue the supphy.

After a dey or bwo our refugees began 1o offér thair

Flood refupees arive by boat @ the
1 comear of Barmel and Broacdvaty
gervices and 10 our surprise we discovered WO  ecoo e e coenons

Phomogeaates Arctivies, Dinderssy of Lol
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splendid chefs in the group. When the time to store the water came sach marning we had 8
ragular army of refugees to help us, When the office needed re-inforcement, during the night
hours, we found several refuges volunteers ready to take charge. When our candle supply
ebbed out and we were wondaring how we could continue misch longer without lights &
phone call camne from a former member of our church who had armvad from Binoes with a
large box of candles to take to the Baptist Hospital and to go on duty there as an amergency
nursa. She found they did not read the candies at the Hospital and gladiy offered them to our
church, Later we located lanterns and lamps. After we sent our refugees fo the Kentucky
hilitary Instifute we sent our lanterns and lamps 1o the Protestant Afenhaim and 1o the
Louisville Baptist Orphans home, thus continuing fo help others and to share our blessings.

How did we manage to give our refugees baths? After keeping them five days we
decided somathing must be done about it. The Annex Building was converted into a veritable
bath-houze. Where did wea gat the supplias? The scouls Sgain came 10 our rescue. They were
sent from door to door asking for soap and wash rags and bath towels. In 15 minutes we had
BN Bdecquate SUpphy.

In fact our scouts got everything they went after. When sent out for maney in the early
part of our mobiizavon—they came back with $26729 besides $285.00 worth of checks
made directhy 1o the Mayor's Redief Fund, Then after the first night, when a number of church
cushions were used for beds, our scouts ware sent out in the neighborhood asking for cots
snd beds. By night-fall we had sufficient beds to take care of our 110 refugees.

Oh yes, we ran our refugee head-guarters like any high-class hotel would be operated,
Each room was numbered and the care-taker held the chart with the names of each person
under their respective room numbar, Mo one could be lost, streyed or stodan for any length of
tirma without baing discoverad! (|

The office force had their tasks and did them well. Card records were kept of each
refugee and daily reports typed listing the enoculations which totalad 1,000 plus before the
chnic was closed.

Whan the refugeas left our church they were given a card stating the date of their typhoid
encculations. The morale commitee thought of their spiritual needs and each refugea was
given a copy of tha Gospel of John with a copy of the bulletin of January 24th, This church
bulletin had been mimeographed but had not bean distributed because the services were not
held on that Sunday or the following Sunday,

Our women worked faithfislly sewing for the Red Cross. Two-hundrad twenty-three hos-
pital gowns and 84 baby napkins were made besides hemming a nurnber of sheats, somae of
the women sewing a1 the church and others taking the work home with them.

Taward the and of our week together we, in the church office; had & pleasant task helping our
refugees locate their relatives. “The joy that passath all understanding”™ was experienced by the
workers who halped the mather locate her son, the sister to find her brather, the daughter to find
her aged father, and on and on—a never ending circle of unravaling creumstances,
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and other church officers wrope in mid-
February, “Many in our aty wall be deprived of
..||:|.1I.'l|'|i.|11.', like their former life for some tme 0
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Church members put 32,500 up front for the
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negotiating for the church, tact
fully agreed to her one wish—that
she stay in the home untl her
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September for Sunday School
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Youth Work

Much of rhis expansion reflected the continued
emphasis on vouth work ar Highland,

The church promoted its Sunday night
Baprist Young People’s Union meetings with an
artractive incentive during the Kentucky sum-
mers before the arrval of air conditioning—
that the church basement was the “coolest place
in the Highlands."2% Youth participated in well-
produced programs that began with an orches-
tra prelude and included hyvmns, solos, recogni-
tom af new members and other activites. A typ-
ical week's program in 1935 included the per
Formance of spirituals by a Black college student
singing group, while different age groups
learned about evervthing from missionary activity
in Brazil ro the life of Bansh Baprist preacher
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. In the 1930s, along
with the rest of Southern Bapuists, the church
changed the group’s name 1o the Baprist
Training Union (BTU) in hopes of enlisting
muore adults. “All of us need training in church
membership and in the work of God™s Kingdom,™
explained director Margarer Keves Clark 37

Marylynn Roberts, whose parents did not
attend Highland bur whese grandmother
brought her to the church, found the BTU
mectings a good way to ger involved. *There
were very warm and welcoming teachers and
youth,” she recalled. "We always had such a
good time on Sunday nighes, ™28

[n 1939 the church hired a promising sem:
inary student, Ermest Loessner, to serve as edu-
catiomsal mingster ar 5125 per month, Pastor
Brown must have recogmized the potential in
Loessner, who had entered seminary despate

“Cher Day of Tensow*

lacking a college degree, for Brown accepred a
342 out in his own monthly salary o help fund
the position.

The church quickly saw the fruis of is
decision, secing BTU membership double from
forty in just 2 few months, Loesner’s own
reports from that period show the vibrancy
of the era: “The Young People’s Department
banueet was a howling success, with an emphass
on the howling ™29

Sunday School classes continued 1o be active,
virtually all of them graded meticulously on the
six-poing plan. Boy Scout Troop 48 also played a
prominent role. One boy, Thomas Jackson, was
honored in 1940 for puming, his scouting skills 1o
use and saving a man from drowning.

Vacation Bible School, now operated exclu-
sively by Highland rather than ecumenically as in
the 19205, became a highlight of the vear. A
1939 Cowrier-fonrnal article carried a good
description of a typical VBS day ar Highland,
with squirming students, carnest teachers, crafts
programs and the singing of songs like “Jesus
Loves Me. ™ Teachers and children launched
the summer sesions by parading through the
neighborhood with banners and flags, evidenitdy
hoping to enrcll some of the neighbors, Most
parades were on foot, but in 1940 the church
enlisted available cars and cruised through the
neighborhood sounding horns and  whistles,
Sewions typically closed with commencement
ceremomics and picnics. Patnotism served as a
major part of the curriculum, particularly in
wartime, with morning salutes to the Bible and
the American and Chrstian flags,

In 1940 Highland alse began holding
Yourh Week, in which reens formed essentially a
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shadow shate of church officers, serving as “pastor,”
“director of religious education™ and other roles.
These officers led Sunday services and other
activitics. The goal fit with the BTU objective of
"*rraining in church membership” by providing a
laboratory for voung folks wo leam by doing. ™

Young adules alse found a home ax
Highland, which held annual receprions cach
fall for the influx of new students at the semi-
mary, WMU school, Kentucky Bapuise Hospival
nursing school and the University of Louisville.
Seminarians studving “church efficiency™ spent
nmee with Highland organizations, studying the

church as a living laboratory.

Personalities and Leaders

MNew leaders and acrive church members
emerged inm the 1930-1945 era. The church
boasted that its so-called Tower Class “has on
itsroll young men of our-
standing ability, some of the
finest representative voung
business men of our cioe”
They mncluded Vernon Kash,
a weacher at Kenmcky Bapist
Hospital; William Chandler
and Thomas Duncan, presi-
dent and first vice president

of the Bioard of

Trade; Thomas Dawson, mas-

Juniar

A Mekow Adams was

& prominant hibwcal
BChasoMET and Botve
Highland menmber,

Profe cowlesy of Southen
Bapfist Theciogical Saminany

ter in the Abraham Lodge of
Masons; and Bill Geodell,

pressdent of the Long Run
Brotherhood.

Semninary professor | McKee Adams, his
wilte and daughrer joined in 1929, Adams, a
former assistant to seminary president E. Y.
Mullins, had tricd his hand at teaching theology
and Bible with no grear success before he was
assigned o weach archaeclogy. He “devoted
himsell to it and with grear dilipence and
increasing skill until in the course of tme he
came to be recognized in thar fickd as an actual
authority,™ recalled a seminary colleague 32
Adams rraveled regularly o Bible lands and
often shared his knowledge in classes ar
Highland with names like *How We Got Our
Bible.” A reviewer of his illusgrated book,
Bildlicad Backarmwads, said the reader “fecks
instimctively thar they are sitting ar the feet of a
great teacher. ™3 Adams died suddenly ar work

in 1945 of a hearr atrack. ™

Among other noteworthy members:

* Elma Currin became the church’s first
woman educational director on staff,
serving for much of 1937 before goang
O 00 4 teaching position,

* William A. Gardiner served as the stace
Sunday bdchood secretary between 192]
and 1952, most of that time a5 a
Highland member.

# Archibald Cree, a redred pastor from
Scotland, was a member for twenty-five
vears until his. death in 1935 at age

ninety-three,
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Asenath Brewster:
“If I Were a Pastor, I'd Do Something about It”

sanath Brewster joened Highland Baptist Church in 1837 and remained a

member {throigh its Baxter Avenua mission] for the last fifteen years of a
life filled with haroic home missons work. She worked as founding superin-
tendent of the Baxter Avenue mission and later as an employee of the Long Aun
Baptist Assoc@atan, working mght up 1o her death at age seventy-threa in Some
of its mast difficult and dangerous urban ministries. An overfiow congregation of
waalthy and poor attended her funeral at Highland in 1952, conducted by pastor
Hankins Parkar. The congragaton and choir poined “m the singsng and humming
of hymng”™ in her memory, relatives recalled in an unpublished biography.

Baorn on March 8, 1879, in southwastarn Indiana, Brewester gresw up attend-
vy & amall local Baptist church. Her local essociation licensed her o preach in
1905, She later graduated from Oakland City College in Indiana, a General
Baptist school, and recenved further fraining at the Baptist Missionary Training
Schood in Chicago,

Bravwster was namad a field secratary for the Foreign Mission Board of the
General Association of General Baptists, a small, predominately Midwestern
denomination. She raised funds to sand the dencmination’s first missionaries
ovierseas and organized a Women's Missionary Society in 1811, Brewster later

worked at 8 mission in the hills of Eastem Eantucky, serving as “nurse, teacher, missionary,

diplamat and somatimes & lay preachen” refatives later recalied.

in March 1837 Highland appoénted her as superintendent of its Baxter Avenus mission,

Asenath Brawster
dmmphad the Baxtar
Avonpe Mission and latey
worked i orher urban
missions, bt she o basd
mmamnbened by Genaral
Baprists for helping
leumgh thair miSSonary
MCvETNE,

Frhea spumesy of Ganana!
Bapecse Fvomans AMevsmas

lacated in a gritty industrial neighborhood. She led the insugural service, organized & Sunday
Schood and provided steady leadership in those first months before the chusch appointed a
pastor in: Frank Stagg, a student and later professor at Southern Seminary, She organized
wiimnans classes that destt with everything from spistuslity to hygiens.

" Haghlamd Mission ocwes an emmeasuratie debt 1o Miss Brewster and has a genusne love
for her” Stagg wrote in early 1841, More than fifty years later, Stagg was still paying tnbute
1o “that remarkable woman,”

Brevwwster want 1o Ine and work as religious education director at the Union Gospel
Mission, nen by the Long Run Association in Louisville’s notonous Haymarket District.

“That was ona of the worst slums in America,” recalled Hanlae Barmette, than a seminary
student and pastar of the mession, Wier a rencwned seminary professor. ~ There wara ninety
whiskey stores, honky tonks, nightclubs, houseas of il reputs, gambling dens within a radius
of three blocks” Brewster, he said, was more than capable of taking care of herself in that
environment, recalling her stout physique, flaming red har and resolute parsonality.
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She and Barmefte held worship services and classes and made wisits 10 the poor.
Brewster was aiso a “genius at picking good people” Bamette said, recalling one group
of eléven volunteers in particular. “Every one of them became famous” as preschors,
professars of missionaries, Barnette recalled,

Brenwster aiso challanged Lovisvilla ministers to meet the city’s needs with the declaration, ~If
I ware a pastor, I'd do something about it”

At times shi clashed with male ministers over such things as her use of guitar in Sunday
School. "She was a joyful person, always ready to laugh at herself” her relatives recatind.
"She . . . often complained, atter a "God pleasze forgive, of the sourfaced, pompous people
she had to work with, and why couldn’t they enjoy their walk with the Lord”

During hef years with Long Run, Brewster also worked in other urban ministries such as
ther Boyce Settlermant House and Vacation Bible School programa. On April 11, 1952, Good
Friday, she died of a heart blockage. After her crowded funeral on Easter Sunday a1 Highland,
her body was taken for burial to her native Pike County, Indiana.

Her work continues in vanous ways. Baplists in Loviswville continuing o minister 1o 1the
needy on JeHerson Street. And Ganeral Baptist Women's Ministies slso continues the mis-
sons work she startad with that denomination. Each yeer since 1976, General Baptists have

contributed to these projects through the Asenath Brewster Christmas Offering.

Baxter Avenue Mission

Even as it grew itself, Highland was planting as
well, opening 3 mission congregation abour a
mile away in 3 former saloon in an aparoment
house at the corner of Baxter Avenue and Payne
Street. A seminary student named Hopkins had
surveyed the neighborhood and found many
Baprist families thar would support a mission,
and he secured Highland's sponsarship, 35
Highland resolved to support the mission at
fifty dollars per month, stating “that it is not
only within the province of Highland Baprist
Church to support the State, Home and
Foreign Mission Program of the denomination,
but also to look after and assist in the worship of
our Baptist people within the termtorial limits
embraced by our church. . . .% The resolution
outlined the griety terntory the mission aimed

ko serve, bounded “on east by distilleres, the
workhouse and Cave Hill, on South by
Broadway and on West and North by Beargrass
Creck and L&N RR rracks,™

The mission—Ffirst called Highland Baprst
Mission, Laer Baxter Avenue Chapel—was in
excellent hands. Asenath Brewster, a veteran of
mission work with the General Baptise denoani-
nation, served as superintendent. She aught
sunday School and read Bible storics o neigh-
borhood children. Seminary student and future
professor Frank Stagg served as s first pastor,
He regularly used the mother church’s baptis-
tery in those early days to immerse new con-
verts—twenty-twao of them on one Sunday after-
noon in 1939, possibly a one-day record for
Highland. The church’s Mission Committee
was chaired by [. P Sanford, who with his wifie

was long imvolved in wrban missions,



Growth was swift enough that by 1938 the
mission was renting its entire building, using the
apartments and backyard for children's and
other activities. The mission started a choir, a
Baprist Training Union and a Boy Scout troop,
It also sponsored two Yacation Bible Schoaols,
albeir segregared ones; white children attended
onesite and black children at another location, A
women's nissionary arcle focused not only on
spiritual bur intellectual and physical well-being,
Meeding topics ranged from a biography of
Elcanor Boosevelt to a Board of Health presen-
tation cn cancer. Within cighteen months of the
mission’s founding, Sunday School enrollment
topped 200, and womship attendance was an
average of 535, Stagg and Brewster left the mas-
sion in 1941 for other work, bur despite a fre-
quent turnover m leadership, the misdon con-
tinucd strong. By 1942, with workers pouning
into Louisville to staff the city's fast-growing
defense industries, the mission had grown o
where it could purchase land ar Baxrer aind Hull
foor future construction of a chuech, By 1943 it
had baptized 106 people and reccived another
sixty-three as members.

Brent Street / Vine Street Mission

Highland decided o launch a second mission in
the PBrent Sprect arca nmear Kenmscky Baptist
Hospital in 1940, a ministry that evenually
evolved inte Vine Sworeet Baptist Church., A
survey showed o hundred people in the
immediate vicinity who did not attend church ar
Sunday School. Highland voung adults were to
rake a major role, deacons said, declaning *that
a great need exists there for a mission™ and that

“the traiming the members of ouwr Young

0w Dy of Tennion™

Peoples Dept. . . . will be of
great value,"3% The church
agreed o allocate 550 roward
opening the mission in a fouare-
room shotgun howse ar 743
Brent Street, 530 per month
for operating costs and 360
fior a fall revival,

Mary Sampson, newly
graduated from Georgetown,
served o Sunday School super-
intendent  ar  the mission,
which the church launched with a revival.
[ts first pastor was seminarian Ed Ham {who
was nephew and biographer of the legendary
evangehist Mordecal Ham, Highland's neighbor
on Cherokee Road), The mission launched a
mwthers club, a Vacaron Bible School and other
ACvInes, netting about a dozen conversions at a
1941 revival and arracring several nursing stu-
denrs as well, Bur Mission Committes chair [ P
Sanford cautioned in 1941, “The church should
understand that there is perhaps not a more dif-
ficult Mission field in Louisville than Brent Street
and rthar rhere will not be spectacular
progress."*” He did not elaborate, but the Rev.
Pravid Melson, who later served as pastor of the
mission and of Highland, recalled there was fire-
quent mrnover of the student leadership, It was
also skow in artracting whole famiabics who could
serve as a nucleus for growth, That growth even-

twally came in the postwar years,

Other Urban Missions

While sponsoring its own missions, the church
kept active in Baptist-wide wrban missions as
well, Highlind women helped refurnish the

This Buaiding was wsad for
thr Uine Sirngad mrseasn
Biefore if ridved neo ks
o cfwrch Buaidirg
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Bovee Mission, 3 downtown settlement house,
after it was ravaged in the flood. The church
donated o the Bapust Fellowship Cenrer, a
mission run by Clarence Jordan in the West End
for black residents. And it also supported the
Union Gospel Mission, a formerly ecumenical
outreach on Jefferson Streer rtaken over by the
Long Run Baptist Association in the 1940s
Asenath Brewster left her job (bur not her
membership) at the Baxter Avenue mission 1o
work full-time ar Union, The vreless Sanfords
were regular volunteers there as well. “They
made a4 grear contribution o the mission,”
recalled Henlee Barnerte, superintendent of the
mission in the 1940s. Mrs. Sanford direcred a
small chodr at Union that performed once a year
ar Broadway Bapost Church, he recalled.

Other Missions and Qutreaches

As if these missions were not enough, Highland
continued other outrcaches. [ts members
remained active with the Louisville Baprist
Orphans’ Home. Mot cnly did they rake
Thanksgiving offerings for the home and serve
on its board, but they also took children into
their hiomes for holidays and summer vacations,

Aid to the local poor continued even as the
Depression cased. Dhstributions from the
Fellowship Fund in the carly 19405, for example,
inchacded 31000 to help a poor family celebrate
Christmas, 513,60 to help a family pay rent and
still more to help a family buy coal,

The church continued to support regicnal
evangelistic cfforts and showed a particular
interest in converting Jews, It funded the
evangelistic activities of Jacob Gartenhous, a
cosverted Jew, one of whose rallies featured the

testimony of Highland member Herschel Smith,
himself a Jewish convert. Such efforts, under-
taken as anmi-Semitism was meing in Germany,
had the twofold purpose of secking “the
salvation of the Jews” and of promoting “A
Better Understanding Between the Jew and His
Meighbor,” the bullerin said. A 1940 repore
from the Baxter Avenue mission noted that two

Jewish bovs were among the converts,

War Clouds and Thunderclap

Throughour the 19303 and ecarly 1940z,
Highland members warched—and somegimes
witnessed—the fareful meowves poward war in
Euwrope and Asia. In 1934 Highland member
I. McKee Adams attended the controversial
1934 gathering of the Baptist World Alliance in
Hitler’s Berlin. The assembly denounced prejudice
against Jews and other groups but praised Hitler
for his reetotaling habits, and individual Baprist
dignitarics made conciliatory starements toward
the Nazis. 3 Adams™s report to the Long Run
Association evidently focused on spiritual rather
than polincal aspects of the gathering, for the
association's clerk only noted thar he “brought
a most gmely message and gave to s a vivid
picture of a lost world in need of a Saviour, *#¥
Former member John R Sampey, now the sem-
inary president, published a more blunt obser-
vation that the Mazis were pressuning German
Baptsts to surrender the fundamental Baprist
principle of separation of church and state 4
While rumors of war grew in Europe, Asia
was experiencing the real thing. Highland’s
missionary in China, Lowise Tucker, telegraphed
home in 1932 that she was safe amid a Japanese
onslaught on Shanghai, Pastor Brown's daughter



Mary and her hushand, Milner Brittain, married
at Highland in 1935, alsa set off for war-ravaged
China to do missionary and reliel work.
Church members saw the Brattains’ names in a
1937 Associated Press account of a group of
Americans who made a penlous 250-mile joumey
from Mokanshan to Shanghai amid the fighting.
The church later sent the Brittains funds 1o do
humanitarian work, In 1940, the Brirains
returned safely o Louisville for furlough and
firrther seminary study, with two children in tow.
After full-scale war broke out in Europe in
1939, Highland and other Baprist churches
responded to an urgent appeal from their British
counterparts to help their 407 misionaries in
Asia; Highland sent $364. The church sent more
than 590 to Red Cross work in Europe and
promoted a sewing program to aid the Bed
Cross at Douglass Boulevard Christian Church,
In June 1940, the church members commitoed
to send an amount equal 1o the cost of a regular
Sunday dinner for war relieff, some members
fasted to make “it truly 2 sacrificial offering, 4!
Patriotic themes became more prominent in
worship., Vacation Bible School students sang
patriotic hymns, A Fourth of July bulletin
declared, *Thank God for America and the
freedom which is vours!™ And Brown began
preaching om such subjects as “The Chnstian
in Time of Crisis™ (followed by the singing
of “Owward Christian Soldies™). In a sermon,
“Wars and Rumors of Wars,™ he addressed such
quicstions a3 “Whar relation is there between the
happenings of these times and the coming of
Christ? Must we have wars? YWhat is the supreme
Christian duty in such times as these?™2 The
church promoted I Am an American Sunday,
proclimed by President Roosevelr, in May

e Dy of Tension™

1941, Tt abso indulged in some wartime paranoia,
inviting a speaker ™ malk on “Fifth Column
Activities in Religion and Education.™#3

The growing military mobilization of
America also prompted Highland to begin
outreaches 1o area servicemen, receiving a Fort
Knox soldier for baprism in 1940 and hosting
activities for airmen-in-training at Bowman
Field, The church formed a Soldiers Hospatality
Committee and bought leather-bound New
Testaments by the dozen to distmbute to
servicermnen with their names engraved on them,
(It also sent Wew Testaments for Russian pris-
oners of war held in Finland. )

Mo amount of war preparation, however,
prepared the nation for the shock of Sunday,
December 7, 1941. Highland's records say
nothing of how church members reacted that
day, though we can be certain the shock per-
vaded the Sunday evening services thag followed
by just a few hours the news of the amack on
Pearl Harbor. By early 1942, Brown was guot-
ing Joan of Arc 1o inspire the home front: “This
is not the time for weeping but for action.”™ He
added: “The naton, in this time of pernl, can
march the enemy only as we here at home keep
ourselves busy at our tasks and our men at the
frant play their heroic pare, ™+

And indeed Highlanders plaved their part.
Some 120 members entered military service by
war's end. In carly 1942, for example, James
Moss, who served on the Finance Committes,
and Joe Robinson, who served as clerk, Sunday
School teacher and BTU leader, resigned their
posts upon entering the Army. So did Chester
Best, who was superintendent of the Brent
Street mussion. In May 1942, the church
mourned the death of Pvi. Chardes Howard

ol



7zl

The Clopd of Witnes

Gregory, 2 member since 1931 who had been
married just the year before. Gregory died while
riding in a car that struck a stalled vehicle in an
carly-morming car accident near Fr. Knox, where
e was stationed.

Mot all entering the service were men. In
Januwary 1943, Highland hosted a mid-rerm
graduation for nursing students who expedited
their training o do relief work for the Red
Crosa, “We congratulate these girks and commend
them for their noble ambitions and response wo
our countries call [#c],” the bulletin said 45

On the home front, Highland sought o
minister to servicemen training ar Bowman
Ficld and Fort Knox. When Broadway Baprist
Church set up a soldiers® lounge where troops
could stay overnight on Saturdays, Highland
members ook regular tums serving them break-
fast on Sunday mornings and talking o them
about Chrise,

Some of the soldiers made faith commit-
ments at Broadway, but volunteers from
Highland, Crescent Hill and other churches
deserved their share of the credit, recalled Duke
McCall, the former Highland member who was
the wartime pastor at Broadway. McCall said
one Jewish serviceman gave a conversion testi-
mony so moving it brought tears to the patrician
faces of Broadway members; McCall said he
never knew who wimessed to the serviceman,
but it wasn't a Broadway member and mighe
well have been someone from Highland,

Though war never came to Lowisville, the
ehurch was prepared for it. The local Defense
Councl designated the chuech ro handle air-raid
evacuees, and the church started its Wednesday
night services earlier to accommaodate air-rad

blackouts, With gas rationing, members were

urged o carpool to church, and a later wartime
pastor, Charles Maddry, went by bicyele to call
on members. The church viewed the causes of
God and country as one: Vacation Rible School
was renamed Yictory Bible Schoal, and the
church put thousands of dollars from a building
fund into war bonds. In December 1942, the
church dedicared a “service flag™ at a ceremony

honoring those in the service,

Charles Maddry

In January 1942, Brown submitted his resigna-
tion and took the job of pastar of Firse Baptist
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. His eighr-vear
tenure was one of the most productive in
Highland’s history: the church launched mwo
massions, acquired the Cherokee annex and
grew in membership from 800 o 1,200, Brown
alsor had been elected moderator of the Long
Run Association and of the General Association
of Baptists in Kentucky, The church hired semi-
nary professor Harodd Tribble as interim for the
remainder of 1942,

In December 1942, the church voted e hire
a new pastor, Charles Maddry, pastor of Leigh
Street Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia,
The thirty-fve-year-old natve of North
Carclina had carned his docrorate ar Southern
Seminary, and his wife, Kimy, was a Virginia
mative and alumna of the WMU training schoal,
John Ewing Roberts, who was a boy in the
church ar the time, recalled Maddry as a rall man
who typically dressed for church in a curaway
coat with tails, wing collar and old-fashioned tie.

Roberts sawd Maddry demonstraved “care in
the preparation and delivery of sermons, and the
importance of regular scholaship, The guy read



books unashamedly and carried his lcaming
lightly in the pulpit, didn't beat you over the
head with it ™40

While the church was understandably
preoccupied with the war effort, Maddry
presided owver s nuis-and-bolts decisions as
well, Sull tght on space despite the development
of the Cherokee annex, the church voted in May
to start an expansion fund. “It will mean sacn-
fices but the prospect of new building after the
war is worth our sacrifices,” said the bulletin
announcement.? Meanwhile, the church kept
busy tending s existing plant. After the
Thanksgiving service in 1943, church members
toured the newly renovated pastor’s study on
the sceond fAoor of the tower in the church
auditorium building. Maddry thanked rhe
Building and Grounds Committee for “so com-
fortable a place for study,™ including a desk with
glass top, new bookcase, venetian blinds, drapes,
reupholstered  lounge chair and  fireplace.
(Today the built-in fireplace and bookshelves
are all thar remain in the dusty wwer of the
once-new office. )

The Building and Grounds Committee soon
had more work to do when a rwo-alarm fire
struck the church on Janwary 8, 1944, destroying
furnishings in classrooms in the educational
building, burming organ wires and damaging the
heating system, Highland was able to hold both
worship services the following Sunday, but the
main educational building could not be used.
Firemen thought hot ashes from a fireplace
ignited a wooden partition. ¥ “Fire or no fire—
Sunday School and Treaining Union go on just
the same!™ the following week™s bulletin pro-
claimed 10 announcing the adjustments in room
assignments, ¥ The church ended up using the

“Chur Dy of Tenmon ™

insurance moncy plus addi-
Honal pledges to do a larger
overhaul of the Sunday Schoal
building, adding acoustic ceil-
ing tiles, a gas steam radiator
to replace the coal stove, lava-
tory cquipment, fluorescent
lights, new kitchen cabinets
and drinking fountains, *0

And Highland adapred to
new technology as well, forming an Audio-
Visual Education Promotional Committee.
“The military training of our soldiers has
demonstrated that old-fashioned techniques are
sadly our-of-dare,” Maddry explained 1w the
congregation. “Several visits of the Pastor o
Fort Knox has further enforced the view thar we
are not using encugh maps, charts, blackboards,
movies, slides, and other such devices for
impressing spiritual truth on the people. ™!

But naot all the mews abowt church facilivies
was welcome. At beast four times between 1943
and 1947, thicves broke imto the church,
cracked the safe and made off with the money
inside, looting as much as one thousand dollars

O one occaskon, 52

Golden Anniversary

Shortly into Maddry’s tenure, in May 1943,
Highland celebraved its fiftieth anniversary with
a series of activities, publishing irs fist history
and receiving congramlations from neighbors
and former members of the church, At a
Saturday cvening banquer, participants sang
“God Bless America™ and “My Old Kentucky
Home.” In the Sunday services, members sang
such hymns as “Faith of Our Fathers™ and

Chanias Maddry led Highiang
Hhrough he war years.

73
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“Blest Be the Tie That RBinds.”™ They also heard
talks by Maddry and former pastors Bagbw,
Weatherspoon, Howard and Brown. Flowers
and congratulations Bowed in from people asso-
ciated with the church®s past or present.
Highland’s connection to its denomination wis

reflecred in the messages of congrarubations sent

Five farmmar and currant pasiors of Haphiang gathered o mark s
fiftiath anniversary in 1943 Fram laft are David Hoaard, Chavles
Saddry A Paul Bagtn: T D, Browm, and . B Wearharspoon.

b!.' officials thar included the prﬁ.]d{'n[s of the
Southern Baprist Convention and Southern
Semimary. The festive atmosphere, however, was

tempered with warnime sobrcty, Brown gave a

strident sermon abour boosting the morale of

the *home fromt™ to meer the military crisis.
The church needed wo expect that halfits boys at
the front wouldn’c return alive, he warmned.
“Your backbone muse stffen and you must be
the undergirding strength needed ar this time,”™
he said. Lowise and Florence Tucker, the last
surviving charrer members, sent effusive con-
grafulanons and an exhoration: “With renewed
fervor and zeal may the message of the Cross be

proclaimed in word and deed by this church,”

Toward Peace

Maddry was already on rhe task, organizing a
revival earlier thar spring with the injunction, *At
a ome when so many of the voung people of
carth are engaged in the destruction that is war,
it i more than necessary that those who are
spared should be busy at the sk of building . . .
the foundation wpon which a berrer world must
be burile,"*3 But the war was raking its psycho
logical toll; by the following vear he was preach
ing a sermon series on the book of Job, *This
scriprure has an especial appeal in these days of
sweat, blood and rears,” he explained. ™

As more and more members entered the
service, the church followed war news wath keen
interest and supported Red Cross aid drives. A
bulletin board was set up in a hallway with the
addresses of soldiers, and a Correspondence
Committee wrote regularly o servicemen. *We
are all looking forward o secing vou at
Highland when it is all over,”™ Sunday School
superntendent Kalph Logan weote in a bulletin
mailed to soldiers, complete with a devotional
from Maddry. “You are doing a good job, We
hope we can do half as well at home, 755

The lerters were appreciated. “There have
been several times over here when [ stopped 1o
think and pray and [ never failed to be thankful
For you and my fnends for vour pravers,™ wrote
one soldier, Dan Card, after the war. “There has
never been a question in my mind thay prayer
hasn't helped through many a rough spot. Am
looking forward to the day 1 can once maore
enter those grand doors and see many friends
that [ often think abour onee maore, ™56

The war abso brought news froam the farthest

cormers of the world. From Africa, the Jesters



wrote of encountering Amencan soldiers on leave,
Marine Sgr. Marcus B Burke, back for a fow
davs of rest after thirty-rwo months in the Pacific
region, spoke to the Women's Missonary Sociery
“on the Samoan religions. ™57

In 1944 deacon Tallie Gardner and his wife
received the dreaded news that their son Charles
had been killed on the island of Saipan. He was
Highland's second and last fatality of World War
II. Qurgoing news was sometimes grim as well:
Marine Peel Rivers received word during the
war that his father, longtime deacon Byron
Rivers, had died.

By Christmas 1944, Maddry and High-
land’s assistant pastor Ben Ussery were writing
melancholic messages to the church., “In our
day of rension we cannot wish you a Merry
Christmas,” Ussery wrote, *With the mwchines
of war thunder-ing and guns belching destruc-
tion, our only wish for you can be the comfort

and jov which comes with the assurance of

Immanuel—Christ with us.™>8

SOy Day of Tenston™

In 1945 the church cheered the Allied push
wward victory, even as it worried over members
such as Leland Miller, Franklin Chapman and
Lawrence Bumnett, who had been captured by the
Germans as prisoners of war, Burnert, the church
learned, “reads his Bible every day and has been
helping to distribute Red Cross packages o fel-
low camp members."5® All were released safely,
and in May 1945, the church celebraved Viceory
in Europe, joining in o program held by Mayvor
Wilson Wyart and the Louisville Council of
Churches. Highland held a reception the follow-
ing Sunday for families of servicemen in Europe.
On the evening of August 14, abour 175 people
artended a special Victory in Japan service.

“We are thankfil thar insread of sutfering
during these last several vears when the world
was on fire, we have prospered,” Maddry wrote
soon afterward. “God has been good o us for
some reason. [f we do not find thar reason and
obey it, . . . his goodness and mercy will not for-
ever go forth wward us ™60

This undanad oid
o Showes the
sanciumy and onginal
educrtiond Budding,




Sl

The Clowd of Wirnes

Notes

1. CE, 1,/26,/30.

Z. Thomas, 196,

3, This wasn't sccomplished, obvioushy, for we still
have a recosd of i

4. CB, 1711731,

5. CB, 371731,

6. CM, 873,32,

7.CM, 8,/28,732.

& CB, 1/3/32,

%, The other surviving member, Mary Trar, wis
then lwing in Lexington. CM, 5733, WER,
/18733,

10 CM, 185733,
11, Inrerviesw.

kX CM, 1/2/33.
13, CM, 174533,
14, CB, 12/25,/32.
15, CM, 778 34,
L6, CM, 716,/34.
17. CB, 3/3/35.
18, Interview, 1992,
19, CB, 1 /6/35; CB, 1,27 /35,
20, Innerview.

21 CB, 17740,
22, Inrerview.

23, Intervicw.

24, CM, 2711 /37,
25, CR, 11/519,/39.
26. CRB, 2,9/30.
27 CH, 106,540,
28, Imterview,

20, CR, 11719739,
A, C], 631 739,
il CR, 3731 740,

32, Carver, “Recollections,™ 97,

33. WR, 9/20,/34.

34 Interview, Mrs, [, McKee Adams,

35, This history comes from church minutes and
bullctins as well as from a brief history written by
Ascnath Brewsier in 1945,

36, T, 4710740,

37.CM, 10/5,/41,

38. Leonard, Rapeist Winys, 382,

39. LK, 10,/4,/34.

40, WH, 9/6,/34; 9/13,/34,

41. CM, 6,/2,/40,

42 CHB, 3,17 /40, 7/7 /40,

43 DM, 555 /41

4. CB, 1,/4,/42,

45. CH, 1 /10,43,

46, Interview,

47. CB, 6,/6,/43,

48. CJ, 19544,

40, CH, 1 /1644,

50, CB, 3/12/44.

51. CB, 9./2,/45.

52, LT (or CRY, 11,720,/44; LT, 7/7 /47,

53. CB, 3/28/44.

54. CB, 9717 /44,

55, CB, 6725,/ 44.

6. CB, 9/16,/45.

57.CB, 8727 /44

58. CE, 12,544

59. CB, 3,/3,/45.

60, CB, 10/28 /45.



CHAPTER FOUR

19046-1061

“Plugging for Building”

On a clear spring day, May 30, 1954,
Highland Bapaist Church dedicated a state-

of-the-art educational building, one that had been
years in the making and the dreaming. A home
mowie taken of the opening day shows hundreds
of church members processing from the church
inte the new building, dressed in their Sunday
best, from litthe children led abong by their parents
and teachers, to uniformed Boy Scouts, 1o the
oldest of members in suits and smart dresses. The
hymns sung that day speak of the trumgphant
mood in the air; “All Hail the Power of Jesus’
Mame," “Holy, Holy, Hoby,™ “All Creanures of Our
God and King,” “Lead on, O King Eternal.”!
Wit the new 5250000 building, Highland
was at last solving the space crunch that had
plagued it for years. The dedication also marked
Highland's participation in a wider surge in
organized religion, an era when Americans flocked
tor church in record numbers. This phenomenon
paralleled national social mends such as an
economic surge and a babyv boom, Highland
reached record levels of membership in the

19505, with more than one thousand resident

members ar the mother church and hundreds
maore ar its nearby missions on Baxter Avenoe
and Vine Street. Highland launched both mis-
sions as independent, self-supporting congrega-
tions, and in 1960, it began a new mission at
Bashford Manor, The Revs, Hankins Parker and
David Nelson gave Highland steady leadership
with long pastorates.

But these were times of change and anxiety
as well. The ever-tense Cold War flared in
Korca, where three Highland members were
killed in fighbing. And change was coming 1o
the church’s own neighborhood. Many residents
of the Highlands moved out to newer suburbs
east of Louisville, among them many Highland
Baptist members who either joined new
churches or commuted to Highland from long
distances. In and around Cherokee Road, once
one of Lowsville’s most fshionable addresses,
many old aristocratic mansons were converted
into muldple apartments, On the eve of the
19641, the church would face new decisions in
carrying out its mission in a changing neighbaor-

hood and a changing society,

7
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Postwar Regathering

As Wordd War I1 ended, most Highland mem-
bers in the military were demobilized and wel-
comed home to church, Some, like Marine vet-
cran Joe Robinson, settled in for vears of service
to the church; others returned for brief stavs
before moving on with new jobs and new fami-
ligs, Members contributed through Southern
Baptist agencies 1o relicf efforts in a world strug-
gling with postwar ruins and famine. One
church family, the Dents, brought a “displaced
person™ from Latvia im 1949 to bve with anmd
work for them.

O June 26, 1946, the church dedicared a
plagque that remains to this day ar the rear of the
snctyary, hononng the 120 men and women of
the church who "answered the call of their
country to fight for the freedom of the world™
during Warld War [1. It paid tribute by name o
the two who died while in service, Charles
Howard Gregory and Charles Lewis Gardner.

Church leaders talked ambitionsly of con-
seructang an educattonal builbding almost as soon
as the war ended, though such plans were slow
to develop, OFf more immiediate interest was pre-
serving the existing butldings. In Apnl 1946, the
basement of the old educational building was hit
by Highland’s sccond blaze in two years, The
rwo-alarm blaze, which possibly spread from an
open fame in a Areplace, cansed an estimated
59,000 in smoke and warer damage 1o the aptly
named Fireside Room.? “Fire Mo Bar to Serviees
Set Sunday,” prochimed an optimstic newspa-
per headline suggesting the church's realience.

In July 1946, pastor Charles Maddry
resigned o take the pulpic av Fise Baprst

Church in Wilmington, North Carclina. The

opportunity came “unexpectedly and unsoughe,”
e said. " The furure for Highland Baptist Chuerch
i5 a5 baght as the consecrton of B mcm-
bership.” The church accepred his resignaticn
“with deep regrer,”3

Hankins Parker

In June 1947, Highland unanimously vored o
call as s new pastor Hankins Parker, who was
then pastor of Walaut Street Bapist Church in
Owensborn, Kentucky,

Parker, then twenty-ning, was a greganous,
outgoing man who broughe a hands-on, detail-
orcnted management style and made good on
his pledge o grow the church both physically
and numerically,

The Alabama native and onetime veterinar-
ian greduated from Howard College and from
Southern Seminary, and he pastored other
churches in Alabama and Kentucky before
Highland. His wife, Frances,
graduared from the WMU Training School,

Frances Parker remembers her Highland

Bapust expericnce fondly. “The educational

COming 1o

level and the Christian bevel of the people in the
church just made it
an casy pastorate,”
she said. “And they
accomplished  so
much. When they
decided w  do
something, they did
it. They didn’t pro-
leng it or fuss abour

it, they just did it,

Fasror Hanking Parker fpg
e cfurch dunng Ifs post-
WA N,

which 15 not a char-

acteristic of maost



Baprist churches.” Highland was “the only
church 1 ever cricd when [ left.™#

The Parkers lived in a parsonage ar 1115
Cherokee Boad (next wo one of the educational
annexes), which the church purchased in 1946
for 512,500 from wyer A, C. Van Winkle and
his wife, Mary.® Frances Parker said she has fond
memorics of the busy church raffic passing in
and out of the parsonage.

A number of voung families joined the con-
gregation, and the church was so full that mem-
bers recalled they poutinely needed chairs in the
aisles. The church drew new members with
revival mectings and an active visitation program,
Current  and former members like PFose
Hawkins and Marviynn Boberts recalled that
when they were girls, church members came to
their doors in the neighborhood and urged
them o come o Sunday School, Yirginia and
Gene Bell lived on Cherokee Boad and joined
when their children were small. “We liked the
church because there were a lot of children in it

and we could walk to church,” Virginia Bell

“Pluurisgg for Budlding”

larer recalled. Family memones are filked with
church acuvities from annual revivals to visis
from “Santa Claus,” she said.

Highland was busy enough that the church
began mailing out its first newslerter, the
Highland Baptist Herald, oo keep members up o
date. The church was a hive of acovity on
Wednesday nighes, with vanous choirs and meet-
ings of teachers. Those without such tasks formed
a Loafers Club that regularly hosted seminary
professors and  other outside  speakers, *Every
Baptisz church has a few members who do not
work, but most churches fail wo offer a program
especially for those members,” ran one tongue-in-
cheek promotion, “HBC, with a realistic view of

its membership, has a Loafers’ Class for them, ™7

The New Educational Building

Even during Wordd War 11, Highland had been
saving money for an eventual building project
In 1946, pastor Charles Maddry told the

COngregation:

Membars bragk ground
for the new agducananal
buiicing an May T
TH5F. With showvels are
pastor Hankins Parkar
ang chartar members
Lowse and Fiprance
Tucker
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Cemanly the church cannot contimse indef-
nitely with the major eduecation equipment
consstng of two obsolete dwelling houses
an fwo separate streets, with offices in two
buikdings and on three flooms, with no library,
with three assembly rooms when ar least five
are needed, wlhen there are class rooms for
anly two men's classes, when four are needed,
when there are mot fooans bor I:|'||: ﬁ,;.rmal;'mn
of any new classes anywhere, when the nursery
must meet in a room which holds rwenty
when there are three times thatr number on
the rodl, and bn a community in whach thers
are hundreds of people who need Chrast
Some sy that when the Sunclay school grows;
the building will come. DHscerniment says that
when the building s made the Sunday school
will be able to grow and not before ®

Calls for expansion became increasingly
urgent as the baby boom was making s
presence felt. One
hundred eighoeen
children under the
age of three were
crowviding the nuirs-
eries and Cradle

Roll program.¥

Tan: Descon Daman Surgansy
daff, with pasior Hanking Parker
art the comersione ying for
the new educahiona buidng
on MNovember 16, 1853

Right: Highland caletraied its
Sfaih aNnvarsany 87 3 Sarwoea
on May 10, 1853, the same
ady it broke ground fov its

maw aducations! buiding.

The speaker is mambear

Haipfy Broeswn

Yet Parker recalled that, on his first Sunday,
one lay leader pointed o the Cherokee Annex
and stated pessimistically, “A lor of people say
some day there’ll be a building our here, but it
will never be buile.™ Parker said he ®sunk in my
shoes that day. But God let us do ir.”10

The church wvored 276-11 in March
1952 w accept the Building and Expansion
Committee’s recommendation for a new,
three-story, 3125000 cducational building,
measuring 50 by 125 feer. (A relared recom-
mendaton o build a new, larger sancruary
never matenalized. }

Members from thar time sabd Parker, who
immersed himsell in the smallest derails of the
project, was key o bringing the project 1o life,
“I thank God thar Hankins was derermined and
firm, because if he had not been, we may not
have had this building,” deacon Damon
Surgener karer recalled, “Cerrainly we would not
have had it in 1954711

The church held a Building Fund Sunday
on Movember 2, 1952, with appeals meant o

loosen even the oghrest pursesirings. Frieda

Horn Freyvman, supenntendent of the beginner's




department, quoted the laments of preschoolers
in one of the aging annexes. *We're all =0 cold
this morning,” sakd one. “It's raining,” said
another. “Will my daddy come and carry me
over to the Big Church so my nice shoes and
coat will not get wer?™12

Cwer the coming months, vanous other
church leaders added their appeals. “My lictle
girl received a Bible from the church last month
along with fourteen other Primary Department
children,”™ said Margaret Eeves Tate, supenn-
rendent of the Young People’s Department.
“It"s her dearest treasure because she has founcd
Jesus here. She is a fourth generation to worship
in the sancouary which her great-grandparents
helped God to build. That's why we're plugging
for building! ™13

Just a few months before the church broke
ground for the new building, The Conriers
Jowrmals religion reporter, Ohra Spaid, visived
Highland for a profile of a wypical postwar
Sunday School, He noted thar Highland, like
many public schools, was feeling a classroom
space crunch. In the process, he left a snapshot
of Highland's Sunday School in 1953,

The program has outgrown the onginal
Sungay school hllihiins_., and classes are being
held in rwo houses adjacent to the church,
A larger, mecdern &lm!::,'-m:hl:u::ﬂ aniEx 1%
planacd; a huge architeot’s drawing of it hangs
oiv one side of the alar platform in the sanc-
tuary, b remind parshioners of the need.
Ewen with the three buildings, the exercses
at Highland Baptist must be conducred on a
lifi basis. Children amend opening services in
a group while others hear the lesson in class-
rownms, At the end of the pericd, they switch,
Rut in most ways, the Sundayv-school fiol-
bows ins eraditional pach. Five-year-olds are sull

Pluguivg for Bidlding”

singing “Jesus Loves Me,” and vesterday they
poanted out their verse for the day, “Thou,
Lowd, has made me ghad,” in the =Bible book.™

The 5-to-7 group stll cdusers around
a texcher at small tables to color and hear
stomes of [oas. A clss of 15- and 16-year old
bovs started  their discussion with talk of
sports, unt the weacher found an opening o
relare Christianity o their everyday life

The p:rim T laclies of 12 and 13 are
still the best behaved, and Sonday school has
ek surlr.!n:ﬁ.ﬂ:rl the :'nd.r-.-irlmlii!.' of 4 few
ormery boys who are the object of kectures on
fwowe to be tuu:l-cl..H

The church broke ground on Sunday, May
10, 1953, which abso marked Highland's sixtieth
anniversary, Two surviving charter members,
Lisnise and Florence Tucker, with energetic smibes
and neat Sunday dresses and hats, stood with the
youthful pastor Parker as they prepared 1o e the
ceremonial spades of dirt, Other members, equally
spiffily dressed, ok their ms 1o the shovel.
Former pastor T. D. Brown gave the church's

anmiversary sermon, Southern Seminary professor
Ernest Loessner, Highfand's once and future edu-
cation direcror, spoke ar the ground breakmg.

wnder cansinicion

A stes! skaleion cutlnas the naw educaional dulkdng
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In a home movie from the period, the
Sunday ceremany gives way to weckday scenes
of construction workers in dusty T-shirts, tearing
down the old brick Cherokee Annex, excavating
the ground and gradually raising a steel skeleron.
The church laid its cornerstone on Movember
15 in ceremonies that included a sermon by former
pastor Jesse B, Weatherspoon, who had long ago
dreamed of such an expansion, and a prayer by
Highland member and seminary president Duke
McCall, When the building was complered, for-
mer pastors David Howard and Charles Maddry
spoke at dedication services in May 1954,

Before the heavy machinery wenr away
entircly, workers also demolished the church’s
Grinstead annex to make way for its upper
parking lot,

Tha maw educations) budding, opsned in 1954, a4 i
stands foday:

Maddry wrote 1o the church afterward: *1
hope your work will continue to prosper and
soon vou will be bursting through the walls of
your new building. ™13

That was no idle wish, Sunday Schoaol atten-
dance soon passed four hundred a weck, compared
with 317 a week the previous year, Mothers
were urged wo bring their children 1o 2 stare-of-

the-art nursery with “meral hospital eribs for

cawy cleaning, a toddler room, a room for
cach age child, educational tovs, rest room with
child size fixtures, germicidal lights and a
paging system o call parents from the church
service. . . . Nursery workers are offering a
scientific child care program that equals these
modern accommaodations. ™18

Parker™s successor, David Nelson, recalled
that the fimshed product was a “magnificent
building.™ Many of the planning decisions were
Parker's, he said, “and they were good ones. ™17

Musical Changes

Parker overaw significant changes in other areas
as well, inchwding the church’s music program,
Since 1936 Mrs. Frank Ropke had served as
organist, and she and her husband were long
active members. But she resgned in 1948 when
the church sought to move from the high-church
worship style she cultvated 1o a more typical
Southern Baptist repertoire of gospel hymns, A
congregational survey of fivorite hymns in 1949
confirmed members” taste in the latter style; 18

The Old Rugged Cross
Living for Jesus

In the Garden

When T Survey the Wondrous Cross
Beneath the Cross of Jesus

Make Me a Blessing

Wherever He Leads I'll Go

Lead On, O King Eternal

Saved! Saved!

Amazing Grace

William Robinson began a long renure
a5 organist in 1950, pledging o lead “cold
Christian hearts into a warmer fellowship with
the Lord."!¥ Robinson sometimes chided the



congreganon on proper attitudes towsrd musical

worship, as in this bulletin entry on his efforts

o introsduce the congregation to 3 NEw ine:

We made a fairly good start with our now “All
Flail the Power™ last Sunaday. Some l.:l":.'l.r-'.l are
stifl rather uncoopcrative. As soon a8 the
GFpgan srikes 3 tune that is the least unfamidiar,
shut go the books, bored go the expressions,
and the osganist and choir do an extra
“Special,” with the help of a few, Waon't you
join us this week and fallowing weeks as we

repeat and repeat new hymnsi20

In 1953 Robinson egan an ambitious new
music program. He started six different choirs
for different ages, abilitkes and vime commat
menty. He plaved lunchiime organ meditations,
hoping to inspire those living and working
pearbw, and he offered vocal and prano lessons.

Duspite his demanding work ethic, “every-
body liked Bill,” Frances Parker recalled.?!
Added Marvbmn BEoberts: “He was very funny
and wonderful with teenagers. He put up wath a
lot [from teenagers] but also helped steer me

3

into music, "2

“Plagpring for Buildine™

The Highland cholr with
dirgcor Jym Yates i 1850

The church also overhauled its organ, which
was breaking dowm to the pomnt of playing keys
thar weren't even depressed. The church approved
a 510,000 rehabilitation, replacing the console and
other moving parts while keeping meost of the

pipes, and rededicated the mstrument i 1953,

The Korean War and
Other Tragedies

The eruption of war in Korea in 1950 took its
wdl on Highland. The Unived States and other
allies joined with South Koreans in repelling an
invasion from the communist North, In contrass
o thee resolute support for World War TF from all
quarters, the correspondence from some sol-
diers and church leaders took a more melan-
cholic tone, and Highland did what it coubd o
help. As in the world wars, the church creared a
Military Service Committee and sent New
Testaments to members in the service.

A solder named Whilliam Bourie wrole oo
thank the church for his Testament. “1 hope that

scaom 1 ean return to Highland, bue firse, there 15
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a job o be done and until peace can be restored
o the world, T guess millions of us will have to
give up things we want,” he wrote, The only
benefit feom the war, be said, is that it made him
realize his dependence on God, 22

Three Highland members were killed in
the contlict. Li. William H. Dean died on
December 1, 1950, leaving a wife and daughter.
He had been a parter with his father and
brothers in the family Dean’s Tire Service
on Fifth Streer, amd he was awarded the Silver
Star posthumously. 24

Tank gunner Ted Wirotzious was killed on
March &, 1951, after his and 10 other tanks ran
into a minefield. His body was retumed
Seprember for burial. The Wirorsiouses were
long stabwart fmilies of Highland, and Ted had
joined in 1937, He had served the Ammy since
1943, and had been a military police officer in
Germany. His six medals included a Purple Heart
as well a5 a Bromee and Sibver Srar, “He loved the
Army and died fior the thing he felt was important
to hamself and his country,™ the church bulletin
stated, “Let us so give oursclves 1o our country
and to the cause of the Lord, thar we might
secure these things for which Ted gave his life. ™35

The news of Wirotzious's death com-
pounded an air of tragedy in the chorch. Thar
same  week, ninc-year-old Raymond Perty
wias killed instantly when hit by a city bus ar an
intersection of Bardstown Road. The bulletin
recalled a budding young Christian who “was all
bow and not excelled by many in enthusiasm and
energy. . . . Raymond is not only with Jesus, but
many of us are closer o Him becaise of this
which has happencd, Even his parents came
Sunday rededicating their lives,*26

Yet another set of parents grieved in
November 1952, when member James W,
Wood was killed in Korea, As with Wirotsious,
Wiood had just wrirten a lenter home saving how
much he hoped to see his family and church:
“I would like to be there, serting down in front
of you, but the Lord has a job over here for
me now, Maybe it won't be long until T am
back there."2?

The war ended in sralemare, and Highland
suffered another military tragedy in 1958,
Eighwen-year-old Edward Marthews, a church
member since 1951, was killed in a boiler fire
while aboard a Navy destrover off Florda,
*While we are grieved ar his death, it is a great
deal of comfort for us thar he was led to Chast

im our Church,™ a chuech novice seared, 28

Baxter Avenue Mission

Baxter Avenue Chapel began planning for a new
basileling at Baxter and Hull to replace its rented
quarters, where services were held in a large,
bare room with folding-chair seating for only
o hundred, Thomas E. Lindley, onc of a series
of seminarians who served as mission pastors,
noted that the congregation was mainly com-
posed of the laboring class, making it difficul
fior them o afford a building project. Bur by
1948, Highland was able o authorize a
533,500 contract to build the new chapel. The
anpouncement cavsed the Lewowille Times 1o
reminisce about the previous life of the prop-
erty—as part of a pre-Prohibinon beer garden.
Chne anonymows old-timer was quoted as saving:
“The ghosts of Phoenix Hill are gentle spirits;
they’ll do the new church no harm, =29
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Letters from Korea

During tie Korean war, Hightand’s mewsletter included sveral letters from servicemen.
Following are excerpts from two wen sulsequently billed in the war

Latrar fram Pvt. William T "Ted ™ Wirotfous o church member and faliow World War i veleran
J M. Robinsan, published February 11, 1951, Highland Baptist Hevald Ted Wirotzous was kified
March B, 1851

Well, how is everything down Kentucky way? | received your very nice letter, and you don't
knowy howe goed it is to get mail from someana at church

I'm sitting here in a nice warm school house drinking cofiee. We got hit hard so we are want-
ing for 1anks and replacemants.

I'm in the best Division in the Army as you know. | guess you want to know if I'm gaing to
stay in the Armmy. Wiall, | waould like 10 stay if | get home safely. And the way people at church
think about ws boys, | will be coming home. The only thing | would like is to go to church one
myore Sunday with Mom.

- - Ll
Latter from Jamas WY Wood [ﬂpl.!‘.l'ﬂul"Hﬂl"l'RIﬂE O ety il sl vk e ghisal i B vl ol ., o el ] ol . e
Parker, pirblished in October 5, 1852 Highland l‘lﬁ' SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOMWSHARES
Baptist Herald. James Wood was kiled Hr-m THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNING HOOKS:
November 1, 1952 Eﬂ'm SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD AGAINST NATION,
This is Sunday and we have the day off. B e staLL THEY LEARN WAR ANYMORE. U

Ve are back in reserve and only train six days
and two or thres nights a week. The Sabbath
day 15 ours

i front of you, but the Lord has & job over @

I sure weould like 10 be thare, SaTing down

hare for ma now M-l'pbl |t 'ﬁ"lﬂﬂ'l hﬂ hnu '-"“ll A photo display in tha W‘l.-'rh arga of the ald educatanal mm
| am back thera, Fonors st Highland mamdbars who gied m wartsme. They are,
The church services we have over herais o ieft: Charles L. Gardnar Workd War Il Charls L Codeman

: anes hack horm fWietnaml. Wiliam M. Daan Korpal, Chavies Howerd Gregory
f et araat e e - : fiorid Whar I, Jarmas b Wibod Woveal and Tad Wiotrous (Konoaal,
We dor't have a nice church or mice soft

seats. Ve just sit on the ground, out in tha
opan &, but we stll heve church. | guess that is all that matters.

Wall, Bro. Parker, 1ell all the members, "Hello," and | will close for now, | am locking fora
latter from you before long,

The one-story brick building opened in service on December 7, 1952, Highland trans-
1948, Four vears later, Baxter Avenue formally  ferred the decd and mortgage to Baxter and
achieved financial indcpendence from High-  approved the wransfer of 120 letters of mem-
land, and it became a separate congregation ina  bership to the new congregation. Somebody

&5
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Tha Bawtgr Avpnue Chape! buidmg opemad o 1945,
a#md the chrah beceme mdependant in 1852

calculated that since 1937, Highland had contri-
buted 528,145 to Baxer while Baner irself had
codlected 562,476,

Vine Street Mission

Highland fostered ity mission on Vine Street
(formerly on Brent Street), Highland had bid
51 for an Army surplus chapel at Bowman Field
after World War 11 (thinking the government
would be happy ta be rd of the structure and
that the church would bear the moving costs),
bur the government rejected the bid. Highland
had been so confident of getting the chape] thar
it had already begun construction of the foun-
dation built o the Bowman chapel's dimen-
sions. Disappointed church leaders asked Frank
Shouse, Highland's resident expert in real
estate, “ro see if he couldn’t And somebody 1o
buy this lot with 3 hale in it,” deacon Damon
Surgener later recalled # “The Lord wasn®t in

agreement with this,” The church instead put a

roof over the foundation and held services in the
basement wntil it could afford to build the rest
of the structure,

The mission had a frequent mmover of pastors
until 1949, when Highland hired semimarian
Davad Nelson, Since MNelson planned o stay a
while as he studied for 2 master’s and a doctorate,
he brought stability o the mission pulpit.

“When the committes talked to me, they
said, “1t's alwavs been a mission, we just feel like
it always will be a mission,™ MNelson bater recalled.
“But somehow it just really canghe fire.™31

He found the work so difficult ar firsy that
he offered his resignation to Sara Hadley,
Highland’s superintendent of the mission.
“Mrs. Hadley, in her inimitable way, said,
Dravid, God called vou to buikd this church, and
I'm not going o ket you leave untl you do it,™
Melsom recalled. *Let me tell vou, she put some
backbame into me. ™

Neleon said several women were attending
regularly when he started but only one man, *1
made that an object of prayer,™ he said. “I made
a list of twelve men thar we had made contact
with—maybe we had reached the children. . | |
At the end of the year we had eleven [men
attending]. And they were sort of the
nucleus. . ., I think the change came when we
reached quite a number of whole families. =32

Highland approved a Vine Street building
cammittes i 1950 and authoneed construction
of a $28,000 church building ar Highland and
Vine in 1953, By 1954 it had 170 members—up
oave hundred from five vears carlier, the misson
reported, aiting “progress from a very discourag-
ing situation in 1949 to a Church with a future in
1954733 It held its Arst services in its new build-

ing in 1955 and became i|1|.5|:p¢rn:_!|:nt i 19546,
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With baorh Baxwer and Vine, Highland
turned over the deeds o is daughrer churches
on one condition—rthar iF either ceased to be a
Southern Baprist church, its property would
revert back to Highland, Circumstances have

ot warranied such an action.

David MNelson

Hankins Parker resigned in 1955 to become
pastor of First Baprist Church in Paducah. He
held thar post unol 1962 and also served as a
pastor in Florida before returning to Louisville
in 1980, when he served as director of estate
planning for Southern Senunary until his death
in [995 at age seventy-sevem.

Highland found a replacement close 1o
home, callmg David Nelson froam the Vine
Street massion.

Both gentle and gentlemanly, Melson was
bom in Mpsisdppi po 4 Baprist preacher who
dicd when David was fourteen, and he grew up

in Birmingham, Alabama. He graduated from

“Pluaging for Buailding”

Wine Stromt Baphist
Church bacanme
indepandon v 1958,

a yoa aftar if Bigan
meEiing 7 ihes uding.

Howard College and carned his master’s and
doctorate at Southern Seminary.

Damon 5!.“.'“':!.1-:1’1 chair of the Pulpit
Commuittee, advised Melson thar it he were pastor,
“you couldn’t pay me enough money™ to live in
the parsonage right next to the church.*¥ Instead,
the church granted MNelson a
housing allowance, enabling
Melson and his wite, Jo, o
move into a home on Upland
Road, pumting some physical
boundaries berween church
and home.

MNeleon's main challenge at
first was his own crowded life,
He prepared for his first sermon
the same week as his final seom-
nary doctoral exam and the arrval of his Gest child.
But Nelson got off to a congenial start. Week after
weck i the church mewsletters, hie drove home
the importance of evangelism, He made chat
theme central to every aspect of church life, from

the Sunday School program to his urging of

David Madson led the Ve
Streat Mission bafore
hacaming Highland's pastor
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members o show fRendlines o viators, He
raught “soul-winning clases,™ organtzed neigh-
borhood surveys and had praver meetings with
descons to revive what he felr was an inadequare
evangelistic spinit in the church, *T would like o
see us reach the point thar we feel we have per-
somally failed if someone does not respond o the
invitation,” Melson wrote at one point, ®We
should not be comtent 1o waste all this gosod fel-
lowship on ourselves, "33

Bur Mebson also noted the changes in the
neighborhood, A new, poorer and more tran-
sient population was moving in. Nelson wrote:

We live i a changing neighborhood. Many of
the frger residences on Cheroliee Road have
ten familics i them where they were formerdy
residences. for only one famiby. This has rul-
plied the opportunities for our church,

However, we musst be at the job. Mamy of
those who mose mbo our n.t;iﬂhl"rm'hn:hi ane
shy, They would appreciate a fricndly visie.
They are open Eo one. Bug 'ﬂlq." are reluctamt
to make the first move, They need the
encouragement of a visit 3

Mebson recalled in an interview thar chis
population was always “hard o reach. Bur I
think apartment dwellers are hard o reach
anywhere because by their very nature they feel
like they're tempaorary, ™37

Melson sought not only oo brng in members
but to oversee their spinoeal growth. Bulletins
from the era repeatedly reminded members o be
on time for church, mind their worship manmners,
showy reverence in services and pray during the
mvitation for positive resulis. Nelson urged mem-
bers to visit churches when they traveled on vaca-
thons and o mail him the bulletins to show they
had done w0, He began 1959 with a “prayer that

there shall be no cobweebs in our baptistery.™ There
weren't. The church baptized fifty that vear, a
record unmatched except for years when the
church included baptisms from mission congrega-
tions. Melson was so anxgous for the church 1o suc-
ceed that he lay awake one stormy Saturday night,
warried about people’s ability to get to church 3

Highland became one of the biggest con-
tributors to missions among Kenmicky Baprist
churches. In fact, the church prospered financiatly
with the times. For 1958, members pledged
S131,000, oversubscribing a budger of 5126 400,

“More people are volunteering to tithe than
ever before,” the Highland Baptist Herald
reported. “It is also the result of an increase in
miembership duning the past vear. The spinit of
undty which prevails in our membership was cer-
tainly demonstrated. 3%

The church also approved a 320,000 air
conditioning unit during MNelson’s tenure. A
bulletin item justified the expense as *1 necessity,
net A luxury™ in an era when many stores, office
buikdings and other pubhbc buildings were air-
comditioned, “Let us use this modern wonder of
scaenee to reach more people with the Gospel of
aur Lord Jesus Christ. ™0 The summer services
were not only cooler but quicter, Nebson wrote
in 1956,

Before asr-comditioning, I can remembser giv-
ing the invitation o the background muse of
a back-fring motorcycle o a sren, Many a
sermon wis interrupled while we all lstened
e the screcching tires anticipating a crash,
Bat o, wiith thie windows and doors closed,
we are insulated against the nobse outside, 1

One highlight of Nelson™ tenure came in
1958 when the church paid for him o join a
Holy Land tour led by a seminary archacology



professor. This sixe-week adventure began in
Eurape, where the group roured Pars, worshiped
at the Bagtist seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland,
andd walked on the Appian Way in Rome where
the apostle Paul walked, Melson™s pravel journals,
published in Highland®s newslerer, described the
awe-ingpining wonders of the Old World, though
he also encountered the same type of Iralian
guades that Mark Twain wroe about a century
earlicr, trying o anribute  cverything 1o
Michelangelo, cven buildings rased a thousand
vears before the Renassance artist™s birth. In the
Holy Land, Melson and his group visited
Jerusalem’s holy sires, climbed the Mount of
Tempration, foated in the Dead Sea, rode horses
tex Perra and skepe in s moaniinous oombs.

“The Bible is taking a new life,” he wrore
home. “I am praying for wisdom to make full
use of this new knowledge without letting it
become obnoxious, ™2

Back home, MNelson was nsing i stature
among local Baptists. He was clected moderator
of the Long Run Baptist Association in 196(,
The following year, one of the largest churches
in the stare, First Baptist Owensboro, called him
as pastor, and he resigned from Highland
December 1961, He went on to scrve thirty
vears at First Bapoist in Owensboro and was
clected president of the Kentucky Bapuist
Convention in 1965 (nominated by his succes-
sor at Highland, Nathan Brooks). Since retinng
in 1991, Nelson has served as interim pastor at
ten different congregations. In 2004 the
Eentucky Bapost Convention honored him for
his waork in support of the Cooperative
Program, the Southern Baprists’ unified gving
plan, for which he raised more than 526 million
in Owensboro alone, 43

Plrpring for Bedlaling™

Highland, meanwhile, entered a transition
period after Nelson®s departure. Its edocanion
munister and vouth worker also resigned in lare
1961, The church hired G. Willis Bennett, an
associate professor of Chrstian cthics at the

seminary, as intefim to replace Nelson.

Youth

At the height of the baby boom, the church had
plenty of yvouth ministries. A Boy Scout troop met
ar Highland, and church youths played in church
sports leagues from baseball to baskerball o bosd -
ing. The vouth had annual “sweetheart banguets™
in the fellowship hall, which never looked so good
s in 1960 when it was decked out ke a Southern
plantation with hundred-foot murals, a working
fountain and a colonnaded stage. The vouth ook
trips to Butler Lake and events bke the “Stephen
Foster Story™ musical in Bardstown,

Many of those whio grew up in the era recall
fondly some of the youth leaders, such as Lillian
and Ralph “Brownic” Brown, who had no
children of their own but routinely opened their
home to the youth of the church, and Joe and
Georgene Robinson, Joe Robinson was a major
in World War 11, “s0 thar made him coal™ w the
kids, recalls John Ewing Roberts. “And he had
access 1o chewing gum.”™ The Bapoist Training
Union offered “superb training™ in public
speaking because all participants regubarly had o
take a rurn leading part of the service, Roberts
added. ¥ The Training Union would stage
atrendance contests in which the youth divided
into teams with names like the *Davy
Crockets™ and “Daniel Boones.” One episode
of light-hearted fun—when Roberts and pastor
Charles Maddry's son were tossing funeral fans

&9
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like Frishees in an empty sanctuary——came oo an
abrupt end when an angry janitor made them
clean it up 5

To encoursge young people to go into
full-ume church work, pastor Hankins Parker
founded a “volunteer band™—a group that mer
in the Firesde Room for a Saturday breakfast
onee a month, The program’s alumnd include
Roberts, who had a long preaching carcer in
Baltimare, and career missionary Grundy Janes.
Parker “really had an interest in young people,
and was very instrumental in the formation of a
lor of us,” Janes recalls.#® Roberts agrees, adding
that the group had its humorous moments. Onee
when Parker overslept, Frances Parker sent him
amwd Grundy Janes o his room to wake him up.
“He was mortificd!™ Roberts recalled 47

Marylynn Roberts recalled that the church
enabled her wo rake voice lessons, and Parker
guided her o Georgetown College, suggesting
she seck scholarships. “Hankins Parker was
peobably the one who made it posable for me o
go to college,™ she said,

Gathanmg at the furure sie of the Bashiord Manor
mussion in 1960 ara, frovm ladfl, deacon Robarr L
Spraw, mésslon pastor Danie! Haleamb, Highiand
pastor Deved Malson and deacon Jemes Swindles

Young people grew up in an atmosphere
of “a warm-hearted conservative theology,™
Roberrs said. “Ir seemed OK to ask questions,”
He recalls o visiting preacher who brought an
unfamiliar pulpit-pounding style. Roberts turned
o his grandmother, Dora Chenaulr, and said, *1
never heard amything like dhae,™ She replied, =1t
all right to get excited every now and then, but
I just don'e think Jesus shouwted, Look at your
red-letter Mew Testament, Almost pothing in

ped berrers works 1 ¥ora shaouit 'lt."""‘l"I

Bashford Manor Mission

With the Baxter and Vine missions leaving
the nest, Highland sought to incubate a new
mission in Louvisville's fast-growing suburbs. It
eroed in om the new Bashford Manor neigh-
borhood. Highland purchased a 4.2-acre parcel
for $25,000 in 1960, The parcel was located
next to 4 new clementary school on Bashford
Manor Lane, where the church would meet
unel it could afford a new building, Seminary
student Daniel H. Holcomb became the frst
pastor, and within is first year it antracted as
many as ninery o worship and was paving its
own operating expenses. Ar least one Highland
family, thar of Hugo Kortke, joined the fledp-
ling mission, and Nelson helped by preaching 3
revival with modest bur encouraging sucecss,
Holcomb oprimistically old the church thar the
new neighborhood was “Lirerally a field “white
unic harvest” and one that needs the witness of

God's church. ™
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Ernest Loessner: Religious Educator

mest Loessner, oné of his generation's leaders in the dewvelopment of religious
education programs, sarved two terms a5 Highland's director of religious education-—from
1939 1o 1942 and from 1954 10 1958,

& niative of Key Wast, Lopssnar earned the eguivalent of a doctorate in min-
isiry in 1941 but racelved no degres because he lacked a college aducation.
While at serninary, he sarved his first stint 85 Highland's education director, aarm-
ing glowing reviesws for nearly doubling atténdance among young peopla in the
Baptist Training Linion and Sunday School, The church bought him a new car a5 a
surprisa gift. Pastar T 0. Brown calied him-a “most excallent and afficiant sar-
want af the church™

After seminary, Lesssner resignad from Highland and worked at churches in
Arkansas and Texas. When Southermn Serénary opened its new School of Aaligiows
Echucation, it sought Loassner as one of its charier professons—even though he was

: _ _ ol Southiem Semunary
the first professor in the serminary's history 10 lack a college degree. “His highly suc- . oor Emast (oassner

cessful caraar as a minister of education made him a ‘'must’ for the new school”  served o terms as
the saminary akumni magazing later recounted, While @ professor, Loessner wan  "#Rious sducation director

of Hightand
an to edm & bachelor's degree from Georgetown College, & masters fromthe

University of Louisville and a doctorate from Indiana University, Baptist Theologcal Semiary

Upan his return to Louisvilie, Loessner spoke at the ground breaking of
Hightand's new education bulding, and the dhunch hired him again &8 aduCAkon Mminsster, & motion
that deacons supported with “unanimous Hallelujahs™

“He had s0 much knowledge. he could put in half a day and accompéish more than a lot of
pecple could for 8 whole week” said former pastor Dawvid Neson, who worked with Loassner.

For example, Loassner not only persuaded the church 1o use & grade-specific Sunday
School program but offered several concrate reasons for it, from avosding cliques and compet-
tion among classes 1o pulting more people 1o wark i the: church.

Ewven after resigning as education director, Loassner remained sctive at Highland as a
deacon and Sunday School teacher for sevaral more years. He became dean of the reSgious
education school at Southern in 1970, After retifing in 1973, he went on 1o teach in Hong Kong,
Canada and other locations.

Loessner died in 1995 at age eighty-aight in his native Flonds, whera he had retumed
to live. He laft his wife, Louise, and two daughters. He also left more than 1,800 former stu-
dents whom he sant into ministry with this advice: "Trust the Lord, drink lots of coffes, and love
the people.”

el
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William and Daisy Hicks Jester: Missionaries to Africa

aigy Hicks and William Jester mat in the 1920s while anending Highland as students.

They mamied in 1928 and went on to work for thirty-nine years as missionaries 1o
Africe—she as a nurse and midwile, he as an educator—while ramsing two children in
thi process.

The former Daisy Hicks, a native of Morganfield, Kentucky, eamed a diploma in the first
class of the Kentucky Baptist Hospital School of Mursing and later a degree at the Womaen's
Missionary Union Training School. Daisy Hicks later recalled she “felt called to nursing” as a
religious vocation and not just & job. She rememberad long,
gruslng howrs a5 & student ot the new Kentucky Baptist
Hospital on Barrett Avenue but also felt it trained her well,

“We worked on the wards all the time we weren't in
clags,” she recalled. "Wa didn't thank of it as being hard. It
Was raguired”

Doctors at the hospital gave her extra training in proce-
dures she might need to do n remole locatons where doc-
ors would be scarce, She would use the training well as she
searved in Tanganyika for the African Infand Mission and later
in Migeria for the Southern Baptists’ Foreign Mission Board.
Her work imvalved everything from caring for lepars 10 stitch-
ing the scalp of a man mauled by & leopard. But her main work was in matemnity. In Nigeria,
whare she recanved further midwife training, she developed the reputation as "tha mother
wha brings live babies” supervising the maternity center at Ogbomosho Baptist Hospital,
which desvared more than one ihousand babies a year. When the formier mud-brick center was
replaced with @ more moderm matennity facility, the hospital named it “aye (Mother) Jester's
Maternity Centes”

Williarm Jester. a Missouri native and Southern Seminary graduate, taught at places rang-
ing from a boy's school in Kenya 1o the Nigerian Baptist Theological Sermenary, where he was
professor of Old Tastarmnant.

The Jesters’ work had its perils, Antl-American nots in Nigeria were prompted by the
reaction against Western colonialism and news of the vialent white resistance to the civil
nghts movement in the Amencan South. With the increasing speed of global communmcations,
Wilkamn Jester wrote in one melanchofic letter that missionanes now were weighing thair
wiords carefully while on furiough, aware that anything could be transmitted back 1o thair fiald
and prompt 8n angry reaction,

Throughout their missionary tenure, Highland took a special interest in these talented and
dedicated missionares from its midst. The church named a Women's Missionary Union
circia for Daisy Jaster, sponsored the Jastars with regular financial contributions and provided




“Plwgng for Busiding”

housing assistance during thesr furloughs in the: Linited States. Those furloughs including &
teaching assignment at Georgetown College for William Jester, where he helped influence a
young Highland member, Grundy Janes, to follow his footsteps as & career missionary. After
retiing in 1967 the Jasters returned to Louisville and kept busy in creative endeavors, he with
painting, poetry, knitling and crocheting, she with embroidery and quilt-making. They later
moved to Memgphis, whera William Jester died in 1983 at age eighty-five, Daisy Jester died in

Morth Carolina in 1894 at age ninety.

Local and Global Ourtreaches

Highland also continued its outreaches 1o meet
physical and social needs, The church financially
supported the Kentucky Baptist Hospiral, and
several members volunteered through its auxil-
iary. The church continued its Bes with nuesing
students there, conducting an on-site revival,
hosting receptions and offering bus transpaor
tation for them o get to church. The church
supported the Louisville Baprist Orphans’
Home as it opened a new residence at Spring
Meadow in Middlerown in 1950, In 1956
Highland cooperated extensively in a month-
long crusade by the evangelist Billy Graham,
which deew nearly half a million people to the
Fairgrounds. Highland had for vears promoted
Graham's films and publicized his crusades in
other cities. Thirty Highland members volun:
tecred at his Louisville debur, and members held
cottage prayer meetings 1o intercede for
IS SECOLSS,

The postwar era proved an especially active
time for Highland's suppaort and participation in
world missions. The church continued ro fund
its longime missionancs, William and Daisy
Jester, in Nigeria, Member Mary Sampson
entered mision work in China and karer Tabwan.

Dther seminarians with Highland connections

in the mission field included one couple, Mr,
and M. Meville Claxon, working Afnica’s Gold
Coast, and two couples, Mr. and Mrs, Gene H.
Wise and Mr. and Mrs. John Boyd Sutvon,
working in Brazil. Highland supported their
work with continued contmbutions and interest.
The church also sent funds to Leon Chow, a
seminary graduare who did radio ministry and

other waork in Taiwan.

Wider Baprist Issues

The Southern Baptist Comvention saw tremendoas
growth in the postwar periad, from & million in
1946 to 10 million by 1962. Highland sought
to do its part in mecting ambitiows growth goaks
such as “a million more in "54.7

The Southern Baprist Convention met
in Lauisvlle in 1959 1o celebrare the centennial
of Southern Seminary—a rare gathering for
Lowisville, which lacked the hotel space for the
thousands of convention messengers. More than
one hundred Highland families accommodated
messengers in their homes.

The General Association of Baptists in
Kentucky changed its name to the Kentucky
Baptit Convention in 1960, The convention
developed a new conference and retreat center
at Cedarmore and laid plans for a new Baprist

w3
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Duke McCall: “I Saw What Religion Really Meant™

ong before it adopted the slogan, Highland proved itself 1o be a “thinking, feeling, healing™

church for a young seminary student named Duke McCall, McCall want on 1o become one
of the mest notable Baptist statesmen of the twentieth century, but he credits Highland in the
1930s with providng a countarweight to an expanence that nearly soured him on Christianity,

Whele aftending Furman College in South Carglina, McCafl played on the schoal
goif tearm. One time, the Universaty of Geongia golf tearn played at the University of
Morth Caroling, and on the way home, the team stopped at Rurman 10 try out its
course, where it would be playng the following week, McCall hosted the Georgia
players at his fraternity house and took them to Sundey School, then to tha galf
course. On the way, McCall waved 1o hes pastor, who was driving by,

The next moming, Furman president William J. MoGlothlin called MeCall into
his office to say that tha pastor—who was also a Furman trustee—was upset at
his playing goif on Sunday and wanted him expelied, McCall reacted indignantly,
but MecGlathlin, a former Highland member, calmly changed the subject and let

Dk Wﬂfﬂmm McCall go without further repercussions.

Framiles o i A 7 ’ "

o 1080 el 13608 miid But “the result of that was | didn't go back to that Baptist church” McCall
president of Southern said. "l dadn’t have enough experience to isolate that incident of ministerial
Seminary for thityane years.  incompatance. . _ . | thought that wes dirty pool, If he calied me in and fussad at
PROM: COUTRRY O Soumiemn mig parsonally, | probalbly wousd have apologzed. But going to the president of

Baprisr Thavdames! Saminey ) :
i university to jecpardize my student status. ., ”

Aftar college, McCall enrolled at Southern Seminary. Stll smarting from the golf experi-
ence, he “didn’t know for sure just how much weight 1o put on this religion bit. So | thought,
Well I'll go up to where the experts are, a1 the saminary”

McCall said he “nesded the ntellectual guidanca that the seminary provided, but |
also neaded to be in an environment whera inteligent people were actually living out
Christian principles”

That, he said, he found at Highland Bagtist, which ha joined n 1936.

"1 saw what religion really maant to them. Then | could say, "Well, this is not frivolous, This
s really somathing important, and v got to either get in or get out. And I've got
to gat in’”

MeCall admired the well-prepared, dedicated Sunday School teachers, “They were not slap-
happy volunteers but people who leamead how to do things , . . with 8 professional touch” he
said. And he respected Highland's pastor at the time, T. D. Brown, for his revivalist yet intellec-
tual preaching. He befriended Brown's son, who was also a seminarian, McCall still appreciates
the church for authorizing him to baptize his wife, Marguerite, who had been raised Presbyterian.
He's still grateful for “those church membess who took ma out 1o eat when | had had all the serm-
inary cooking | could stand and gave me a sense of worth”




“Plugaing for Building”

MeCall becarne an ardained minster in Tennesses, returned 1o Loussville 35 the younges!
pasior of the prestigious Broadway Baptist Church and went on 1o prominent leadership
rodas in the Southem Baptist Convention. He retumed 1o Louisville in 1861, served thirty-one
years 85 prasident of Southermn Seminary and was also elected president of the Bapist
World Allance,

MeCall and his growing family rejoined Highland in the 19508 but later returned to his old
church, Broadway Bapust, which had moved out to Brownsboro Road after declning due to sub-
urban flight from & decaying downtown. “They needed help” McCall recalled. | expect that
was my number ona motivation at that point, | wanted them to succeed ”

et McCall often returned to Highland to preach and kept in contact with church membars.
“When you wanted 1o gat something dane in the city of Lowswville, you could call on them,” he
said. At Highland's 110th anniversary celebration in May 2003, McCall returned to Highland yet
again to provide congratulstory remarks, providing a fiving link in the ceramonies 10 the church
where he had recovered his faith in the 18930s.

“You go back to Highland and you say, this feels like Highland Baptist Church,” he said
recently. “From 1935 when | first joined to the last timé | waa thare, it just feals e Highland™

college in Louimville, Kentucky Southern College,
which opened with a burst of enthusiasm in 1960,
Highland made an imital pledge of 510420
roward the new college, though the college™s shart
life would show such enthusizsm to be premature.

Growth at Southern Seminary

Highland's contimeed tics with Soathern Seminary
and the wider Baptist student commumnity were
evidenced by a church bulletin published in 1949
listing all the students who were active in the
church. It included 31 seminarians, many of them
with wives as well, in addition o owo smudents
from the seminary’s new music school. Another
23 women from the WMU Training School and
19 from the Eenmucky Baptist Hospital nursing
school were also listed.

Several seminary professors also joined,
including Ernest Locssner, who began a second

stint as Highland's religious eduecation direcior
in the 1950s; archacology profesor E. Jerry
Vardaman, who frequently taughe classes at
Highland; and G. Willis Bennetr, who served as
interim pastor in 1962, When former Highland
member Duke McCall became Southern
Seminary president i 1951, be too rejoined his
old church for several years, though he evenmally
transferred to Broadway Bapeist, where he had
once served as pastor. MeCall knew the student
traffic in and out of Highland was a mixed bless-
ing. While studemts brought energy and new
ideas to the church, they also consumed much of
the church's time as they surveyed its members
for their class projects, “It must have been an
awful nuisance e be studied vear after year [for
material that] wasn't going o go anywhere
except get those students grades,” McCall said,
But “Highland welcomed them, used them, put
them to work. ™™ Finance Committee chairman

25
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Tallie Gardner told Nelson of his amazement
thar seminarans, even with low incomes, tithed
so fastidiously that they gave more than some of
the well-aff church members.51

Southern itscll was undergoang  dramatic
growth in the 1940s and 1950s. It opened
new schools of music and religions education.
Highland contributed to construction of
Southern’s signature Alumni Chapel and made a
donation o its new Boyee Centennial Library
in honor of Melson, Maore than &0 full-ame pro-
fessors were teaching more than 1,300 students
by the 1950: But such expansion, bringing
Southern o a unnversity-like complexity, also
brought upheavals. MceCall and Southern
rrustees centralized more authorty with the
presidency, and 13 professors were fired in 1958
after their objections cscalated into a major
standoff. The WMU Training School, having
moved from downtown to a campus adjacent 1o
Southern’s on Lexington Road in 1941, devel-
oped a social work program, was renamed the
W. O Carver School of Missions and Social
Work and finally merged into the seminary in
1962, The Carver Schoaol began admitting men
as Southern began admitting women to it
School of Religions Education.

Ecumenical Relations

Highland continued to cooperate with like-
minded churches of other denominations, It kept
active with the Louisville Council of Churches,
one of whose speakers visited the church
Brotherhood with a rousing call for “shoe leather
religion “—emphasizing care for the sick, pris-
oners and other neglected persons. Highland
joned e osuch idealistic programs as Natonal

Brotherhood Week and in ecumenical sponsor-
ships of evangelistic crusades by evervone from
the traditional Billy Graham to the more liberal
Charles Templeron,

Through it all, Highland tried both to stoke
evangelistic fervor and tamp down sectanan pride.
“To believe yours is the oaly true religion is the sin
of pride,” said one randomby-placed aphorism in a
Highland Baptist Herald that also promoted an
upcaming Billy Graham crusde in Nashville. 52

Highland"s ccumenical spint still impresses
Frances Parker, who saw more resistance to the
idea at other churches which her husband led.
“T don’t know if that was the influence of the
seminary or the faculty people that were in the
church, but I don’t think s0,” she said. “I think
that had o do with the level of education and of
what I call real Christian living. ™53

Ant-Catholicism

In one area, however, Highland showed a more
reactiomary attimsde—in anti-Catholicism, The
Roman Catholic Church, ke its Protestant
Counterparts, was enjoving rapid growth in the
postwar period. 54

Many Protestants, including some at
Highland, feared rhe growing influence of
Catholics. Highland bulleting and newsletters
from that era reprinted alarming reports from
outside anti-Catholic organizations, protesting
such things as President Truman’s appointing a
represeniative to the Vamcan, “MNo Amencan
official must ever again be allowed o bend the
knce before a foreign Potentate,™ ran one
screed. 5% Particularly controversial was the
funding of a public high school in heavily
Cathodic Marion County where many of the



teachers were nuns, though coorts upheld the
legality of the arrangement.

Highland's amitude roward Catholics, which
depicted the Catholic Church as an “interna-
tional church-state dictatorship,™® was a disap-
pointing exception to Highland’s gencrally
friendly relations with its religious neighbors. To
be sure, part of Highland®s concern was for the
traditional Baptist principle of constimurional reli-
gions hberty, evidenced by its financial support
for the group Protestanes And Other Americans
United for the Separation of Church and Seate.

When John F. Kennedy ran for president
in 1960, many Baptists feared that a Catholic pres-
ident would answer to the pope and bishops. But
Kennedy sought 1o allay those fears in a historic
speech to the Houston Ministerial Association,
where he envisioned “an America where the sepa-
ration of church and stare i absolure™ and where
e one loses “their chance of being president on
the day they were baptized.”57 Ewven after
Kennedy's victory, the Long Run Baprist
Associaton mer at Highland and passed a resolu-
tion saving it is “not bigotry™ for voters to take a
candidate’s religious beliefs into account, But the
General Association of Baptists in Kenrucky
pledged its prayers for the new president. 8

S0 did pastor Nelson in a boldiy otled see-
mon, “Why 1 Now Support John F. Kennedy.”
He urged pravers and support for the Catholic
president while holding him o his word on
church-state separation, ¥

“While [ had questions about him during
the campaign, [ could sec him as the leader, and
we were beyond the point of whether we would
aceept him of not,™ Melson recalled. *He was
able 1o say or 1o appear that he was independent
of the hierarchy, and I guess he was, ™50

“Plugming for Building®

Personalities and Issues
in the Congregation

The church had strong lay leaders to march
its paid staff in the era. Deacons such as Joe
Shearer, Tallie Gardner and Damon Surgener
served for years, and their names routincly came
up amid deliberations on major decisions in the
period. Gardner, an Army veteran of World War
I who had worked his way from rraveling
salesman to president of a dry-goods company,
served as deacon and church treasurer. Nelson
sabd he can still picture Gardner approaching
him week after week dunng the offertory with
the line, “Are you paid up, Preacher!™ before
handing, the plate to the chor with the injunc-
tion, “All right, shell out!™ Surgener, who had
been an executive with coal and asphalr compa-
nies and had an accent and dry wit thar was well
preserved from his native Eastern Kentucky, also
served as a trustee at Southern Seminary. Tom
Dumean followed his father Scott’s footsteps as
an active youth leader and deacon. Margaret
Keyes Tare was active in Sunday School, the
Training Union and the Women’s Missionary
Union. Lillian Brown, in additon to her youth
work, put decades of work into the WML and
numerous Kentucky Baptist causes; she served
mare than two decades on boards of the

Josanh Shagrer (i) ana Talle Gardmar wave long
actnee &% deacons and &t othar roles
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“A Slight Distortion of the Facts"

rom 1858 fo 1960, church clavk Robert 5. Burnett enlivaned the minufes of chivreh meel-

ings fo the entevtainment, though nat the benefit, of future historians, He took his role as
church jester sa seriously that, after typing the minutes straight. he would sometimes retype
certain paragraphs, then cut and paste them (the olg-fashioned fiteral way) on top of the arigi-
nal. Hara are some axcenis;

November 5, 1958: (Afrer Fastor David Nelson annownced an upcoming meeting of the
Geneval Association of Baptists in Kentuekyl. Whereupon Joa Robinson from the rear of the
room distinctly moved that the Pastor be authorized 1o sppomt such delegates he knows will
go or he can prevail wpon to go. Motion seconded and passed uproariousthy.

August 5, 1989: There were no recommendations from the Board of Deacons, no unfinished
business, no officens’ report, no committes report and no nevw business. In fact nothing much hap-
pened after the Finance Report, so the meeting was adjioumed 10 prayer meating.

September 27, 1968: After instructing the congregation 1o vote for 12 deacons by secrat
ballot, the Modarator rode roughshod over Roberts Rules of Order by allowing a motion to be
made from the floor to elect the deacons by a voice vote.

March 16, 1960: As thers was more time than reports left, the Moderator issuad a state-
maent which tended to cast a doubt on the accuracy of the minutes of the clerk and his predilec-
tion toward a slight distortion of the facts. With this touch of humaor the Moderator adiourned
the maeting.

September 7, 1980: As Finance Chairman [and obstetrician] Dr. Procter Eubank was out try-
ing to beat a stork 1o the hospital, Henry Huff-ed and puffed through the August financial state-
ment, which indicated the church dropped into the red for the first time this year, While various
reasons wede offered for this msolvent condition, Mr, Huff boded it all down to toa little coming
in, too much going out. Dr. Nelson ntermupted to say that, as he was absent during the month
of August, this condition could not be attributed 1o him. .

A5 this dark turns his pen over 10 the new clerk, kr. Paul Melson, his only hope is that
Brother Nelson will transcribe the minutes of future meetings in the same accurate and factual



Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, which
honored her in 1990 “for outstanding, support™
of the program. !

Membership during this era remained exclu-
sively white. With the cwvil rights movement
beginning in eamest in the mid-1950s, church
officials decided thar iff any black worshipers came
to the door, “we'd just sear them like anvbody
clse,” Melson recalled. Bur the only black person
who artended with any frequency was the Afrcan

wile of a seminary student, he said %2 For the most

“Plugaung for Burdding”

part, Highland's only black parucipants were its
j:ln:il:l::lrx._ such a3 Liss Vance and MNoah Heese.
Highland showed some interest in race relations,
providing aid to a black church and incorporating
MNegro spirituals into wosship, even as 1t coniin
wed using Southern Baptist liverature thar often
uwsed  patronizing  language about  African
Amercans and their dialece. While che racial issue
rermanned E!-:l:"it'l-hl.‘f.]l. in the 1950s, Highland
woitld have o confront changes in race relateons

and other social issues head-on in the 1%Gls,

This phado was fakan @ the Felseshp Hall of the new educational baniding v the 1950
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CHAPTER FIVE

1962-1970
“This Changing Ministry”

encath the religious and societal boom
B'Lim: of the 1950s, social changes had been
guictly fermenting, and they became more con-
spicwous in the cardy 1960s. Highland Baptist
Church began to see its membership numbers
steadily slide below one thousand and its Sunday
School amendance dip. Meighborbood changes
became more pronounced as more Highlands
residents moved to the suburbs and apartments
replaced single-family homes. Once the vanguard
of Louisville’s suburbanization, the Highlands
were now on it rearguard, The opening of the
Mid-City Mall signaled the neighborhood’™s
increasingly urban character, as did a Ase in come,
particularly juvenile delinguency. The Cherokee
Trangle Association formed to protect the neigh-
borhood®s histonic architecture and  residential
character—a slow-building effort that bore lirtke
fruit until later decades,

The departure of pastor David Nelson to
Chwensborn and the arrival of his successor,
Mathan Brooks, coincided apdy with changes o
the church and its surroundings. As a successful

church builder and promoter of direct evangelism,

Melson was well-tuned to the rehgious boom
tome of the 19505, Brooks, a past presadent of
the Carver School of Missons and Social Work,
sought to blend direct evangelism with social
outreach and with a prophetic voice on Bsues
such as race and war, which confronted many
Amencan churches in the 19604,

“*We really didn’t have the know-how to
change our ministration to this particular arca,”
deacon Damon Surgener later recalled. Brooks
“led us in this changing ministry. Our Mission
Committee . . . became a committes o seek out
and find areas o minister to individuals and
insritutioas where the church must go to them,
instead of them coming to the church,™!

In a lengthy report to the congregation
early in his pastorate, Brooks cited the declining
numbers at Highland and iswed an appeal
for an evangelism that met both spintwal and
physical needs.

Devanecsvn ehurches everywhers face prob-
bems of this kind, Some decided that the wise
thing o do is move o the suburbs, Others
decide to follow the Lord's leading in offering

1
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a vital ministry to the immediate neighbor-
hood. . . . A defeanse amipade s cermainly nog
the answer. There are lois of people in the
immediate vicinity of Highland. Our plans
and efforts as the Lord leads us must concen-
trate on reaching the meeds of men. . |

[By establishing mission churches on
Baxver Avenue and Vine Swreet], Highland
has deliberately chosen to fimit its own poten-
tial 1o some extent., . .. This docs not change
the fact that in members we are retreating,.
I'm ready and willing to do something about
this, Are you??

For much of the turbulent, crowded decade
of the 1960s, Highland would try, ey and ry
again to figure our whar thar ministry should be,
It was difficult to reach consensus when the
church, like society, was sharply divided over the
Vietnam War, slow to integrate racially and
mixed about how much the church should adape
tor o react against 3 vouth-driven counterculture,
By the end of the decade, after an unhappy
expenience with Brooks's successor, the church
was divided , demoralized and as far from answer-
ing these questions as when the decade began.

MNathan Cohen Brooks

Ar the start of the 1960s, Highland was increas-
ingly shaped by the progressive wing of
Southern Seminary, as represented by ethics
professor G, Willis Benner, an active Highland
member who published widely on the need for
churches to pursue ministries in wrban areas and
ameng racial and ethnic minorides. The church
named Bennett as its interim pastor after Nelson
left in late 1961.

The church continued in that tradition by
hiring MNathan Cohen Brooks as pastor in mid-
1962, Brooks, then fifty and the father of five,

was the |ast pressdent of the Carver School of
Missions and Socal Work, which was in the
process of merging with Southern Seminary. He
moved in with his family at 1252 Cherokee
Road, near the church,

The Narth Carolina natve and Southemn
Seminary graduate had served seventeen vears as
pastor at churches in four other ssates and fve vears
as a Baptist Traming Union seeretary for North
Carolina before coming o the Carver School in
1958. He abo prepared worship and reaching
materials for the Baptist Sunday School Board,

Unsurprsingly, a church with such strong
seminary eonnections continved to draw many
wermnafans as members, five of whom were
recruited by Brooks to do field work at
Highland. A church report noted that the
church benefited from the regular influx of
seminarans in it Sunday School and other
programs, noting that they being *their training,
their fresh ideas, their willingmess to work,” but
thar one drawback was their high mrmover e #

Brooks mamtained the rradition of regular
revivals at Highland, incloding one that brought
thirtyv-one additions o the church in Ocrober
1963, “I'll never forget the experience of bap-
tizing a 73-year-old woman and secing a junior
girl make profession of faith on the same Sunday,”
Brooks wrore

During Brooks's tenure, Highland acquired
two vacant lots off Evercit Avenue, which it
used to expand its meager parking. It also paid
off its mortgage for the educational building,
celebraning with a note-burning ceremaony ar its
Thanksgiving service in 1964

Highland also launched the Bashford
Manor mission as an independent congregation.
Unlike the Baxter Avenue and Vine Street
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“He bas risen, be bas
risen indeed!”




%O sinners let’s go down
Down in the river to pray.”




“Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with bealing in bis wings.”



“Stlent night, boly night, all s
calm, all is bright.”




“For unto you is born this
day in the city of David,
a Saviour, which is

Christ the Lovd.




churches, each of which incubared for abour fif-
teen years before independence, Bashford
Manor grew quickly in that new suburb of
Louisville. The mission broke ground on its first
building—an educational building rather than a
samcruary=—=in 1962, dedicated ic in 1963 and
became independent in 1964.

Despite such positive signs, Highland's sta-
tisgics pold a sobening storv. Resident member-
ship declined from 92% to 831 during Brooks's
four-year tenure. As much as anything, this was
due o changes in the Highlands, Many voung
Families moved out of the neighborhood, leav-
ing behind a population increasingly character-
ized by elderly residents and younger, unat-
tached apartment dwellers,

These changing surroundings necessitated
changing ministries, At the request of the Long
Run Raptist Association, Highland began regular
outreaches o the Par™s BRest nursing home.
Charles Chapman, an ever-vigorous octogenar-
ian, began years of service as beader of a Tuesday
worship service at the home, amended by about
thirty to forty-five people. This outreach sparked
the church's interest in other elder issues.

An internal report in 1964 found that 251
Highland members were over sixty and that about
cighty people were ar least pardy shut in. Already
lomg-time member Elsie Kottke had led an out-
reach program o such persons, Bur the statistics,
plus a recognition thar the populaton of the
neighbarhood overall was aging, also prompted
Highland to hire a part-time socal worker in
1964, Highland is believed to be the fist church
in Louisville to take such a step. The job went o
Mancy Lee True, a Carver School graduate whose
work included making visits to hoomes and nursing
homes, supervising volunteers and making sure

This Changing Minisry™

seniors’ physscal and  spaniual
needs were being met. True
said her goal was 1w “get
beyond obvious needs 1o somse
that aren't knowm abour™®
Within six months, Highland
had set up programs ar four
neighboring nursing homes,
and many youth and adule
members were bwvalved. After
True left the position in 1965,
Catherine Brown Martin, a pro-
fessor of social work ar the
University of Loussville, carmied

Mathan Brogks seved as
pragident of the Carver
Lohoo! of Missions snd
Socia! Work bofore
becoming pasior of
Highlang Baghst Chuwiah.

Pracia opuriesy of Soutmam
Marset Thissiopicn’ Saranary

on the work. The social work program continued
until 1967, when the church terminated it wath-
out beaving any explanation in its records.

In another outreach, Highland began
sponsoring a music ministry at LaGrange
Reformarory, and the mixed-race choir performed
at the church even before the congregation
formally integrated its membership. The choir
would return many times over the years, and
Highland would continue sponsoring ministries
ar LaGrange well into the 19805,

In an ecffort to reach younger people,
Highland joined with
Movember 1965 to form the Open Dialogue
coffee house at 1124 Bardstown Road. Formed
as the 1960s counterculture was about o take

area <hurches i

off, the organizers sought to meet teens and
voung adults in a comfortable serting. The
coffee house “opencd with adequate confusion™
to an overflow crowd of students.” Whether it
succeeded in anything more than wholesome
entertainment is uncerrain, but an ardcnkate $tu-
dent at Barrer Junior High School keft this vavid
if mixed aceount in the school newspaper:

103



o4

Thre Clomed af Witnies

Its not a “po-go” room; it's the kind of

a piace you'd like to find in the old Green-
wich Village,

ﬂp:l: [‘.Ii.:|-e:-|:|;|.|r was created by seven
churches in the Highland arca, with the hope
of making a pleasant armosphere that was mot
stiffingly whodesome. It & open 8 to 12 pom,
Friday and Samurday nighes.

The emertainment is generally different on
the two nighs. On Friday nighes there is a
program vared from week o week: poctry,
reacings, actors, folk masic. On Saturday
mghts the program consists of folk s ansd
jaiz. . , . The place i very small—aonly & few
tables and chairs, There is a second room in
back where one can by coffee, soft drinks,
and anacks. The front room is lighted only by
H:-\]JH].IL'}—EIICTI: ih i |.i|.'|'|.' CCHTICT “'hl:':l'-l;' ||'|r||'\-\.l:'
entertaining stand. The entertainers come vl
untarily and are wsnally quire taleneed.

Clpen Dialogue extends an invicaton v all
thase who want to come providing they are
there to listen and not to pass the tme away

Ofi a t'\-C:II'Illz.'., night, 1t's a great place—if ir's the

kind of entertainment you want, B

A less :‘-:I:I!E_lti:lll.‘ view came from some of
Highland’s older membsers, At 3 budger meeting
late in 1966, Hare Speiden moved to delete
funding for the Lowisville Area Council of
Churches “on grounds that the Council of
Churches was following the Communist line,™
Thar motson “was seconded and 5|_1F!-]_'u::r|:|:d 1‘:3.'
Mr. F. AL Sampson who also attacked the Coffee
House as being minred with Communistc ten-
dencies.” Professor Bennett, a trusiee of the
Coffec House, defended both organizations,
adding  thar “he would support neither
Communist nor Joln Birch members in pro-
grams in the Coffee Howse.™ Several others also
defended the eouncil—whose natonal counter-
part was Facing similar red-baiting charges over
such things a5 i support for civil nights—and
funding wirinaely remained the same.?

Like the social work program, however, the
coffee house was short-Tived, By the late 19605,
the church would ver again be rethinking how o

minister o irs wider community

mighlang calebrarad the paymg off
of iz dabt on the new Egkrcanional
Buwiding with & note-burming
CETETRr an Trhar\-b_spwmg i T564
Wiilam Costal left. and Frank
Shouse do the honara
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Mary Sampson: Missionary to China

han she was seven yvears oid in the 1520s, Mary Sampson learmed 10
sing "Jesus Loves Me" in Mandarin, instructed by Chinese students at
Southem Seminary who visited her family. “| bagan reading evaryihing about
China | could,” she later recalled, and whan saminarnans returned home and sent
her letters in Mandarin, she went 10 & local Chinese laundry for hefp in translat-
ing them. She sensed God teling her, *| want you 10.go 1o China,” and she for-
mally “surrendarad” to the massionary call &t age thimeen,
The daughter of longtime Highland members, Sampson  atiended
Georgetown College and the Womens Missionary Union Training School in

o

Loulsville. She worked as a secretary in various churches and helped Highland iy Sampsan Served as a

launch a mission that became Vine Streat Baptist Church.

kn 1945 the Southern Baptst Foreign Mszion Bosd appointind hies 8 missicnary to China.
She went 1o work at North Gate Baprist Church in Shanghal, the same chuarch whese Highland
member Lowse Tucker began serving moee than thres decades earlier, Sampson tawght Sunday
School and led choirs. During the turbulent perod betwesan VWoeld War |l and the communist
takeover. she shared spartan, unheated quarters with eight other women in a misssonary com-
pound, and inflation grew so rapidly that hee salary increased from 112,000 Chinese dollars 10 8
million. But she counted harself fortunate compared with the plight of many refugess huddled
outdoars in Shanghai in the bifter winter, recalling one momming whan she helped bury two
infants who had frozen to death and whosa bodies were laft by the missinary compound gate.

Sampson returned to the United States on furlough i 1948 1o nurse har ailing mothar. She
frequently gave speaches weanng a tadored Chinese blue brocade dress and displaying vanous
embroidered artifacts from China.

Sampson went to Yale and then the Philippines 1o further study the Chinasa language, but
by then Chinese communists had barred foreign missionaries from the mainland, She instead
worked in Tanwan, whare many refugees from the mainiand had huddled in hillside shams: She
worked with college students in the city of Taichung.

She retired after thirty-five years on the mussion feld and worked at the Foreign Mission
Baoard in Richmond, Virginia, Sampson returned to maintand China as a touwrist in the late 1380s.
She wvisited her old neighboarbood in Shanghai and saw that the former North Gate Church had
become a girks school, By this time, Chéna was opening some doors o foreign church waorkers,
allewaing tharn to 1each English,

“I'm deadly envious that I'm 77 years old and I'm not able to voluntear,” she 1old Baptist
Press in 1995, “| would love to be able—as an Amernican worman—to stand in @ communist
classroom and just by my life give some kind of a witness to Jesus, though | could never
mentan his neme in tha classroom. ™

She died at age eighty-three in Richmond, Yirgenta, in 2001, the same year as the final
meeting of a longrunning Wormen's Missionary Uinion circle at Highland that bore the narma
Mary Sampson,

asSionary fo ifhe Chiness,

105



loa

The Clowd of Wirness
Racial Integration

IF social work ministry was a novel step, focusing
it o senior services was hardly unconventional.
But Brooks tested the bounds of the church’s
tolerance in other areas. He got involved in dis-
cussion groups with Cathaolics and even baoldly
asked the congregation to pray for the succes of
the ongoing Sccond Vaican Council, which
sought to reform a religion thar many Baptists
traditionally regarded as apostare. “Baptists arc
not Boman Catholics,” Brooks wrote, %, , - This
does not mean thar Baptists can not pray for
their Catholic friends in this hour when their
eyes are tumed upon Rome, ™10

Brooks began raking part in interracial and
interreligious discussions held ar the Catholic
Bellarmine College and participants® homes, dis-
cussing racism and civil rights. Brooks wrote:

This grass roots opportunity for peoples 1o
talk over murual problems is a far better way
o affive at understanding and answers than
conrt orders and armed military maght. Scme
people will not approve of the pastor sitting
down sodally in a private home with Negro
and Catholie frends to discuss better ways of
living together. Is it oo moch o ask vour
tolerance i vou do not appoove? ., . Whites
and Negroes, Catholics and Baptists are goang
o continue b Bve mothis lnd. Bither we will
have to live together with muneal respect, or
we will find the ensions of trying w© live
together increasingly violent. 11

In 1965 Brooks broached the issue of an
integrated membership, noting thar there is
nothing in the Bible allowing for a whites-only
church, nor any ertena in Highland®s bylaws for
membership other than that a prospective mem-
ber be a converted Christian and willing 1o

abide by the church covenant. He noted thar
Negroes had often visited the church, including
La Grange choir members, and integration was
already occurning at Southern Seminary and
neighboring Crescent Hill and Deer Park
Bapnst churches.

*There 1s some division of feeling within the
congregation  about the marrer,”  Brooks
acknowledged. “A few people have expressed
themselves to the pastor as questioning the wis-
dom of admitting Negroes as regular members,
A much larger group has voiced a Fivorable at-
tude.” Brooks urged the church to accepr any
Megro applicants for membership but also
sought “where there are differences of opinion
to prayerfully seek the Lord’s help in keeping
relationships to others under the control of the
Holy Spirie,"12

The test came when a young Highland
member, Donna Westray, invited Nigerian sem-
inanan William Ojo wo visit Highland. Ojo
sought membership and was  received in
Seprember 1965, If there was any debare,
church records are silent on the subject. Ofo was
amwomg A group of seminarians who went on oo
assist Brooks in his minestry, and though Ojo left
Louisville the following vear, he rejoined
Highland in 1973 when he returned to
Southern for more studies,

These developments came amid the peak of
the civil rights movement from 1963 w 1965,
including such ecvents as the March on
Washington, the protests in Birmingham and
Selma, Alabama, and the passage of landmark
tederal civil rights legislation. In Louisville, such
developments were mirrored with protests and
with desegreganon in public accommedations,
housing and employment, By all indications,



Brooks and other Highland members were not
marchers in these movements, but the pastor
went o great lengths to get the church used 10
integration and to participate in biracial evenrs.
The church observed Race Relations Sunday
annually, with pulpit and choir exchanges with
black churches such as Mr. Lebanon and Wes
Chestnur Streer Baptist, {One guest speaker at
Highland in 1968 was Garland Offutt, who was
the first black Southern Seminary graduate vears
carlier.) Brooks regulardy sprinkled the Highland
Baptist Herald newsletter with pointed observa-
tions on race. For example, when President
Johnson called on Baptist leaders in the South
to support civil rights, Brooks took up the
challenge: “Not for political reasons, not even
because of the President’s challenge, but
because Baprists ought always to lead in
what is right."13

Personalities

A number of competent and dedicared members
kepr Highland steady during these tumulmious
times. Y. Procter Eubank, an obsterrician and
World War II veteran, served regularly as a
deacon and Finance Commirtee chairman.
Deacon Frank Shouse, a member since 1916 and
an Army vereran, was a real estate agent and land
speculator who was proud of always voting
Bepublican; he served as deacon and chairman
of Highland's trustees and handled real-estate
transactions for the church as needed. !4
Amorney Henry Huff, an Army Cormps of
Engineers veteran of World War [1, served as
Highland's Sunday School superintendent and
in several other church offices; he also served as
president of the Louisville Area Councl of

“This Changing Ministry”

Churches and trustee of Clear Creck Baptist
School in Pineville, Kentucky.

Bill and Gladvs Goodell continued their
long service to the church; he served as deacon
and director of Highland®s Brotherhood and was
manufaciuring presadent of National Products.

Badgert Dillard, vice president for business
affairs ar the seminary, was general supermntendent
of the church Sunday school and organized many
of its activities for youth and young adults. Polly
Dilkard, an assistant professor of education, was
the fist woman on the seminary’s faculry
and authored artiches and books on religious
education for children. At Highland, she taught
Sunday school and organized other children’s
activities. Jim Mahanes, a professor of sociology
at Jefferson Community College, served as a
deacon and member of the Mission Committes
seeking wavs to reach the wider communicy.

Charlie Westray, president of 2 laminating
services company, and his wife, Foreman, also gave
decades of service to the church. Charlie, who
served as deacon, trustee and a member of varioas
committees, “would challenge whoever the pastor
was,” recalled one of his fellow deacons, Dave
Makdimen. *[He had ] strong opinions and | . . lots
of pretty tough questions, too. But [ think people
like that are extremely valuable to a church, [Thev]
don't just st back and take whatever somebody
says or wants 1o do."1% The Westrays attended
Baptist World Aliance meetings, and he served on
boards with the Kenmucky Baptist Convention
and the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children.

Thelma Baisch served three terms as presi-
dent of the Daisy Jester Circle of the WML, and
her husband, Louis, served as deacon.

Sisters Willie and Stella Carrico were active
for many vears in the Women's Missionary

v



Larmar Nebledt, who died in
1963, was lomg achve 52 8
dagenn af Haghland,

lig

The Cloud of Witness

Union. They provided leadership to the evening
missionary circle while also caring fior a frail,
homebound brother,

In 1964 the church mowrned the death of
Mrs. Frieda Freyman, daughter of early member
Erncst Horn, Someone calculared thar she
taught 499 children in the beginner's depart-
ment during her forty-one years of service to the
Sunday Schoal, Her sister Elsie Kottke, long the
leader of outreach to the church’s shuc-ins, died

in 1967, A memorial tibae staved:

For forty-cight years she was a devoted and
faithful member of our church, Many small
children received the benefit of her leadership.
.+« She saw that contacts were maintained
with shur-ins and thar ae smes of sickness or
death these persons and their familics were
remembered. Thanks be o God for “Mrs,
Ekie™ for her Bithful vitness, 19

Mrs. H. E. Kliss, a member from 1934
untl her death in 1968, served as Sunday
School president and was active in the Women's
Missionary Union, the Baptist Training Union,
social activities and mingitry to shut-ins, and she
gave flowers “lavishly from her garden to beau-
tify the sancruary, and the dining tables, and the
homes of her friends. ™17

Particularly poignant was
the death of twenty-seven-
year-old Keith Gngsby, who
grew up in Highland and whao,
despire 3 worsening muscular
dystrophy,
edlv carmed his degree ac
Georgetomn College. Grigsby's

funeral “was a time of remem-

had  derermin-

bering the great fith of a

voung man,” Brooks wrote,

Grigsby®s death came in a larger season of
congregational and national grief. The assassina-
tion of John F. Kennedy traumatized the coun-
try and came within weeks of the deaths of for-
mer pastor Chades Maddrey, charter member
and missionary Louise Tucker, longtime deacon
DPr. Lamar Mebletr and others,

“kennedy, Maddry, Grgsby, Neblen—
these and other names call us vo faithful service,™
Brooks wrote. **1 must work the works of him
thar sent me, while it is day: the night cometh,

when no man can work, "™ 18

Wider Baptist Issues

Baprist news in Kentucky was marked in the
1960 by the rise and fall of a dream. Organizers
enthusiastically established a Baptist liberal-arts
school in the southeast of Jeffeson County,
known as Kentucky Southern College. Through
donations and borrowing, Highland made an
initial pledge of $33,333 roward the new college
in order 1o meet a deadline on a philanthropist’s
offer for marching funds. Among Highland
members, Wade Hall raught English, Jim
Hawkins recruited students, and Pat Ramsey
graduated from the college. The church contin-
wed to suppart the school through the decade.
In hindsight, however, it was clear Kentucky
Baptists could nor support a fourth college.
After financial failures, the school closed in 1969,
Its facilities were transferred to the University of
Louisville to become its Shellw Campus,

In the Southern Baprist Convention, the
decade began and ended with controversies over
books published by seminary professors, which
some criticized as interpreting the Bible as less

than hieerally. In response, the convention in



iy Chanmeng Minirery™

Charles F. Chapman: Ninety-four Years
of “Actually Doing Things”

harles F Chapman belongad 1o Hightand from 1940 until his death i 1975

gl & stll-active age ninaty-four. The lfelong Baplist grew. up in Loweall,
Massachusens, and later worked in Chicago, whose North Shore Baptist Church
sant & letier 1o Highland praising his work &5 & deacon, A holder of seven patents,
hig iventions ranged from the first ta-cab meter to 8 maechine that enablied
Kraft to create its Miracle Whip salad dressing. [(ODther ideas—such a5 a built=n
sand dispenser for cars studk in snow—demaonstrated his conclusion that he was
a better engineer than businessman.) " Many times, I've prayed, "Oh, God, unless
you hetp me, I'm licked,” he said. “And it's just surpesing how ideas develog in

Langtims dascon Chanles

vowr mend whean you do that”

He was & longtime deacon who for many years led devotional services for

Chapman was @n Avenior
wha kept working o fis
fate piphtes

elderly women at Parr's Rest and purposaly lived on Everett Avenue so he could

walk 1o church, believing ha should follow thie laws of the Jewish Sabbath. "He did that with-
oul requiring everybody else” to do o, former pastor David Nelsan recsllad. Chapman’s home
rRovies provide the oldest easting archive of Highland rmembers: in motion.

Chapman waorked until his late sighties, and on his ninetieth birthday was still keeping a
daily regimen of walking a mile, exercising and reading the Bible, believing "you've got to keep
active 1o keep the juices moving” He proclsimed that same philosophy in an early resume:
*Grade school, evening lecturas at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, personal efficiency
course; many good technacal books and 36 years experiance actually doing things.”

1963 adopred its first revision of its Baptist Faith
and Message, which included a preamble thar
balanced individual conscience with respossibility
to the wider group.

Baptists emphasize the soul’s competency
before God, frecdom in religion, and the
pricsthood of the belicver. However, this
emphasis should not be interpreted o mean
that there is an absence of certain definite
doctrings that Baptists believe, cherish, and
with which they have been and are now
chosely identified . !®

The words have remained asscciated with
Herschel Hobbs, the former Highland associare

pastor who was then president of the Southern
Baptist Convention and oversaw the revisions.
Thar consensus held for another generation
before the language, and the legacy of Hobbs
itself, fell into disfavor with an increasingly right-
ward -murning, conventian.

For the moment, Highland pastor Brooks
applauded the 1963 revisions, though he
lamented that Southern Baptists were not moge
forcefully engaging other issues such as war, race
and poverty. After the 1966 convention, he
described the denomination as “lacking in grear
o o Blind 1o the major

vision and challenge, .

problems facing men today . . . [and | consumed

row
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by littde things.” Baptists, he added, “are not
aware that amyone else follows and serves the
Lord except Baprists,"20

More controversially, the denomination’s
public policy body defended the Eupn:mi: Court
ruling in 1963 banning school-sponsored
prayer. This ruling dismayed many Baptists and
other Christians, who then sought a constim-
tonal amendment o reverse the decision.
Brooks, however, urged acceptance of it,

“Afier all, in a land where Christians, Jews
and Christan Sciengists are all citizens of the
same stafe, the government has no right to pre-
scribe any particubar form of religious worship,”

he wroge 2!

Robert Nelson Wallace

Brooks resigned in Ckrober 1966 o become
director of the church programs division at the
North Carolina Baptist State Convention, (He
served there ten years, retired in 1976 and died
in 1988 in Raleigh.#2)

After 3 period led by
interim pastor Willzam Hull, a
seminary prodessor, Highland
voted to hire Robert Melson
Wallace in 1967 as i mext
pastar. Wallace, who had been
pastor of Thalia Lynn Baptist
Church in Virginia Beach,

came with strong ceedentials,

Aobart Waibce seneed as
pastar from 1967 to 15969,

i

Married with three children,
the Tulsa native and Southern
Seminary graduate had served as a Navy chaplain
frosm 1960 w1963 and had bed his chirch 1o a
growth of about 300 new members anmaally,

many of them new converts.2? His renure ar

Highland began with optimism, though it
ended up being the shorrest and one of the most
troubled of any pastor's.

Also in 1967, records show that the church
vioted o stop emploving 4 social worker and that
the Open Dialopgue coffec house had closed,
Following the unwritten rule thar church records
sy maore about sueccesses than failures, the archives
give no explanation for cither decision. But they
also show that Highland wasn®t through with such
icheas. The church vored 1o spend 56,000 to ren
ovate the former parsonage on Cherokee Road
into a neighborhood acrivity center known as
the Highlander. Playing off its name, the church
brought in a Scomish bagpiper 1o play at opening
ceremonics in December 1967, attended by 250
people, including top regional Bapaist officials,

Mary Frances Bailey, a graduate of Southern
Seminary’s social work program, was hired as
the first director of the center. She proclaimed its
purpose Mo minster o the spintal, sooal, pse
chological needs of the people of the community

The church dsvainsad s house on Chovokes Road
INMZ & oMLY CeRMar koown &% he Mighlandar



as well as ro our local church members, . ., The
church s attemphing to enter more into the life
of the community in order to bring the church
and the community closer together. 2% This was
particularly important, she said, as two-thirds of
the church’s families Ived cutside the neighbor-
hood, and many local residents were secking
wholesome alternatives for yvouth amid an
alarming rise in juvenile delinguency in the
Highlands. ““The Highlander® will provide us
with a new avenue to express our Chostians
concern for the total needs of the whole man,
and afford us a challenging opportunity to love
as Chrise boved,™ said its statement of purpose £3

The center immediately hummed wath
activities ranging from sewing and ceramics
classes, o a senior adult group, to utoring, to
boys and girls clubs, The church also opened
another coffee house at the cemter, called the
Open Hearth, with the aim of bridging the
“communication gap™ between generations, 2

Mot evervone in church was enchanred with
these developments, with some asking, “Whart
do we have to show for itP™ That prompred Jim
Mabanes, 2 member of the churchs Mission
Committee, which oversaw the facility, o offer
a spirted defense:

We scem to live in a sociery that demands @an-
gible results for all of our human investments.
.+ - We ralk about wanting o engage in gosod
waorks because that can provide us a et gain,
such as an addition 1o cur church rolls, a filled
pew on Eunda}- I'I1IIII'I1'LI'I-:|5. ar the condinonal
work with a person who will alk with us
about “our Lord™ even though that person’s
impoverished life makes him a captive but dis-
intercsted awdienee. - . .

We must meet people “where they are.”
This means avoiding the imposition of o

TTnix Clorsiarig Mininry™

values onto another, or our mterpretation 45
1o what may be their neads uneil that person
has identificd them as a nead.

A human being may not be able o
understand 2 loving God untl they have
experienced the acceprance of another
human. . . . We boast of our innovative cre-
ation in the Highlander Program, designed o
meet community needs, 03 community
where we have rcpl::lﬂ!.l}' Eailed vo mimister in
the past. Is this really an innovation? Must we
conmnue o asscss objectives based on “saved
sonls™® _ L e is difficult vo measure success in
meeting a spiritual need. 27

The Highlander continued into the carly
1970s, as did debates about its purpose.

Diamond Anniversary: Celebration
and Soul Searching

Amid the turbulence in society and our,
Highland took time owt o celebrate s 75th
anniversary, Some 433 attended a2 banguer
where former pastor David Nelson gave a devo-
tonal talk, while 486 attended the main Sunday
service and 287 the Sunday evening service,
where former pastors Hanking Parker and
Nathan Brooks preached, respectively.

The Brotherhood held its ovwn celebration, ar
which longtime and former members such as
Caralyn Hoeing, Tom Duncan, Margaret Keves
Tate and Hart Speiden recounted their memorics
from the church, and Jese G. Dorsey brought
photos from 1909 and displaved some  new
member application forms he had printed and
wied while church clerk forry-three vears eartier. 2%

Congratulations poured in from such
Bapuist dignitaries as Herschel Hobbs and
F. M. Powell, long-agoe members of Highland

i
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during their seminary vears, and from the
daughrers of Highland's sccond pastor, B, A
Dawes, with memorics of the gaslight era. The
forward-looking Mary Frances Bailey said the
opening of the Highlander showed Highland
coubd mix innovation with nostalgia, *Highland
Baprist Church has always been recognized as a
church interested in her community,” she said 2%

In fact, a few maonths after the festivities, a
Long Range Planning Committee soberly stated
thar while the church is grateful for its heritage,
it now “stands at a crossroads™ and had much
work 1o do. If Hightand ever considered follow-
ing the example of Broadway Baptist and other
religious instmutions that moved to the suburbs,
this committee’s report is the best documenta-
ton of the churchs deliberare resolve to sty
pur. After surveving leaders of church commit-
tees and the Sunday School, the report con-
cluded: “The membership sees the purpose of
the Church as a group of Christian believers
ministering to the spirmal welfire of the people
of this community. It is our opinion that the
Church made a firm decision thar we must stay
where we are and meet the needs here, ™30

The church had some assers, such as 3 central
location near Interstate 64, the help of seminary
students and professors, a core of loval members
and a *missionary spinit,” the reporr said,

But adverse factors included the fMight of
many young adults to the suburbs, the long
commutes of many members, the aging congre-
gation and a distraction from church actvities
“because of general world unrest.”

MNumerous trends pointed down—member-
ship, Sunday school enrollment and artendance.
The Baptist Training Union, which for decades

educated people on Baptist principles and the
responsibilities of church membership, was on its
way o extinction (as it was denominaton-wide,
observers said, due in part o the competing
influence of television and declining Sunday
night attendanced!),

The committee recommended long-range
goals of reviving the church’s spiritual vitaliry,
evangelistic spint and commirment o missions,
and improving internal church operations.

These goals were commendable, but more
trowhles lay ahead before the church could begin
to carry them out in the 19705,

Vietnam

Like the rest of the naton, Highland members
grew increasingly drawn into the murmoil and
controversy over Amenca’s mvolvement in the
Vietmam War. As in past wars, Highland members
corresponded regutarly with its soldiers.

“I really don’t know how to express my
appreciation for the thoughefulness vou've
shown towards me duning my tour here,” replied
ofe, Richard Hollar, from Yietmam. “Several
members of the congregation have written o
me and I"ve been receving the Herald regularly.
v« v 1 hope wr be able vo visit Highland Bapost
on my return and thank you in person. ™32

But bad news came home to Highland in
June 1968 when one of its young men, Cpl.
Charles L. Coleman, died of sniper wounds
suffered at Quang Nam. Coleman, the son of
Mr. and Mr. Elmer Coleman, had poined the
Marines after his graduation from Atherton
High School in 1966, On a last visit to church
before heading vo Vietnam, his Sunday Schoal



teacher, Pat Ramsey, was puzzled at his clownash
behavior dunng class—untl he confided in her
afterward that he was terrified about heading to
war. Some church members, many of them
World War [ veterans, continued o support
the war resolutely, believing it was necessary in
the fight against communism. Bamsey and oth-
ers, however, were increasingly secing the war
a5 funle—and the military draft as dispropor:
tionately singling out the poor for future
casnalties. Calm dialogue was nearly impossible
at that highly charged ome, recalled Ramsey,
who spent some years worshiping with the
Cuaker fellowship, a pacifist church, before
returning to Highland,

Coleman'’s death came amid a senes of
chaone events, such as the asasanabons of
Martn Luther Kang Ir. and Robert Kennedy and
the tumultuous rots at the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago, Scarching for meaning,
Highland held an evening service in September
with the rtle “PEACE: Involvement or
Withdrawal.™ A drama-like linurgy read like a
cross-cxamination of the Christian fith:

Modern Man: Flow can you Chnstians sing,
abour “sweet peace™ in a world such a3 ours,
with motng, conflicts, fighting in Southeass
Asky and in the Middle Ease? It looks 1o me as
if vou're blind o what’s happeming. . . .

ALL: The Christian has inner peace. . ..

Modern Man: Peace through Jesusd A man
who bived two thouwsand years ago in a word
thatr had never heard of Black Power,
apartheid, the natonal Liberapion Froat, the
Berlin Wall, napalm. . . # How coald vou have
pedce throagh him?

ALL: We pray for peace.

“This Clranring Mininrey™

Modern Man: Thas sull sounds as i vou've
isalated yvourself from the woeld. . . .

Speaker: The Christian has been reconciled
with God. Should we not seek new ways as
a corporate body and as indoiduals to bring
about reconciliadon berween man and his
fellowman a8 well as man and God?! In

addition to our prayers for peace in the quict
of our eooms should not the very lives we

live be pravers for peace? 3

Tension and Transinon

At a special meeting of the deacons i June
1969, Wallace abrupely announced his resigna-
tion, Pressed for an explanation, he “stated only
that there were oo many factions in the
church,” and then walked out of the building,
Larer church minutes indicate members accepted
his resigmarion with “shock™ and “regrer.™ One
member called for some soul-searching on
whether the “atttudes and actions on the part
of the membership™ were prompting it manisers
to leave after short tenures. 35 Wallace, who left
the ministry cnmiecly, refused 1o discuss the cie-
cumstances of his resignation the following year
in a Lowimwille Times profile of him in his new
position as convention coordinator for the
Lowisville Convention and Visitors Commission.
The article described his ministry reaching a
Sbead eowd™ amud “an acute persanal expenence,”
and he staged he would be more effective
expressing his fith ourside of organized religion,
which he said was “answering questions that
people aren’t even asking anymore "38

All of these ssues may have been factors,
Some longtime members have spoken of other
happenings during that mumubteous time, but
church records say listle, and soon the members

i3
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gat on with the business of finding a successor, Oner hearts are filled with joy and awe az
The church called seminary professor Peter the-inithl fuccess of Apalle 11 We have
moon dust in our eyes. As man contacts the

Rhea Jones as ntenm mimster, then |
! i e e nearest celestial body he realizes more pro-

long search for a permanent pastor, 37 Bty the e of thii: gukiiy A uf

Amid a demoralizing tme both locally and other galaxies out there bevond. It is not time
plobally, Highland poined the rest of the word o sing so much with Swinburne “Glory o
in taking inspiration from the most remarkable et i the Higlest,” but rather 1o pay tribure

tor such a grean creator singing, “Glory to God

news of all from the 1960s: the hirst steps by in the Hightse.* It s 3 codnic Cheist who
- t:ﬂlﬂ ERLS
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humans an the moon. Tones wrote;
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CHAPTER SI1X

1970-1981

“Yeasty Times”

i 1970 Canadian Baptst minister Don Burke
received a call from one of his old profesors
ar Southern Seminary, D Morgan Patterson
told Burke that the Pulpit Committee at
Highland Baptist Church would be contacting
him about becoming its pastor and urged him o
hesr them out. Burke had visited the church
while a student in the 19505 and had fond
memorics of both Hlighland and Lowisville. But
he recalled telling Patterson, “*How could
[ even think of leaving Toronto and going
te Kentucky, where there are more Baptist
preachers per square foor than probably amy
place in North America? There must be many
Southern Baptists who could really do a good
job at Highland." . . . He said, *I'm sure there
are, but we can®t find that ptrsun.‘"j
In the wake of the resignation of pastor
Robert Wallace in 1969, several prominent
members had lefit the church, and longer-term
Facrors were also at work. The Highlands neigh-
borhood had continued to suffer from suburban
flight, and the churchs membership had steadily
declined from more than 1,400 in 1960 to

abour 1,000 by 1970, Even seminarians, one af
Highland’s natural constituencies, avoided the
church. The church had also invested 88,627 —
most of a deceased member's bequest to the
church—in unsuccessful organ repairs con-
ducred by a shady company that, Burke said
later, had abso conmed other area churches with
bogus repairs. The historie church building was
also in disrepair, from a worn carpet o leaky
windows, Three times already, the Pulpit
Committee had recommended a new pastor,
amd three times the candidare withdrew fr var-
ious reasons, There may have been some dissen-
sion over the coemmittee’s not recommending
G, Willis Bennert, the seminary professor who
was popular for his advocacy of progressive
social ministries; he and some other socially
activist church leaders from the 19%60s left the
church arownd this vime,

After some persuasion, Burke agreed
1w consider Highland., {One member of his
Toronto church inadvertently nudged him
roward the door by slipping him a note citing

TWo grammaincal errors in a receint Serivkon, )

s



Don Buke camd g
Highiand frovrr Canada and
wshened i & parnod of
Wtwrgical renawal snd
acumenical aciivibies.

Thre Clowd of Wirness

Burke visied and gave a tmal sermon i Juby
1970. He cotld sense the demoralization in the
congregation but was won over by members
such as Joe Shearer and Uhlan Rose, DMscussing
the church with him over lunch, “they were so
wise and so kind, that really was a very influenmial
thing for me,” Burke recalled, Bernie Alwes,
owner of an outdoor advertising company and a
major contnibutor o church projects, also pledged
suppart and “had resources to back up his warm
upstanding personality, . ., Bernie said o me,
*Anything you want financially, I'll back.”™ The
congregation approved Burke’s hiring, and he
accepred the eall,

That began one of the longest and most
compatible pastorates in Highland's history, as
Burke oversaw a program that both physically
and spiritually rebuile the ailing congregation.,

Don Burke

Donald John Burke was born in Boston to
Canadian parents. The family moved back o
New Brunswick when he was rwelve, After cam-
ing college and law degrees, Burke practiced law
for six wears in  Regina,
Saskatchewan, while serving as
a deacon ar the ciry™s First
Baprst Church. In 1959, he
accepted a call to the ministry,

was licensed o preach and

went o Southern Seminary,
He paid an early wvisie ro
Highland’s Loafers Club—the
Wednesday night discussion
club—to talk abouwt Canadian
Bapuist life, but he never got around 1o the topic

because cunous members peppered him with

questions about Canada, from its nattonal rail-
road to its relation to the queen of England.
Burke often attended Wednesday night activities
ar Highland while pastaring a church in Indiana
on Sundays. He went on to lead a growing
church in Edmonton, Alberta, and then the
Blythwood Road Baptist Church in Toronto, all
the while continuing his education with visits 1o
Harvard and other schools, He would continue
such efforts while at Highland, making smudy
trips o Oxford University, Union Theological
Seminary and other schools—saying  this
extended the broadminded evangelical ethos of
Southern Seminary education he had received.
*1 have a natural disposition as well as an intel-
lectual commitment o beng “conservative” in
theology,” he explained to the congregation

-

carly in his tenure. *I, therefore, discipline
myself 1o regulardy also expose myself to the best
in liberal scholarship.™® Burke, who was single,
used much of his rime and energy in Highland's
ministry and on the boards of vanous Baphist
and ecumenical institutions. With a erisp Boston
accent, his preaching was as formal and scholarly
as his conversations were casual and carthy, and
both were abways spiced with humorous anecdotes,

The church also attracted a corps of asdstant
mmiimisters who remained a8 a ream with Burke for
a remarkable six vears. J. B. Sawyer, 1 recently
retired pastor of Beechwood Baprist Church,
served Highland for the coming decade as is min-
ster of visitation and regularly wrote inspirational
columns in the church newsletter. Sawyer's visits
to shut-ins and others “greatly extended the
ministry of the church.” the church’s Mission
Committee reported. “Scores of people  now
know and think well of Highland Baprist Church

whao, otherwise, may never have heard the name. ™



Rick Chaffin became minister of Christian
education and  was similarly credited with
achieving the “next o impossible task of
rebuilding our educational program from
scratch.™ Al Washburm became minister of
musse and aleo revitalized thar program, intro-
ducing a handbell choir and working our a tem-
porary solution o the organ fiasco before
arranging the purchase of the church’s firse new
OFEAN 10 SIXTY VEars,

After Burke's nstallation in December
1970, he reported with enthusiasm thar his
“date book i absolurely plugged™ wirth appoint-
ments gewing o know members, “I find
Highland so very casy ta love.™®

Its building, less so. As he recalled:

The big west windosy in the back was cracked
and in bad shapc and had leaked very badly.
Ar night with the sun coming in from the
wiest ik tunmd that wandow ks a lwothouse.
So they had pur an ugly ofd curtain that was
in ternble .-.h.:p-r over the thing. The Aoor had
battbeship linolsum on it thar was wom, And
a green carpet down the cenver aiske thar was
really threadbare, The heating system was ter-
by archaie. The chodr loft dsdin’t have eicher
af those bavs, it was pust the center pearizon.
The bapaiseery was a hole in the floor. . . . The
place was just hormble, The old organ fllog
o pieces

In the 1970s; Highland rackled these prob-

lems ofe at a time.

New Windows

Ar a church meeting in early 1971, Burke
suggested replacing the aging windows, with
their diamond-shaped amber panes, with new

stained-glass  windows, perhaps  organized

“Teasey Times™

Highland's anginal wandoad wave raplaced with sfanedglass
iwfnpows i e 1970

around a theme such as the Beatitudes, 1t would
be expensive, he cautoned, but the church
could gradually replace the windows over the
years, noting that the cathedrals of Europe were
buile over many lifetimes, At that, one well-off
member, Catherine Goering, jumped up and
said, *1 want to sce those windows, [ dos™ want
o wait until after [ die.” Deacan Tallie Gardner
was then on his feet and said, *I'll put in a win-
dow,™ and as Burke recalled, “turmed asound
and embarrassed several people and said, “You
will, and you will, won't youi™?

The enthusiasm spread. Burke fisse ser our
tor paise funds to replace the large west window
in the pear, panel by panel. He was discussing
the project with the widow of the late De. Lamar
Meblert, long an active deacon ar Highland. She
began tor ory and told Burke, "I think Dr
meblent deserves the whole window, He loved
the church so much.” Burke replied, “I think
that would be a wonderful thing.™ She made
the entire 54,000 conmribution (an especially

large sum in 1971 dollars). Soon subscribers
lined up w replace the side windows, Within
months, the pledges camie in so fast that donors
had vo be turned away. (It prompied Budke 1o | 117
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quip at ong point that the Lottie Moon offering
could be enhanced with pledges to install
stained-glass windows on the mission field. ¥
The church delegared window design deci-
sions o Burke. He selected the subject of Christ
in glory for the back window. For the side win-
dows, he chose the theme of the “Clowd of
Witnesses™ referred to in Hebeews 12, The front
windows honor apostes, prophes and women
of the Bible. Moving woward the rear, the
windows honor figures from church history,
including Protestant Reformers such as Martin
Luther and John Calvin; Baprsts of Europe
such as the British preacher Charles Haddon
Spurgeon; and Baprists of America such as
religious-liberty champion Roger Williams, mis-
sonary pioneer Lomie Moon, Social Gospel
advocate Walter Rauschenbusch and seminary
president B, Y. Mullins. The aim—in kecping
with Burke's ecumenical intercsis—was 1o
honor the Baptist hertage while showing its
connection to larger church history, There was
some debate over whether to honor the recenitly
martyred Martin Luther King, but the church
did inclhede another Affican American Baptist:
the pioneer misionary Lot Carey. Burke also
called for the wandows to have different dominant
codor motifs, pving the sanctuary a rainbow glow,
The sk of cxecuting the project fell 1w
voung artist Robert Markert, whose Fenestra
Studdio pur 1,600 hours of labor into the project
and completed it in les than 3 vear, Markert
laver recalled the particular challenge of the large
rear window, which had the potenial to let in or
conceal so much of the sanctuary™s light that the
glass needed o be neither too dark nor too
clear—amd yer had o depict a complex theme,
Today, the window still shines brillianthy, show-

ing & crowned Chest the King surrounded by
saines, angels, a fallen dragon and other images
from the Last Judgment,

Such a narrative, a standard one for the west
walls af raditional churches, was familiar to the
Catholic artist Markert. But he had lirtle back-
ground in the history of Baptists and began
reading stacks of books furmshed by Burke to
help inform their portraits. The windows
showed not only each characrer bur also symbaols
and smaller background scenes that illustrated
their lives, The apostle Perer, for cxample, is
shown with the keys to the kingdom of heaven,
Lottie Moon i front of a Chinese pagoda,
Mulling with his clasic book, The Aviomyr of
Relgrion, and Rauschenbusch beside the New
York Ciry renements where he forged his ideas
on the Social Gospel. Markert also surrounded
the characrers with other maaifs. The apostles,
for example, are topped with biblical images of
fish in nets, alluding ro Jesus' command to the
fishermen-rurned-disciples 1o become fishers of
people; Markert designed the fish in various eol-
ors to illustrare the diversity of God's family.

“Don was such a creative thinker, and he
wanted something more than traditional Baprist
windows,” Markert laver recalled. “It was the
most challenging work T had been given o thar
point. [ was voung and brash enough to try, 10

The church dedicated the windows on
January 16, 1972, with the choir singing “For
All the Saints™ and prayving along with a liturgy
written by Burke for the occasion:

We thank Thee that Thouw hast set lights in the
heaven to nube the day and the night; that
Thow hast made stars also and given o man
the bow of promise in its mankiodd colors. We
bless these for the ministry of symbol and of



lighut tov our senses and we prav that through
these windows we may be prompged more
often w seck out Thy beauty through the
inwarid eve, o ensguire in Thy baly temple, to
fallow the great cloud of witnesses with which
Tho hase in bove sureounded s, |

Alrove all, we pray Thee to increase in us
the beauty of holiness, that the grace of the
Loed Jesus Christ may be scen i our lives.
Grant that all those who shall belrold these
windows may be inspired to think on what-
ever i homorable, just, pure, bovely, graceous,
excellent and worthy of praise !

The windows have become central to
Highland’s spirituality, with implicit encourage-
ment for ew generations to become transaic-

ters of light as well

Other Changes to the Building

The windows weren't the only items dedicaved
thatr year. Burke was displeased with the old
rapdoor bapastery in the floor, where immer-
sions took place at such a low level thar most
worshipers could not see them. The whale point

of being baptized publicly, he said, is vo testfy to

i
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Linkka Mighianas onginal baphsiery, e new one
installad & 1972 enablss baptisms fo be cleady
yisitils b the whols congregation. This bhagtsm
ook place 1 20005

Yeasy Timier™

one’s  conversion  and
inspire others to be bap-
tized or remember their
own baptisms.  “What
good s 2 testimony in a
sinkhole?™ Burke said.!2

S0 when Nettie Homn
Martin approached Burke
about sponsoring a win-
diow, he had to tell ber all of
the windows were taken
already, He recalled the
feisty  German  woman,
though stooped by osteo-
porcsis, stamping her boot
and saying, “Shoot!™ Bur she agreed to Burke's
request to sponsor the new bapristery to be buile
tox the right of the plarform. Highland dedicated it
in Cicgober 1972, Laver in the decade, the church
added a stained-glss window to its night that pro-
vided the newly baptized with more cover as they
returned soaking wet from the pool; the window
depacted a dove thar was artfully positioned so thar
it seemed o be warching all events to s Aghr,
whether baptisms, sermons or choral anthems.

The church also extended its choir loft and
dedicared a new chapel in the old educarional
building, which was furnished wiath s own
planc and organ.

On the advice of a decorator, the church
revamped the sanctuary interior, obtaining such
things as a new carpet and improved lantern-
srvle lighting, Burke recalled heading off potential
conflicis by teling a church business meeting:
“Let"s make a covenant. [ promise not g0 impose
my bad taste on you if vou promisc not to
impose your bad raste on me. And let’s trust our

interior decoratos, ™13

This stmnesaines windoey Was
insialpg maaxd 1 e e
baphishary n e 15708
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The church fiterally crowmed its rebuilding
cfforts by installing a copper cross on its roof in
1976, Member Fred Nagel, whose business
included roof and copper installation, custom-
made the cross and, with other workers, rode a
cherry picker to the roof and installed ir.

Such projects indicated that Highland
had some well-off members, but also that the
congregation as a whole was walling to spend as
needed, Capital projects in the 19705 were
cxpensivel 3 560,000 loan for vanous renova-
tions in 1971, up-Front payments of $18,000 for
the windows and 362,000 for a2 new organ in
1977, and a $150,000 capital campaign in 1978,

Highland has had many brcks-and-mortar
projects over its history, bur these renovations
in the 19708 were remuarkable for the extent
that they spiritcally reinvigorated members, “It's
getting betrer every Sunday!™ one member told
Burke in 1971, “She reflected the sentiments of
all of us, God's goodness toe our fellovship, sa it

seems, is just beginning to be sampled, ™14

Liturgical Renewal

Highland's phvsical renovations coincided with
a lirurgical remewal a3 well. In some ways,
Highland in the 1970s returned to some of the
more formal sovles of its carliest decades, but
Burke also introduced traditional liturgies
gleaned from his more formal Canadian Baprist
background and his ccumenical involvement
with chiurches that had incorporated art, music
and sacraments in their worship,

Early on, members began asking when
Burke would conduct his first revival—the tradi-
tional opportunity for a new pastor 1o, as he put
ir, “strut his stuffand have a protracted meetng
of hotshot preaching. ™15 Burke obliged in his
own way. He held services dunng Holy Week,
including Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and
Tencbrae on Good Friday, In effect, he con-
ducved a revival under the liturgical term
“Passiontide.”™ He preached sermom senes each
year at Holy Week around a common theme—
such as the questions Pilate asked Jesus, or Bible
verses beginning with the phrase “We know,™

“1 was always very careful wo give it an evan-
gelical understanding,” Burke recalled, “Like
with Advent, the true themes of Advent really
lend themsehves to thar—Scriprure, the second
coming, the Incarnation and prophecy. . . . It%
not fluff, It sometimes introduced as Auil, and
I don't blame the people for resisting. 1 never
use the word Lent, [ use Passionride, ™16

Burke also introduced responsorial readings
and carcfully written, poetic prayers, many of
them custom-written for occasions as inspiring
a5 the national bicentennial and as prosaic as
budget preparations, Word gor around absowe
his litany for the dedication of Highland’s new



“Teasey Timres™

organ, and several neighboring churches asked
o use it for thar own organ dedications,
Highland members appreciated the pravers
enough that they published a book of them,
edited by Wade Hall, emtitled Holy Balameor
Pubdec Prayers of Dnald | Burke. Burke regu-
farly phrased his prayers in the eloguent cadence
of the King James Version, and Highland boughe
a2 new set of Bables using that translation in

1973, Burke lavded the "beauty and sirengrh™

: AT The church staff /s shown in this phato from sbout 1872
of this classic translation while citing the need From laft are organst Diavid Balbach, secretary Donna Kennody,
for modern versions for better Bible snudy, pouth menister Kant Jennings, sEsociane DAsIor Jmes Smaymn;
pastar Den Burks, sducation minister Alman Rearmues, ganis!
Charla (Frevnhaw secratary Aose S snd music s
at special services (sl wearing suits on regular Drouglas Snif

Burke began to wear a Mack Hrorgical robe

i . nbers provided linurgical . e
oocAROns); wod et Provie BiE other traditions, “The goal of the entire thing is

m e weear on those occasions and 1 .
stoles for him 1o wear on the "' tor show that God can be [understood] in the

- s to decosare the sancmuary, The . )

made batiners 1o ¢ ; - arts—that people can find God in other ways

-h al: braned a new communion table B . e Y ;

church also obrai > than just hearing the prescher talk,” minister of
education Rick Chaffin said.!”

Highland extended its iturgical creativty to

for wse in services of the Lord’s Supper
Communion was conducted so reverentially and
meaningfully, accompanied by warship choruses k y i 3 ;

ghully, P ¥ a3 the nation™s bicentennial celebration in 1974,

b as the eighofold “Alleluia,” that some mem- Rk :
such as che cigl ! which it marked with lectures and reenactments

bers were moved to tears and a seminary profes- 4 . ; & Lot i
d of famous Baprist revivals in history, A picnic on

: recommended his students attend just to . : .
e . ! the grounds was held in recollection of the all-day

learn how o do commiunscn. i ; : - i
mectings of the Sccond Great Awakening in the

More wpically for the Bapost tradition . -
> ypreadh P 1 carly nineteenth century, On Sunday, July 4, the

Burke initiated a series of annual homecoming - . 3 ;
service included a sedes of patnotic readings—

services in the fall, when former ministers and . , .
Wade Hall, for example, delivered a speech by

rominent members such as Hankins Parker, , e : 7, 1
P 2 Patrick Henry, The congregation sang patriotic

: - : SR
Duke McCall and Jimmy Yates returmed o Himins such s SAmierica s Bewutiful® a0d *The
preach. (The tradition ran its course by the carly
19305.) Even after other neighborhood

churches were abandoning Sunday night and

Bartle Hymn of the Republic,” recited the Pledge
of Allegrance and read a confession of national sin

that, typacally, was custom-written for the cocasion:
"ﬂ.-'r:-dnl::s.n,:l:!,' night SErvices, H'ig;hl.:ll-d continued

- g 'W:, whior have been givenn great freedom
those practices for several more years. BAven

Have mmed our freedem inte license,

Ciighiand sl st § tudion ka4 We have abused this land, polluted the air,

“ArtSpring"—an annual festival of music, visual and spoiled the waters You have given us,

art, poetry, puppetry, interpretive dance and We have nurmured our biases 121
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And maintained our prejudices.
We have exploited our free systems
OF government, of instinutions
And of mdustry,
We have fomaken You, God of our Fathers,
Yoaur will and ways are not ours,
The plumb line hangs beside us
and condemns ws.

We are not worthy to be called Your family.
Purge us, through the Holy Spirit,

Forgive us for Jesus Cheist's sake,

And set us o fulfilling your purposcs

That we may be Bithfil scewards

Of all our inheritance. 1#

Later that vear, Highland's choir performed
a bicentennial musical history of the Long Run
Raptist Association, “Through the Gap and
Down the River,” cowritten by music mingster
Al Washburn and Highland member Jack
Birdwhistell, who went on to publish his history
of the asociaton, Gadlered ar the River,

Ecumenical Engagement

From its origins, Highland had cooperated with
Presbyrerians, Methodists and cerrain other
Protgstants, in comtrast to the more insular
wings of the Southern Baptist Convention. By
the 19605, pastor Nathan Cohen Brooks was in
dialogue with Catholics, and member Henry
Huff was serving as president of the Louisville
Area Council of Churches,

Butr in the 1970s, Highland took unprece-
dented steps toward suwch cooperation and dia-
logue, =0 much so that even today ome of
Highland’s signarures i its ecumenical and inter-
faith activity. These steps came amid a wider thaw
in relaons berween churches, Catholics, follow-
ing the Second Vatican Council's reachings,

began worshiping in English, holding folk
Masses, studying the Bible and making closer
friends with Protestants. The trony was not lost
cn Burke that this was oceurning as Highland was
purting srained glass in jts windows and
a cross on i roof. “We're living in veasty times,”
he said ar the vime. “It 5 an interesting
phenomenon that while the Roman Catholic
Church is gerting more people-conscious with
the [imurgy being put in the language of the
people and even the folksy idiom, Baptists are get-
ring more high-church, ™19

Burke waught Protestant theology av the
Catholic Bellarmine College, preached at the
rededication of a renovated Cathedral of the
Assumption and spoke at Chinstian unity services
in Cartholic churches, He made especially warm
tics with the neighboring St James Catholic
Church, which invited Burke to tcach a Bible
study. “The Lord has given us a grand day in
which to live when Baptists and Catholics are
studving in love the Word of God together,”
Burke told his congregation. =0

Highland also made contacts with Louisville's
small Orthodox Christian community, Burke
spoke at 5t Michaels Antiochan Orthodox
Church for the start of Orthodox Lent.
Members of Assumprion Greek Orthodox
Church visited Highland and sang their ancient
chants at a Vespers service.

Highland also made overmures to Louisville™s
Jewish community. The men's groups of
Highland and the B'rith Shalom synagogue cach
hosted visits of the other. Burke regularly
brought rabbis to speak at Highland and spoke
at svnagogues. The church hosted visiting Tsracli
students, and Burke joined the Jewish comimi-
nity in advocating for Soviet Jews.



Burke “was always bringing in something
different,” recalled deacon David Nakdimen.
“He would bring in a rabba to talk w0 us, or
bring in a Catholic priest or somebody, He had
fricnds in all those areas, and we'd go through
some Hebrew or Catholic ntuals and things, o
show us how they did i."21

Burke's most high-profile ecumenical ven-
pire came when he was invited by WHAS-TV 1o
jain the panel of “Moral Side of the News,” ane
of local television”s longest-running programs.
The venture inchuded panel discussons among
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish clergy abour the
news of the day. The clergy also allocated fRinds
from the annual Crusade for Children.

Hightand also became a charter member of
the Highlands Community Minstries, an ccu-
menical outreach to the needy of the neighbor-
hood, which also organized visits by members to
each others’ churches.

Unsurprisingly, Highland contineed its
long-running tics with Prorestants as well, host-
ing Presbyterian preachers and hefping fund
Calvary Lutheran Church’s rebuilding project
after the Bardstown Road church was hit by fire.

[t seemed every wall thar had divided
Christians was coming down—except that which
divided Baptists from their closest cousins. When
the Disciples of Christ were holding a conven-
tion in Lowisville, Burke wanted to invite one of
their leaders to speak at Highland. Burke
broached the idea with deacons, as he routinely
did with mew initatives, and was greeved with the
remark, “You'd have a Campbellite in our pul-
piti™ Several men began hissing, *1 could see it
would not be a pleasant thing, so [ just dropped
that,"?? Burke recalled. But he eventually did
conduct a pulpit exchange with Dr. Jo M. Riley,

“Yewsey Timesr™

pastor of First Christian Church of Lougsville.
“I"s often true that there is more animosty
between people with whom we are cdlose than
with folk that we are not alike at all,” Burke
explained to the congregabion at the nme. 23

The Highlander Revisited

Activity periodically rose and fell at the
Highlander, the church’s outreach center for
the neighborhood located in the former parson-
age on Cherokee Road. Before Burke's arrival in
1970, deacons debated whether the program
was a success and even what entera to judge i
on. One deacon noted that the program was
doing soume good but not adding vo the mem-
bership. Another suggested it was “catening 1o
needs that don't exist. "4

Highltander programs for sensors and chil-
dren would start, fde, then sart again. Finally in
1973, the church decided 1o close the center and,
ower the objections of some neighbors, to demal-
ish the historic house, Today it is the site of the
church’s playground. Burke pecalled thar a factor
in closing the Highlander was the formation of
the Highlands Community Ministries in 1970,
one of the ¢ity’s neighborhood organizations that
have become natiomally recognized models of
interfaith cooperation in providing emergency
asiistance and other help o local needy.
Highland, he said, no longer needed to go it
alone in addressing such needs singbe- handedby.

To be sure, some members viewed the
church ar this dme as rning inward from s
social activism of the 1960s, of an old, conser-
vative guard mumphing over the new. But
Burke and other members felt Highland had

been so occupied with taking care of its
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neighborhood thar it was neglecting its own
buildings and people, ultimately hurting its abil-
ity to do any outreach at all,

“It sounds almost anti-Christian but [ had
o persiade the congregation that we needed 1o
fix up our facilitics,™ Burke recalled years later.
“I'm sure the Loed was in it and he had betrer
things for Highland than just being a Jefferson
Street mission, ™23

Even as it pook care of itself, however,
Highland did maintain outreaches through the
Highlands Community Ministries, the Jefferson
Strect Chapel and groups working for hunger
relief both locally and abroad. And it remained
concerned about local and city issues, ranging
from the unhealthy environment created by loi-
terers at the Mad-Ciey Mall 1o the growing racial

tensicns over schoal busing in Louisvlle,

Wider Mission Efforts

The church also made cfforts to minister
beyond its immediate neighborhood. Youth
groups took long-distance missions  trips,
performing music and drama in Montreal and
working in the slums of Chelsea, Massachusetts,
The church continued to aid forcign missionanies
with ties to its congregarion—>Mary Sampson in
Taiwan, Grundy and Jean Jancs in Chile, John
Bovd Sutton and Joan Sutton in Brazil,

In the late 1970s, Houston and Charla
Greenhaw  became  active members at the
church, with Charla working with the children’s
choar.. They were appointed missionades to
Brazil in 1980, where they have contimeed to
wik ever since ({first through the Southern
Baptist Convention and flater through other

supprt systems after they resigned rather than

sceept an ultimatum from the SBC's Inter-
mational Mission Board that they sign the
Bapaist Faith and Message as revised in 200029

Music

As mindster of muesic,
Al Washburn  had
the task of sortng
out a disheartening
ofgan sitwation, The
church had already
wasted thousands of
dollars on unssccess-

ful organ repairs and

wrminaped it serve

ice agreement with

Fipas from the mew dargan
thal was installed in 19758

an unsunfctory con-
ractor. A different contractor made some rempo-
EXCY LTI pROVEments,

Fimally, the church purchased and installed a
new organ in 1979, replacing the wom-our Pilcher
organ that had existed from the origins of
Highland’s current sancteary more than six decades
carlier. Burke lay out the options to the church:

As older churches in the aty have had their pipe
argans wear out, some of them have pandcked
at the cost of new organs and mstalled elec-
trons organs, [ would hate to see Highland
come 1o this, Wt cvery musician says about
an electronic organ—even the best of them—
is that they are arnficial machines trving to
reprocluce the sound of the real item 27

The church agreed w porchase a new pipe
organ for $62,000, obuaining enough pledges o
pay it off debt-free. Under Washburn's guidance,
the church purchased a Schantz organ with
paventy-four mnks, Washbumn, who left Highland
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Grundy and Jean Janes: Missionaries to Chile

rundy and Jean Janes have long viewed Highland as their home church—oefore, during
and after the thiry years they spent as missionanas to Chile.

Coincidentally, both Grundy and Jean were influenced by the same pastor, Hankins Parker.
Parker was pastor of Walnut Street Baptist Church in Owensboro, which Jean attended whan
she was growing up. Parker later came to Highland, where he encouraged -
Grundy and other young people who were entering the ministry, gathering them
for monthly breakfasts in the Fireside Room.

Grundy and Jean met while attending Georgetown College and marned. at
Highland on & sweltering day in 1958, "about two weeks before they put in the
air conditioner,” Jaan recalls.

Grundy eamed a bachelor of divinity from Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, while Jean taught at Southermn High School, They aiso ved in
Laxington for a while, a3 Grundy eamed a mastars in education and worked as
an assistant principal in Lafayetta High School. The training prepared them well
for their assignment under the Southemn Baptist Foreign Mission Board. They

waorkad as an adminstraton Jaan also lad young woman's groups at churches,

“We had many, many good experiences there,* Grundy recalled. “The Lord aliowed us not
only 1o teach and wark in a school, but we were active in our churches there,” Grundy said,

Highland supported and comesponded with them over the years, paricularly members of
tha Jean Janes Circie of the Women's Missionary Union,

Shortly after they retired in the late 1990s, the Janeses returned to Highland, whare they
both are ective on numerous committees and outreaches. Grundy also consults with the
Kentucky Baptist Convantion on reaching the growing Hispanic population in this state, and he
leads teams of Georgetown College students on short-term mission trips back to Chile.

=Afwer @ thirty year absance, it was impartant 1o come Dack to some place wherd we had
roois,” Jean said, While Highland has changed since thay first knew it in the 1850s. she said
its mission-mindad spint—now focused on such areas as tha Albanan community—remains
the same. ~| feel like maybe wa've never made the impact on our community that we're
making today,” Jean said.

fmssion fheld

Jean and Grumdy Janas
ware marmsd ar Highland
both sarved at a school in Temuoo, Chile. Jean taught English, whiles Grundy,  and retumed here after

setirkng fram the

in 1977 to become a professor of music at New
Oreans Baptist Theological Seminary, reurned to
play at the dedication of the new organ in 1979,
Burke saluted him for his wisdom in designing an
“organ just right for our sanctuary, It s large
enough 1o ger the job done beautifully for us, bur
it i in no way a large “show-off " organ, ™28

The organ was further improved in 1983
when Edith Hoeing donared a cymbalstern in
memory of her ke mother, Carolyn. It added
tones of tiny bells to the organ’s nepertoire,

The sancruary removations included an
expansion of the choir loft, which Washburn pur

to use in developing 3 more active choral
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program. The church cxpanded the sounds of its
worship with the anonymous donation of a set of
handbells. The church formally dedicated them
in 1975 with the debut of its handbell choar.

In 1975 Highland also adopted the new
Bapriss  Hymnal—the first
Southern Baptist worship book in a quarter cen-

revision of the

tury, It added Negro spintuals and such increas-
ingly popular hymns as “How Great Thou Arc.”

Douglas Smith, an asodate professor of
masic at Southern Seminary, succeeded Washbum
15 music minister a0 1977 and served four vears;
his wife Reme served as church secretary.

Youth

Througl the active leadership of ministers of
education Rick Chaffin and Alman Reames,
Highland™s young people remained busy in the
1970s, They reaveled across North America on
missions trips amd also reached out to those
closer o home, going in costume one
Halloween to visit the
elderly ar Parr’s Rest
and  bringing food
and clothing to the
Jetferson Street Chapel.
Burke spoke to the
vouth about what it
means o be a Baptist,
and Chaffin led lock-
ins during which chil-
dren held devotionals,

wiatched movies and

held various conteses,
A display of poems in the educational build-
ing revealed some of the religions imagination

of the youngest members:

Mary ard Jemr riaivgg on the donkey
And Joseph led all tiver
I widdy I eoanld buvwe e a wwonkey
And mayle they wonld bave taken me.
- Bette Lee, age 7

Jeavs in i crek
He didn't wear a bifr
He slepr in the bay
And became famons ane day.
— Bobby Rehm, age 6

Finances and Facilides

Muost of the phvscal changes described above
had liturgical or decorative purposes, but the
church abso conducted some nuts-and-baoles
rencwvations in the 1970s. The church revamped
its office space and put a new roof on the edu-
cational building. Deacons themselves helped fix
up the Fireside Room, and the church replaced
some antique boilers and pipes, Highland also
purchased a house at 2120 Grinstead for
320,500 from Brack M. and Nola L. Femill,
using the building to house missionaries home
on furlough and the back part of the lot for
expanded parking. When building repairs fig-
ured 1o be expensive, Highland wanted to raze
the building for parking, but the cin's
Landmarks Commission refused to allow this, so
the church repaired the structure and began
FEnOng its APartments,

Financing these projects was difficult,
particularly in the recessionary and inflationary
19705, which also necessitated significant cost-
of-living raises for staff. In 1978 the church
launched a three-year Hope and Herrage
capital campaign to wipe out a 595 000 debr,
partly with the aim of reducing the debe-service
part of the budger so the chureh could increase



its giving to the Southern Baptists’ Cooperative
Program from 9 percent of its budget to 15
percent, a goal that was met by 1981, Where
there was & need for funds, Highland members
consistently responded to appeals to meet it

Neighborhood Changes

In April 1974, a womado blazed a path through
several Louisville neighborhoods, including the
Highlands just south of Eastern Parkway, about
a mile from the church. Casualtics in Lowsville
were remarkably light, but damage was immense,
Photos from the penod show a strewch of
Bardstown BEoad covered with a tangled mass of
downed utility wires and Cherokee Park suddenky
stripped of it historic oaks.2? Minister of
education Rick Chatfin, deacon John MeClure anmd
several young people in the church valunreered
to help members whose property was damaged.
In 2 message of sympathy to victims, Burke noted
that the imminent Easter holiday was a reminder
of “the grand news of the Gospel that—come
tomadnes—oome  crucificions—God s still on
His throne and will bring resurrection. ™30

Even with the devastation, berer things
were in store for the Highlands. One reason for
the church's street-level ministries of the 1960s
was the increasing urbanization of the neigh-
borhood that had originally been a suburban
retreat from the city. But beginning in the 1970s,
the Highlands began a slow mansformation o
a differemt type of wrban neighborhood—
attracting investors who wanted to live in his-
roric homes with fronr porches, located within
walking distance to parks and restaurants and
within a short commute to doewntown, The
Highlands neighborhood was on the vanguard

Tearsy Timier"

of what became known as the New Urbanism.
Church members such as Wade Hall, who pur-
chased a home on Cherokee RBoad, were carly
participants in that trend, and the church in tum
amracted new members from those moving o the
neighborbood. The city designated the Cherokee
Triangle a preservation district in 1975 and
imposcd more restrictive zoning requirements.
The construction of the luxury high-rise 1400
Willoww bn 1980, while controversial archivec-
turally, further enhanced the neighborhood's
reputation a5 a desirable place to live. So did the
increasingly popular annual Cherokee Triangle
Art Fair, for which Highland member Dottie
Adams Frank played a founding role.

Wider Social, Polincal Issucs

Like the rest of the nation, Highland members
were shocked to see the Watergate scandal reach
o the White House in 1974, leading to the res:
ignation of President Nicon., *1 know not what
the future hath,” the congregation sang the
week afiter the resignation, and Burke responded
to new President Gerald Pord’s request for
prayers. 2l Of more direct interest was Ford's
suwccessor, Jimmy Carter, who made much of his
being a bome-again Chnstan and a Sauthern
Baptist—which the rest of the nation treated as
something of a cunosity,

The economic shump of the 19705, particu-
larky its oil shocks, led to repeated pravers for
members without jobs and with other struggles
with their finances.32

Amidd resurgent Cold War tensions over the
nuclear arms rce and the Sovier invasion of
Afghanistan, members began participating in

peace  conferences and formed 3 Warld

127



Lihian Aoga, a sognd
faachey sorvad a8 dascsr
amd Sunddy School tegcher
an was actng in varous
oulragches.

128

The Clownad of Witnen

Peacemakers Group, dedicated w prayer, con-
templation and peacemaking, #3

Church Life and Personalities

While Highland was changing, it stll had an
ald-guard flavor. Burke said the seminary had
conducted a soudy of congregations where the
Protestant wealth was concentrared in Louisville
and found thar Highland ranked behind only a
handful of churches such as Christ Church
Episcopal Cathedral, Second Presbyvtedan and
Broadway Baptist. Unsurprisingly, Highland
members were often tapped as board members
for seminary and denominarional agencies,
Though Highland had officially integrared, the
scene outside the church on Sunday mornings
represented a lingering bur fading era of the old
South, with white parishioners being helped
frosm their cars by black janitors in whire jackers

The growing women’s movement of the
19705 made its presence known ar Highland.
Several women ook active roles in the congre-
gaticn, whether in WML circles, arastic programs
or  musical  performances.
Members began discussing the
question of women in leader-
ship  posibons  previously
reservied for men, though they
left it for the next decade o
make changes, In 1975, at a
service marking the fiftieth
anmiversary of the Daisy Jester
Circle of the
Missionary  Unmiom, the main

Women's

speaker was Maric Mathis,
president of the women's department of the
Baprist World Alliance. In advance of the

service, according to deacons” minutes, ong dea-
con “asked our pastor laughingly, if he was a
woman's libber or not by having a woman do
the preaching from the pulpie.”

After several comments, it was agreed to refer
e Mrs. Mathis as the guest speaker mstead
of preacher. Rev. Burke then spoke very
highly of Mrs. Mathis" qualifications and said
that since she was coming all the way from
Texas, he fele ehar she deserved more than just
five minutes to share what she had spemt

hesirs preparing. 33

She did so, and the fact that the “guest
speaker” proclaimed her message from the pul-
pit added to the long progressive tradition of
the Jester circle, which began in 1925 as the
Business & Professional Women's Circle, the
first such evening circle for working women in
in the state of Kentucky,

Such a congregation naturally produced a
rich mix of personalities,

George  Ransdell served as a  deacon,
Fimance Committee member and Sunday School
teacher and was also active in Bible distribution
with the Gideons, The wealthy owner of a sur-
gical supply company, Ransdell was one of the
most conservative members thealogically and
would both “argue with me and support me,”
Burke recalled. In 1978 his son Michacl pro-
pesed to his future bride, Amy Kelley, on the
steps of Highland, where they first met.

Ullan Rowe, a science tescher at Highland
Middle School, served for many years in offices
ranging from deacon vo Sunday School teacher,
and he was active on the Mission Committee,
which oversaw the outreaches 1o the Highlands
neighborhood and facilitics like Parr's Rest and
LaGrange Reformatory.



Bob Burnetr initially headed up renovation
projects before  his sudden death in 1971
Melvin Harvin, a retired Kroger executive, took
his place and guided the projects 1o completion.
Melvin and Odessa Harvin were Highland
members for most of their fifty-plus years
of marriage 36

Bernie Alwes, owner of an outdoor adver-
tising fiem, was a Navy vereran of World War 11
and an awid arrise. He served as Sunday School
teachier, trustee and member of the church’s
Finance Committee a5 well as  Southern
Seminary's foundarion; he and his wife, Janice,
had seven children,

Tish Gardner, who had been singing in
Highland's choir since 1962, continued to he
acrive inm various positions in church, from
WML officer to member of a pulpit commitice.
She contributed her artistic talents t such
endeavors as creating banners for the sanctuary.

Workers at Highland also added o its
personality. Lelma Augustus, 2 Sunday School
teacher and WML treasurer, worked for several
years as church sceretary. Burke recalled her as a
large, friendly lady who drove a big Cadillac and
knew most members' personal busness but was
discreet enough only to tell the pastor what he
needed to know when he asked, Hazel Riley,
while not a member, cooked dazzhing meals for
the church on Wednesday nights and  other
oocasions, partly compensated with permission 1o
use the church kivchen for her catering, business,

Joe Shearer, who died in 1976, served
Highland for decades as a leader of deacons, the
Brotherhood and in other ways. His daughrers
Marv, Linda and Jo Ann also were involved for
years. Members avidly followed the operatic
carcer of Mary Shearer, who regularly sang in

Yeasty Tomer"™

church until work rook her mo other cities around
the world and welcomed her back in 2003 when
she rerurned o Louksville. Linda Shearer hefped
coordinate Highland's new pupper ministry,
aimed ar providing religious education and
entertainment through that art form. (Her child-
hood memories include two respected women
Sunday School teachers arguing so fercely over
the meaning of a Bible passage that they later
apologized to the astonished students. ) Coanrier-
Jonrnal photographer Bill Luster, moving o
Louisville from Glasgow, Kentucky, began
artending Highland and met Linda in the church
parking lot; they were soon married in the sanc-
mary. He began serving as a deacon, teacher and
member of other committees. H. C. and Jo Ann
Baker, as well as the Lusters, recall church
lawyers and doctors helping them navigate the
complex process of adopting their children. 7

Joseph and Betty Bidge joined the church
when they moved to the neighborhood in 1967
andd became active in church outreaches and
Sunday School, a tradion sull carned on by the
son who poined with them at the same nme,
Martt Ridge.

The church honored pwo longtime mem-
bers in 1978 when it provided a cake for Fellmer
and Caralyn Hoeing as they celebrared the
sory-fifth anniversary of their wedding, which
ook place in Highland s onginal building, Mrs.
Hocing said the cake was “more beautiful than
the ane we had in 1913738

Seminary Relations

Highland's seminary connections contnued to
play a major role in the character of the church
at this tme. Although President Duke McoCall
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had left Highland for Broadway Baptist by this
timi, he cooperated regulardy with Burke, asking
the latter to take his place on the “Moral Side of
the News™ panel because of MoCall’s growing

The chwch honored Iongtime members Fedmer ang Canpdn
Hoaing on tharr suctpsfifth anniversary in T8

FE

workboad, Burke abo agreed to be on call o
prexch at seminary chapel services om short
notice in case 3 guest speaker’s flight was held
up. Highland held annual receptions for semi-
nary mucll;nrx l|1.1f :lre;w A MANyY as E-H] .-.m.,l:-u.-nr:«.,
and Burke urged Highland's resident members
to supplement the seminanans’ education by
maddchng “the Wew Testament reality of a called
out congregation of believers where love reigns
SUPTEIE and the ':.-'HH.]JI,T] 1% I,'rq'lh;!l,lcinﬁ, |1-|::|W|;;1'1||
Pl;l!ll!nl.'l::-:'.!ﬂ n:,:'ml'r.':-.'"-!"-" .-’I.m-:u:lE l|1|: !fll.ll:ll,'.llt -
Isers 0 this prril::u.! wis Richard Kremer, whiose
wolunteer work ranged from cdleaning the church,
to eaching Sunday School, wo wrting a history
of Highland's firse decades, Ir “Jack™ Birdwinstell,
who also atrended Highland, studied and aughe
history at Southern Seminary and authored a his-

tory of the Long Run Baprist Association,

Perhaps coincidenually, Southern Seminary’s
historians and archacologists scemed 1o gravi-
tare toward Highland at this time.

Morgan Pamerson, a Southern Seminary
professor of church history since 1959, served in
leadership rodes ar Highland uncl 1976, when
he was called wo become a dean ar Golden Gane
Baptist Theological Seminary in California, The
departure of Pamerson and his wife “came as a
very severe shock to Highland Bapaist Church,”
Burke wrote at the ome. “The Partersons have
been woven into the fabne of the life and wit-
ness of Highland Baptist Church as much as any
family in our fellowship.™#9 Parterson returned
o Kenmscky 1o serve as president of Georgerown
College from 1984 wo 1921 {becoming the third
such president with Highland connections, afver
founding trustee Basil Manly in the 1870z and
former deacon Henry Moble Sherwood in the
19305 and 1940s) 4!

Serminary  archacology  professors  Jerry
Vardaman and Joseph Callaway were also active.
The men attended separate Sunday services and
worked independenty of cach other, but both
regularly taught classes at Highland and
received support from members for their digs. 42
Callaway, an Arkansas native, had worked as a
farmer, bookkeeper and International Harvester
plant manager before entening the minkstry, and
he taught for twenty-six vears at Southern
Seminary, He led multiple digs in the ancient
bablcal city of A1 and ook Borke there on one
trip in 1973.43 Vardaman's digs ranged as far
away as Jordan and as near as Jefferson County,
whiere he and students excavated the ruins of the
proncer Long Run Bapost Church, the mother

church of the local Baphist  association



Vardaman left Lowisville in 1973 1o become
founding director of the Cobb Institure of
Archacology at Mississippr State University; he
died at seventy-three in 200044

Wider Baptist Relations

Highland remained as active as ever with irs
Southerm Bapost connections, both locally and
globally: Members volunteered at the neighbor-
ing Highland Baptist Hospital, as the former
Kenmecky Baptist Hospital was then known.
Burke and members such as Charlie and
Foreman Westray attended meetings of the
Bapust World Alliance; in Fct, Burke fed a
Highland delegation of eleven o an alliance
gathering in 1975 in Stockholm, Sweden. Some
members attended the 1980 meeong in
Toronto as well, When the alliance held execu-
ove mectings in Louisville in 1974, Hi.Ej‘l.]:}.nd
invited Baptist leaders from Sweden and the
Saviet Union to speak.

Southern Bapnists abso recall 1976 a5 when they
approved an audascious plan known as Bold Mission
Thrust, designed ro linerally preach the Gospel o
every human on the planet by the year 2000, So
infecious was this idea that an exphicic goal of
Highland's capiral campaign of that ome was to
reduce church debt payments so that more money
could go o missions, Burke noted an ®apostolie”
excitement over Bold Mission Thrust at an ensuing
Kenrucky Baptist Convention meering. 43

“Our denomination, nationally and locally
is at a place where she could burst into cffective
witniess, the ke of which has never been scen
singe Pentecost,” Burke wrote in Scptember
1979 ax he prepared 1o give the annual sermon

“Teasry Temes”

o the Long Bun Baptist Association, meeting at
Highland. “Or she could tum on herself and
allow divisive minontics to erode i not destroy
her.™® Major divisions, however, were already
erupting in the Southern Baptist Convention

and would worsen in the coming vears,

Transiton

The revolution in the convention would
become a major precocupation for Highland in
the coming years as it came under new leader-
ship. After more than ten vears on the job,
Burke resigned in 1981 to take the pulpit af
Greenwich Baptist Church in Connecricut,
locared in one of the wealthiest suburbs of New
York City, The church represented one of the
first forays by Southern Baptists into this largest
of the nation’s metropolitan areas. It was
formed to minister to transplanted Southern
Baptists but also “to become a grear deal more
indigenous,” Burke wrore, “The congregation
has fele keenly it would be best for the pastor to
have a New England background and to speak
with a ‘northern’ accent.™ Given the need,
Burke said he felr he couldn™ refuse. As a part-
ing gift, Highland gave him a stained-glass
pancl. In his note of thanks, he wrote: “Its rich
colors and the thoughts behind it will constanthy
remind me of the goodness of God and the
goodness of Gods people ar Highland. ™48
After retining from the full-time ministry,
Burke returned to live in Lovisville part of cach
vear and took an active role ar Highland., In
2005, the church officially named bim s firse-

CVET Pastor emeribus,
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CHAPTER SEVEN

1982-1996
“Thinking, Feeling and Healing”

n the 1980s and 1990s, Highland sought to
Iﬂp:md its connections to its surrcunding
neighborhood and community. Tt hired two
voung fathers as ministers, Paul Duke and Phil
Christopher, who had different styles but
commen geals for church growth. At the same
time, the church was buffeted by the acrimony
over the nghtward shift of the Southern
Baptist Convention and Southern Seminary.
This forced a barde-weary church o reexamine
its identity, reaffirm some existing principles,
and make new associations with other Baptists
and missions organizations. Intermally, the
church had its own share of controversies, with
its decigion to ordain women deacons and 2
failed vore on the man nominated to be
Christopher’s successor, Some members left
over the controversies, but most resolved to stay
committed, working and praying together and
finding unity in new forms of liturgical and artis-
tic expression. High poins include the church’s
centennial anniversary in 1993, which it cele-

brated with a series of events.

Paul Duke

After an interim peried led by seminary professor
Raymond H. Bailey, Highland voted umani-
mously 1o call Paul Duke, twenty-cight, as its
next pastor. Members were drawn to Duke’s
already-growing reputation as a preacher and his
robe as a good listener and a3 “healer™ when
working at a previous, divided congregarion.
They hoped that the young father would arcrace
more young people and familics to the church,
Duke, a pastor’s son, grew up in Alabama
and Missouri and graduated from Samford
University in Alabama before earning master’s
and doctorate degrees at Southern Seminary.
He had served on staff at Crescent Hill and
other Baptist churches and as pastor of one in
Shelbyville. He came well recommended, with
one educator predicting he would be “one of
the majer voices in Southern Baptist life, ™!
Highland was soon “enjoying a crisis of
crowding,” as Duke once put it, gently urging

members to come early and move toward the
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middle of pews m make room for latecomers.
Ushers routinely had to put out folding chairs to
accommaodate the overflow.? Many seminarians
were drawn o Highland at this
time, partly because they identi-
fied with s ethos as the
Southern Baptist bartles were
heating up, and partly out of
attraction to Duke’s preaching.

Duke, with a strong voice
naturally suited for the pulpir,
preached in a conversational style.
He drew from his wide reading of
authors like C, 5. Lewis and Annie Dillard—who
blended a rich theological and lierary sensibil-
ity—and he could also quote pop-culture refer-
ences from musiclans ranging from Hank
Williams to Bov George.?

More than just sprinkling a sermon with
someone clse’s guotes, Duke crafted his
sermons with his own literary imagination,
blending word and image to enable his hearers
to understand Scriprures in new ways, One
cxample is this excerpt from the sermon he
preached ar Highland as part of its centennial
observances in 1993:

Issiah said God is moving i fromt of you,
What images, what plctures come o mind? A
seout nding ahead to see where the nexe water
15, where the next dangers are. A grizeled guide
hacking a path in the jungle for our sakes.
Maybe the picrure of a child running and
langhing ahead of us, waving, dissppearing
over the next hall as we oy o carch our beeath
and keep up. . . . To say that God is ahead of
s 15 e sy G s callingg us to come ahead, We
don't belong where we've been. . . . There's a
pilgrimage o be made, and God is ahead of us
in thar pilgrimage, calling us 1o move on, 4

Duke had “the grear ability to speak to the
heart, the hurr, and the intellect,” said his sue-
cessor, Phil Chrstopher. He said Duke’s ser-
mens reflected the church's later motto of being
a “thinking, fecling, healing church, ™5

His popularity with students ook a wll,
recalls. member Par Ramsey. Many of them,
forging their ministries in turbulent times,
sought his counsel. *I think he was just so open
and it qust really burned him out,” she recalled,

Some longtime members had misgivings—
not about Duke personally as abour whar they
perceived as the church's focus on newer mem-
bers at the expense of the alder ones. One cld-
erly member, Ada Hofmann, said a friend told
Duke, *Paul, I know you do appeal 1w the
vounger people, bur don't ever overlook the fact
that we older ones are really the backbone of the
chureh, and you needed us then and you need
us pow." Mot in an unkind way. She felr as T did
thar Paul was too young ™ Actually, though,
Duke was no younger than two other recent
ministers, Hankins Parker and David Nelsom,
when they started their acclaiimed pastorares
at Highland,

In Ocrober 1982, Highland approved the
following Statement of Purpose:

Highland Bapesst Church is a community of
persins whio have been foand and forgiven by
God’s love and who are being changed by
Geod"s porwer, Owir purpose i to live our lives
together prasing God's goodness, srength-
ening cach other toward our fullest potenrial
as God s childres, beaning witness everywhere
to the redemptive power of Jesus Christ, and
demonstrating to oor community and our
world the compassion of God wward every
human need.”



From lefl, Bil Ewing, Gindys Goodall, Sarah Ewing
and Bill Goodall ware fong active at Highland, The
Gopgalls were Sarah Ewiig s parents

In an accompanying statement of direction,
the church resolved o focus anew on worship
and evangelism, to honor diversity by reaching
out to single adults, senior citizens and families
and to promote religious education, financial
giving and contributions to missions through
the Cooperative Program.

One of the more unusual developments
sccurred in 1986 when Duke baptized Bryan
Eastes, an autistic man. Though Bryan could
not articulare his Faich in words, the church con-
cluded that his faith was genuine and agreed to
his parents’ request to baptize him. (Ina simi-
lar situation in 1995, the church baprized a dis-
abled man, Bryce Clemmons, who could not
speak or be completely immersed but had clearly

expressed his faith. )

Women Deacons

In 1984 Highland confronted the guestion
of ordaining women as deacons—a rofe tradi-
ronally held only by men. The vote came as
women were increasingly taking leadership
roles in secular society and being ordained as
ministers in some other churches, Thar same

year, however, the Southern Baptist Convention

“Thinking, Freling and Healing®

had passed a resolution opposing women's ordi-
nation, in part on the grounds that Eve sinned
before Adam.

The issue came to a head when the descons’
nominating committee started the annual
process of receiving nominations for new dea-
cons. More than thirty of the eighty nominecs
were women, three of whom had been nomi-
nated by many members, Nothing in the church
bylaws limited deacons by gender. A committee
that  ineluded Duke, deacon chair Dave
Makdimen and others began studying the issue.
Nakdimen recalled:

We sarted meeting for breakfast weekly or
even maore often, and in the meantime read-
ing Seripture that had anything to do with
it . . . We wrestled over that and finally agreed
to recommend b the deacons thar we ordain
women, if they had the support and were
appropriate for it We didn't rell them who
had been named, becawse we didn’t want it to
be a persanal ssue®

Makdimen recalled that one of the women
nominees approached him during the controversy
and asked, **You think | oughta just withdraw?
Tust save all this rrouble?® T said, *Well, it's up to
you. Do you feel called to be a deacon?’ She said
ves. “Well," T said, *hang in there.” So she did. 10

Meanwhile, church leaders organized
dialogues throughout the congregation. Al
adult Sunday schools devored October 7, 1984,
to studying the Scrprures and discussing the
issue. Some saw the Bible as reaching thar
church leadership be reserved for men, as illus-
trated by Jesus’ appointment of twelve male
apostles and certain teachings of the apostle
Paul. Onhers said the words and actions of Jesus

and Paul demonstrated that men and women
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are equal before God, and they provided exam-
ples of early Christian women leaders,
Duke urged a carcful dislogue,

My own concern an this moment is less with
oar final decision than with the way we move
toward that decision as the Body of Christ,
This is a rare opportunity for us to learn how
to be church. On the one hand, we can fus
and vowe and go home, a5 is so aften the
Baptist way, On the other hand, we can lay
asde prior opinions, sdy the Scriptures
together, pray together, listen to each other
and seek to reach a common understanding of
God’s desire for us. T am net so nalive a8 1o
beelieve we will all agree when we're done. Tur
our descons and 1 are committed to making
this discussion less like combar and more
like communion, 11

Deacons voted twelve to nine with one
abstention on Ocrober 8 in favor of ordaining
women, while acknowledging thar “sincere dif-
ferences of opinion and of interpretation of
Scripture™ remained. They then presented the
proposal to a church business meeting. After a
lengthy discussion, with more speaking for than
against, the church vored 176-23 o ordain
women deacons, Longtime member  Bill
Goodell then stood and told the members thar
while he opposed the vore, he was committed 1o
staying with the congregation, which he then
led in a singing of “Blest Be the Tie that
Binds."? Later that month, Lillian Brown,
Linnie Edwards and Fay Jeffries were elected
deacons along with seven men 13

Goodell's reaction was typical for many,
though a handful of longtime members lef ar
that ime. Others remained but were uncomfort-
able not only with the decision bur with the
rapid pace in which the board filled with women.

“I just think it looks better for the men o
be taking communion and to pass the plate,”
member Virginia Bell said in an interview a few
vears before her dearth. However, “we may not
approve of a lot of things in the church, but it's
not going to drive us away from the church, Not
when we've been members as long as we have.”

Makdimen, after chairing the deacons dur-
ing the sensitive discussions, rotated off the
board and returned a vear later.

When 1 walked in, there were these women
stting theee. It was culmre shoek. [ worked
o the issue, but I'd never actually sar down
at @ deacons meeting, and there they were.
['m] presty cermin it's worked out and 1
don’t know what the descons would have
done without women. 14

With less controversy, the church abo began
to ordain  deacons who were divorced.
Nakdimen recalled ralking to one nomince
whose wife had left him. He was deeply moved
about being nominated. “After church one
Sunday, I sat down and asked him [about being
a deacon], and he cried. I'll never forger thar, ™15

Phil Christopher

Duke resigned in 1986 to become pastor of
Kirkwood Bapist Church in St. Louis, Seminary
professors  Bill Leonard, Estl Jones and
Raymond Bailey served in various interim roles
at Highland, though some members were
unthappy that the church was operating without
a clear leader during a vacancy thae lasted more
than a vear.

A profile of the church, compiled for
prospective pastors, depicted 2 congregation
with about BO0 members that continued to hold



Sunday morning and cvening services and a
Wednesday night praver meeting, with a variety
af worship expeniences and strong music, educa-
tion and Women's Missionary Union programs,
The profile admitted: “We are 2 warm and lov-
ing fellowship, but many of us find it difficult to
practice the kind of persomal evangelism that the
Gospel demands, and thereby miss the opportu-
nity to bring others into the warmth of God's
love. ™18 During the interim, the church revised
its bylaws to require a 90 percent vowe o
approve hiring 3 new pastor, up from 75 per-
cent. This change set the church up for 2 major
controversy a decade later.17

In September 1987, the church voted to
hire Phil Chrstopher, 2 Southern Seminary
graduare. Chrstopher already bore scars from
the growing Southern Baprist battles. His previ-
ous church, Northwest Baptist of Ardmore,
Oklahoma, had been kicked out of is local
Baptist association and lost several members for
ordaining 3 woman minister.,

Chrstopher guided the church effecrively
through vears of transition. As the Southern
Baptist controversy continued on the outside,
Highland itself was undergoing a transition with
newer lay members taking leadership positions
andd deacons assuming more of 3 ministerzal role
in the church, even as the church sought w
evolve in the way it reached out to its changing
Highlands neighborhood

Christopher said his carly years at Highland
had their challenges. Shortly after arriving, he
found some old tapes of sermons delivered by
his predecessor. I didn't know what kind of
preacher Paul Duke was,” he recalled. 1 wish |
would have known, and 1 wouldn't have come,™

He became anxious and depressed, feeling he

“Tauking, Feeling and Healing”

could never live up o the
standard of preaching that
the chureh had grown accus-
tomed 1o,

1 guess ['ve always seen
my gifts as being 2 good gen-
eralist,” he said, “I'm not a
star necessarily ar anything, 1
can do several things well "1

Christopher said he found
Highland 1o be in rransition in
its lay beadership. Many of the
older, longtime church leaders had been com-

of rranshon.

muting from suburbs farther east, and their
adult children were moving away or joaning
other churches closer o home. Younger leader-
ship was forming as people such as Phil and
Kathy Collier, Tracy Holladay, Keith Eiken and
Dottic Frank took on new roles, Yet many mem-
bers still felt like outsiders, On top of that, some
were still mourning Duke's departure, and some
even hoped Don Burke would return 1o
Highland after Duke left.

All these factors affected the swarr of
Christopher’s ministry, He recalls a balmy
August evening in 1989, when deacons had a
short agenda and expected o get home early
encugh to enjov the remaining daylight.
Instead, the temsions became oo great o
ignore. “I think it was the prompting of the
Spin,™ Chrstopher recalled. “Ar thar point, |
just said, ‘Something scems 1o be wrong, and |
don't know what it . But there’s an underlying
turmodl within our church. I don’t know if it is
me. I don't know what's going on, "™ 1%

That prompred the first of a series of
lengehy discussions, Deacons gathered for sev-

eral subsequent Samurday mornings over coffee

Bl Chnstopher guised
Highlang through & perod
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and doughnurs, talking and praving. The Bssues
were legion: false rumaors; a feeling among many
members that they were outsiders; a sense that
the gains in attendance under Duke were short-
lived, fueled meostly by seminary studemts who
had moved on, Some cnticized Christopher's
preaching; others felt he was blamed for prob-
lems that were not his fault and being unfairly
compared 1o Duke, Some were sill upier over
ordaining women deacons, and there was lin-
gering  displeasure over the lack of anyone
clearly in charge during the interim period
before Chrstopher arrived. Records of these
deacons’ discussions show the tenor of the con-
versation shifting from problems o solutions—
not so much for concrete reforms a8 a resolve o
make a fresh start, to communicare betrer, pray
together more and try o cut dovwn on desorsc-
tive gossip and backbiting,

"That's when we really turned a comer,”
Christopher said. “Ir was kind of like identifying
a problem. . . . So it was out of that meeting,
then, that we started looking at doing some
really in-depth strategic planning. ™20

One result was an cffort to broaden the
church’s reach bevond its seminary constimsency
to the larger community—including an immedi-
ate neighborhood that was rebounding with an
influx of new investment and new, often
yominger residents cager to renovate the historic
houses of the Cherokee Triangle arca.

In 1994 the church liunched Express
Warship: A New Expression of an Old
Tradition. This brief, contemporary-style service
replaced the traditional Sunday moming early
service. The aim was o artract marginally
involved members and unchurched people. The
word “express™ had a double meaning, referring

both to the service™s brevity and to its use of
artistic creativity, Casual dress was commaon,
with Christopher leading worship in Dockers
and a ragby shirt, Christopher wrote at the time
that the service “is not necesarnily for evervone
and it docsn’t have to be, What we are doing i
offering people choices a5 well as recognizing
that if we are to reach the large unchurched
audience we must adape to their needs. . , . We
can lose touch with the *average” secker in our
Baptist and Seminary *bubble."™2! Early rerurns
were positive, with onc attendee saying she had
“stagnated a linke bit on the typical hour o
hour-and-a-half service, a lot of which we felt
was repetition.™ A Courter-Journal article on
the service’s popularty was carried by The
Associated Press, enabling readers of The
Wadsirgrron Post, The New Tork Times and even
the Daily Ardmorize of Oklahoma (the home-
town paper of Christopher's former church).
Thus it was that member Bob Relcher's quore
about the casual atmosphere went national:
“1 probably would not have come, but I'm
favorable to something less formal—neckties
strangle me."23

Casual attire became increasingly common
at the late service, oo, bur Highland also drew
people who appreciated its vibrant use of tradi-
tional and even ancient worship styles. Music
director John Dickson and organists such as
Jonathan Crutchfield and John Hollins worked
with a robust choir that integrated classical
sacred music into the worship. Responsorial
readings drew from or were inspired by tradi-
tiosal hiturgies, and observances of Lent and
Advent became routine.

The church made an important change in

its historic worship routine in 1991, when it



ended its weekly Sunday night services. This
decision was 3 bow to the inevirgable: atrendance
fior worship and vouth activities had been dwin-
dling for years. A study by the church Worship
Committee noted that Sunday nighe services
were rooted in an agrarian setting when wravel
was difficult, pastors were scarce and church was
an all-day affair. The church decided o use
Sunday nights for periodic, special services,
using the time for “purposeful, not ritwal™ gath-
erings. Highland has kept this policy in place
ever since, using Sunday nights for concerts,
lecrures, discussions and other gatherings.
Religious education that previously wook place at
that ime was folded inte Sunday morning and
Wednesday evening classes.
Highland adopted a still-current purpose
statement in 1992 “We belicve Jesus Christ is
" the source of mew
. !:I .
= -.-zlii !E.ﬁ‘ have been called
™ t - o share the story
llEEEi iiqq- " of how Christ's
s "m EE8 A8
u s =

life and that we

love is changing

. =" the direction of
R IR & our lives.* [In its
. centenmial vear of
1993, it unveiled
its mew slogan,
“A thinking, fecling

and healing com-

Tha church adopied this
foga i 1893, symbolinng 8
carmmuniy of fafth dravang
n ana sending out peopks.
mumity of faith.”

Member Sheryl Nelson Lander desgned a new
logo for the church in the shape of a cross
composed of numerous squares, with other
squares arrayved nearby, indicating Highland's
drawing in and sending out of people in the

wider commuLnaty.

“Thinking, Feeling and Healing”
A Changing Diaconate

Under Christopher, the deacons also underwent
a shift in their role that continued 1o evolve after
his departure. Deacons, hearkening back to the
biblical model, began to focus on their roles
as spiritual leaders and ministers—through visi-
ration and other outreaches—and move away
from cheir traditional role a5 a board of directors
for the church, Other committees dedicared o
finance and other matters took on maore of
the business decisions, many of which were
ultimarcly decided on at business mectings of
the full church. In the past, deacon Dave
Makdimen recalled, if “something didn’t ger
through the deacons, i didn™t ger through,
period.” Nevertheless, given thar the manage-
ment of a church is often a spirineal a5 well as a
practical matier, the deacons remined a crudal
oversight role. Christopher regulardy consulted
with deacons on spiritual and other important
congregational matters, a8 does his successor,
Joe Phelps.

Christopher recalled his first meeting of
deacons; “We sat in a crcle, evervbody was in
coats and ties, It was predominantly, 1 would
sy, sixty and over. [ felt like I was at a board
meeting of First National Bank in a way, And it
was a [irtle infimidating, ™ Part of the goal was to
create a more intimate envirenment. “Sull there
was business, quote, “transacted,” bur | . . [the
board began] o talk about ministry, to talk
about vision, ™25

Phelps said Christopher led “one of the
most significant pastorates in the history of
aur church™:

He led the church to mimister w our karger
Louisville commuenity, He revived the idea of
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outreach without reviving the sdea of [ eradi- the mission statement that focuses our work
tioneal | revivals—which are ne longer effective even 1oday, 29
fior the culture Highland is called 1o reach. He

du:p{“nud the church's sense of |.1:|r.r|.m:|||:i|;:,'_

He brought in key members who have shaped Centennial Anniversary

the fumure of the cvarch, He led them o
Such changes allowed Highland to celebrate its

centennial on an upbeat note in 1993, inviting
former pastors Hankins Parker, David MNelson,
Daon Burke and Paul Duke for a series of services
culminating with a banquet and service on the
first full weekend in May, exactly one hundred
years after the founding band of twenty-seven
people first worshiped on the site with their

supporters and friends

Members said they were celebrating the

Four pastors gatherad for Highland’s cantennial cedabration i
Moy 1883 From kel ave then-pesior PRA Christopher and formar
pasiors Hankine Parksr, Deid Melson and Dan Burka, The Conrier-Jouwrnal the church was large

centennial for a varety of reasons. They told

IHIGHLANDJ
BAPTIST CHURCH

Mamburs gathared

outside Highland for

s phofp rarking
140 1% canfannial



enough to provide a varicty of programs for
children, families and adults, yet small enough
to maintain a family atmosphere. “It's a fairly
small church, and 1 have gotren to know a lot of
people,” said Dorothy Moore, who poined
Highland in 1985, “There’s a family feel wo it.”
Keith Eiken said he liked Highland’s commu-
nity atmosphere, in “sharp contrast to the
megachurch notion in current socicry.”™ As part
of the festivities, the church held a Fourth of July
party for residents of the surrounding Cherokee
Triangle, “We want to get to know our neighbors,
whether they join our church or not”
Christopher said. “And we want thermn o know who
we are and that we are part of this commumity. ™27

Members also paid tribure o Highland's
founders. Eiken noted that women had a lead-
ing role in the church’s origins: “That’s a kind
of intercsting irony considering all the discus-
sion of women in ministry in Southern Baptist
life today,™:% Christopher took a lesson from
founding trustee Basil Manly, who organized
the church in the carly 1890s even as his health
failed as the result of 2 mugging, “His future
was cut shorr, but he scized the moment,”
Christopher said. “He was faithful in the
present. . . . One day we will be remembered
fior how we scized the opportunitics thar are
before us. ™

The church also unveiled s official centen-
pial bvmn, “The Cloud of Wines.” Music
minister John Dickson, then on sabbarical leave
in England, wrote the text to the hymn, while
interim music minister and organist Jonathan
Crurchfickd composed the music. They com-
municated at long distance to assemble the hymn.
Built on the same pasage from Hebrews 12
that inspired Highland®s windows, the majestic

“Thinking, Feeling and Healing”

hymn wrged wor-
shipers o emulate
the sames who had
gone on before and

— o
look to the ulrimare e "': ‘
reunion in heaven. nkiadechnientiinta
The church has sung T T 7 L
the hymn on major i3 TIlE:iE

T, O (Rt 2 T
OCCASICNS CVET SICE.
i T ¥
The anniversary Z‘] i":-.—:;:_ ¥
came amid a three- . I I

year, 5540, 00 capiral
campaign simed at
making the church more accessible by widening
the sancruary door, adding an elevator, upgrading
educational space, improving lighting, and other
measures. 3 The chapel in the old educational
building, which had been created in the 1970
out of an old Sunday School assembly room,
wias converted ver again, this time into the more
utilitarian Commons meeting room, The elevator
was dedicared to the memory of Jennifer Ridge,
daughrer of Matt and Mary Ann Ridge, who
had died as an infant in the 19805, The Ridges,
in gratitude for the support given by the church
i thar ime, had started the elevaror fund in ber
memaory to improve peophe’s aceess to church.

Southern Baprtist Barttles

All of these internal events ar Hiphland ook
place amid a longstanding controversy within
the Southern Baptist Convention and Southem
Seminary. The controversy particularly hit home
for Highland, with historically close tes to the
comvention and seminary; many members were
students or emplovess of the seminary or other
Baptist agencies,

i4]
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The history of the controversy is complex
and has been written from many perspectives;
a brnef summary here will have to suffice. A
faction on the right, known as fundamentalises
ar conservatives, contended the denomimation
necded to eradicare in whar they perceived as
unchecked liberalism in Southern Baptist
seminarics, agencics and publications. They
accused seminary professors of doublespeak—
saying liberal things in the chsroom while
toeing a conservative line in the pulpits they
visited, They insisted on a literalist view of the
Bible as “inerrant,” were more open 1o church-
state collaboration than their Baptist forebears
and insisted on male authority in churches and
families. They preached against those they per-
ceived as liberal, denouncing them & “cancer,”
“snakes” and “walking corpses.™3F Their cam-
paign began with a roar with a series of sermons
and votes at the SBC's annual gathering in
1979, “We must not only elect a president who
believes the Bible 15 the infallible, incrrant word
of the living God, but we must elect a president
who is totally committed o the removal from
this denomination of any teacher, any educaror
who docs not believe the Bible is the infallible,
inerrant word of the lving God,” evangelist
Tames Robison presciently declared at the 1979
Pastor's Conference in Houston. 32

Beginning that year, the convention elected
a serics of presidents who used their powers of
appointment 1o shift denominational boards of
trustees and their agencies to the rghe. In 1984,
the comvention formally opposed ordaining
women. A 1988 convention in San Antonio tar-
geted the doctrine of the priesthood of the
believer, claiming 1o endorse it withour ever

defining it and instead admonishing Baptists to

obey the “authority of the pastor which is seen
in the command of che local church, ™23
Moderates staged an impromptu protest rally at
the Alamo, and one critc laver said the resolu-
tion “virtually debapristified the SBC.™ and
“was presented by and voted for by people who
simply did not know the Baptist heritage, "3

With an unbroken string of victories,
ingrrantist presidents routed moderate opposi-
goen by 1990, With new boards of trustees
firmly in place, Southern Seminary and other
seminaries and agencies underwent their own
purges in the 1990z,

The SBC also pulled funding from joint
ventures with other Baprist bodics considered
liberal, such as the Bapdst Joint Committes
on Public Affairs and the International Baptist
Theolomical Seminary in Ruschlikon, Switrerdand,

Moderates criicized chese moves on a num-
ber of levels. They said fundamentalists were
using wedge issues as a prerext 1o grab control
of the SBC and its massive wealth. Moderares
affirmed the authonty of the Bible but viewed
the inerrantist approach as making lireealistic
claims that the Bible doesn’t make for igself,
They emphasized biblical themes such as God's
grace and redemption rather than whar they saw
as 2 restrictive, legalistic reading, On the issue of
women ministers, they ated a whole vein of
Scriprure thar speaks to the equality of male and
female in Chnst, Moreover, they objected to the
convention's pressuring of employees and
churches to declare allegiance o specific state-
ments of fith (such as the 2000 Baptist Faith
and Message), They believed this was rampling
on Bapuist traditions of freedom of conscience
and the right of cach congregation to govern
itsell. Moreover, they objected to the tendency



of leaders on the right to use terms like “skunk™
and “pickle™ and “enemies of the Bible™ to
describe opponents. Even Herschel H. Hobbs,
a vencrable former convention president {and
former Highland education minister), received
some boos when he tried to guell a ferce debate
in 1980 with an appeal for unity in the cause of
misslons and against “creeping creedalism,”
In the old davs, Hobbs lamented in a later
inrerview, such an appeal would have reconcled
even the binterest debares. “Now [ can't even
remember what the old davs were like, ™35

Highland members, like other moderates,
were slow o recognize the determination of
this fundamentalist movement, believing ae first
it was. a temporary swing of the pendulum to
the right. Highland®s visitatton minsster, ]. B.
Sawyer, attending his forticth SBC convention
in 1979, concluded magnanimously that,
whether congservative or liberal, all Southern
Bapusts “believe in God, the Bible as the
inspired Word, and the church as a fellowship of
baptized believers, ™36

By the carly 1980, however, it was clear
that these battles were differeny, Duke was
warning of “power plaving™ and “theological
witch hunts, "3 “The erisis is real. Our integriry,
our institutions, and most of all our missions
effore in the world are ar szake,™ he wrone 3%
Highland members cagerly volunteered 1o be
messengers at convention mectings, where
they routinely wound up on the losing side of
erucial vores. Up 1o twenty-five people wanted
to fill one of the church™s ten slots for the
lase-diech showdown in 1985 in Dallas, when
an astounding 45,000 messengers showed
up and, once again, clected a conservative

president. Duke called the Dallas mecting

“Thinkimn, Feeling and Healing™

“the ‘Big D' . . . the big Disappointment,™
Despite some hopeful signs of reconciliation,
the breach was inevitable, Bill Leonard, Highland's
interim minister in 1987 and a leading historian
of the crisis, lamented that “instead of a purified
denomination we are a distracted people wast-
ing energy on how many inerrantists can dance
on the head of a pin, while the world muens clse-
where for some small ray of hope. ™3

Highland sent aff a letter in 1990 protest-
ing the Southern Bapriss’ defunding of the
Baptist Joint Committiee on Public Affairs,
but mainly the church began looking for new
connections outdide of the convention. A
Denominational Relaions Committee formed
in 19940, The church approved its recommenda-
Hon to temporanly cserow most funds o the
SBC—saving it would not be “raxed withour
representation ™1 —while designating funds w
specific Southern Baptise causes it supported as
well as the Eenwcky Baprist Convention. A

resolution staped:

Highland Bapeist Church reaffirms its com-
mitment o humble cooperation with other
Bapeist churches, W also affirm our commit-
mient to the equally imporant competing val-
vies of the pricsthood of the belicver and the
autenomy of the local church, Because the
current takeover leadership leaves us *locked
o™ of decision making, we must conssder
new forms ::d'u;m:gxr.ﬂ.im.‘“

Highland members began meeting nation-
ally with other alienated Southern Baptists
and became early participants in the new
Cooperative Baprist Fellowship. This aleernative
network, while not declanng itself 2 separate
denomination, developed missionary programs,
funded 3 new crop of dmviney schools and

143



144

The Clonad of Witnes

pravided a forum for moderate Baprists to meet
and try o move on from the controversy.

Highland was “secking new ideas and saoli-
danty with like-minded churches,” wrote Chris
Sanders, chair of the Denominational Belatons
Committee, * . . . Let us mourn what has been,
but also celebrate what is o come, for the best
is ver to come, ™2

The church began designating mission
funding through the CBF and contribured
dircctly to entities such as the Ruschlikon semi-
nary and Jefferson Street Chapel—which also
lost funding from the Long Rum Baprist
Association when it named a woman pasgor.$3
Highland continued for a time to designare
funds to Southern Seminary, which it supported.

But the scene was changing there as well.

Traumatic Changes at Seminary

By the late 1980s, an increasingly conservative
board of trustees at Southern Seminary began
targeting some professors for their theological
writings, starting an exodus of carly retirements,
resignations and firings. When a voung trustes
began ¢riticizing  seminary  president Bov
Honeycuwet, Highland issued a  letter in
Honeyeutt's support. Deacon and  newsman
Pave Makdimen gave this commentary on a
WAVE-3 broaccast,

The Bible places a lot of importance on the
comeept of “Love.” God s love, Love one
another. Love your neighbos. Love your ene-
mies. With that in mind, conservative trustees
this weck moved in on Soathern Baptist
Semimary and loved every manite of n. The
new majority also would kove to can a log of
the faculey, but think there's still hope for the

President. Many conservatives love bur don™t
appreciate professors whose ideas don't con-
fesrmy wo theeir o, They would love For them

o go some plice else, although they might
keep a few around just to condemin at annusl
mectings, A 24-year-old trustee , ., circulated
i document acousing somc  profossors of

profanity, insensitively, poliocal demagomuery
and herenicism. He figures he understands the
Bible berter than seminary president Rov Lee
Honeycutt. Just think how smart he'll be
when he grows up. Southern Baprists will
surely stop fussing if all professors and preach-
ers think the ame way. Preachers can deliver
standardized sermons and wear the same style
of suit, Churchgoers will never argue, except
for an occasional Hare-up over the menu for
Wednesday night suppers. And Iy swee i will
be casier to go 1o sleep duning the sermons,
Thart’s mwy opimdoan. I'm Dave Nakdimen, and
I'm a Baprisr H

The pace of change accelerated with
Honeyeutt's retirement in 1993 and his replace-
ment by R Albert Mohler Jr., viewed by
supporters as a hero for turming the seminary
back from a deviant course and by cntics as
a shrewd denominational polineian who turned
it in a fundamentalist direction. He wook partic-
ular eriticism for pressuring feminist professor
Molly Marshall e resign,

What especially hurt for Highland was the
seminary’s decision in 1995 1w close the W, O,
Carver School of Missions and Social Work and
w fire its dean, Not only had many members
amended or supported the schoaol, bur Highland
had a long history of connections to i, from
Annie Eagers founding role in the carly 19005
w former pastor Mathan Brooks's renure as
president. Moreover, the seminary’s social work

program gave students and graduates an entree



inte various nonreligious agencies around
Louisville providing health care and social serv-
ices. To many at Highland, closing the school
seemed to send a message that Southern
Baprists cared more about harvesting souls than
caring for whole persons, Highland hosted a
candlelight vigil of protesting Carver students,
and bare in 1995, it held a funeral-like service for
the seminary as it once was—celebrating its past
while mowrning its demise.

“We all know it was never Camelot,” said
former pastor Paul Duke, who returned to
Highland from $1. Louis to speak at the odca-
sion. “Ir was, however, a place of learning, a
place of freedom, a place of laughter.”

Duke fondly recalled the discussions
berween students and professors, "when clusters
of men and women would talk, engaging the
world, asking questions, daring dissent.” That
has been replaced by an “oppressive system.”
He added:

As the name seminary implies, it has abways
been a plice for planting the seeds of the
ministry, but somebody has put a bull in the
greenhouse. He can knock down that green-
house; he can set fire o the felds . o .
[bur the] good seed that's been sown will
grow wild and free and shout joyfully at the
harvest 45

Highland's education minister, Anne Smith,
said Duke “was able to say the things many stll
connected with the seminary are afraid o say.”
Simith and music minister John Dickson both
taught at the seminary, but the church’s con-

nections to the seminary grew steadily thinner,

“Tininking, Feeling and Healing”
Missions and Outreaches

While the SBC controversy was raging, High-
land strove to continue to go about the business
of missions and outreach. The church opened
the Fireside Room for recreation nights for
youths who had been loitering in the parking lot
in the evenings, casing what had become a
worrisome problem for neighbors, The church
began hosting residents of Central State Hospital
for Wednesday night dinners and worship
sessions as well as for special retreats. Ourreach
ministers Edgardo Mansilla and Carles de la
Barra started Hispanic ministries at Highland in
1993 that drew numerous Spanish speakers o
worship services, Bible studies and other evenis.
The church’s contacts with Hispanic ministrics
continued for vears, even to 2001 when some
Highland members atrended the opening of a
Spencer County church led by de la Barra

Highland's youth took “Word Changers™
missions trips to places such as Montana, in
addition to enjoving trips to the Ichthus
Christian music conference in Wilmore, Kentucky,
and artending concerts of contem-porary
Christian groups like the Second Chapter of Acts.

Women’s Missionary Union circles named
for Mary Sampson and Daisy Jester merged
in 1994, their members pooling resources [o
continue aiding missions. A circle of younger
women namesd for missionary Jean Janes, a
misstomary who was serving in Chile, provided
help for children there and aided other causes,
funded in part by a vard sale that became a
staple in the church's annual calendar.
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Special Needs Ministry Touches Many Lives

The falowing is adapted from an article in the May 11, 1999, pubiication of Highland's edition
of the Western Recorder. Though some of the participants may have changed since 1999 the
program confinues fo thimve,

ghtand Baptist Church’s Wednesday night special needs ministry was bom when
Hﬂaitrui Braslar went to Central State Hospital in the summer of 1989 to do & basic unit
of Clinical Pastorsl Education as part of her serminary training. She chose Central State
because she wanted to study with Clarence Barton, a legendary chaplain who sarved thare
for thirty years and supervised hundreds of CPE students.

For ten weeks, Keitha worked forty hours a week as a student chaplain assigned 1o the
Bingharn Unit's B-2 and B-4 floors, The Bingham Unit was a fifty-bed intermediate care faci-
ity for residents with mental retardation. Keitha had contact with the residents every day and
planned and conducted worship services thers every Sundsy.

“| just fell in love with those folks” she reminisced. "1 got to know them, and they
befriended me and taught me 5o much about what it meant to ba a manister, Thay are so full
of grace, s0 loving and kind. Each one is such a wonderful, unique parsan with their own spe-
cial gifts,

“Two weeks into the program | went to my supervisor, Clarence Barton, and said, “I've
absalutely falien in love with these people. | want to be their chaplan full time. | want 1o stay
hare, | don't want fo leave™

Mr. Barton replied, “Maybe you can find other ways to continue your relationship with
them. You're a student. You'll have to leave, because the next group has to come in”

Keitha told Highland associate pastor Anne Smith, “We've got 1o find 8 way to involve
these folks in the life of the church. People are missing a wonderful gift if they don't get to
know these people” At that time, Keitha lived only five minutes from Central State, With
Anne's blessing and encouragement, Keitha began to bring a few of the residents with her 1o
Hightand for Sunday moming worship.

Years later, they are still coming to Highland to break bread and worship, From a charter
grewp of five, the group has grown 1o fifieen to twenty. Several dedicated staff members
accompany them each week on Wednesday evenings. Alter eating supper, the group and
leaders go to the Fireside Room 1o sing hymins, pray and listen to a Bible stary, Pianist Connie
Campbell leads a spirited time of singing, followed by prayer time led by Keitha. The worship
time concludes with Paul Whiteley's Bible story, & follow-up 1o the story, then chosing prayer,

Every year since 1882, the group has gane on an ovemight retreat. Most of the Friday
night 1o Saturday afternoon retreats have been at Cadarmare, Other excursions inclueded & trip
to Huber’s Farm in Southern Indiana to get pumpking. Another time the group monicked at
Sawyer Park,

The annual Chastrras parties have bean hald at Keitha's house and at tha church. A very spe-
cial Christmas party occurred in Decernber 1997 Phyllis and Chet Watson invited the specal
mmmmﬁrhﬂwrﬂmﬂmmwﬁamﬂhmmmwm
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Kaitha beligves the special neads ministry benefits both the Central State residents and

the church mamoers.

She says, ~Their coming 1o Highland on Wadnesdays gives them the opportunity to ledve
the hospital. They've come 1o know Hightand as their church, a place wihera they. balong.
Their baing here has possibly helped our membars Detter undersiand the reality of what i
means to be the body of Christ. To be the body of Christ means 10 émbrace evanyona, nol

just people who ara like you and me. "

Ower the yaars, Highland memibers have
befriended the Central State resdents in
numersus wiys, Thera have beéan many
warm smiles and gentbe grestings. John
rmiakes it 4 point evany weak during supper o
it at-the teble with. the Sanders family, Ken
Campball noticed that Bill always wears a
University of Kentucky baseball cap, Bl was
thrilled when Ken gave him a T-shinl that
hailed Kertucky's winmng the 1598 NCAA
basketball tournament. The ressdonts ang verny
appreciative of @very kindness shown them

Jube says, "1 like this church, | like evary-
body hera, 'Amazing Grace’ s my favorite
hymnn.” Central State staff member Caralyn

Mgmbers of Highland join it sang with mambars af (12 specal
naeds class dunng @ typical Wednesday night gatharing in 2005,

comments, =it means a lot for the residents 10 be able to get out in the community 1o social-
ize and worship. They really fook forward 1o coming here on Wednesdays. Thay talk a ot
about it during the week.” Pranist Connie Campbell says, "Worshiping with gur friemds on
Wednesday nights feeds my soul, | receive many blessings from baing here. | wouldn't miss
it.” Paul Whitely remarks, "Singing along with Pinlliz as she leads us sach week in singing
“If You're Happy and You Know It, Clap Your Hands' fills my heart with joy.”

What Keitha Brasler, the church and Central 5tate started in 1989 has blessed many Ives.

Personalities

Mewcomers ji:li11l:\'|.1 |1’1ﬂg|:!i|'|1i.' membsers as leaders
in the church. Sraff members, such as music
minister John Dickson, yvouth minister Lamar
Helms and associate minister Anne Smith, all
plaved significant roles in the lives of members,
The church rallied behind Smith when she

underwent major kidney surgery.

lim Hawkins, an cxecutive with the
Kentucky Baptist Convennion, staved active on
pulpic and other commirtees and in teaching
Sunday School. Lawyer Phil Collier served reg-
ularly as a deacon and his wife, music reacher
Karhy Collier, as a music leader in church.

The church also said farewell go longtime
deacons such as Frank Shouse and Bill Goodell.

Goodell’s funeral in 1990 left enduring memones
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of the numerous members who lined the chiireh
walk ourdoors as hix coffin was removed from
the building. One longtime friend, Charlie
Westray, gave the coffin an atta-boy rap with his
hamd on its way our. 39

Bab and Mary O"Connor were long active
im meal ministries and other autreaches o the
leff Street Baprist Church at Liberty and alio
followed spiritual disciplines such as those found
in the books of Thomas Merton, Keith Eiken, a
retired principal who was active as a deacon and
in other roles, also ook a wider role in the city
as a member of the Cathedral Heritape
Foundation, which began an annual Festival
of Faiths designed to foster dialogue berween

different religions

Rough Transition

Early in 1995, Christopher resigned ar High-
land o begin a long and successful tenure at
First Baptist Church in Abilene, Texas,
Seminary professor Carey Newman began
serving as interim pastor. The Search Commit-
tee recommended the hinng of Roberr W,

Guffey Jr., but in a stunning vote, only 80

Higihlangs paviormance of
Jecsespi arsd tha .-'-‘u'nazlf‘-g
Techmasolar Draamcoat
manizad the antva
cangataion and heload
haal & spif falowing 8 vore
ol 1 dcoaet @ pashoral
canidiila

percent of members approved him, below the
required 20 percent threshold. The event
plunged the church into a period of doubt and
soul-searching, prompting dialogues thar were
“helpful for the most pary, painful at times,”
wrote Scarch Committee member Jim Hawkins
av the time, “But families have to talk, [ trust it
was the beginning of a renewal of spirit among
us and a beneficial ook in the congregational
mirror.™*" Guffey, too, sent Highland a gra-
cions note, “May the brilliznce of God render
your path clear as you go, knowing that,
when Highland is ready for a pastor, God
will proside, ™
Jim England, former pastor of Deer Park

Baptist Church, began as interim at the start of
1996 and sought to lift Highland®s spirits with a
pep talk abour its strengths

I see ereative and fulfilling worship with many

people shanmg their @lents in worship leader

ship. I hear wonderful musie from the choir,

individuals and imstrumentalists. [ feel your

desire 1o press on to the things that be shead.

[ have sat in a couple of Sunday school classes

and heard discussion that stimuolates. 1 have

been with the descons ar prayer and heard
therr concemn and I am delighted 49



As has happened in the past, the church also
found healing in an artistic expression—putring
on a performance of Andrew Lloyd Webber's
Joreple and the Awazing Techmicalor Diveantcont.
The producnion, viewed as an outreach tool
to the community, mobilized the entire congre-
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CHAPTER EIGHT

195}?—20(33
“This Work of L.ove”

arly in 1997, Highland voted to hire forty-
Em‘u-}'cu-uld Joe Phelps of Austin, Texas,
as its sisteenth pastor, with 3 refreshing consen-
sus of a more than 99 percent favorable vote,
Though the church was rigorous in its search
process—hosting Phelps for 3 mal sermon and
numercs discussion groups—it was cager 1o
avind another contentious vore and w find a
posiive match with a like-manded pastoT., F|'|I:|:|'!|5.
recalled that interim [rastor ]i:l!ll F.I'I"Elﬂnl'll\_' shvved
him 1 "warmth and Christ-like presence [ that

was| evident from our first handshake, As T

FPastor Joa Phelos cultivaled the ofwrch’s sowitus!
tradifions wivo al$o Speainmng oul oF S00E! 1I85uES

entered the den of lions (aka the deacons’ meet
ing) for an evening of questions, Jim whispered,
‘Felax, voure among friends.” Throughout the
evening he smiled rexssuringly as 1 answered the
thorny questions that any charch needs to ask a
potential pastor.™® Phelps wold the congregation
laver that his father-in-law was not cager to sce
his grandchildren move from Austing asking him
that he stav unless the march was perfect.?

=%orry, Dad, this is perfect,” Phelps sad he
todd him.

There are many things about Highland that
qualify for the label “perfect.™ The worship,
The muste. The programs. The sanctuary, Yer

. more imporantly in what will be,
'J':_:Fthur we wani o be God's |:t|:l::-i:4|:, iy e
what God will do with a church wich
Highland's unique strengths when it is firmly
dedicated to carrying its unigue cross, [ ook
farward to the PaURRCY with '_I-"|.I|J.5

_[4 rm,-_|1|.'|. ey F’!!u:|pn., a father ul'ﬁ:lll'l', WAL A
native of Ohio and smodied ar Southerm
Semmary from 1976 ro 1978, He then went to

Austin 1o serve Tor six years s associate pastor of



Highland Park Baptist Church, then for another
twelve vears as founding pastor of the Church of
the Savior, a suburban Baptist congregation
affiliated with the American Baptist Churches.

Remurning to Louisville was difficulr for
Phelps, he said, precisely because his memaorics
of it had been so good.

Diriving by the seminary where 1 went o
schonl and where 1 was *born again, aain,™
was very painful, The place looked exactly as
it did when I was a seminasian eighteen years
earlier, and vet it was a togally different place,
no Jonger the place of grace and academic
inchusiveness that it once was, One of the gifts
God gave Highland was to process that

change, to grieve that change and to pick up
its head and move on, asking, “Where 8 God
leading us now? ™

As part of that quest, the church has
become known for what Phelps calls a “regional,
public voice for a more moderate, evangelical
message.” While having a strong base of
Highland residents, it alse aracts members
from as far away as Southern Indiana and
Oldham County, with more than thirty zip
codes represented in its directory.

In 1998 the church adopred a vision state-
ment aiming *to move people forward in Jesus
Christ™ through practicing spiritual disciplines,
performing ministries of justice and evangelism
and becoming a comprehensive “university™ for
spiritual formation through such things as small
groups, retreats, Bible studies and worship.

The church continued to develop a rich
liturgical tradition. Members such as Linda Gray
and Lou Ann Tler painstakingly created banners
reflecting the changing liturgical seasons.
Highland regularly observed seasons such as

"Thrir Work of Love®

Lent and Advent, from the stark Ash Wednesday
and Tenchrae services to the festive Hanging of
the Greens, when the sanctuary was decorated
with Christmas greenery and members donatesd
food, gifts and money to the needy, Ministers,
who formerly wore liturgical robes on special
occasions, began wearing them every week in an
effort to put more focus on their roles during
worship rather than individual wardrobes, and
they wrote responsorial readings and prayers of
confession. While any church history is bound
to focus on the actions of the church, less easy
to document is the inner life of a church. Both
staff and members practiced devotional disci-
plines such as spiritual direction and centering
prayer, Descons met regularly for prayer and
offered prayer for individuals after church,

The church made a policy change in 1999
when Highland chose to accept as members those
whe were baptized as believers in other churches,
whether or not by immersion. The change came
in respense (o 2 regular participant’s desire o join
the church but not to undergo what he fele would
have been an impossibility, a second baprism.
Under the new (still-current policy) Highland
still did not recognize infant baptisms, but it did
recognize the baptisms in other churches of those
obd enough to profess faith in Jesus and 1o seek
baptism, regardless of the quantity of water
involved. { Part of this decision reflected a study of
carly English Baptists and their Swiss Anabapnst
forebears, who also did not immerse at firse ) At
the same time, the church resolved to continue
baptizing only by immersion while allowing
exceptions for those with physical or psychological
barriers to immersion.

The church also conducted a three-year
capital campaign, concluded in 2001, titled
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“Celebrate the Past, Claim the Future.” Members
gave $366,936 toward such nuts-and-bolts proj-
ects as debt retirement, 3 mew air conditioner, roof
repair, computer purchases and other items.

Dialogue and Social Issues

Phelps and many members agreed on a goal
of speaking out in areas of social justice, though
not always agreeing on the details, Phelps has
often spoken our against rampant gun violence,
capital punishment, war, and economic inequalities
in an era of multinational corporations. In the

interview process, he recalled,

I tried to be clear thar part of my calling was
o stand with those who are marginalised,
thase who don't have a voice and o raise
what I consider 1o be Rible issues thar are
largely ignored by much of dght-wing or
evangelical Chnstanity—questions of social
justice and war and peace, caring for the poaor,
These to me are at the center of the Gospel, 1
think evangelical churches believe thar, but
they're focused so much on sexual issues, on
exsily identificd moral isues—drinking, gam-
bling, I understand and appreciate the contri-
bustion they make in those areas. 1 think if we
stop there, though, we've sold the Gospel far
short. . .. 1 want Highland 1o be a lesder
among the other voices.®

Other members shared these views, membsers
participated in peace rallies, prayer vigils for
murder victims and programs for distributing
gun bocks o prevent accidental shootings.

But Phelps also recognized his effort o
speak out on controversial issucs was 2 risk—
particularly if he took positions with which
many in the church disagreed, as happened
when he sharply questioned the United States’

decision to go to war in Afghanistan in a sermon

after the Seprember 11 weeronist attacks, That
sermon was followed by a series of discussions in
which people shared divergent views yet
remained committed o the church,

Anather test came when the church decided
to mowe a display of photos of the sx Highland
members killed in past wars from a seldom-used
stairway to a more prominent location i the
youth area. A commimee originally planned to
accompany the display with a plague quoting
Isaiah's prophecy of a world without war, Some
deacons, however, said at a meeting thar the
plaque amounted to 3 pacifist indictment thar
servicemen had gone to their deaths in an unjust
cause, Proponents said thar was not the intent.
“A wonderful dialogue broke out, just very spon-
tancoushy,” Phelps recalled. Afier a while, deacon
Tracy Holladay suggested a change in wording
that, as it tumed out, reflected a consensus of all
those involved. The plaque now states;

In remembering all those who have died in
the tragedy of war, we work toward God's
promise that: “They shall beat their saords
into pliwshares and their spears into pruning
hooks; Mation shall nor BR up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war anymaore.”

“Irwas an example for me [that] if we'll listen to
cach other carefully, often times the adversarial,
polarized postions that we're prone to take can
become the catalyst for the spirit of God to
work, 1o help us say something berter than we
ever would have initially,™ said Phelps,
Partcularty inspiring, he said, was that his just-
published doctoral dissertation, More Light, Less
Hear, proclaimed the possibilities of exactly that
sort of dialogue. Such dizlogues have continued
in other arcas, such as discussions on homosex-

wality and other contemporary controversies.



Oither efforts have received broader consen-
sus. In 1897 Highland began its tradition
of placing crosses on its lawn at the end of its
services on the first Sunday of Advent, one for
cach victim of violence in that yvear in Lowsville.
The stark ritual, accompanied by the harsh
hammering of the crosses into the cold ground,
contrasts with the jovful, musical celebration of
the upcoming Christmas holiday, but there is a
connection: o show solidarity with victims and
to challenge “violence as contrary to the Prince
of Peace, whose birth we celebrate.™® The serv-
ice has often drawn news coverage, and the
cemetery-like display accompanied with an
explanatory sign is seen by thousands of passing
motonsts cach day in December, Some residents
of Louisville have come to know Highland as
the church with the crosses on the lawn, recog-
nizing it for its concern for social justice,

Yet as a church in one of the safest neigh-
borhoods of the cty, Highland has had w
explore more deeply what it means to be in sol-
wlarity with the victms of violence, In 2003 i
began a partnership with Forest Missionary
Baptist Church in Mewburg, which had deale
with a rash of violence that affected ks own
members, Forest members came 1o Highland
cne Movember day wo build crosses similar o
those Highland uses, and on the same Sunday in
December, both churches pur our displavs of
crosses. In 2004 both churches helped launch a
“MNo Murders Mertro campaign,™ holding prayer
vigils at often-dangerous murder scenes in yet
another effort o proclaim the message of the
Prince of Peace. The Interdenominational
Ministerial Coaliion soon became a regular
sponsor of such vigils, Phelps and coalition pres-
ident Clay Calloway recenved the Cathedral

“This Wierk of Lore™

Hertage Foundaton’s Hearts in Harmony
Avward in 2004 for thor ccumenical solidanity
in this endeavor, and the coaliton simdlarly

honored Phelps for the work at jes 2005

Emancipation Day service.

On Mission

On Seprember 4,
2001, nime mem:
bers of the Daisy
Jester-Mary Samipson
circle of the Women's
Misionary Union ga-
thered for their final
meeting, more than
seventy-five vears after
the group’s founding
a5 separate  circles,

Participation had been I s

declining as members  Former Highland mamber Comaay

aged and found driv- Srane organized a Bapriat Habvrar for

_ _ Humanity project, in which sevaral
ing  more  difficuls. Baptst churches helped construct

Longtime member affovoable housing

Virginia Bell presided
at the meeting, attended by cleven gueses,
including retired missionaries Grundy and Jean
Janes. Phelps spoke about the history and work
of “Highland’s missions champions through the
vears.” To the end, members kept informed
abaour the mission field, with D, Maribm Sanders
presenting a ralk on her medical mission trip to
Tanzania. Members closed with praver and with
the note thar other WMU circles continued to
thrive in the church.

And in fact, many in the church kept busy
with misgon activities closs to home and far
away, Residents of Central State Hospatal—
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Investigating One’s Own Prejudices

By Kan Camphbsall
This article was pranfed in Highland's advrion of the Westem Recorder an January 17, 2000,

Aphhmphar once 'wrote, “There i a principle that is a barrier to all informiation, proof
@gainst all argument, and guaranieed to keep a man in everlasting ignorance. That
principle 1S, contempt pnor 1o investigation,”

SOMEtimes my gut reactian (o something of SomeSons s 10 automatically judge thesr posi-
fion or action Bgainst my own prefudces. Forgatting the above principla and gnang in o my
baser instinct, when membears of our church started the white crosses on the lawn and a can-
dledight vigil to remamber pecplae killed by gun viclence, my first thought was a misguided, lib-
eral bunch of dogooders engaging &h an axercise of symbolism owver substance. Probably a
group of gun control nuts whe want 1o subvert the ULS. Constitution which | balieve is the sec-
ond greatest pisce of writing after the King James Viersion of the Holy Bible.

| am baptist, conservative and republican (the kwer casa 15 intended and also note that |
sometimes forget to include Chnstan) and guns &e a politcal issus. The church should not be
involved in political issues.

But ths year | started thinking about my
grandchildran and the fact that they lve in the
harmies of gun ownars, Aesponsible gun owners,
but gun cwnars none the less. | thought about
the Tact that | hewa not been on the giving and
recenang end of gun viclence. | thought about
my friend who shot his wife and then killed
himgelf, | thought about "conternpt. prior to
INWesTiIgaton”

20 | went to the service this year to " inves-
tigate” What | heard were peophe from both
church and govarnmant who believed the com-
mandment “Thou shalt not kil that balieved the
Mew Testament commandment "Love thy naigh-
bor” and whao thaught that if we follow Christ’s
sdmanition 1o do the e, we meght accomplish
the former. The anly way to do that is 1o also follow Christ's commission to spread the Gospal.
What | didn’t hear was any plan to shred the Second Amendment

| alrasdhy knéww tha Bible and the Constitution were compatible. VWhat | realized was that
contampt and kove ara not, So it you weren't there, for whatever reason |, |, , there will b 8 sary-
i et yeds, 'l be there both bacause | believe tha Bible and love the Constitution. But I'll &sa
b thewe bocause this year | learmed a little mare about mysel, and none of us are beyond that.

Haich Sioll adds a cross dn Highlands bwn m Decambear 003,
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adulis with mental retardation—Dbecame a regu-
lar part of Highland®s Wednesday night gather-
ings, poining the church for supper and holding
a worship service as part of a ministry led by the
Rev. Keitha Brasler,

Former Highland member Conway Stone
orgamzed a Baptist Habatat for Humanity proj-
ect, seeking not only to provide affordable hous-
ing but to find a common bond berween Baprist
churches whether black or white, moderate or
comservative, To dare, seven “Bapuist houses™
have been built. Highland volunteers regularly
worked at the Jeff Street Baptisnt Community at
Liberty and supported the related Jefferson
Streer Baptist Center, which provides housing
for people with multple diagnoses of mental ill-
ness or addictions. Members volunteered in a
variety of ways—helping to saff Louisville's
homeless shelters on bitger nighes, ushenng at a
2001 Billy Graham erusade, raising funds for the
Fentucky Baptist Homes for Children’s preg:
nancyadoption  program and aiding a new
Hispanic congregation in Spencer County
started by former Highland outreach minister
Carlos de [ Barra, Church youth did socal out-
reaches at a homeless shelwer and spent a week in
Mada, Kentucky, as part of the Cooperative
Baptiss Fellowship®s program to aid the poorest
rural eounties in the United States.

The church renovated a house next to the
sanctuary ar 2120 Grinsread {which it had pur-
chased in the 1970s, sold in the 1980s, then
repurchased in 1992 ) and leased it for four years
as a rransitional home for residents under the
care of the Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children, who were prepanng for independent
lives. The building was formally dedicated as

the “Jeanne Foree House," in honor of a late

TTTeir Wordk of Lowe™

member whose beguest o Highland was used
to fund renovations to the house.

In 2001, Highland and numerous other
churches in Loubsville sponsored the arrival of 125
Sudanese refugees known as the “Lost Boys.”
They had survived a harrowing journey an foot
across their war-torm homeland before spending
much of their childhood in
refugee camps in Ethiopia
and Kenya. Highland spon-
sored four of the men:
Abraham Angol, James
Mangui, John Nyieth and
William Ruei. Highland
members spent many hours
helping set up an apart-
ment for them in the South

End, teaching them ameni-
ties from house keys o

Highlamd wacormad fowr
Sidaness refugeas i 2000
Clockwise from e Wiiliam
Ruai, John Nwath, James

stoves that were foreign (o
their experience bur 1o
which they adapted quickly.
Their transition was diffi- s

cult at times, but their determination to succeed
in the United States led them to Rurther their
education even as they worked full-time pots, All
of them ook General Educational Development
classes and some took other classes, After work-
ing for a few months in a manufacturing plant,
the four got jobs transporting patents at
Morton Hospital. Amid wornes about their
gaferty in  their neighborhood, Highland
arranged for them to move to the Foree House
after the KBHC lease expired. The men worked
long hours and developed friendships outside
of church, but one or two would often atend
services on a typical Sunday morning. Soon after

they arrived, they and many other Sudanese

Mangul, and Abraham Ango!
in 2004, ihe church mourned
wihan Mangu was murtered
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refugees visived Highland as a group and
joyfully sang hymns in English and their native
Dinka language.

Several Highland members also undertook
individual efforrs in the ficlds of missions and
humanitarian care. Ginny Sims made regular,
lengthy trips to Romania wo work as a nurse.
John and Marilyn Sanders, retired doctors worlk-
ing for the Baprist Medical Dental Fellowship,
visited places as diverse as Tanzania, Yemen and
China, providing rraining and giving missionary
doctors some much-needed rest. Their reports
to the church from refugee camps and other
places underscored the depth of medical needs
throughout the wordd, while John Sanders’s
watercolors of forcign scenes emphasized his
keen respect for these people groups, Grundy
Janes regularly ook Georgetown College
students to Chile for short-term mission trips.

Im 2002 Sara Belcher, a student at Wheaton
College who grew up amending Highland, spent
six months in Kenya. She worked as 3 teacher
and leamed to adjust o a radically simpler
lifestyle in which running water was unavailable
and children had so linde to play with that even
a discarded pen could become a v The goal of
the program that sent her was o challenge
voung Christians to consider what their faith
demands of them in response 1o a world of
inequality and need. Sara was especially moved
by the plight of AIDS orphans and chose a con-
crete goal—to raise funds o cnable fwo
ormphaned girls to pay the twition meeded to
complete their high school education. She gave
such 2 moving presentation o a Wednesday
night gathering that the normally fidgety ele-
mentary school children were rransfized, with

one asking, “What can we do o help these

children right now?!™ The boy began conrribue-
ing our of his own savings. Such efforts

prompted this feigned alarm in one newslerrer:

WARNING!
TEACHING CHILDREN TO LOVE AND
FOLLOW JESUS MAY ACTUALLY RESULT
IN THEM DOING SO

The ncwsletter included articles on Sara
Belcher's work and on member Kristen
Connclly, newly commissioned as a missionary
by the Cooperative Raptist Fellowship, to serve
in Highland’s latest area of mission focus,
the Ballcans.

A Partnership with Albanians

Encouraged by the Cooperative Baprist
Fellowship (CEF) to concentrate missions
efforts on a particular people group, Highland
chose in 2001 to fwm partneships with the
Albanian people, a mostl Mustim and secular
group in an impoverished part of the Balkans.
Highland began working closely with CBF
missionaries Rick and Martha Shaw, who were
based in Macedonia, where Albanians were a
large minority, and worked regularly in Kosova,
where Albanians had been targeted by a brural
Serb campaign of ethaie cleansing that was
halted by MNATO intervention in 1999,

One focus of the work was the Way of
Salvation Baptist Church of Rahovee, Kosova,
founded by Eliza Durguti, an Albanian woman
who accepted Jesus at a refugee camp during the
1999 war. It is a sapling in a scorched forest,”
wrote Phil Collicr, a task force member who has
studied the Albanian language and visited the



site, Groups of Highland members such as Mart
Ridge, Geoff Hale, John Bell and Bob and Scort
Belcher traveled to Kosova o help build the
church; others such a5 Term Connolly and
Angela Dennison brought textbooks (purchased
with 540,000 rased by Highland and other
churches), warm clothes and other and to
Albanians in Macedonia, In 2004 hospice
chaplains Jim England and Kirk Hall joaned
other Lowsville hospice workers in helping train
medical professionals in Macedonia to do home
hospice care,

“These Albanians have been touched by
the power of Jesus Chnst, a power above all

hate, all hopelessness, all hunger and thirss,”

play  their  traditional
:|n|.|:~i4.!.:|.'| INARrUMEnits and
teach  the Americans
somc folk dancing steps,
[ the summer of 2004
they rraded lessons in
English and Albanian,
Following a long
tradicion at Hiﬂhh:l:u.], a
group of women formed
A new mussonary crcle
v support the work,
ramed for Martha Shaw.
l.funm::-”}'
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Hyphiang works regularly wilh
Ak ang Martha Shaw;
missionanas fo the Albamian
paooda & the Balkans
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Collier wrote 8 necds of Albanians char afier graduating from

At the Shaws" urging, Highland expanded caollege, she deferred her graduare soudics in
its outreach, making contacts with the Albanian the ficld of physical therapy program for one
refugee community Bving in Lowisville. They vear po live in Macedonia and reach English as
began gathering for annual pre-Thanksgiving a second language.

|m;.1||5 at the |.'|||.|:|'|.'J1.I where the Albainians would
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Hiphland mambears, local residants and missionary Rick Shaw gather

puiside the Way of Satvaron Baptist Church in Rahoves. Kesova, Members
have tskan trins to ol constuct the church,

E¥za Durguty foumded the Wiy of Sahation
Baptist Church in Aafwwec, Kosow,
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Staft Changes

Highland underwent several staff changes after
1997 bur was able to maintain both a wnified
and highly qualified leadership team. After Anne
Smith left as associate pastor in 1998, Nina
Maples became the church's assocate pastor of
family life, Raised in Tennessee in a Cumberland
Presbvrerian church, she and her husband,
Bruce, worked as school teachers. She later
attended Southern Seminary, worked at vanous
churches and became the first woman ordained
at Hurstbourne Baprist Church, Ar Highland,
her work incduded educanon, children’s pro-
grams, counseling and leading worship.

John Dickson resigned as music minister after
ffteen vears of service to beoome dircctor of
choral activaees ab Texas Tech Universiny. Dickson,
the last Southern Seminary professor at Highland,
had taught at its School of Music, In 2000, how-
ever, he returned from a sabbatical and concluded
he could not remaimn ar “a masic school severely
depleted of singers and with litthe hope of a
rewarding future for a cheral conductor. As much
as I have worked o resst the pobines, the

insevitable had finally arrived and we knew we had

no choice but to leave.™ Ar Highland he left
behind a solid music program that was on full dis-
play at his Brewell service, at which the choir was
acoompanicd by a beass seprer with timpani. The
service ncluded performances from John Ruomer’s
Te Denm, Andrew Lloyd Webber's Reguiens and
ather works, In his farewell letter, Dickson wrose
of his apprecation for a church that could
“embrace thoughtful, structured worship and
both choral and congregational music of sub-
stance and integrity while mainraining an active
vision for missions, outreach and evangelism, ™10

John Hollins, a singer, organist and con-
dwetor, succeeded Dickson for a yvear and then
also took a faculty position at Texas Tech,
Another former Highland organist, Jonathan
Crutchfield, returned in 2002 as the new minis-
ter of music.!! He continued the church's
strong musical radition, leading a choir that
would be the envy of many larger churches.
Karhy Collier, as assistant minister of muosic and
cantor during worship, also helped shape the
church’s weekly music and linargy.

Lyvle Edwards became associate pastor for

students, leading youth on retreats and missions

Lerfl: Assocane pastor for students Lyfe Edwads spaaks o 8 youth growg gatheving
Rigtat; Highland teens argarized and fed @ reguler sandce bnown as That Yoath rshio Thing



Sratf mambars pake same fun at themsehes in
rriugieal paredy af 8 Chistmas banguel. From jaft are
Mg Maples, associela pastor of fanily life; Lide
Edveadds, sRancdie pastor of siudants. Jos Phealps,
pirglar; and Karhy Cofler, sassiant mmister of music.

trips. He helped them start a contemporary serv-
ice known for a while as That Youth Worship
Thing. Scveral youth participated in the
Fellowship of Chrstan Athletes ar their high
schools and in varous outreaches, A Courder-
Jowrnal article, for example, cited the work of
Faor Hagan, whe teamed up with church deacon
Phoebe Delamarter to help mentor a sixth
grader. “Tt was all about the sixth-grader in the
beginning, but I got something from it too. It's
made me aware thar even if you don’t know it,
vou are contributing o what others think and
l"ﬂ::lny; a role model,” Kor said, adding thar
Delamarter was her own role model. “She’s
somebody 1 can really look up ro and admire. ™14

Sl members have repearedly said how
they feel energized working at Highland.
“About once a week we'll remind each other
what a great place this is o serve as 1 minister,”
Mhelps said. “The church has high expecrations
for the presentation of the Gospel, for how we
do church, for the programs we offer, yet at the
same time they're very gracious, they under-
stand we're human, they understand we have

private lives, family lives.” 13

TThir Work of Lawe™

Character and Personalinies
of the Church

Highland fulfilled its goal of finding a new iden-
ury bevond a seminary church, reaching an array
of people in felds incleding social services,
manistry, nonpeofit management, b, jowrnal-
b and medicine.

In face, "Highland Bapgist Church™ could
SEEVE &t O IfTWer o the |.'r|:'.|'|.':|!||'|i.!| LElJI:'SIiI.'IdI..
“Wheo mumisters o ministersd™ Durng a Pastoral
Care Week an 2000, Highland recognized a
lengthy list of members thar included cight chap-
lains and forgy-two others working in pastoral
counscling, social work and other ministey ficlds.
A few examples suggest the range of their work
but only begin vo scrarch the surtace: Mary Burks
Price, who works a5 a MNoroon Hespical chaplain
amed trains students in clinical pastoral educaron;
Heidi Stoll, a police chaplain who also ministers
through the Christian Motoroycle Association;
David Ramsey, a U5, Army chaplaing and Scott
Hedges, a psyvchiatrist ar Seven Countes Servioes,

Teachers, lawyers, and other professionals
are also members, as are many women with pro-
fessional careers, Business owners and entrepre-
neurs are less numerous than they were in past
generations but still active in the congregation.

Anmy summary of Highland's community
inevitably omits many people who have miade
many quict contnbutions. But a short lst s
im order.

Betsy Meill has worked as church financial
secretary for twenty years, defily managing
books from a time when practically the only
machine in the office was one that produced
maihing labels, to a fully wired office with com-

puters, copiers and other eguipment. {Highland
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aleo launched 3 Web site in the 1990s.) Andria
Hester, a5 communications secretary for five
years, adds o an office staff thar is both profes-
sional and welcoming.

Sharon Sanders and John Gribbins, past
ministers of vouth, continue o be active as vol-
unreers in thar field, Chris Sanders, who is active
in labor organizing, has used effecrive speakers
and cutresch programs 1o sensitize membsers 1o
economic inequalities.

Steve Brown, affectionately known as the
resident Pharisee for holding the church o
Roberry” Rudes of Ovder in his longrime role as
clerk, regularly reaches Bible classes and con-
rributes 3 powerful bass voice w the choir,
Highland members gathered for a relevision
party in 2000 1o watch him tum a respectable
performance on the hit wrivia show Whe Wane
to be @ Millionaire? He and his wife, Margie
Brown, who proved her menle as 2 former
Yellow Cab driver on the streets of Louisville,
raised four sons and regularky plan dramaric skirs
for church services. Margie Brown is also active
in social-justice issues and coordinares ushers
cach Sunday.

Swsan Pierce has put her financial expen-
ence to work on the Finance Committee and has
served as a deacon. Tracy Holladay, executive
director of Cabbage Patch Settlement House in
Lowisalle, which provides vouth and family
services, has served on virtwally every church
body from the Board of Deacons to pulpit and
capital campaign committees, Dan Miller, in
addition v his work on finance and other com-
mittees of the church, served as executive direc-
tor of the WHAS Crusade for Children before
becoming vice president of development at
Georgetown College, Larry Tomes had helped

Membars wailch ceremonies launching the
rangvation of the Fallowship Hall in 2008 Fram
loft are Ed Lotze, Dawd Frank, Edith Hoaing and
Harrist Rabertson

plan the v of Lowsville’s first-anniversary
commemorations of the September 11 attacks
but was badly injured in a fall before that dare,
Members rallied with prayers and other support
during his recovery from a coma,

Dons Hombuckle has served as chair of
deacons and i numercus other roles. Rick
Finklea has kept busy organizing everything
from computer systems to liturgies vo the chil-
dren's handbell choir, Durng one service, he
garmcly saldicred on even as one over-enthusiastic
member of a children’s choir leapr from a nser
ants his back. Teh Gardner has worked in areas
ranging from the sanctuary choie, 1o the Joan
Surron WMU circle, 1o the finance and pastoral
search committecs.

Leon Smith wisited Highland daily as the
church's Mr. Fis-Ir, making sure that everything
from lightbulbs to plumbing to air conditioning
were working. Sam Newland has been 3 member
of the church since 1966, regularly participaring
in choir and making sure doors are unlocked and
locked as meeded.

Longtime member Ralph Logan died in
1999, The son of carly Highland member Marvel
Mills Logan—a 1.5, senator and state attorney
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September 11, Terrorism and Irag

Highland joined the wordd in shock and dismay
over the Seprember 11, 2001, artacks thae
killed thousands in New York, Washingron and
Pennsylvania. Phelps recalls seeing the nightmare
unfild on a television while oo retrear at the tran-
quil 5t. Meinrad Archabbey in Southern Indiana.
He piled his bags in the car and quickly drove
back o Highland, where plans for an imprompu
evening service were already under way. The day
was especially poignant because his older daugh-
ter lived i Manhattan, and it took some time for
him to receive the news thar she was safe,

The service had no printed order, but mem-
bers prayed, read Bible verses, sang hymns of
hope, ook turns speaking ar the microphone
and concluded with the hymn, “Iv Is Well with
My Soul.™ “We just were together as the peaple
of God,” Phelps recalled !5 “The following

“This Wark of Lowe™

Sunday, the church was packed again with many
seeking solace and understanding. Dozens of
candles flickered in the front of the church s
the choir sang of peace, “1 have an overwhelm-
ing sense of pesce today from my faith in God,®
one member, Amy Pacyga, quietdy twold a TV
news crew outiide the service. “Just knowing
that God is the only thing in this world that
hasn't changed, 16

In his sermon, Phelps forcefully challenged
the widespread amumption that the United
States needed o go to war, “Never in my life
have I felt 0 out of step with the culture around

me,” he later wrore,

In the same breath that our leaders acknowl-
cdge thar a war against terrodism will be
hoenific, protracted, and basically unwinnable,
we are also being told we “must™ go 1o war,
The same sentiment is everywhere. “God
bless America®™ becomes a battle cry, insicad
of petitiom, The stars and stripes become . | |
a bartle flag. There i another Way, and it is
our call o name it alowd, with all our heart,
soutl, mind and serengeh. 17

Many members, however, supported the
American war to overthrow the Taliban regime
that had sheltered terrorist cells in Afghandstan.
Participant Scott Hedges noted after one dia-
logue on war and peace: “For each one of us,
Chrisy calls us o be in different places. Bue, we
are also called o work out our faich in comamu-
mity: stable, gentle, prayerful and forgiving with
cach other,™ 13

A senous national debate also preceded the
U, invasion of Trag in 2003, Highland hosted
a speaker, University of Louisville professor
Okbazghi Yohannes, who said unintended con-

sequences could follow an invasion, such as a
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site, Groups of Highland members such as Mart
Ridge, Geoff Hale, John Bell and Bob and Scort
Belcher traveled to Kosova o help build the
church; others such a5 Term Connolly and
Angela Dennison brought textbooks (purchased
with 540,000 rased by Highland and other
churches), warm clothes and other and to
Albanians in Macedonia, In 2004 hospice
chaplains Jim England and Kirk Hall joaned
other Lowsville hospice workers in helping train
medical professionals in Macedonia to do home
hospice care,

“These Albanians have been touched by
the power of Jesus Chnst, a power above all

hate, all hopelessness, all hunger and thirss,”

play  their  traditional
:|n|.|:~i4.!.:|.'| INARrUMEnits and
teach  the Americans
somc folk dancing steps,
[ the summer of 2004
they rraded lessons in
English and Albanian,
Following a long
tradicion at Hiﬂhh:l:u.], a
group of women formed
A new mussonary crcle
v support the work,
ramed for Martha Shaw.
l.funm::-”}'

K:n:q.tr:n

W &3 |:'n11'|.'|..1.1 l'l:.' the

“Thes Work of Lowe™

Hyphiang works regularly wilh
Ak ang Martha Shaw;
missionanas fo the Albamian
paooda & the Balkans
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Collier wrote 8 necds of Albanians char afier graduating from

At the Shaws" urging, Highland expanded caollege, she deferred her graduare soudics in
its outreach, making contacts with the Albanian the ficld of physical therapy program for one
refugee community Bving in Lowisville. They vear po live in Macedonia and reach English as
began gathering for annual pre-Thanksgiving a second language.

|m;.1||5 at the |.'|||.|:|'|.'J1.I where the Albainians would
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Hiphland mambears, local residants and missionary Rick Shaw gather

puiside the Way of Satvaron Baptist Church in Rahoves. Kesova, Members
have tskan trins to ol constuct the church,

E¥za Durguty foumded the Wiy of Sahation
Baptist Church in Aafwwec, Kosow,
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Staft Changes

Highland underwent several staff changes after
1997 bur was able to maintain both a wnified
and highly qualified leadership team. After Anne
Smith left as associate pastor in 1998, Nina
Maples became the church's assocate pastor of
family life, Raised in Tennessee in a Cumberland
Presbvrerian church, she and her husband,
Bruce, worked as school teachers. She later
attended Southern Seminary, worked at vanous
churches and became the first woman ordained
at Hurstbourne Baprist Church, Ar Highland,
her work incduded educanon, children’s pro-
grams, counseling and leading worship.

John Dickson resigned as music minister after
ffteen vears of service to beoome dircctor of
choral activaees ab Texas Tech Universiny. Dickson,
the last Southern Seminary professor at Highland,
had taught at its School of Music, In 2000, how-
ever, he returned from a sabbatical and concluded
he could not remaimn ar “a masic school severely
depleted of singers and with litthe hope of a
rewarding future for a cheral conductor. As much
as I have worked o resst the pobines, the

insevitable had finally arrived and we knew we had

no choice but to leave.™ Ar Highland he left
behind a solid music program that was on full dis-
play at his Brewell service, at which the choir was
acoompanicd by a beass seprer with timpani. The
service ncluded performances from John Ruomer’s
Te Denm, Andrew Lloyd Webber's Reguiens and
ather works, In his farewell letter, Dickson wrose
of his apprecation for a church that could
“embrace thoughtful, structured worship and
both choral and congregational music of sub-
stance and integrity while mainraining an active
vision for missions, outreach and evangelism, ™10

John Hollins, a singer, organist and con-
dwetor, succeeded Dickson for a yvear and then
also took a faculty position at Texas Tech,
Another former Highland organist, Jonathan
Crutchfield, returned in 2002 as the new minis-
ter of music.!! He continued the church's
strong musical radition, leading a choir that
would be the envy of many larger churches.
Karhy Collier, as assistant minister of muosic and
cantor during worship, also helped shape the
church’s weekly music and linargy.

Lyvle Edwards became associate pastor for

students, leading youth on retreats and missions

Lerfl: Assocane pastor for students Lyfe Edwads spaaks o 8 youth growg gatheving
Rigtat; Highland teens argarized and fed @ reguler sandce bnown as That Yoath rshio Thing



Sratf mambars pake same fun at themsehes in
rriugieal paredy af 8 Chistmas banguel. From jaft are
Mg Maples, associela pastor of fanily life; Lide
Edveadds, sRancdie pastor of siudants. Jos Phealps,
pirglar; and Karhy Cofler, sassiant mmister of music.

trips. He helped them start a contemporary serv-
ice known for a while as That Youth Worship
Thing. Scveral youth participated in the
Fellowship of Chrstan Athletes ar their high
schools and in varous outreaches, A Courder-
Jowrnal article, for example, cited the work of
Faor Hagan, whe teamed up with church deacon
Phoebe Delamarter to help mentor a sixth
grader. “Tt was all about the sixth-grader in the
beginning, but I got something from it too. It's
made me aware thar even if you don’t know it,
vou are contributing o what others think and
l"ﬂ::lny; a role model,” Kor said, adding thar
Delamarter was her own role model. “She’s
somebody 1 can really look up ro and admire. ™14

Sl members have repearedly said how
they feel energized working at Highland.
“About once a week we'll remind each other
what a great place this is o serve as 1 minister,”
Mhelps said. “The church has high expecrations
for the presentation of the Gospel, for how we
do church, for the programs we offer, yet at the
same time they're very gracious, they under-
stand we're human, they understand we have

private lives, family lives.” 13

TThir Work of Lawe™

Character and Personalinies
of the Church

Highland fulfilled its goal of finding a new iden-
ury bevond a seminary church, reaching an array
of people in felds incleding social services,
manistry, nonpeofit management, b, jowrnal-
b and medicine.

In face, "Highland Bapgist Church™ could
SEEVE &t O IfTWer o the |.'r|:'.|'|.':|!||'|i.!| LElJI:'SIiI.'IdI..
“Wheo mumisters o ministersd™ Durng a Pastoral
Care Week an 2000, Highland recognized a
lengthy list of members thar included cight chap-
lains and forgy-two others working in pastoral
counscling, social work and other ministey ficlds.
A few examples suggest the range of their work
but only begin vo scrarch the surtace: Mary Burks
Price, who works a5 a MNoroon Hespical chaplain
amed trains students in clinical pastoral educaron;
Heidi Stoll, a police chaplain who also ministers
through the Christian Motoroycle Association;
David Ramsey, a U5, Army chaplaing and Scott
Hedges, a psyvchiatrist ar Seven Countes Servioes,

Teachers, lawyers, and other professionals
are also members, as are many women with pro-
fessional careers, Business owners and entrepre-
neurs are less numerous than they were in past
generations but still active in the congregation.

Anmy summary of Highland's community
inevitably omits many people who have miade
many quict contnbutions. But a short lst s
im order.

Betsy Meill has worked as church financial
secretary for twenty years, defily managing
books from a time when practically the only
machine in the office was one that produced
maihing labels, to a fully wired office with com-

puters, copiers and other eguipment. {Highland
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aleo launched 3 Web site in the 1990s.) Andria
Hester, a5 communications secretary for five
years, adds o an office staff thar is both profes-
sional and welcoming.

Sharon Sanders and John Gribbins, past
ministers of vouth, continue o be active as vol-
unreers in thar field, Chris Sanders, who is active
in labor organizing, has used effecrive speakers
and cutresch programs 1o sensitize membsers 1o
economic inequalities.

Steve Brown, affectionately known as the
resident Pharisee for holding the church o
Roberry” Rudes of Ovder in his longrime role as
clerk, regularly reaches Bible classes and con-
rributes 3 powerful bass voice w the choir,
Highland members gathered for a relevision
party in 2000 1o watch him tum a respectable
performance on the hit wrivia show Whe Wane
to be @ Millionaire? He and his wife, Margie
Brown, who proved her menle as 2 former
Yellow Cab driver on the streets of Louisville,
raised four sons and regularky plan dramaric skirs
for church services. Margie Brown is also active
in social-justice issues and coordinares ushers
cach Sunday.

Swsan Pierce has put her financial expen-
ence to work on the Finance Committee and has
served as a deacon. Tracy Holladay, executive
director of Cabbage Patch Settlement House in
Lowisalle, which provides vouth and family
services, has served on virtwally every church
body from the Board of Deacons to pulpit and
capital campaign committees, Dan Miller, in
addition v his work on finance and other com-
mittees of the church, served as executive direc-
tor of the WHAS Crusade for Children before
becoming vice president of development at
Georgetown College, Larry Tomes had helped

Membars wailch ceremonies launching the
rangvation of the Fallowship Hall in 2008 Fram
loft are Ed Lotze, Dawd Frank, Edith Hoaing and
Harrist Rabertson

plan the v of Lowsville’s first-anniversary
commemorations of the September 11 attacks
but was badly injured in a fall before that dare,
Members rallied with prayers and other support
during his recovery from a coma,

Dons Hombuckle has served as chair of
deacons and i numercus other roles. Rick
Finklea has kept busy organizing everything
from computer systems to liturgies vo the chil-
dren's handbell choir, Durng one service, he
garmcly saldicred on even as one over-enthusiastic
member of a children’s choir leapr from a nser
ants his back. Teh Gardner has worked in areas
ranging from the sanctuary choie, 1o the Joan
Surron WMU circle, 1o the finance and pastoral
search committecs.

Leon Smith wisited Highland daily as the
church's Mr. Fis-Ir, making sure that everything
from lightbulbs to plumbing to air conditioning
were working. Sam Newland has been 3 member
of the church since 1966, regularly participaring
in choir and making sure doors are unlocked and
locked as meeded.

Longtime member Ralph Logan died in
1999, The son of carly Highland member Marvel
Mills Logan—a 1.5, senator and state attorney



general—Ralph
Logan was baptized
at  Highland  in
1920 by furure
Southern Seminary
president John R
Sampey. He taughe
Sunday Schoal for
decades ar High-

Ralph Logan, scive for

decadas ar Highland ang land and, with his
n socut! purasches. died wifie, Katherine, was
in 1895,

a stalwart member
of the church. He alse had a long carcer in the
law, served as a family and circuit courr judge,
established a probation program for defendants
and was active in cfforts to provide housing and

fight poverty in Louisville, 14

September 11, Terrorism and Irag

Highland joined the wordd in shock and dismay
over the Seprember 11, 2001, artacks thae
killed thousands in New York, Washingron and
Pennsylvania. Phelps recalls seeing the nightmare
unfild on a television while oo retrear at the tran-
quil 5t. Meinrad Archabbey in Southern Indiana.
He piled his bags in the car and quickly drove
back o Highland, where plans for an imprompu
evening service were already under way. The day
was especially poignant because his older daugh-
ter lived i Manhattan, and it took some time for
him to receive the news thar she was safe,

The service had no printed order, but mem-
bers prayed, read Bible verses, sang hymns of
hope, ook turns speaking ar the microphone
and concluded with the hymn, “Iv Is Well with
My Soul.™ “We just were together as the peaple
of God,” Phelps recalled !5 “The following

“This Wark of Lowe™

Sunday, the church was packed again with many
seeking solace and understanding. Dozens of
candles flickered in the front of the church s
the choir sang of peace, “1 have an overwhelm-
ing sense of pesce today from my faith in God,®
one member, Amy Pacyga, quietdy twold a TV
news crew outiide the service. “Just knowing
that God is the only thing in this world that
hasn't changed, 16

In his sermon, Phelps forcefully challenged
the widespread amumption that the United
States needed o go to war, “Never in my life
have I felt 0 out of step with the culture around

me,” he later wrore,

In the same breath that our leaders acknowl-
cdge thar a war against terrodism will be
hoenific, protracted, and basically unwinnable,
we are also being told we “must™ go 1o war,
The same sentiment is everywhere. “God
bless America®™ becomes a battle cry, insicad
of petitiom, The stars and stripes become . | |
a bartle flag. There i another Way, and it is
our call o name it alowd, with all our heart,
soutl, mind and serengeh. 17

Many members, however, supported the
American war to overthrow the Taliban regime
that had sheltered terrorist cells in Afghandstan.
Participant Scott Hedges noted after one dia-
logue on war and peace: “For each one of us,
Chrisy calls us o be in different places. Bue, we
are also called o work out our faich in comamu-
mity: stable, gentle, prayerful and forgiving with
cach other,™ 13

A senous national debate also preceded the
U, invasion of Trag in 2003, Highland hosted
a speaker, University of Louisville professor
Okbazghi Yohannes, who said unintended con-

sequences could follow an invasion, such as a
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fanatically religious government taking power in
Iraq. Some members took part in peace vigils
that regularly lined Bardstown Road. Others,
however, saw the case for war 1o overthrow a
brutal dictator who had used weapons of mass
destruction on his own and other people.'?

People on all sides came together for a serv-
ice ar Highland on the might the war started.
A large magazine photo of Iragi Chrstians was
displayed ar the front entrance. They sang hymns
that included “It Came Upon the Midnight
Clear,™ normaily sung at Christmas, with its plea

“He Is Risen™
By Par Ramscy
The follewing article was publiched in Highland’s edition of the Western Recorder on

Nowember 13, 2001, as the church and the nation were still procesing the trawma of ty
September 11 tervorist attacks.

This'pasmmh.atmanrmrsanﬂnﬂmmrmu.Imndanna-:iim”waﬂm-
istic statements of my ife. Standing at the back door talking to Rick and Jos, | sad, "Ewil
is stronger than lova” Parhaps at oné of the Iowest moments in oy lifie, | meant it | felt like
John the Baptist, when he was imprisoned and depressed, sending word to Jesus. “Ae you
the Christ?”™ ...

In the deapest part of my soul | know nothing is as strong as love. Anyone who thinks
avil s stronger does not balieve in thi resurrection.

This weak | remambered another time when | had similar thoughts. | was at the ballpark
watching the Highland Baptist boys playing softball. *Dud you hear about Larry Coleman? He dead
thils week” | was stunned, My pravers, said with such faith, were 1o keen him afve. | remem-
bered standing with Lamy months before, trying to calm his fears as he got ready to lesve for
Vietnam, He had been in my youth class and he had bean acting erazy and 50 unlike himself,

Whan we were alone he said, ) am so afraid” | saw the fear and recognized his ciown-
g arcund as a way to deal with it. We talked a long time. | could not forget the feas in his
eyes. Every time | prayed for him | saw his eyes.

The weakend | fourd out about his death my family and | were going to a8 folk music fes-
tival a1 & state park. The nation in a few short years had expenenced many assassinations. our
presigent, Dr. King and than on Juna 5, 1968, Roban Kennedy, 10 days before Larmry died. |
fait the warld was in 1otal chaos. | knew many young men and woman who had gona to war
but | krew Larry personally. My tamily went swimming and heking but | could not gat out of
bed. | was 50 depressed.

Wa returned home on Sunday énd on Monday morming | arose very early, before dayight.
| was the only person awake in my house, as my family slapt soundly upstairs.

| took my coffes 1o the living room. | was passing the stainwedl and leoked up into it.
was vary dark and suddenty | heard, as if for the first time, "Ha is not here. He is nisen”

The resurmection was new again to me in a healing way. | was treating the entire situation
as if God were dead. as i evil were stronger than love. |t is not and never will be.



for peace. “I have other things 1 need o be
doing, but I just wanted to be with the commu-
nity,” said one member, Beth Hedges. 20

Ecumenical and Interfaith Efforts

These global events, in which religious extrem-
wm was such a factor, underscored the growing
need for understanding between members of
different faiths. Highland became active in the
Kentuckiana Interfaith Communiry, 2 coalition of
Chnstians, Jews, Muslims and Baha'is that was a
acessor o the old Lousville Area Councl of
Churches. The church abso participated with a
booth ar the Cathedral Heritage Foundation's
annual Festval of Faiths. Members who were
already experienced in such dialogues helped fos-
ter these programs, including Keith Eiken, long
active with the Cathedral Hentage Foundation,
and Roy Fuller, a religion professor at area col-
feges who also served for 2 time as executive
derector of the Kentuckiana Interfaith Community.
One expression of this concern came with
the choral performance in Qctober 2001 of
Songs af Wisdoms from O Turtle, based on a
children’s book in which varous parts of creation
insist that God is like them—a wind, a rock, a
star, a sound. The message, said music director
Tohn Hollins, is “thar we humans only sce the
vast beauty of God when we join together w
articulare what we each see separately,*21
Highland held a summer education pro-
gram about various religions, hosting speakers
who exphined their faiths and then holding dis-
cussion groups in which members discussed the
proper Christian response to them, In 2002,
when former Southern Baptist president Jerry
Vines declared that Islam was founded by a

“This Work of Love™

“demon-possessed  pedophile™ 1o the full
approval of current Southern Baptist leaders,
Highland staff and deacons issued a public stare-
ment o “renounce and reject™ such comments,
urging “respectful dialogue with other people
of faith.m22

Phelps said the goal fir with Highland's his-
toric cffort to both prochaim the Christian faith
and fosrer tolerance.

To have 4 comversation with a rabbi or with a
Mushm, respectfully—and 1o learn from them
and to have an opportunity to hear their wit-
ness 1o how God s revealed 1o them and then
also to bear our wimess—is absolutcly cssen-
tial in this day and age. | will never be oae
who ends up with the moral relativism tha
says, “Hey, it's all the same.™ OF course it's
mat the same, Bur there are elements we can
respect and we can bear our witness 1o the
Giospel without having oo crtictze others, and
that ko me is essential 23

New Bapust Relatnons

By the late 1990s, virtwally no Southern
Seminary students were artending Highland—
down from a figure of about 200 in the Paul
Duke era of the mid-1980s—and John Dickson
was the last professor remaining at the church,
By then, however, Highland was working to
forge new Baptist partnerships. The church
imcreased its involvement with the Cooperative
Baprist Fellowship, through which it sent most
of its mission-support dollars. Members regu-
tarly attended CBF conventions, including one
that met in Lowisville in 1997, and they were
ingpired by former President Jimmy Carter's
admomition at the 2001 convention that “jt is
time to move on as Christians and Baptists, just
following Jesus."2 Highland also became a
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charter supporter of the new Baptist Seminary
of Kentucky, a small bur growing school meet-
ing in Lexington that had ties vo the CBF and its
state chapter,

Highland also remained active with the
Kenmucky Baptist Convention, which continued
1o be hospitable 1o both conservatives and miod-
erates into the early vears of the new century,
although some saw it as aligning ever closer o
the Southern Baptist Convention, The church
also  supported  specific  causes such as
Georgetown College. By belonging to the stare
convention, Highland also remained technically
a member of the Southern Baptist Convention.
But Highland symbeolically cut it ties w the
convention in 2003 by replacing the only
explicit reference to it in its bylaws—a section
on the procedure for electing messengers 1o its
annual mecting—with more general language.
The bylaw now reads:

HBC is affiliated in mission and ministry with
various local, state, and narional Baptist
organizations. HBC may also network in spe-
cific ways with other faith-based organizations
o fulfill its mission of evangelism, peacemak-
ing and social justice. The views of any of
these larger bodies with which HBEC s affili-
ared should not be conatrued to represent the
views of HEC or its members.

Highland members did still keep mack of
Southern  Baprist
Convention and vosced their dissent when the
denomination adopted an article of faith in 1998
that wives should “submit graciously™ m their
hushands. Margie Brown rold The Coanricrs
Jewrsad that those who disagree with such stances

developments im0 the

almost *have o give a disclaimer every time you
say you're Baptis,” while Kathy Belcher worried

about the implications of such a policy. “There
are women in the church who've taken thar so
literally that they've stayed with an abusive rela-
tionship because they feel like . . . that's what
they're supposed to do. There are Bmits. ™

The SBC revolution culminated in 2000
with the adoption of a revised Bapaise Faith and
Message that also enshrined opposition o
women ministers as an article of faith, 1o the cha-
grin of many at Highland, *Jesus was always sup-
portive of women,™ commented Nina Maples ar
the time, “There were women who prophesied,
women who were deaconesses.”?% In other
notable revisions, the convention removed a
clause stating thar “the criterion by which the
Bible is tor be interpreted s Jesus Chirist,” saving
it had been misused to justify any belief by claim-
ing Jesus would have endorsed ir: opponents
argued vainly that such changes were replacing a
worship of the living God with a fundamentalise
worship of 2 book. The convention also defined
religious freedom in more plural than individual
terms, citing the need for “doctrinal accountabal-
ity,™ while critics saw the effort as an un-Baptist
tile toward group control and away from free-
dom of conscience. Highland was hardly alose in
its criticizing such changes, which were also
opposced by former president Jimmy Carter and
the Baprist General Convention in Texas.

That same summer, Highland launched an
educational series entitled “Will the Eeal Baptest
Please Stand Up?™ The series fearured scholars
such as E. Glenn Hinson on Baptist history,
Nancy Ammerman on Baptists in America and
Mark Whitten on what he called the “Myth of
Christian America.” Daniel Vestal presented the
Cooperative Baptist  Fellowship’s vision of
Baptist cooperation in a post-denominational age.



What most members remember, however,
was the talk given by seminary president R
Albert Mohler Je., chief architect of Southern’s
rightward shifi. While some members declined
to attend, opposed 1o his actions as president,
the fellowship hall was packed with those who
heard Mohler tell of his Chrstian testimaony and
of his view of the Baptist controversy as a battle
between those who valued truth above freedom
and those whe valuwed freedom above truth.

Phelps said afterward he appreciated the
courteous exchange on both sides and that he
agreed with much of Mohler's talk but dis-
agreed on its main point, which he said was a
carcature “of moderate thinking when ineer-
preted by a fundamenralist. No Bapust, however
liberal,' believes liberty o be more fournda-
ticnal than rruth. For me, the “faith divide® hap-
pens at the point of understanding what truth is,
and the limits with which humans can appropri-
ate this truth, "7

Phelps maintained a dialogue with Mohler
and spoke ar 2 seminary forum in the wake of
Seprember 11, where he was the only member
of the panel to question the war in Afghanistan,

110th Anniversary

On May 17, 2003, Highland marked s 110th
anniversary with a banguet in which longtime
member Edith Hocing answered questions on
church history and her own life from master of
ceremonies Steve Brown. At worship the next
morning, former seminary president Duke
McCall spoke fondly of his stadent years at
Highland in the 1930s. He recounted how he
was invited by the pastor’s son and later was
authorized by the church vo conduct his first

“Thvis Work of Love™

baptism—of his Presbytedan wife. McCall, at
age 88, walked haltingly to the pulpit but spoke
resolurely in his refined South Carolina accent as
he recounted later memorics of bringing his
sometimes-rambunctious sons o church in the
1950s. “I thank Gedd for Highland Bapust
Church,” he concluded. “You'll mever know the
crowds of people whose lives have been changed
and enriched by this church.”

Pastor Phelps, in his sermon, cited the
changes that have taken place over the years
since the church first gathered ar the dusty inter-
section in 1893, The Gospel reading for that
Sunday from John 15, Phelps said, was perfect
for a church secking to recognize its history and
go forward purposefully—Jesus’s injuncuon to

abide in him as a branch in a vime.

For 110 years, people have comse to this place
and they have been “abiders.”™ They have
found in Jesus that intimate connection. The
styles have changed, the wording has
changed, the programming has changed, the
buildings have changed over the vears, bur
one thing has remained constant. “1 am the
vine, vou are the branches, abide in me. .. .7

Cher the years when HI.E]'I]J.HEI- has been
ot alive, most fulfilled, most complete, have
been the tmes when we have been abading
with the risen, active, fsking Jesus, who goes
on to Galilee before us and says, “Come on,
come om,” Times when we've acted on our
relationship with Jesus, when we've pounded
erotses on the front lavn to remind the com-
munity about acts of violence, when we've
sung the faith clearly in the presenration of
(Md Twrele, times when we've adopted the
Albanian people and have found ways to con-
nect ever more intimately with these people in
# land Far, far away. Times here in Loussville
when we took on the four Sudaness people
who have become o intimately a part of our
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Baith community, Times when we've done
things that are far less specracular and obwi-
ous, when descons have cared for inactive
members, when folks have shown up for the
funeral of a member wha's been inactive for
many years and who has no Bmily. Times
when we've welcomed the stranger, the neo-
Mazi who walks in oor door or the Affican-
Amsencan man who's acting in strange wavs or
people whi behave differently than we might
want them o behave, people bearing loads of
scars and wounds. Wednesday nights when in
the midst of our meals, one of the folks from
Central State becomes out of hand, begins to
call ot i a boud voice, [ see us as a faith com-
enunity jerk a bit in surprise ar firss and then
smide. They're part of our faith commaniy,
Crly an Highland. . | |

This work of love is not only our calling,
it’s been our conmection 1o fess. You cannot
really be connected o Jesus and not love, any
misre than a branch can be connected to 3 tree
andd miot bear fruit, It's just who we are, . . .

What will keep us in owr primary business,
not merely existing, bur flourshing, continu-
ing 1o be a thinking, fecling, healing commu-
nity of fith that tells the sory of how God's
love is changing the direction of our lives?
Whar will keep us relevant and redemptive in
this community? “1 am the vine, vou are the
branches. Abide in me, and [ in you.”

Epilogue

Highland has continued these efforts beyond
the anmiversary vear. One illustration came in a
mission project spending report in January
2004, which inchaded:

* assisting an African-American church
{ Temple of Faith) with an organ purchase
* COMSLFUCHING NEW Peace signs

* hosting mission speakers

* tunding Wayside Christian Mission

* aiding Sara Belcher's wiork in Kenya

* working with the Sudanese refugees

* taking a global missions offering

* serving meals at Jeff Street Baptist Com-
munity at Liberty

* volunteering at homeless shelvers

* supporting such orgamizations as the
Bapuist World Alliance (after the SBC voted
to cut back support), the Baptist Center foe
Ethics, and the Baptist Peace Fellowship of
Morth America

* volunteering with the CBF's Rural
Poverty Initiative

* and contributing to Cabbage Pawch Ser-
thement House, Kentuckiana Interfaith
Community, medical misstons, Habirar
for Humanity, and the Christian Motor-

cycle Association

Secking to engage the wider community on
pcies of faith and culture, the church held well-
attended forums on The Da Viner Code, a popu-
lar novel purporting to challenge the Gospel
accounts; the controversial movie The Passton of
the Christ; and the role of religion in the 2004

presidential election.

Ay PEEREFEVAT RN

Bruce Rogers presents plans for the Making & Place
CAEVTE CATIIG,



Lo AMembers clean oul the Fallowship Hall in praparmian o ranianons
1] 2&5‘5
Right: Children wrifie on soan-fo-be demalshisd walls guring celatirarans
markimg the start of Faligwship Ha¥ renavations in 2005

Highlind began holding a nontraditional
Friday Church service in 2004 with nfiormal,
guitar-led worship and short devotional talks.
Regular participants included both Highland
members and participants in a  Twelve-Step
recovery program at Wavsde Chnstian Mission,

Late in 2004, the church alsa launched a
new capital campaign, tithed *Making a Place,”
with a fund-raising goal of $1.04 million. Plans
inclede vanous renowvations to the sanctuary,
classrooms, fellowship hall and other arcas,

Tragically, Highland was shaken in August
2004 with news ghat James Mangui, one of the
Sudanese men it sponsored, was brutally shor
and killed while visiting a friend, having inad-
vertently been caught in a conflicn berween a
menacing group of men and another Swdancse
man over an carlier traffic accident. The congre-
gation wias gripped with grief that a man who
had survived so much—separation from family,
a grueling long march as a boy across the desert,

years of living in refugee camps and then the

“TTris Wark of Lave”

struggle to adapt vo American life——could have
been cut down so senselessly at age twenty-four,
Highland members who had been especially
active in their resertlement were particularly grief-
stricken, and the church worked with police and
the Sudanese community in trying to seck justice.

On Tuesday evening, August 31, the build-

ing was packed with members, dozens of

Sudancse, community supporters and many of
Mangui's co-workers at Norton Hospital, who
recalled his feisty spint, his love of music and
dance, his faith in Jesus and his stern response o
someone who demanded to know where he was
from: “1 am an American.” Highland's chair
mrned out in force and sang spifmals such as
“Hark, I Hear the Harps Erernal™ and “Take
My Hand, Precious Lord,” The Sudanese sang
hymns in their native Dinka language, such as
“Yecu ec va matheda (Jesuz Is Our Friend),”
accompanied by African drums, and the congre-
gation sang “Amazing Grace™ in both languages.

Pastor Phelps recounted how, duning visitation 167
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hours held earlier in the day ar the church, the
sumn had streamed through the Revelagon window
in the back wall, depicting the coming reign of
Jesus when peace and justice reign. The sunlight
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My Cloud of Witnesses

The following ix an excerpt from a Sunday morning presentation on sewardsdnip given
irv Kathey Goligltly-Sanders and reprinted in Highland's October 22, 2002, edition of the
Western Recorder.

lloww mig @ mamant 1o reflect on the doud of witnasses that surmound us here, You prob-

ably think of our windows, and yes, as | sit in choir evary Sunday | refiect on those gnd
the pecple they represant, But | want to share some stories of a few people who have been
rmy cloud of witnesses in my 20 years at Highland. . . .

Thank you, Bill Goodell, for staying with this church evan whaen we did things you dis-
agreed with. The church voted 1o ordain women; but you dessented, When we finished the
business meeting, you tokd us that even though you didn't agree with it this was your church
and you loved us, 50 "let’s all stand and hold hands and sing "Blest Be the Tie'™ You taught us
1o ba fasthful to one another, to be stewards of our comrmunity.

Thank you, Linnie Edwards, for being the "Ouwaan of tha WML For naver letting us for-
get that church goes beyond these walls and our armis can and should extend to hurting &nd
needy people around the workd, You taught us to care for those outside our own Bitle worlkd,
1o be stewards of the Great Commissian.

Thank you, CharlieWestray, for ahways asking the hard questions end being a bottom-ing
kind of person whan it carme 1o the bedget. You would say, "W don't have enough money
for that!"— and then give more 1o make sure we did, Thank vou for teaching us to be good
stewards of your maney.

Thank vou, Uhlan Rose, for countlass Thanksgnang breakfasts, for Sunday moming hugs,
warm handshakes and a constant, welcoming presence within our churgh, You faught us 1o
be faithful 1o fellowship—to be stevards of grace,

Ten, tweanty of thirty yaars from now, there will be another member of HBC standing in
this place gaing a stewardship testimany—this is, after all, 8 Baptist church and some things
never change. Wha will be their doud of withesses? What will they say about me., about each
of us? Will they have a church facility that has been cared for and maintained for generations
to follow? VWil they have a tradition of service 1o stand on and step out from into new avenues
of ministry? Will there be a Highland Baptist Church on the corner of Grinstead and Cherokea,
reaching out 1o the neighborhood, the city and the world?

Bill, Linnbe, Charlie and Ublan didn't oo “charch” just so there would be a church tomar-
row. They planted themseives here and they ministered in the day-in-and-day-out life of this
community 5o there would be a witnass for Christ in the hare and now. Thay knew that if they
were faihful 1o what God had provided for the present, God would provide a future.

log






Appendix

Timeline of Events during Highland Baptist Church's History

Events within Highland Baprist Church
Pastors” terms listed in boldface
Oseside events that affecied Hightand listed in italics

180
1803
1829
1837

1845

1861-65
1869
1870
1877
1891

1592
1893

18594

1898

L BoG

154D

19004
1905

Cane Ridge, Kentucky, vevival at center of Second Grear Awakeming,

Lang Run Bapris Avociarion formed.

Cieorgetenn Colleqe fonnded,

General Asociasion of Baprists in Kentucky founded (larer becomer Kemtweky
Baprisr Comwention ).

Kentucky Bapeists foin wew Southern Baprie Convention, wiich apiies from Novehern
COMNTETPRrEs over slavery.

Cival War and divisions of back, white Baprises,

Lowisville Baptist Ovplans” Home fonnded.

Development of vesidential snbdivisions in Cheroker Trianale.

Southern Bapeiss Theologival Seminary moves from South Caroling to Losisville.
Cherokes Park ereated.

Organizers of Highland Baptist Church purchase property, launch Sunday School.
HBC founding trustee Basil Manly dies,

HBC formally erganized, begins services in new church,

George H. Simmons becomes first pastor { 1893-1894),

B. A. Dawes becomes pastor (1894-1907),

Spanid-American War

Southern Seminary president Williom H, Whitsict resions amid consroversy, replaced by
E Y. Mulling.

HEC starts fellowship offering on communion Sundays,

Kentucky Governor Goelbel amaminared,

Baprists open downrown Hope Resene Mission,

Kentucky approves seqveqationiss Day Law,

Pastor Dawes attends inaugural meeting of Baptist World Alliance in England.
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1907 Cours overturns corrupe Lowisville elections of 1905,
Women's Missionary Union Teaining School formed in Lowisville.
Waiter Rasechenbusch publides Christianity and the Sodal Crisis,
Leonard W, Doolan becomes pastor (1907-1911).
1908 E T, Mullins publishes The Axioms of Religion.
HEC, Walnut Street Baptist Church jointly support mission that becomes Deer Park
Baptist Church.
Philathea adult women's class starred.
Original HEC educational building dedicated.
1909  Seminary professor John R, Sampey joins HBC, takes leadership roles.
HBC replaces gas fixtures, is wired for electricity.
1910 Louise Tucker leaves for China; first foreign missionary from Highland,
1211 A. Paul Bagby becomes pastor (1911-1921).
1913 HBC parroness [ulicrie Norton Marvin killed in Connecticnt train crash along with
nasband, danghter nnd 18 athers.
Equestrian statue of Jobn B. Casleman wnveded on Cherokee Rond.
1914 Parr’s Rest nursing bowe for Bapeist women opens on Cherakee Road.
Orriginal church building razed.
1915 Mew church building dedicated.
1916 Bagtiss open downtown Boyee Sertlemens Honse.
V917-18 World Wi T draws many church members into militnry service ov related ministrics.
1918 Influensa kills nendreds in Lowisville and Canp Taylor. Chnarch eloged for one month,
Pastor Ragly, member Sampey care for sricken solidiers.
Wonren mesengers allowed a¢ Long Run Bapris Awociasion, SBC meetings.
1919-24 HRBC raises funds toward Southern Baptists” Seventy-five Million Campaign.
1919 Kentscky Baptise newspapers consolidated into Western Recorder.
1920 Probibition of aleohol sales beging with enactment of Eighteenth Amenitment.
1920 Bov Scout Troop 48 forms ar HBC.
1922 1. B. Weatherspoon becomes pastor (1922-19139).
1923 HRC"s mission at 38th and Market is organized as independent Shawnee Baprist Church.
1924 Kentucky Baptist Hospical, School of Nursing open in Highland:.
192427 Three revival services each bring in more than 50 members to HBC.
1925 Children’s mectings closed around November because of polio threat.
SHC lannches Cooperative Program, approves first Bapeist Faith and Mesage.
Scopes erial in Tenmessee, Kenrucky refects bas on renching cvolurian.
1926 Sewshern Semsimary moves to Crescemt Hill.
1928 Deacon board expands from 16 to 24,
Church membership ar 895,
Highland members William, Daisy Jester begin missionary career in Africa.
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1929 Church purchases Cooper property on Grinstead Drive for expansion, vores to expand
classroom space in onginal educational basilding,
Jeln B Sanspey becomes seminary president, leaves HEC,
1930 David A. Howard becomes pastor (1930-1933),
Bancoentucky crash of November 17 plunges Kentucky deeper into Depression,
1933 Repeal of Probibition; bowrbon distifleries in Kenesicky back in busines.
Church marks fortieth anniversary.
1934 Thomas D. Brown becomes pastor {1934-1942).
Highland niember Henry Noble Sherwood beging comtraversial presidency of
Creomperons Colleae.
1935 Furure SBC president Herschel H. Hobbs begins eleven-month term as HBC director of
religious education.
1937 HBC shelters refugees from Ohio River flood.
HBC founds Baxter Avenue mission.
1939 HEC acquires Pope property on Cherokee Road for Sunday Sehool EXpansion.
Frank Stagg, pastor of Baxter Avenue mission. baptizes twentv-two converts in one

service in HBC's bapristery, an apparent one-day church record,
Lang Bun, Central Districs Bapeist associntions benin rave white-black partacrsiip in
fponsoring Fellowship Cenrer fn the Were End.
15940 HEC launches Brent Street mission,
1941 WMU Training School maves from downtown to Levington Road.
Long Run takes over Union Gospel Mission on Easgt Jefferson. HBC' Asenath Brewster
works there winle other members volunteer.
Founding of Rubbertawn as part of Lonisville’s wartime industrial EXpanTIoN,
1941-45 ULS. enters World War I1. Some 120 HBC members serve. Two die while in service.
1943 Charles A. Maddry becomes pastor (1943-1946).
HEBC marks fifticth anniversary with services, visies by former pastors, publication of first
history book.
1944 Membership ar 1,140 (including two missions).
1945 Mary Sampson sent as missionary to China.
HREC forms Aodio Visual Commiteee,
World War IT ends.
1946 Second fire in three vears damages educational building.
HBC purchases Van Winkle property, renovates it for parsonage.
1947 Hankins E. Parker becomes pastor (1947-1955),
1949 Deacon board expanded from 24 o 32.
19505 Iurerstase 64 built, providing easy acees to HEC from dangrer distmmees. My losses in
Highlands divided into apartments as wamy residents move sast fo mewer ssbmrhs,
1950-53 Korvan War; three HBC members bifled.
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1950

1951
1952

1953

1954

1955
1956
1956
1958
1959

1960

1962

1963

1964

1904-5
1965
196ty

Repeal of much of Kentucky's segregationiss Day Law.

Highland Baptist Herald newslemer publishes first edition on January 8.

Duke MeCall becomer scminary president, refoing HBC.,

WHAS lanncher “Moral Side of the News,™ fongg-ranning ralk show in whichs HBC pastors
lave porticipared.

WMU Traimisy School becomes W, € Carver School of Muistons and Social Work.

Former mission launched as independent Baxter Avenue Baptist Church,

Ground breaking for new HBC educational building. Cherokee Road annex demolished.
Refurbished organ dedicated amid growing music program.

HBC grants preaching licenses to future missionary Grundy Janes, future Marvland pastor
John Ewang Roberts

Polia inacnlations begin in earnest in response to new ourbreak of disease.

Brown v. Board of Education oslaws sohoel serreqation.

Mew educational building dedicated. Sunday School attendance at 483, Grinstead annex
demolished to make way for parking lot.

HEC installs air conditioning.

David Nelson becomes pastor {1955-1961).

HBC members heavily involved in month-long Billy Graham crusade,

Former mission becomes Vine Street Baptist Church,

HBEC member and Navy sailor Edward Matthews dies in explosion at sca.

Highland members house messengers to SBU mecting in Louisville.

Church ar all-time peak membership of 1.426.

John Boyd Sutton and Joan Sutron sent as missionaries to Brazil,

HBC launches Bashford Manor mission,

Jobm . Kennedy elected first-coer Catholic president, overcoming Protestant suspicions,
Mathan C. Brooks becomes pastor (1962-1966).

Baptists open Kentwcky Southern College in Lowuiswille,

Cuban Migile Crizis.

Cherokee Triangle Amociation formed,

Supreme Conrt bars school-sponsared prayer.

Carver School of Social Work menges inta seminary.

SBC revises Baptise Fasrl wond Message.

Presidens Kennedy asnsisated.

Farmer mission launched as Bashford Manor Baptist Church.

HBC becomes first church in Louisville to employ a social worker,

Vietnam War rapidly expands.

President Jolmson siqns landmark civil riphts lepidarion.

Lowiseille approves equal eniployment ordinnee.

Grundy, Jean Janes begin missionary work in Chile.

HEC acquires two vacant Jots off Everert Avenue for parking,
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1970
1971

1972
1e73
1974

1975

L7

1980
1982

1984
1984
1987
1989
1990
1992

1993

1995

1906
1997
1998

Appendix

Robert N. Wallace becomes pastor {1967-1969),

Former parsonage on Cherokee Road renovated into the Highlander community cenrer.
Riets in Lonirville, elsewhere amid a year of turmsil, aoasduations nationwide,
Kentucky Southern Colloge fails; assets surned over ro University of Lowisville,

Don Burke becomes pastor (1970-1981).

HBC observes Passiontide, begins move to traditional lisurgical worship.

Annual Cherokee Trinngle Arve Fir lannched,

New stained-glass windows, bapristery dedicated.

HBC closes, demolishes Highlander building,

Tornado ravages Highlands, other parts of Lowisvilic.

Presidens Nixon resigns.

Controversinl swhool desggregation beging in Lowiville.

Clheroker Trinngle designaced a bistoric preservation districe,

SBC approves Bold Mimion Thrust, a gloial misions plas,

Election of President Jimmy Carter focuser national atrension on Sonthern

Baptist sdentity.

Start af ronservative takeover of SBC.

Highland Baprist Herald replaced with newsletter printed on back of Wesern Recorder
New organ dedicated.

Conseruction of 1400 Willow symbolizes remewed investmens in Highlands.

Roy Honeyenrt susceeds retiving Dike MeCall A5 SEMIEMILRY prresident.

Paul Duke becomes pastor ( 1982-19846).

HBC approves first women deacons.

Renovation of new educational building,

Phil Christopher becomes pastor (1987-1995),

Fall of Berlin Wall marks end of Cold War

HEC takes early role in organizing Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

HEC purchases house at 2120 Grinstead (which it previously had owned in 1970},
renting it for transitional housing for young adults and later for Sudanese refugees.
HBC marks one hundredth anniversary with sermons by former pastors, banguer,
neighborhood picnic.

New president B, Albere Mobier Ir. beging conslidating conservative takeover of
Soutlern Seminary,

HBC begins FxpressWorship carly service.

Seminary eloses Carver School of Social Work.

HEBC hosts service celebrating seminary’s past, lamenting changes:

HBC produces Joreph and the Amasing Techwicolor Drenmeeat.

Joe Phelps becomes pastor.

President Clinton acquitted tn fmpeachwent trial,

SBC approves measare calling on wives to “ruedrmit gracefully” to bushamas.

175



176

Appendis

1999
2000

2001

2002
2003

2004

NATO war turns back Serbian military in Kosowr,

HBC hosts Mohler, other visitors in series on Baprist identity.

SBC approves vevired Baprist Fuith and Mesage, symbolizing completion of comservalive
takeover. Jimmy Carter formally cuts ries with denomsination. Baprist Creneral Convention
of Ticas votes vo cut fimding to SBC seminaries.

Billy Grakam bolds crusade in Lowisville.

Seprember 11 rervoriss attacks, war in Alfiphanisan,

HBC approves outreach to Albanian people.

HBC sponsors four Sudanese refugees.

Dedication of 2120 Grinstead as the ®Jeanne Foree House.”

Lonisville, Jefferson Copnty Sovernments mege.

HBC eliminates reference to Southern Baptist Convention in its bylaws.

HBC celebrates 110th anniversary with banguet, service.

UK. lawnches conrroversial Irag war

“Making a Place™ capital campaign launched.

“Friday Church™ services begun.

Highland helps organize Mo Murders Metro vigils at homicide scenes.
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