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� The Commons 

I missed being with you on Sunday, but I'm so glad Lauren Jones Mayfield shared a meaningful word and 

offered her pastoral presence in my absence. We look forward to witnessing all her good work at the 

Festival of Faiths later this week! 

This month, traditionally centered on gratitude, is a fitting final month of our liturgical calendar - the term 

we use for the church's year, which begins with Advent and ends with the Reign of Christ. As our yearly 

worship seasons come to a close, we plant our feet firmly where we are and pause. We pause to look 

back and praise God for the wonders we have witnessed, the heartbreaks we have endured with the 

Spirit's consolation, and the blessings that have been ours to steward. We pause to look forward with 

hope - not that the future will turn out exactly as we want it, but that it will be filled with God's presence, 

grace, forgiveness, and resurrection surprises. 

In our church life, we're diligently preparing for what's ahead. Advent begins soon, and Finance will 

present the 2027 budget tonight. Personnel Ministry Group and staff are discussing staffing models and 

listening to feedback, while Renee is scheduling Wednesday night classes for the new year. We covet 

your prayers and participation as we steward this year's resources and gifts for a new year that sets the 

stage for God to dwell among us and invites us into transformative, bold ministries that embody hope for 

our city. 




























