
Highland Baptist Church 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

March 8, 2026 
 

8:45 and 11:15 a.m. 



REIMAGINING: OUR LOGO FROM LENT TO EASTER 
 

The dove is not passive . . . it moves with power. 
Peace is not submission . . . peace liberates, creates, and reshapes. 
The crown represents domination . . . empire, hierarchy, control. 

Breaking the crown is holy work . . . defiance can be faithful. 
This is the work of imagination . . . to break what binds and to build what frees. 

 
Invitation to Worship                                                                        John Kupar 
 

A TIME OF CONTRITION 
 
Prelude   Cesar Franck 

 Prelude 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                              Renee Purtlebaugh  
 

Welcome today to a celebration of God's wondrous love! 
We are grateful for this invitation. 
No matter where we have been, or what we are facing, God is here. 
We come embracing the Love that will not let us go. 
Let us worship the Lord! 

 
Hymn (631)  †  donna 
 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
 
A Lesson from the Psalms  Renee Purtlebaugh      

   Psalm 95:1-7 (Pew Bible page 539 – OT) 
 
Choral Anthem  Terre Johnson 
 Come, Ye Disconsolate 
 

Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish. Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. Here bring your wounded 
hearts, here bring your anguish; earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal. Joy of the desolate, Light of the stray-
ing, hope when all others die, fadeless and pure! Here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying, "Earth has no sorrow 
that heaven cannot cure." Here see the Bread of Life, see waters flowing forth from the throne of God, pure from 
above. Come to the feast of love; come, ever-knowing earth has no sorrow but heaven can remove.  
 

Prayer of Confession  Paul Henderson 
 

 We have used dehumanizing language or stereotypes. 
We have been critical when we should have been encouraging. 
We have told lies when we should have been honest with hard truths. 
We have excluded people when we should have widened the invitation. 
Forgive us for the ways that we have failed our neighbors, friends,  
and family with unkind words. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                           

 
Exchange of Peace  †  Paul Henderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† For those who are able, we invite you to stand. 
 



A TIME FOR PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 
 
Hymn (295) †  nettleton 
 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 
Prayer of Praise  †  Linda Waller (8:45) 

Phil Collier (11:15) 
 

                   A TIME FOR PROCLAMATION 
 
The Epistle Lesson                                                                       Chris Caldwell 

    Romans 5:6-11 (Pew Bible page 151 – NT) 
Children grades K-2 may be dismissed for Children’s Worship (11:15). 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                                                                                            

What Wondrous Love Is This? 
 

A TIME FOR RENEWAL AND RESPONSE 
 
Hymn of Response  (171) †  wondrous love 

What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
Offertory Prayer  †                                                            Vicki Runnion (8:45) 

Kathy Collier (11:15) 
 
Offertory  Cesar Franck 

 Fugue and Variation 
 
News for the Community                                                                                                                           John Kupar 
 

In response to your decision, we welcome you! We covenant to be the family of God for you  
in this place. We hope to learn from you, give to you, and receive from you, as we journey  
in faith together. 
 

For the ministries that shape the life of our community, thanks be to God. 
 
Doxology  †                                              wondrous love 

 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing!  
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great “I AM,” while millions join the theme,  
I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing!  

 
Benediction  †  Chris Caldwell 

 
Postlude   Joseph Parr 

Improvisation on wondrous love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In worship at Highland, we aim to sing music with a  theology that reflects an expansive and inclusive God.  
Occasionally, our printed music may use language that limits God. When we are unable to re-print a more  
inclusive text, we encourage you to use language that better fits your image of God. Our ministers and choir  
 will often replace “He/Him”  with “God” or “Love” (one syllable) and “Father” with “Parent,” “Holy,”                       
or “Divine” (two syllables). We would love to hear what creative language for God you might use in worship, too. 

 



Today in Worship 

  
Listening Assist Devices are available. Please see our sound technician or an usher for assistance. Large print hymn sheets are 
also available upon request for visually impaired persons. An usher can provide a copy for you. 
 
Worship care is available for infants, toddlers and preschoolers during worship. Our greeters are available to help you navigate 
our building. A Worship Cart with activities to engage children in the pew is located in the Commons.  Children’s Worship           
is available for K-2nd graders during the 11:15 service. 
 
Nearly 65% of people at Highland use online giving to make financial gifts to the church.  We invite you to be one of them! 
Scan the QR code in the section below to be directed to our online giving page. 
 
Permission to print and stream music obtained from One License #A-726201. All rights reserved. 

Notes and News for the Community of Faith 
• Habitat for Humanity—Last weekend, members of Highland gathered together with volunteers from        

several Baptist churches in the Louisville area for our annual Baptist Build/Raise the Roof. We had great 
weather as we went from a flat foundation to a home with walls, windows, doors and a roof! Thanks to          
Jason Baker, John Foster, Kimbrough Gossett, Larry Hoover, John Pacyga, and David Swim for volunteering 
their time.  It was a privilege to share the love of Christ with our community and fellow Baptist churches.  

 
• Jean Janes Yard Sale—Please continue bringing your items to the church for our yard sale! You may place 

your donations along the wall in the lower-level hallway opposite the restrooms. We need to make sure this area remains acces-
sible and the hallway isn’t blocked. Wednesday, March 18, is the final day to bring things in. As always, thank you for your gen-
erosity, support and cooperation!      

                                               
• Looking Ahead: 
 

                 Tuesday, March 10: Roz Heinz Memorial Service, 1:00 PM, visitation 12:00 PM 
                 Saturday, March 21: Jean Janes Yard Sale in Fellowship Hall 
                 Sunday, March 22:              Chris Caldwell’s final Sunday as interim pastor 
                 Sunday, March 29: Palm Sunday, 8:45 and 11:15 AM, Carol Harston’s first Sunday as pastor 
                 Thursday, April 2: Maundy Thursday, 6:30 PM, Fellowship Hall 
 Friday, April 3:  Tenebrae Service, 7:00 PM, Sanctuary 
 Sunday, April 5:  Easter Services, 8:45 and 11:15 AM, Easter Potluck Breakfast, 10:00 AM  
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A thinking, feeling, healing 
community of faith 

Our Mission... God’s Love compels us to cultivate a safe, welcoming 
community of faith where all are challenged to discover, grow, and 
serve, as together we boldly live out the worship that is our very lives. 
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