
 
 Sunday, November 16th, 2025​
 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  
 
 

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of 
today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. 

The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and 
sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be 

weary in doing what is right.” 

 

 
 

 
 

         (+ invites you to rise in body or in spirit) 

GATHERING​
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prelude ​                           Foundation​ Clarance Smith 
​                              by John Behnke        
 

 

Welcome and Announcements​ ​      Pr. Neal Cannon 
​ ​  

Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 

 



 
Amen. 
 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 

 
+Gathering Hymn              ​                Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ​ ELW 618 
 

 

 



 
  

+Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 
 

+Prayer of the Day  
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through 
what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

WORD 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 

First Reading​ 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians, the third chapter. 
 

 

 6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 
from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received 
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we 
were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we 

worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have 
that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave 

you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are 
living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command and 

exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and 
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
+Gospel Acclamation​ ​ ​  

 

 
 
+Gospel Reading                             ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​               Luke 21:5-19 
 
The Holy Gospel according to the book of Luke, the twenty-first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one 

stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 

  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I 

am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place 

first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines 

and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 

13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in 
advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 

withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, 
and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a 

hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



 
 

 
Message​                   Doomsday Preppers            ​   Pr. Neal Cannon 
 
 
+Hymn of the Day                                 How Firm a Foundation​ ELW 796 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
Prayers of the People 

After each prayer petition, you will hear “Hear us, O God”,  Please respond, “Your mercy is 
great”. 

 
Today and throughout the week, please keep the following people in your prayers: 

Mark Thorson, Luther Jacobson, Bev Gulbrandson, Trevor Pettigrew, Betty Hassenstab, Mark 

Hassenstab, Bernice Deike, Denise Smith, Orv Holland, Jill Heinecke, Joan Thompson, 

 

We also pray for the families of those who have died this past month: 

Dorothy Olson, Myrna Luse, Curt Provo 

 
+Passing of the Peace 
We invite you to share a greeting with those around you.  
 

​ The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
​ And also with you. 
 
 

Stewardship Moment 
 
Commitment Sunday Liturgy  

Members are invited to place their commitment cards into the offering basket as an act of worship and 

love. This is our moment to say “yes” to God’s call. We bring our commitments and our lives, trusting that 

God will use them for good in the world.  

Our stewardship culminates in offering our one life—our time, talents, and treasures—for God’s 

purposes in the world. God calls us to live this one life in love and service, as a living offering. 

Today we respond to God’s generosity by offering our pledges and commitments for the coming 

year.  These are not merely financial gifts, but acts of faith—symbols of our trust in God’s 

provision and our desire to share in God’s work of love and justice. 

We gather in gratitude, for all that God has done.​
​ We bring our hearts and hands in thanksgiving.​
​ God’s grace overflows, and we are called to respond with joy.​
​ We come to offer our gifts, our lives, and our commitment to God’s work.​
​ Let us worship God—Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.  ​
​ Amen. 

 



 
Offering​  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  
Offerings of check or cash may be placed in a basket near the ushers as you depart.  
 

Do you want to make a donation, but don’t have cash or a checkbook handy?  
Scan the QR code with a smartphone to make an electronic donation. 
 
Musical Offering​                    A Satisfied Mind​ Clarance Smith 
​                   Wayne Schmieg, soloist 
 

Prayer of Dedication for Offering and Commitment Cards​
 God of abundance,​
 receive these commitments as signs of our faith and gratitude.​
 Bless each household and every gift offered today.​
 May our giving reflect your love​
 and empower your church to serve with compassion and joy.​
 Through Christ our Lord.​
 Amen. 

MEAL 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all paces give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Sanctus​ ​  

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 

 

For those participating online or with individual communion kits, the pastor will now offer the 
words of institution for you. The remaining assembly will be invited forward forward after the 
song Lamb of God. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Please indicate to your usher 
if you wish communion to be brought to you. 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Hymn 

ELW 773 Precious Lord 

ELW 744 Lord, Be Gorified 

 

Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission to the world. 
 
Final Blessing 
 
 

 



 

 
+Sending Hymn​ Christ is Made the Sure Foundation​ ELW 645 

 
 

 
+Dismissal  

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude ​ Allegro Maestoso    ​ Clarance Smith 
​ from Water Music, George F Handel 
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