Sunday, August 30th, 2026
14th Sunday after Pentecost

When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus
tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such
sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to
associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In
worship we gather as a community that we might offer
ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

(+ invites you to rise in body or in spirit)

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude Great is Thy Faithfulness Dan Bridston
William N. Runyan, arr Phillip Keveren
O Love that Will Not Let Me Go
Albert Lister Peace, arr. Phillp Keveren

Welcome and Announcements Pr. Micah Pearson

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the '+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,



making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.

Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 18231876

+Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

+Prayer of the Day

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WoRD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

+First Reading Romans 12:9-21
A reading from the book of Romans the twelfth chapter.

? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '° love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ! Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the
Lord. *? Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. ** Contribute to the needs of
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

! Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. **> Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. *° Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '’ Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. ¥ If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. *° Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” * Instead, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them:; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.” ** Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Sermon

+Gospel Acclamation
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+Gospel Reading Matthew 16:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

! From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. * And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” *’ But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. * For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. °° For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

’’“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. *° Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Message My Will or Thy Will Pr. Micah Pearson




+Hymn of the Day
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Text: John L, Bell, b, 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
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+Apostles’ Creed
Please join as we profess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

+Prayers of the People

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the
needs of all creation.

After each prayer petition, when you hear “Merciful God.”
We will sing the following refrain:
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.



Today and throughout the week, please keep the following people in your prayers:
Sudheer, Yasho, Yeshvi, Casper and Family, David Thompson,
those affected by fires, floods, and wars, Elise Lundsgaard, Eileen Berge

We also pray for the families of those who have died this past month, especially:

Rev. Marshall Pechauer

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

+Passing of the Peace

We invite you to share a greeting with those around you.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Offerings of check or cash may be placed in a basket near the ushers as you depart.

Do you want to make a donation, but don’t have cash or a checkbook handy?
Scan the QR code with a smartphone to make an electronic donation.

Musical Offering Come Thou Font of Every Blessing Wayne Schmieg



Offering Prayer
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission to the world.

Final Blessing
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+Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude This Little Light of Mine Dan Bridston
Henry Dixon Loes, arr Mark Hays



We're so happy you joined us for worship today!

Woodloke is dedicoted to the mission of lesus Christ! In this community of faith, we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and
sorrows. We believe all people are created in the image of God and are affered God's love, grace, and forgiveness, regardiess of
religious trodition, oge, gender identity ond expression, race, education, econamic status, mental or physical abilities, sexual
orientation, or family structure. Woodlake stands on the ancestral land of the Dakota people. We honor indigenous histories and
cultures and acknowledge the need to engage in reconciliation with our indigenous neighbors, We are committed to the work of
sociol justice. We extend o speciol welcome to you and to all in Christ's love.
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