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________________________ 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Masks are encouraged but not required for anyone. We encourage 
you to make the best decision for yourself and your family. 

 
This service of Lament and Loss is a time when we name those losses that have changed our lives and 

the people who are no longer with us. We gather together during the Christmas season as a reminder of 
the joy that is born among us despite our sadness and the light that shines in the midst of our darkness. 

 
Prelude   Jennifer Dior, flute & Claudio Olivera Piano
 “Air from Messiah (He Shall Feed His Flock)”                                                                                             G. F. Handel 
   
Welcome  Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell 
     
*Opening Sentences                                              Rev. John Blackshire, Ph.D. 
 Leader:  We will light the first candle of Advent, 
 People:  to signal our watch for the coming of Christ, 

who will expel the spirit of discontent 
    and bring healing for the nations. 
 Leader:  We will light the second candle of Advent, 
 People:  to signal our hope for the renewal of creation, 

which will reveal the image of God 
    and restore harmony with nature. 
 Leader:  We will light the third candle of Advent, 
 People:  to signal our faith in the triumph of justice,  

which will expose the folly of pride 
    and magnify purity of heart. 
 Leader:  We will light the fourth candle of Advent, 
 People:  to signal our trust in the promise of God, 

who will establish the reign of love on earth 
and uphold it with righteousness for evermore. 

 
*Opening Hymn   See page 6. 
 “In the Bleak Midwinter”  CRANHAM 
 
Meditation on Hope                                                                                                                                             Rev. Tara Gibbs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept 
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status, 

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given to all people, 
and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world. 
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Wait for the Lord (Sing 2 times.)  

 
(Lighting the Candle of Hope) 

   
Meditation on Peace                                                                                                                                J. Kevin Gray 
        
 
Wait for the Lord (Sing 2 times.)    

(Lighting the Candle of Peace) 
  
Meditation on Joy                                                                                                                                         Rev. Dr. JJ Flag 
                                                                
   
Wait for the Lord (Sing 2 times.) 

(Lighting the Candle of Joy) 
 
Meditation on Love                                                                                                                             Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell                         
             
Wait for the Lord (Sing 2 times.) 

(Lighting the Candle of Love) 
 
Communion                                                                                    Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell and Rev. John Blackshire, Ph.D. 
  
Invitation to the Table 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  
 Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as  
 we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
  
Words of Institution 

You are invited to come forward to receive pre-packaged 
Communion elements to consume during or after the service. 

 



 
 4 
 

Music During Communion                                                                           Jennifer Dior, flute & Claudio Olivera, piano  
 “Sinfonia from Cantata #156 Adagio”                                                                                                             J. S. Bach  
 “Air from overture in D” 
 
Lighting of Candles of Lament and Loss                                                       Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell and Rev. Dr. JJ Flag                         
                                                        
Music During Candle lighting  
 “Meditation from Thais”      Jules Massenet 
 

You are invited to come forward to light a candle in remembrance 
of the losses that have changed your life. 

 
*Closing Hymn               See page 7.
 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                          CAROL 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude        Jennifer Dior, flute & Claudio Olivera, piano 
 “The Holly and the Ivy”                Traditional  
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Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann, 
Hannah Combs, Alicia Dunn, Eric Roberts, and volunteers. 

 
❖ 

 
 

 
 

❖ 
 

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org. 

 
 

 
 

We are affiliated with                                    
allianceofbaptists.org                                    
 

mailto:cveal@myersparkbaptist.org
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 Our Covenant 
 We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By God’s 
grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the faithful.  We are 
discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our responsibility to be faithful 
stewards of our lives and of this world. 

 We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will sustain a 
critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active presence in the world.  
We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an opportunity for growth toward maturity.  
We covenant to be a community of God’s New Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to 
none. 

 We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an instrument for 
reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the dedication of our personal and 
material resources and by all the other ways we express the significance of our lives with God and one 
another. 

 We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the world, 
believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth. 

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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OUR MINISTERS 
 

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell 
Senior Minister 

 
Rev. Carrie Veal 
Executive Minister 

 
Rev. Tara Gibbs 

Associate Minister of Spiritual Growth 
 

Rev. Dr. JJ Flag 
Associate Minister of Pastoral Care & Justice 

 
J. Kevin Gray 

Minister of Music & Worship 
 
 


