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Masks are encouraged but not required for anyone. We encourage 
you to make the best decision for yourself and your family. 

 

The Prelude   Dr. Matthew Manwarren, organ 
 “O Soul, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall”  J.S. Bach 
 
The Call to Worship and Invocation  Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
  
*The Opening Hymn   
 “What Wondrous Love”  WONDROUS LOVE 
          What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
                 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
                 What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
                 to bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul, 
                 to bear the heavy cross for my soul! 
 
The Choral Anthem  Chancel Choir 
 “My Song is Love Unknown ”  Edwin T. Childs  

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me; 
love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 
O who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

Sometimes they strew his way, and his sweet praises sing; 
resounding all the day hosannas to their King. 
Then 'Crucify!'  is all their breath,  
and for his death they thirst and cry. 

 

Why, what has my Lord done to cause this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, and gave the blind their sight. 
What injuries! Yet these are why the Lord most high so cruelly dies.  
My savior dies. My song of love so cruelly dies.  

 

Here might I stay and sing of him my soul adores. 
Never was love, dear king, never was grief like yours! 
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days 
could gladly spend. My song is love.  

 
The Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                         Rev. Marina Luckhoo  
 Distant God, 
 We repent of small misdeeds to satisfy our consciences,  
 for we cannot deal with our denial of you. 
 We seek to find life apart from you,  
 for the cross is too threatening for us. 
 We want comfort, not sacrifice. 
 We embrace privilege, not pain. 
 Yet the love of Christ brings us to our knees in awe and wonder.  
 O God, we want to lay aside our preoccupation with self 
 to become full participants in your realm. 
 Rescue us from ourselves, O God.  
 Deliver us from sin and bring us home. Amen. 

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept 
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status, 

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given to all people, 
and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world. 
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The Last Supper – Matthew 26: 17-30 (NRSV adapted)  Rev. Tara Gibbs  
On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to 
make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say 
to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” So 
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. When it was evening, 
he took his place with the twelve disciples, and while they were eating he said, “Truly I tell you, one of 
you will betray me.” And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, 
“Surely not I, Lord?” He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray 
me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, 
“Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, 
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he 
took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never 
again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom.” 

 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
  
 The Extinguishing of the Altar Candles 
 
*The Communion Hymn  
 “Let Us Break Bread Together”   LET US BREAK BREAD 
  Let us break bread together on our knees. 
  Let us break bread together on our knees. 
   

  [Refrain]: 
  When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
  O Lord have mercy on me. 
   

  Let us drink wine together on our knees. 
  Let us drink wine together on our knees. [Refrain] 
 

  Let us praise God together on our knees. 
  Let us praise God together on our knees. [Refrain] 
 
The Invitation to the Table   Rev. Tara Gibbs 
 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as 
 we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
The Words of Institution  Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell 
 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

All are invited to participate in Communion. You may come forward to the front of the  
Sanctuary to receive bread and juice, pre-packaged, or gluten-free elements. 

If you prefer to be served at your seat, please raise your hand and a Minister will assist you 
 

The Music at Communion  Dr. Matthew Manwarren, organ 
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The Stripping of the Communion Table and Altar  
 

I. The Arrest – Mark 14:32-50 (NRSV)  Rev. Sharon Doar 
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ He took with 
him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, ‘I am 
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself 
on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, ‘Abba, Father, 
for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’ He 
came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake 
one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.’ And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he 
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to 
him. He came a third time and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour 
has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer 
is at hand.’ 
 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.’ So 
when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him 
and arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest 
me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest 
me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.’ All of them deserted him and fled. 

  
 The Extinguishing of the Tenebrae Candle 
 
 The Hymn of Response  
  “Were You There”  WERE YOU THERE 
            Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
            Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
            Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
            Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
II. The Trial – Mark 14:53-65 (NRSV)  J. Kevin Gray  

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled. 
Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with 
the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 
testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For many gave false testimony against 
him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, ‘We 
heard him say, “I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, 
not made with hands.”’ But even on this point their testimony did not agree.  
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they 
testify against you?’ But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the 
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’ Jesus said, ‘I am; and “you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of the Power,” and “coming with the clouds of heaven.”’  
 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his 
blasphemy! What is your decision?’ All of them condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit 
on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, ‘Prophesy!’ The guards also took him over and 
beat him. 
 

 The Extinguishing of the Tenebrae Candle 
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 The Hymn of Response  
  “Were You There”  WERE YOU THERE 
            Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
            Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
            Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
            Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
  
III. The Denial – Mark 14:66-72 (NRSV adapted)  Rev. Tara Gibbs 

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. When she 
saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth.’ But he denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or understand what you are talking about.’ And he 
went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to 
say to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ But again he denied it. Then after a little while the 
bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.’ But he began to 
curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know this man you are talking about.’ At that moment the cock 
crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.’ And he broke down and wept. 

 
 The Extinguishing of the Tenebrae Candle 
 
 The Hymn of Response  
  “Were You There”  WERE YOU THERE 
            Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
            Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
            Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
            Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
   
IV. The Sentencing – Mark 15:1-15 (NRSV)                                                                                                       Fran Morrison 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole 
council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the 
King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 
Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ But Jesus 
made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man 
called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the 
crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, 
‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man 
you call the King of the Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has 
he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

  
 The Extinguishing of the Tenebrae Candle 
 
Musical Reflection                               Chancel Choir 
 “Christus factus est”                                                                                                                                       Felice Anerio 
  Christus factus est pro nobis obediens 

usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis. 
Propter quod et Deus exaltavit illum et dedit illi nomen, 
quod est super omne nomen. 
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  Translation:  
Christ became obedient for us unto death, 
even to death, death on the cross. 
Therefore God exalted him and gave him a name 
which is above all names. 

 
The Stripping of the Paraments and Stoles 
 
V. The Crucifixion – Mark 15:16-32 (NRSV)                                                                                       Rev. Marina Luckhoo 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and 
they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck 
his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped 
him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of 
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.   

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him 
read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ In the same way the 
chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so 
that we may see and believe.’ Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
  

 The Extinguishing of the Tenebrae Candle 
 
 The Hymn of Response  
  “Were You There”  WERE YOU THERE 
            Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
            Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
            Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
            Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
                         
VI. The Death – Mark 15:33-39 (NRSV)  Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ 
And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his 
last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who 
stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 
  

 The Extinguishing of the Tenebrae Candle 
 
 The Solo  David Young, tenor 
  “The Crucifixion”  Samuel Barber  
       At the cry of the first bird, they began to crucify thee, O swan. 
       Never shall lament cease because of that,  
       it was like the parting of day from night.  
       Ah, sore was the suffering born by the body of Mary's son,  
              but sore still to him was the grief which for his sake came upon his mother. 
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VII. The Burial – Mark 15:42-47 (NRSV)                                                                                                        Rev. Tyra Bethea                                                                         
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 
Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he 
were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some 
time. When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb 
that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where the body was laid. 
  

 The Hymn of Response  
  “Were You There”  WERE YOU THERE 
            Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
            Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
            Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
            Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
 
 The Extinguishing of the Christ Candle 
 

The Stripping of the Bible and the Cross 
 
The Watch 

 
 
 

After the ministers have departed, there will be a period of silence representing  
Christ’s invitation to his disciples to stay and pray with him in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Choose the length of time you wish to stay and pray, and then depart in silence.  
The Labyrinth is open day and night for walking meditation. 

 
 
 
 
 
     

Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann, 
Hannah Combs, Eric Roberts, and volunteers. 

 

❖ 
 

The cover art for this service is from a Stations of the Cross series  
painted by men who have also been condemned to die. 

 

❖ 
 

 
 
 

   ❖ 
 
 

                HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple 

 as filling out a Joining Card. 
 
 
 

 

We are affiliated with                                    
allianceofbaptists.org                                    
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 Our Covenant 
 We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By God’s 
grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the faithful.  We are 
discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our responsibility to be faithful 
stewards of our lives and of this world. 

 We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will sustain a 
critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active presence in the world.  
We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an opportunity for growth toward maturity.  
We covenant to be a community of God’s New Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to 
none. 

 We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an instrument for 
reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the dedication of our personal and 
material resources and by all the other ways we express the significance of our lives with God and one 
another. 

 We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the world, 
believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth. 

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 

 

One License A-729324   |   WorshipCast License CCS # WC-12779   |   CVLI Video License #504 239 870 

OUR MINISTERS 
 

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell 
Senior Minister 

 
Rev. Carrie Veal 
Executive Minister 

 
Rev. Tara Gibbs 

Associate Minister of Spiritual Growth 
 

J. Kevin Gray 
Minister of Music & Worship 

 


