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The Worship of God 
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Childcare is available for birth – kindergarten in the childcare room located in the 
 Cornwell Center (on main level). Please see a greeter for more information.  

Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 
 
 

We invite you to prepare for worship in silence while listening to the prelude. 
 

Prelude      Dr. Matthew Manwarren, Organist  
 “Fantasia on VENI EMMANUEL”  Alec Rowley 
  
*Carol    
 “Once In Royal David’s City”   McKenzie Coleman, Soloist 

 

 
Lighting the Candle of Joy                            Jennifer and Tucker Pearsall with Tucker and Lucy   

  Leader: “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell in your midst,” says the Lord.  
    “Many nations shall join themselves to the Lord and shall be my people; and I will dwell in your  
      midst. And you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you.” 
  

 All:          “Go, eat the fat and drink sweet wine. Send portions to those for whom nothing is  
             prepared, and do not be grieved. For this day is holy and the joy of the Lord is our strength.” 

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept all 

people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status, political 

affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given to all people, and we 

embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world. 

Solo: 

 Choir: 

All: 

All: 

IRBY 

________________________ 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
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(Lighting the Candle of Joy) 

 
*Singing: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome  Rev. Dr. Layne Smith 

If you are our guest today, please scan the QR code below 
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today. 

 
 
 
*Passing of the Peace  
    
First Lesson: Genesis 3:6, 8-13                                                                       Ryan LaPrade, Deacon 
   So, when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that  
   the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her  
   husband, who was with her, and he ate.  
 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But 
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” The man said, “I heard the sound of 
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” The Lord God said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The 
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then 
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.” 

  

 Leader: The story of God for the people of God.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Carol     GIFT OF LOVE
 “One Person Changed Every Life”   Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
  Not satisfied with what you gave,    
  your people sought to be like you. 
  Those early humans disobeyed — 
  Their story is our story, too. 
 

  Then, God, in love, you sent your son, 
  for as in Adam we did fall, 
  so, through the faithfulness of one, 
  salvation was your gift to all. 
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Second Lesson: Genesis 12:1-5                                                                                                                 Rev. Marina Luckhoo 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; 
and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his 
wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons 
whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan.  

 
 Leader: The story of God for the people of God.  
 People: Thanks be to God.  
 
*Carol   Number 74  
 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” stanzas 1, and 3  TOURS 
 
Third Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-5   Rev. Deborah Moore Clark, Deacon 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her 
sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken."  

 
 Leader: The story of God for the people of God.  
 People: Thanks be to God 
 
Solo                                                                                                           David Young, Soloist; Oksana McCarthy, Cellist 
 “Every Valley”  Victor C. Johnson  
  Ev’ry valley shall be exalted  
  and every mountain and hill made low.  
  The crooked made straight  
  and the rough places  plain.  
  Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed  
  and all flesh shall see it together. 
  
  Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb;  
  and the leopard will lie down with the goat.  
  The calf and the lion will live together;  
  and a little child will lead them,  
  and this child will be peace. 
 
               Ev’ry valley shall be exalted,  
  the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
  and all flesh shall see it together. 
      
Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9                                                                                   Ryan LaPrade, Deacon 

 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of its roots. The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
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The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 

 Leader: The story of God for the people of God.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Choral Anthem  Chancel Choir 
 “There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob”  Felix Mendelssohn  
  There shall a star come out of Jacob,  

  and a scepter shall rise out of Israel. 

  There shall a star come out of Jacob;  
  and dash in pieces princes and nations. 
  There shall a star come out of Jacob.  
  How brightly beams the morning star, 
  what sudden radiance from afar, 
  with light and comfort glowing, 
  thy Word, O Lord, radiance darting,  
  truth imparting, gives salvation; 
  thine be praise and adoration! 
 
Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                                                          Rev. Marina Luckhoo 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”   
 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

 

 Leader: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
   
Solo          McKenzie Coleman, Soloist 
 “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord”            Tom Fettke 
  My soul magnifies the Lord: 
  My soul blesses my God and Creator: 
  My spirit rejoices in God, my Savior: 
  My soul magnifies the Lord. 
   

  For the Lord has regarded my lowly estate, 
  A handmaiden worthy but to kneel at His feet. 
  And yet he has blessed me far above ev’ry woman 
  For he that is mighty has done great and glorious things! 
   

  Holy, Holy, Holy. 
  Holy is his name.  
  My soul magnifies the Lord. 
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Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7                                                                                                                          Ryan LaPrade, Deacon 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 
 Leader: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 People: Thanks be to God 
 
Choral Anthem                                                                                                        Chancel Choir; Oksana McCarthy, Cellist 
 “Let the Stable Still Astonish”   Dan Forrest 
  Let the stable still astonish;  

  straw-dirt floor, dull eyes, 

  dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen;  

  crumbling, crooked walls; 

  no bed to carry that pain,  

  and then, the child, 

  rag-wrapped, laid to cry in a trough. 

  Who would have chosen this?  
  Who would have said: “Yes, 
  let the God of all the heavens and earth  
  be born here, in this place.”? 
  Who but the same God  
  who stands in the darker, fouler rooms  
  of our hearts and says, “Yes,  
  let the God of Heaven and Earth 
  be born here ---- in this place.”? 
 
Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-16                                                                                                                    Rev. Marina Luckhoo 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” When the angels had 
left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So, they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  

 
 Leader: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choral Anthem                                                                                                                                 Chancel Choir 
  “How Great Our Joy”      Craig Courtney  
  While by the sheep we watched at night,  
  glad tidings brought an angel bright. 
  How great our joy! How great our joy! 
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  There shall be born, so he did say,  
  in Bethlehem a child today. 
  How great our joy! How great our joy! 
   
  There shall a child lie in a stall,  
  this child who shall redeem us all.  
  This gift of God will cherish well,  
  that ever joy our hearts shall fill.  
 
  Praise we the Lord, 
   praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 
  How Great our Joy! 
 
Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12                                                                                    Rev. Deborah Moore Clark, Deacon 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, scholars from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”  
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage. When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 

 
 Leader: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Carol   Number 116 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   ST. LOUIS 
 
Eighth Lesson, continued: Matthew 2:13-18                                                  Ryan LaPrade, Deacon 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”  

 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the scholars, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all 
the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

 
 Leader: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
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Instrumental                                                                                                                                                             String Quartet  
 “Coventry Carol”                               Arr. Carole Neuen-Rabinowitz  
    
Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14                                                                                                                Rev. Marina Luckhoo 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a parent’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

 
 Leader: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Invitation to Offering   Mike Bowen, Deacon 
   You are invited to give by scanning the QR code below or 

dropping your offering in the plate. 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory   Dr. Matthew Manwarren                                                                                                                                                              

“Fantasia on I Saw Three Ships”                               Raymond Weidner 
             
*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology   MENDELSSOHN 
 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”         
  Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
  late in time behold him come, 
  offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
  veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
  hail th'incarnate Deity, 
  pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
  Jesus, our Immanuel. 
  Hark! the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
*Prayer of Dedication  Mike Bowen, Deacon 
 
*Closing Carol  Number 96 
 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  GLORIA 
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Responding to the Word  Rev. Dr. Layne Smith 
 
Pastoral Blessing 
 
Postlude         Dr. Matthew Manwarren 
 “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella”                                                                                                      arr. Keith Chapman 
 
    
 
 
 

We are pleased to recognize Cindy Clemens as a member of the Deacon Class of 2028. Cindy, we join you in 
prayer and encouragement as you, and the rest of the 2028 class, begin this new year of service. 

 

 

❖ 
 
 

   If you are our guest today, please connect with a 
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag. 

 

    

❖ 

 

 

Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann, 
Hannah Combs, and Eric Roberts. 

 

 

❖ 
 
 

Myers Park Baptist Church is delighted to welcome our special guest musicians this week: 
 

Violin: Jane Hart Brendle 

Violin: Sarah Case 

Viola: Nancy Levine 

Cello: Oksana McCarthy 

 

 

❖ 
 

 

At Myers Park Baptist Church, we strive for inclusive language. However, there are times due to the historical 

nature or context of the text that we choose to leave language unchanged as initially presented. Be assured 

that MPBC holds God as non-gender-specific; God's essence encompasses all. 
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Please note that childcare will not be available during the worship services on December 21 and  

December 28. We appreciate your understanding. 

 

 

 

❖ 
 

 

 

 HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card.  
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Marina Luckhoo at mluckhoo@myersparkbaptist.org. 

 

 

 

 

❖ 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about upcoming events, our church portal, 

 social media pages, and weekly newsletter, simply scan the QR code below. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mluckhoo@myersparkbaptist.org
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We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 

 

One License A-729324   |   WorshipCast License CCS # WC-12779   |   CVLI Video License #504 239 870 

Our Covenant 

 We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By God’s 

grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the faithful.  We are 

discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our responsibility to be faithful 

stewards of our lives and of this world. 

 We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will sustain a 

critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active presence in the world.  

We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an opportunity for growth toward maturity.  

We covenant to be a community of God’s New Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to 

none. 

 We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an instrument for 

reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the dedication of our personal and 

material resources and by all the other ways we express the significance of our lives with God and one 

another. 

 We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the world, 

believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth. 

OUR MINISTERS 
 

J. Kevin Gray 
Minister of Music & Worship 

kgray@myersparkbaptist.org 
 

Rev. Dane Jordan 
Interim Minister of Youth 

djordan@myersparkbaptist.org 

 
Rev. Marina Luckhoo 

Associate Minister 
mluckhoo@myersparkbaptist.org 

 

Rev. Dr. Layne Smith 
Interim Senior Minister 

lsmith@myersparkbaptist.org 
 

 
 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Sunday, December 21 

10:00am-11:00am | Worship – Sanctuary 

11:15am-1:00pm | Spiritual Growth Classes for all 

ages – Multiple Locations 

4:00pm-6:00pm | The Youth Journey Fellowship 

– Youth Hall 

 

Wednesday, December 24 

5:00pm-5:40pm | Holiday Cookies and Cider – 

Heaton Hall Foyer 

5:40pm-6:00pm | Music of Christmas Prelude - 

Sanctuary 

6:00pm-7:00pm | Candlelight Service – 

Sanctuary 

 

Thursday, December 25 

Merry Christmas | Staff Office Closed 

 

Sunday, December 28 

10:00am-11:00am | Worship – Sanctuary 

 

 

704.334.7232 

mpbc@myersparkbaptist.org 

 

We are affiliated with                                    
allianceofbaptists.org                                    
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