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Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political dffiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given to all people,
and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

The Prelude Dr. Matthew Manwarren, Organist
“0O Sacred Head Now Wounded” Johannes Brahms
The Call to Worship and Invocation Layne Smith

*The Opening Hymn
“What Wondrous Love” WONDROUS LOVE
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the heavy cross for my soul!

The Trial - Mark 14:53-65 (NRSV) Marina Luckhoo
They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were
assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he
was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire.

Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to
death; but they found none. For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not
agree. Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will
destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days | will build another, not made with
hands.”” But even on this point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before
them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?”” But he was
silent and did not answer. Again, the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the
Blessed One?” Jesus said, “l am, and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the
Power,” and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.””

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his
blasphemy! What is your decision?”” All of them condemned him as deserving death. Some began to
spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him
over and beat him.

The Hymn of Response
“Were You There” WERE YOU THERE
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

The Sentencing - Mark 15:1-15 (NRSV) J. Kevin Gray
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the
whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him
of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring
against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man
called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection.

*Please rise in body or in spirit.



So, the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he
answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”” For he realized that it
was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the
crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead.

Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So, Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for
them, and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

The Hymn of Response
“Were You There” WERE YOU THERE
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

The Crucifixion — Mark 15:16-39 (NRSV) Layne Smith
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and
they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and after twisting
some thorns into a crown they put it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking
him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to
crucify him.

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha
(which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take
it. And they crucified him and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each
should take.

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him
read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on
his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down
from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also
taunted him.

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”” which means, ‘My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for
Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink,
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from
top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his
last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

The Solo J. Kevin Gray
“When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG
When | survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died,
my richest gain | count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride.

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.



The Closing Hymn
“Were You There” WERE YOU THERE
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

The Stripping of the Chancel
The Recession of the Christ Candle
The Watch

After the ministers have departed, there will be a period of silence representing
Christ’s invitation to his disciples to stay and pray with him in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Choose the length of time you wish to stay and pray and then depart in silence.
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The cover art for this service is from a Stations of the Cross series
painted by men who have also been condemned to die.
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OUR MINISTERS

Rev. J. Kevin Gray Rev. Dane Jordan Rev. Marina Luckhoo Rev. Dr. Layne Smith
Minister of Music & Worship Interim Minister of Youth Associate Minister Interim Senior Minister
kgray@myersparkbaptist.org djordan@myersparkbaptist.org mluckhoo@myersparkbaptist.org  Ismith@myersparkbaptist.org

Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith. By God’s
grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the faithful. We are
discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our responsibility to be faithful
stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith. We will sustain a
critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active presence in the world.
We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an opportunity for growth toward maturity.
We covenant to be a community of God’s New Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to
none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an instrument for
reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the dedication of our personal and
material resources and by all the other ways we express the significance of our lives with God and one
another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the world,
believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included,
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | Igeer@myersparkbaptist.org.
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