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Courageous #4: Fear and anxiety about evil '

HOME GROUP NOTES

BUT WHAT ABOUT...

Do you remember experiencing this as a kid?

Kid #1 will want mom / dad / teacher to do something about another child’s bad behavior, (especially a
brother or sister). But then, when it is their time to face judgment for doing wrong, they complain by
saying, ‘But what about them? What he/she did was worse.” Do you remember this happening?

Or how about as an adult. Have you ever been stopped in traffic by an officer and wanted to or did say
‘But a guy passed me going much faster. (This is a vailed confession!)

A DIALOGUE WITH GOD
For this week, we are going to the book of “Habakkuk” in the Old Testament. It is a dialogue between a
prophet and God. To continue to learn about addressing fear and anxiety, we will read and discuss
“Habakkuk.” An outline of the book might be helpful.

1) The prophet Habakkuk is alarmed about the evil that he sees happening in his culture (Judah)

and complained that God wasn’t doing something about it. (1:1-4)

2) God replies with His plan to address the evil. (1:5-12)

3) Habakkuk then responds with a different complaint. (1:13-2:1)

4) God reveals a vision of His plans. (2:2-20)

5) Habakkuk is changed by God’s revelation. (3:1-19)
If you can, read the entire book of Habakkuk and consider the following questions.

What are the evil actions that the prophet sees happening in his culture? What is his main complaint
to God? (1:1-4)

How will God address the evil in Judah (Israel)? (1:5-6)

How are the Chaldeans / Babylonians described? (1:7-11)

Habakkuk was shocked and incensed by God’s answer (1:5-11). What was his next complaint and the
reasons for it? (1:12-2:1)



What did God reveal about His plans and ways? (2:2-20) Which verses stand out to you?

In chapter three, what does God promise He will do about the evil in the world? How might this
address our own fears and worries?

DISCUSS TOGETHER
What are some parallels between the cultures in “Habakkuk” and our cultures?

In our church survey, anxiety or fear about evils happening in politics and culture ranked high. Are you
surprised? Why do you suppose this is true? What ranks high about concerns in our culture for you?

In this short book, what about ‘the problem of evil’ is answered and what isn’t?

Pastor Walker asked a critical question on this topic: ‘Habakkuk cried out to God about his concerns and
fears. Who are you crying out to?’

How does God address the questions about evil in chapter three? What do we learn about God and His
plans? How might God’s revelation address our fears and anxieties?

APPLY IT THIS WEEK

We have heard that trust in God is often the key antidote to anxiety. What do we learn from
“Habakkuk” that helps us know why we should trust in God? Read 1 Peter 5:6-7. He wants us to cast
our anxieties upon Him. When we have concerns about evil this week, let’s cry out to God!



