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Romans 13:1-7 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good.  
 
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only 
to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the 
authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 10:5-7, 12-17 (TLB) 
There is another evil I have seen as I have watched the world go by, a sad situation concerning kings and 
rulers: 6 For I have seen foolish men given great authority and rich men not given their rightful place of 
dignity! 7 I have even seen servants riding, while princes walk like servants!  
 
12 It is pleasant to listen to wise words, but a fool’s speech brings him to ruin. Since he begins with a 
foolish premise, his conclusion is sheer madness. 14 A fool knows all about the future and tells everyone in 
detail! But who can really know what is going to happen?  
 
15 A fool is so upset by a little work that he has no strength for the simplest matter. 16-17 Woe to the land 
whose king is a child and whose leaders are already drunk in the morning. Happy the land whose king is 
a nobleman and whose leaders work hard before they feast and drink, and then only to strengthen 
themselves for the tasks ahead! 
 

Doug Baker | July 5, 2026 
God’s Good Governance 
Romans 13:1-7; Ecclesiastes 10:5-7,12-17 


