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CHRISTMAS EVE: CHILDREN’S PAGEANT 
PRELUDE:  How Far is it to Bethlehem Traditional English arr. Stephen Paulus 

Please stand and join in singing. 
ENTRANCE HYMN 83   
  O come, all ye faithful Adeste fideles 

Stanzas 1-3, 6 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

God be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

COLLECT FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD BCP, P. 212 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that 
we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he 
comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.   Amen. 

THE STORY OF THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD  
ACCORDING TO THE GOSPELS OF LUKE AND MATTHEW 

Please be seated. 

HOLY FAMILY 

  Hymn 79 - O little town of Bethlehem St. Louis 

Stanzas 1 & 2 
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SHEPHERDS 

  Hymn 101 - Away in a manger Cradle Song 
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ANGELS  (Stanzas 1 & 4) 

SHEPHERDS  (Stanzas 2 & 3) 

  Hymn 96 - Angels we have heard on high  Gloria 
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MAGI 

  Hymn 128 - We three kings of Orient are Three Kings of Orient 

Stanzas 1 & 5 
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CHRIST CHILD  

Please stand and join in singing. 
HYMN 100   
  Joy to the world! the Lord is come Antioch 

All participants in the pageant now return to their seats. 
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BCP, P. 387 
Please stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  FORM III 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
 That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest;  

  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Special intercessions may be offered at this time. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and 
fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but 

as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

Offertory Anthem:  The Earth Stood Still Future of Forestry 
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Please stand as the ushers bring the People’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Altar. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2 EOW, P.60 
God be with you. 

 And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

 We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a 
mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 
fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:  

The People stand or kneel. 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved 
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the 
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified 
by you. 
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave 
thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 
sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your 
Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world 
you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with blessed David of Wales and all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever.   AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

As our Savior Christ taught us, we now pray, 

  Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem: HYMN 79 
  O little town of Bethlehem St. Louis 

Stanzas 3 & 5 

 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

Please be seated. 

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   

Please form two lines in the center aisle and proceed to the Altar if you wish to receive Communion or a blessing.  

If you desire a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.  

Please ask an usher if you need Communion brought to you.  

Gluten-free wafers are available by request. 
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During Communion, the following hymns are sung. Please join in singing while remaining seated.  

Communion Hymns 

  Hymn 102 - Once in royal David’s city Irby 

Stanzas 1-2, 5-6 
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  Hymn 89 - It came upon the midnight clear Carol 
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  Hymn 110 - The snow lay on the ground Venite adoremus 
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  Hymn 109 - The first Nowell the angel did say The First Nowell 
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Please stand.  

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER    
Let us pray. 

  God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 

scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.   Amen. 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 

make you heralds of the Gospel.   Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 

peace and favor.   Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever.   Amen. 
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Please join in singing. 

DISMISSAL HYMN 111   
  Silent night, holy night Stille Nacht 

POSTLUDE 
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