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NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

PRELUDE:  Prelude on ‘Comfort, comfort ye my people’ J.G. Walther 

(Please stand as the Ministers enter the worship space.) 

Introit 
From the womb of my mother the Lord has called me by my name; he has made my mouth like a 

sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he has hidden me; he has made me like a polished arrow. 

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent. 

Isaiah 49.1–2; Psalm 92.11,13 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP, P. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE  
  Glory to you S236 
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The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent 
to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his 
teaching and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his 
example, constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 40:1-11 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.   
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RESPONSE: 
Psalm 85:7-13  (Please sing the refrain after the Cantor and at the appointed times.) BCP, P. 709 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

  Refrain 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

  Refrain 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

  Refrain 

EPISTLE:  Acts 13:14b-26 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.   
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(Please stand and join in singing.) 

SEQUENCE HYMN 67  
  Comfort, comfort ye my people Psalm 42 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:57-80 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON:  The Rev. Kristin Braun 
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(Please stand.) 

THE NICENE CREED BCP, P. 358 

  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  FORM III BCP, P. 387 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

  That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and 
fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but 

as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

  Amen.  

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

Offertory Anthem:  Ut queant laxis Plainsong, Mode II 

At thy clear voice, O holy John, be chastened 
our unclean lips, our fettered tongues be loosened:  

So by thy servants might thy deeds of wonder  
meetly be chanted.  

 
Lo! a swift herald, from the skies descending,  
bears to thy father promise of thy greatness, 

what he shall name thee, all thy life’s unfolding, 
duly revealing. 

 
Scarcely believing message so transcendent,  
him for a season power of speech forsaketh,  
till, at thy wondrous birth, again returneth  

voice to the voiceless.  
 

Thou, in thy mother’s womb abiding, hidden, 
knewest thy Monarch, resting in His chamber,  

whence the two parents, through their children’s merits,  
mysteries uttered. 

 
Praise to the Father, to the Son begotten,  
And to the Spirit, equal power possessing,  

One God whose glory, through the lapse of ages,  
Ever resoundeth.  

 
Paul the Deacon (8th century) 

This the Office hymn for the feast. 

 

 

Please stand as the ushers bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Altar. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A  BCP, P. 361 
The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

(The People remain standing.) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 

and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 

is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 

food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 

holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 

your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ taught us, we now sing, 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER   

  



10 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

  Fraction Anthem 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   

Please form one line in the center aisle and proceed to the Altar, if you want to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available, by request. If you desire a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.  

Communion Anthem:  Tu puer Plainsong, Mode II 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has come to his people and set them free. 

(Please stand.) 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP, P. 365 
Let us pray. 

  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage. Hold fast that which is good; render to no 

one evil for evil; Strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the pow’r of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you forever.  

  Amen. 
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(Please join in singing.) 

DISMISSAL HYMN 535 
  Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim Paderborn 

DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE:  Prelude on ‘Comfort, comfort ye my people’ J.G. Walther 
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