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The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. 

PRELUDE:  Variations on the Introit 

(Please stand.) 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

PRAYERS  adapted in part from ‘A Prayer for Pride Sunday’, Trinity Wall Street, 2018 

Loving God, source of all creation, you endowed all people with inherent dignity and worth, and 
you invite us to treat each other in ways that honor and value that worth. God, our friend, you told 
our ancestors that the rainbow is a sign of your blessing and protection, especially after times of 
despair. 

We gather today to remember all those who have worked and are working to make your church a 
place of invitation for LGBTQIA+ people. 

We gather today to remember those who have fought for equality. Because of them we are safe to 
gather here in public and to live in freedom. 

We gather today remembering those for whom these freedoms are not yet realized. We pray for 
those who live under the threat or fear of intimidation, oppression, and violence by their neighbors 
or by the state. 

We remember those who fight for equality today and tomorrow. We will never forget. 

We gather today remembering that your challenge to love our neighbors will challenge even us. 

We gather today remembering that for some of us welcome and celebration in our families and faith 
communities is sometimes occasional or elusive. 

We gather today in anticipation of that day when all people, nations, and races may serve you in 
harmony around your heavenly throne; 

And finally, Loving God, we thank you for loving us, blessing us, and calling us your beloved 
children. Help us to leave this place filled with your light and your love. We ask all this in your Son’s 

name.   Amen. 

PRAYER FOR LIGHT  

Let us pray. 

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and shed its light on 

those around us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the 

true and never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lit, and the lights are raised, while silence is kept. 

THE OPEN TABLE 
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(Please join in singing.) 

HYMN:  O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ Phos Hilaron 

THE WORD OF GOD 

God be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
God of eternal love, you fashioned the heavens and the earth and called forth all creatures into 
being, you made humankind in your loving image, and you see all you have made and name it good; 
Open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us to honor your image in one another, for the 

honor of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

READING:  1 John 4:7-12 

A Reading from the First Book of John. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In 
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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(Please join in singing.) 

SEQUENCE HYMN 
  I want to walk as a child of the light Kathleen Thomerson 
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Deacon 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:14-16 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp 

puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven. 

Deacon 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON:  The Rev. Stanford Adams 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader 

Holy and life-giving God, today we give thanks for intimate friendships and sacred love as we 

prepare for the risen Christ.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

God of love, you sent your Son to become one of us, and so he knew the joy of intimate friendship 

and human love. We pray that the Church may show forth the patient and compassionate love of 

your son Jesus to all people, that they may be drawn to life-giving relationships with you and with 

one another.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

God of love, we know that the world is not yet your realm on earth. We pray for those in power. 

Inspire the hearts of the leaders of nations and people that they might be moved to compassion and 

action for the many who are shunned, mocked, wounded, and killed because of who they love or 

who they are.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

God of love, you created astonishing diversity in all that lives, and blessed it as good. We pray that 

the gifts of your lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender children may be recognized, welcomed, and 

celebrated both in the Church and in the world.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 

lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 

have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 

done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

  Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Siblings, we are God’s servants, working together. Let us each serve then, as the Lord assigns, and 
work for the common purpose of the kingdom. 

(Please join in singing, while remaining seated.)  

Offertory Hymn   
  God is love, let heaven adore him Abbot’s Leigh 
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Please stand as the ushers bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Altar. 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2 
(Please stand.) 

The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a 
mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 
fullness of your love. 
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And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:  

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved 
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the 
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified 
by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 

you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 

and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 

who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 

sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your 

Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world 

you have made. 
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In the fullness of time bring us, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed David of Wales, and all your 

saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from 

the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever.   AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

  Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial,  

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem 
We break this bread 
to share in the Body of Christ. 

  We who are many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   

Please form two lines to receive Communion or a blessing and proceed to the altar. Gluten-free is available, by request. 

If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. 

Communion Music:  Who is my Neighbor Fr. Lawrence Waddy 

(Please stand.)  

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

  Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, 

forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in 

the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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SENDING FORTH PRAYER & BLESSING 
Almighty God, whose will it is to be glorified in your saints, and who calls us all to be a light in the 

world: Let your glory shine, we pray, in our hearts, that our generation may show forth your praise, 

for you have called us out of darkness into your marvelous light. Renew and strengthen the passion 

in us to continue this holy work of welcome, inclusion, and celebration through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

  Amen. 

(Please join in singing.) 

DISMISSAL HYMN  
  Be thou my vision Slane 

DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 
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