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BLUE CHRISTMAS 

PRELUDE:  Meditation on the introit 

WELCOME 

(Please stand.) 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 

PRAYER FOR LIGHT  

Let us pray. 

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and shed its light on 

those around us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the 

true and never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lit, and the lights are raised, while silence is kept. 

(Please join in singing.) 

HYMN:  O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ Phos Hilaron 

  



2 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

COLLECT FOR ADVENT  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 40:1, 25-31 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

   says your God. 

To whom then will you compare me, 

   or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

   Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

   calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

   mighty in power, 

   not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 

   and speak, O Israel, 

‘My way is hidden from the LORD, 

   and my right is disregarded by my God’? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

   his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 

   and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

   and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

   they shall walk and not faint. 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.   
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RESPONSE:  Psalm 121  (The Cantor will chant the psalm.)  
I lift up my eyes to the hills;  

 from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord,  

 the maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved  

 and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel  

 shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

The Lord himself watches over you;  

 the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day,  

 nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;  

 it is he who shall keep you safe. 

The Lord shall watch over your going out and 

 your coming in,  

  from this time forth for evermore. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:28-30 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HOMILY:  The Rev. Angela Cortiñas 
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CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 
(Please stand.) 
We light this Advent candle to remember those persons who have been loved and lost. We pause to 
remember their name, their face, their voice. We give thanks for the memory that binds them to us 
this season which anticipates Christmas. 

  May God’s eternal love surround them. Silence 

Reader 
We light the second candle to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the 
loss of health. As we gather up the pain of the past, we offer it to You, O God, asking that into our 
open hands. You will place the gift of peace. 

  Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and Lead us into your future. Silence 

Reader 
We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and remember the 
past weeks, months and for some of us, years of down times. We remember the poignancy of 
memories, the grief, the sadness, the hurts, the pain of reflecting on our own mortality. 

  Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. Silence 

Reader 
This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope which God offers to us in the 
Christmas story. We remember that God who shares our life, promises us a place and time of no 
more pain and suffering. 

  Let us remember the one who shows the way and who goes with us into our tomorrow. 
Silence. 

Intercessor 
In the spirit of this season, let us now ask our God for what we need for ourselves as we participate 
in the Christmas season as people coping with our loss, pain, suffering, loneliness, grief, sadness. In 
response to the words, “Loving God, hear our prayer”, you’re invited to respond with “And in your 
merciful love, answer.”  

God, we come to you as Christmas dawns with the pain growing inside us. As the nights have been 
growing longer, so has the darkness wrapped itself around our hearts. In this season of our longest 
nights, we offer to you the pain in our hearts, the traumas that some of us cannot put into words. 
Loving God, hear our prayer,  

  And in your merciful love, answer. 

Compassionate God, there are those among us who are grieving over what might have been. A 
death or loss has changed our experience of Christmas. Once it was a special day for us too, but 
someone has died or moved away. Or we have lost a job, a dream, a goal, a cause. We find ourselves 
adrift, alone, lost. Loving God, hear our prayer, 

  And in your merciful love, answer. 

The Christmas season reminds us of all that used to be and cannot be anymore. The memories of 
what was, the fears of what may be, stifle us. All around us we hear the sounds of celebration. But all 
we experience is a sense of feeling blue. Please be near us this night. Loving God, hear our prayer, 

  And in your merciful love, answer. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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OFFERTORY 

Offertory Sentence:  To all of you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 

peace in the name of the Lord. 

Offertory Hymn:  (Please join in singing, while remaining seated.) 
  Comfort, comfort ye my people Psalm 42 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B  
The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 

error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

  We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed David of Wales, and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 

And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,   

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

  Fraction Anthem Missa de Lumine 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   

Please form two lines, if you want to receive Communion or receive a blessing. To indicate you want a blessing, please 

cross your arms over your chest. Gluten-free is available, by request. 

Communion Anthem:  Awake my Soul Mumford & Sons 

(Please stand.)  

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

  Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us  

as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us  

with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR THE NIGHT  (Please read in unison.) 

Let us pray. 

  Lord, 

It is night. 

The night is for stillness. 

 Let us be still in the presence of God. 

It is night after a long day. 

 What has been done has been done; 

 what has not been done has not been done; let it be. 

The night is dark. 

 Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. 

The night is quiet. 

 Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 

  all dear to us, and all who have no peace. 

The night heralds the dawn. 

 Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

BLESSING 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always.   Amen. 
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DISMISSAL HYMN: 
  Abide with me: fast falls the eventide Eventide 

DISMISSAL 
Let us bless the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE:  I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For U2 
  



11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Missa de Lumine’ Music adapt. and arr. by Kathleen Demny, inspired by an arr. by Carol Browning. © 2021 

GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-736817. 



   



   



  


