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FEAST OF THE ASCENSION, YEAR B 

PRELUDE:  On the Evening of the Ascension of Our Lord Paul Benoit 

(Please stand as the Ministers enter the worship space.) 

Introit 
Men of Galilee, why do you stand and gaze in wonder up into heaven? Alleluia. In the same way that 

you saw him ascending into heaven, he will come again, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Acts of the Apostles 1.11 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP, P. 355 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

(Please join in singing.) 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

  All glory be to God on high Allein Gott in der Höh  
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The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

COLLECT FOR ASCENSION DAY BCP, P. 226 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he 

might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with 

his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.   Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

FIRST READING:  Acts 1:1-11  

The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.   

RESPONSE:   
Psalm 47 (Please sing the Refrain after the Cantor and at the appointed times.) BCP, P. 650 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 

shout to God with a cry of joy. 

2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared; * 

he is the great King over all the earth. 

  Refrain 

3 He subdues the peoples under us, * 

and the nations under our feet. 

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, * 

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

  Refrain 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7 For God is King of all the earth; * 

sing praises with all your skill. 

8 God reigns over the nations; * 

God sits upon his holy throne. 

  Refrain 

9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 

with the people of the God of Abraham. 

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 

and he is highly exalted. 

  Refrain 
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EPISTLE:  Ephesians 1:15-23 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.   

(Please stand and join in singing.) 

SEQUENCE HYMN 215 
  See the Conqueror mounts in triumph In Babilone 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:44-53 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON:  The Rev. Dr. Chuck Treadwell 

(Please stand.) 

THE NICENE CREED BCP, P. 358 

  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  FORM III BCP, P. 388 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

  That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:” 
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that 
heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, now and for ever.  

  Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

Offertory Anthem:  Gen Himmel fährt der Herre Christ Johannes Eccard 

To heav‘n ascendeth Christ our Lord, 
his rightful place is now restored. 

He ruleth for all time to come, 
the comfort of all Christendom. 

O clap your hands o’er all the earth, 
and praise him with great sound of mirth, 

ye Christan folk, rejoicing, 
your heav’nly praises voicing: 
All glory be to God on high: 

the Reign of God is nigh. 
Sing joyful alleluia; 

alleluia reply! 
Eric Mellenbruch, after Ludwig Helmbold 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP, P. 361 
The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
After his glorious resurrection he openly appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into 
heaven, to prepare a place for us; that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in 
glory. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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(The People remain standing.) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
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As our Savior Christ taught us, we now sing, 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER    

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

  Fraction Anthem 
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INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   

Please form one line in the center aisle and proceed to the Altar, if you want to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available, by request. If you desire a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. 

(Please stand.) 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP, P. 366 
Let us pray. 

  Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
May the risen Christ, who has passed into the heavens, clothe you with power from on high, and the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 

you always.   Amen. 
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DISMISSAL HYMN (Please join in singing.) 

  Rejoice, the Lord of life ascends tune: Kedron 

 

DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 

  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

POSTLUDE:  Prelude on ‘Kedron’ Wilbur Held 
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‘All glory be to God on high’ Words tr. F. Bland Tucker. © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. 

‘Holy, holy, holy’ Music by Richard Proulx. © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.  
‘Our Father’ Music by McNeil Robinson II. © 1984 Theodore Presser Co.  

‘Christ our Passover’ Music adapt. David Hurd. © 1979 GIA Publications, Inc. 
‘Rejoice, the Lord of life ascends’ Words by Albert F. Bayly. © 1979 Oxford University Press 

Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-736817



 

 



   



   



   



  


