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ADVENT

256 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let yourlights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain pro-claim the bride-groom near;

3 Our hope and ex-pec - ta - tion, O Je-sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ningis ad - vanc - ing and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach - es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night -ed sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.

With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we look, O Lord, to you
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at hand.
for  all theearth’s re - demp - tion, cre - a - tion made a - new.
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TEXT: Laurentius Laurenti (1700). Tr. Sarah Borthwick Findlater (1854), alt.
TUNE: Johann A. Freylinghausen (1710); C. Gregor Choralbuch (1784)
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REJOICE (151 1)



ADVENT 2

(Standing)

Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done marvelous things.

We will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and tell of God’s deeds in songs of
joy.
Awake, awake, you people of God, put on your festive garments.

For God has already clothed us with the garments of salvation and has covered
us with the robe of righteousness.

The Holy One has delivered us and has become our salvation.
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All praise to  you, e - ter - mnal Lord, clothed in a
All this for us your love has done; by this to
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garb of flesh and blood; choos-ing a man - ger
you our love is won; for this we  sing through
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for your throne, while worlds on  worlds are yours a - lone.
all  our days and shout our thanks in cease - less praise.
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We give thanks to you, eternal God, for the Word in human form given to us in
the child of Bethlehem.

The Word speaks to us in a way we cannot avoid:

Therefore, let us put aside the masks of pretended righteousness and confess our
sins to God.
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(Kneeling or sitting)

ADVENT 2

Gracious God, this Advent season stirs a longing to have Christ come alive
within us, yet we allow ourselves to become enslaved to cynicism, selfishness,
and greed. In a season for freely giving and receiving, we tend to live by debt
and obligation. We rush from task to task, scarcely opening our eyes to the
peace and beauty around us. We glory in the visions of the old man Zechariah
in the temple, which were fulfilled in his wife, Elizabeth; but our ministry to
the elderly in our midst falls short. We sing of One who was laid in a borrowed
manger, but we ignore the poor and homeless among us. We decry the violence
of a wicked king, yet we are too often silent in the face of abuse and injustice
around us. For these and all our sins, forgive us, we pray, gracious God.

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to them and
proclaim that they have suffered long enough, that their penaltyis paid, and their

sins are forgiven.

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. Christ Jesus gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify a people
of his own. Thanks be to God!

(Standing)

JUDGMENT (585 A)
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came with peace from realms on high;
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al - le - - ia! Came in deep hu - mil - i ty.
al - le - lu - ia! Comes to save us from de - spair.
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ADVENT 2

We believe in Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, who lived among us as foretold by the
prophets, who was descended from the royal line of David, and who was baptized
in the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might.

He does not judge by what his eyes see, nor decide by what his ears hear; but
with righteousness he judges the poor and decides with equity for the meek
of the earth.

We believe in the coming reign of God when justice will be established in the
earth.

How wonderful it is to see a messenger coming across the mountains who
brings good news, the news of peace, who announces salvation, who says,

“Your God reigns.”

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.

The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
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ADVENT 2
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With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we look, O Lord, to vyou
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for  all the earth’s re - demp - tion, cre - a - tion made a - new.
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(All may join in the following prayers of intercession,
or the service may proceed as the liturgist directs.)

(Sitting)

Christ, the Light of the world, empower us to shine as lights in this dark world
of sin.

Christ, the Creative Word, by whom all things were made, lead us into good
stewardship of creation that we and our children may preserve and enjoy the
world entrusted to us.

Christ, the Living Truth, give us the spirit of wisdom and understanding that sees
beyond temporal values to discern your truth and to declare it.

Christ, our Righteous Judge, give us courage to stand by the poor, the meek,
and the oppressed; and strengthen our support for all who are their advocates.

Christ, the Lamb of God, send us forth as your ambassadors of reconciliation in
a broken and troubled world; bring peace to the conflicts of nations, races, and
tribes.

We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that we might proclaim the mighty acts of him who called us out of
darkness and into his marvelous light. May our lives show forth that which
we truly are. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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ADVENT 2

(Standing)

May the Lord make us increase in love for one another and for all.

May the Holy Spirit strengthen us to become more like Christ as we eagerly

await his coming.

GERMANY (22 R)
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We long for might - vy signs of God - ca - the - dral,
But poor, in weak - ness, comes the Christ; his glo - ry
Not in our own strength, Lord, we  move; your king - dom
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mir - a - cle and sword, his pow'r and glo - 1y
gone, no king we see; a ser - vant Lord, no
falls not when we  fall, but for - ward press - es
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writ - ten plain - so none may doubt that he is ~ Lord.
praise he seeks. Thus comes God's power to  you and me.
day by  day un - til your truth is known to all.
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TEXT: © by Hermann I. Weinlick
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ADVENT

271

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor-tal flesh keep si - lence, and with fear and
2 King of kings, yet born  of Mar - vy, as of old on
3 Rankon rank the host of heav - en  spreadsits van-guard
4 At his feet the six - winged ser - aph;  cher - u - bim, with
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trem - bling stand, pon-der noth-ing earth - ly mind - ed,
earth he stood, Lord of lords, in  hu - man ves - ture —
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TEXT: From the Liturgy of St. James. Tr. Gerard Moultrie (1864)

TUNE: Trad. French melody
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ADVENT
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scend ed our full hom - age to de - mand.
faith ful his own self for heavn - ly food.
van ish as the dark-ness clears a - way.
Iu ia, al -le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!
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SERVICE MUSIC

O Jesus Christ, Our Gracious King
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TEXT: Michael Weisse (1531). Tr. Ewald V. Nolte (1966)
TUNE: Michael Weisse (1531)
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On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry

ADVENT

267
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1 On Jor - dan’s banks the Bap - tist’s cry an -
2 Then cleansed Dbe ev - 'ty life from sin; make
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health re - store, and
7 5 ' z:J ‘:I ' =Y A
i he e — —f B
m X | 1 S | LI
| r | | r\./r |
#—_'gll i i,‘ l = ' = i 4| i
Gt == : ; ———
nounc - es that the Lord is nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
straight the way for God with-in, and let us all  our
ref - uge and our great re-ward; with - out your grace we
m_jke us rise to fall no more; O let  your face up-
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for he brings glad  tid ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre-pare  for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and  fill the world with love  di- vine.
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5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,

and Holy Spirit, evermore.

TEXT: Charles Coffin (1676-1749). Composite tr.
TUNE: Adapt. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621). Setting ©1959 by A. R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd.,
an imprint of Cassell PLC.
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