Independence Day Loveteast
June 28, 2026




NATIONAL OCCASIONS

(Standing)
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Praise the Lord, all you nations!
Extol him, all you peoples!

For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures
forever.

Praise the Lord!
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NATIONAL OCCASIONS

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live upon
it. Let all people everywhere know that the supreme God has power over the
human kingdom and that he can give it to anyone he chooses — even to the least
important. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of his heart to
all generations. Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord.

Praise the Lord!
Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,

For the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.

BATTLE HYMN
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rock and not the sand: the liv - ing God be praised!
rich - es, be at peace: the liv - ing God be praised!
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TEXT: Fred Pratt Green. © by Hope Publishing Company
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NATIONAL OCCASIONS

(Kneeling or sitting)

Almighty God, ruler of nations, to whose grace we owe the manifold blessings
of this land,

We worship you with grateful hearts.

We confess that in many ways we have turned aside from your commandments,
and it is because of your steadfast love that we are not consumed. You offer us
mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against you, and have not obeyed
your command to walk in your laws, which you have set before us.

Lord, have mercy on us, and blot out our transgressions.

We pray, Lord, that you will guide and bless all who are in places of authority.
Protect them from violence, and fill the hearts of the people with respect and love
for them, because you have established their authority. Raise up for us leaders
who will carry out all your purpose, and, in patience and courage, will depend on
you.

Save your people, and bless your heritage.

Make of this nation an instrument for the promotion of peace, freedom, and
righteousness. May it be a haven for the oppressed of other lands, a home of
happiness for all who dwell within its borders; and may our commitment to
liberty and justice for all be preserved for the generations to come.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.

Guide us and our leaders through the Spirit of Christ’s love as we struggle with
matters of teaching and learning, home and family, health and security, work and
justice. Turn the hearts of all people to you, that they may seek eternal life
through Jesus Christ, who redeems us and our world.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.

Grant wisdom to those who are of the family of faith. Enable us to accept the
authority of government for your sake, ready for every good work, abstaining
from every form of evil, and paying to all whatever is due them. As citizens of
this nation may we bring credit to our Savior in all we do.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.
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NATIONAL OCCASIONS

Grant to the people of this and all other lands a love of peace and order, that the
nations shall learn war no more. Hasten the day when the kingdom of the world

shall become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever
and ever.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God. Amen.

(Standing)
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TEXT: William Watkins Reid, Jr. © by The Hymn Society
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PEACE AND JUSTICE

683 O God of Ev’ry Nation
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TEXT: William W. Reid, Jr. (1958). ©1958. Renewal 1986 by The Hymn Society 7.6.7.6.D.
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Hope Publishing Company.
TUNE: Welsh hymn melody. Harm. as in the English Hymnal (1906) LLANGLOFFAN



NATURE OF THE CHURCH

Highly Favored Congregation
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5 By love’s closest bonds united,
as the Lord’s own family,
be to serve his name excited,
be to him a fruitful tree.

TEXT: Samuel T. Benade (1789), alt.
TUNE: Herrnhut (c. 1735); John Thommen (1745); C. Gregor Choralbuch (1784)
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Our Tithes and Off’rings, Lord, We Bring 815

Our tithes and off’rings, Lord, we bring;
with grateful hearts to you we sing.
You are the source of ev'ry gift,

to you our song of thanks we lift.

TEXT: W. Thomas Stapleton (1989). ©1989 by W. Thomas Stapleton
METER: L.M.
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