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Lighting of the First Advent Candle
HOPE through Healing and Health

 
Today, we begin our celebration of Advent. For these next four
Sundays, we will eagerly anticipate the gift that is ours in Jesus
Christ. To guide us through this Advent season, we will use the
candles arranged in this wreath to help us remember that Jesus is the
light of the world. The wreath itself forms a circle because life in
Christ has no end. 

 
On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. 

We rejoice that in Jesus Christ, God is with us, Immanuel. 
 

(The first candle is lit.)
 

Hope is our assurance that God is with us even in the darkest of
times. 

Hope is our confidence that God’s presence is felt around the
world through the work of the Church. Gracious God, help each

of us to bring hope into the lives of others. 
Hope is our belief that the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. 

God is our hope today and forever! Thanks be to God for His
indescribable gift! 

 
In the village of Ahuas, Honduras, the Moravian Medical Clinic
brings hope to a region lacking in medical resources. These doctors
and nurses set broken bones, do surgeries, stitch up wounds, and
deliver babies.

We thank God for the healing touch. 
 

The Dwelling in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, stewards a mobile
shower ministry where people experiencing homelessness can be
washed and renewed as a reminder of their belovedness. Healing
and dignity can come with the gift of water.

We thank God for the healing touch. 



Waconia Moravian Church in Minnesota hosts community wellness
events for youth, which include wellness checks, mental health
resources, and the assurance of a safe space where all youth will be
welcomed, accepted, and loved.

We thank God for the healing touch. 
 

In this time, our congregation celebrates the light of Hope in our
community and through our shared ministry: 

 
(Speak aloud areas of work and ministry around healing and health.)

 
And all God’s children say:

We thank God for the healing touch. 
 

ST. THEODULPH (151 G)
The hope of our salvation is ours to fill our hearts.

Christ came to dwell among us and share our common plight. 
The whole world’s grief and suff’ring and earth’s unspoken pain,

your perfect hope embraces till only hope remains.
 

We pray today for all God’s children,
That each one might know the hope, peace, joy, and love that

comes from God to the world through the advent of the Christ
Child. Amen.
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