*Indicates all who are able may stand

% IS Red Clay Creek

500 McKennans Church Road
Wilmington DE 19808
(302) 998-0434 / rccpc.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY / SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026 / 10 AM

Rooted in Love, Lighting the Way

Welcome to worship, welcome to Red Clay, welcome home!

We're glad you're here. If needed, a family area with CCTV is in the narthex near the front doors,
and our nursery is open for young children. Restrooms are available by exiting out the side door near
the pulpit and turning left. After worship, join us for Coffee Hour in Founders Hall by the main
parking lot. Please silence your cell phone as we enter into worship.

GATHER

LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE (a silent prayer)

God of grace and mercy, as we await the Prince of Peace, we come to you with hearts yearning for
the day when your peace reigns in the world. May your light dispel the darkness of discord, and
may nations unite in the pursuit of harmony and justice. Inspire onr leaders with wisdom and
compassion that they may work for the well-being of all. Amen.

PRELUDE

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS EEE
One: The Lord be with you. m%
Many: And also with you. [=]t

Sign-Up!



*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: We gather here today, All-Living God, because we can be
nowhere else.
Many: We must praise you for your mighty works and commit ourselves

to your eternal purposes. May we give ourselves more fully to
living out the truth of the resurrection, not only on Easter, but
every day of our lives, even into the life everlasting.

*HYMN 246 Christ is Alive!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the grand day of days in which
you resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead. You defeated death and
established your reign over all things, including sin and death.

Many: We confess that we continue to live in fear, and doubt or even
deny the very grace you’ve given us. Grant us courage and grace
to celebrate your resurrection victory so that we might see your
power made real in our world. While we may doubt, deny or
forsake you, your ever-present grace surrounds us and keeps us
together.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: God’s love is deeper than the deepest ocean and higher than the sky!

Many: We have confidence today because this God who makes
resurrection possible is the same God who loves us into life and
calls us into service. These are words we can trust: in Jesus Christ
we all are forgiven! Alleluia!

*SUNG RESPONSE Christ Arose
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rose! He a-rose! Hal -le-lu - jah! Christ a - rose!

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Please greet those around you, wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ.”

CHILDREN’S MOMENT & THE LORD’S PRAYER

At the conclusion, we look forward to welcoming all children through 8" grade to the nursery
or their Sunday school classes, as the congregation prepares to hear the sermon.

SUNG RESPONSE Christ Arose (refrain)

Up from the grave He arose, with a might triumph o’er His foes;
He arose a victor from the dark domain,
and He Iives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!

PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

CALL TO THE OFFERING

collection plate. Envelopes are available in the pews for specified giving. 'The
gray envelopes are for our Roots & Rays Fund, which goes to creative
outreach projects in the community.




MUSICAL OFFERING How Gteat Thou Art atr. Craig Courtney

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE In Christ Alone

What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN 231 Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers
LISTEN
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 24:13-27

MUSICAL OFFERING

SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 24:28-35

SERMON Business as Usual Rev. Edee Chase Fenimore
SEND

*HYMN 248 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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We are grateful to have The Rev. Edee Chase Fenimore preaching today!
Edee is delighted to be back at Red Clay, having served several years as a Parish
Associate here. She describes herself as a widow, mother, grandmother,
great grandmother and storyteller.

Thanks to today’s worship participants:

Care Choir & Chancel Choir, Music Ministry
Bob Kissell, Usher Captain
Brandon & Diane Wallace, Greefers

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Mack Z. Norris’ birthday,
by Ed & Mary Notris.
v

Join us for refreshments & fellowship in Founders Hall following the postlude.

Through a series of in-person messages, devotionals, and worship opportunities,
we hope to keep you connected to—and nurtured by—the Red Clay Creek
Presbyterian Church community. Make sure you’re signed up for our Thursday
eNews, Facebook, and Instagram accounts. Visit www.rccpc.org.
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Red Clay Creek Presbyterian invites you to
its Szgnature Services & Events during the coming year.

KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTAN — April 261, 2026 | 10AM

Kirk is the Scottish word for church, so a church celebration and blessing of the tartans in
our Presbyterian church honors both local and church heritage since it was the Scots who
brought the Presbyterian Church to America.

OUTDOOR SERVICE & PICNIC — June 7t, 2026 | 10AM

Join us in the back meadow for worship and our annual picnic.

CAMP RED CLAY — July 2026 | 9AM-12PM
Kids will have music, drama, visual arts, snacks, and FUN, culminating with BINGO and
performance night, as well as Youth Sunday.

HOMECOMING SUNDAY — September 6th, 2026 | 10AM
We mark our return to regular church programming with the start of our fall sermon
series and Sunday School kick off.

FALL CELEBRATION SUNDAY — October 25%, 2026 | 10AM

A joyous worship service where we give Bibles to our 3rd graders and dedicate our
pledges, followed by outdoor trunk-or-treat and a flag football game.

ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY — November 15%, 2026 | 10AM

We give thanks for God's many blessings and our rich history of over 300 years.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE — December 24th; 2026
¢ Family Service with Impromptu Pageant | 4PM
¢ Holy Night Service with Candlelight | 8PM
¢ Candlelight & Communion | 11PM

ROOTS AND RAYS SERVICE CHALLENGE — February —March, 2027
A month-long service effort each year, that directs our intention to the needs of our
community.

HoOLY WEEK 2027
¢ Maundy Thursday — March 25t ; Good Friday — March 26t
¢ Resurrection Remembrance Service — March 28% | 9:30AM Worship
¢ Easter Sunday — March 28% | 10AM Worship



WELCOME TO RED CLAY

For LARGE print bulletins or children’s bulletins, please ask an Usher.
Restrooms are available. Just ask!

Welcome to worship, welcome to Red Clay, welcome home! Rooted in God’s
abiding love for all, our church is lighting the way for friendship, compassion, and
service. All are welcome, for Jesus gathers us together even as we divide ourselves by
politics, denomination, or whatever labels the world puts on us. Please join us for
coffee hour in Founder’s Hall after service, and stop by the welcome cart in the
hallway to learn more about our community. We hope you will worship with us again
soon! If you are interested in deepening your participation, or if you just love Red
Clay, it’s time to think about membership! Contact Elder Karen Vordemberge at
kvordemberge@gmail.com.

Here at Red Clay, we have numerous groups that are open and that welcome
newcomers, including, e.g., Quilters, Crafters, "Friends and Fellowship" free
luncheon for seniors, Bible study, ROMEOs ("Retited Old Men Eating Out"),
Centering Prayer and “The Arcaders” social group for GenX and Millennials. Details
can be found at www.recpe.orgl

Children: Nursery care is available from 9:45AM through the conclusion of worship
in Room 305 (just down the hallway from the sanctuary). After the Children's
Moment, Pre-K - Kindergarteners will adjourn to Room 303, Grades 1-3 will adjourn
to Room 206, and Grades 4-8 will adjourn to Room 202/204.

— UPCOMING EVENT SPOTLIGHT
I Good Groups are Happening: April 19t-May 16!
From April 19t through May 16t our church will be centered on a
worship series called “GODTALKS”—a season focused on when
God speaks out loud. Alongside worship, we’re offering short-term
small groups called Good Groups, designed simply to help people
gather, discover good together, & build friendships. Each group will
meet 4x, at a time and place you choose; for each gathering, Pastor
Nate will provide a simple weekly insert that everyone will have in I

hand. Please sign-up for your group TODAY in Founders Hall or =
: online at https:/ /rccpc.org/signup/!
L onimenhn pes/ recpe org/egnup/ §c§a|
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RED CLAY CREEK PRESBYTERIAN — MINISTERS, STAFF ¢ CHAIRS

Rev. Dr. Nathaniel D. Phillips, Senior Pastor/ Head of Staff
Rev. Emily Schwenker

Jeftrey Miller, Director of Music
Deena Andrews, Director of Children’s Choir
Lisa Nichols, Bed Choir Director

Rachele Gilmore, Director of Community Life % Ben Andrews, Director of Christian Formation
Barbara Vanderkraats, Pastoral Care Coordinator
Jamie Russell, Director of Children’s Ministries
Judy Lozier, Nursery Director % Sofia Martin, Nursery Support
Delaney Christel, Josephine DeCaire, Quiara Smith, Sunday School Teachers

Julie Reeder, Office Coordinator % Dinyar Vania, Facilities Manager
Kelley Notrton, Administrative Assistant % Anthony M. Condoluci-Smith, Financial Associate

Charlie Hannagan, Technology Support
A. Leonhard, S. Armstrong, A. Bloom, K. Ciabattoni, D. Howarth, Livestream Production

Nancy James, Clerk of Session % Kathy Ciabattoni, Deacon Moderator
Bill Ciabattoni, Belong Chair % Darlyn Green-Kocher, Nurture Chair
Linda Reisot, Reach Chair % Lois Galinat, Rejoice Chair
Brandon Wallace, Finance Chair % Christine Fischer, Personnel Chair
Matk Cozine, Home Chair % John Gast, Adpinistration Chair
Andrew Bloom, Community Partners % Marcia Kelly, Memory Garden Chair
* For a complete list of all Session Ruling Elders and Board of Deacons members, please refer to https:/ | www.recpe.org.

A NOTE ON THE LOGO

Our church has "roots" in the community that date back to 1722. We have been a good neighbor when we wete
surrounded by farmland up until now when we are surrounded by the suburbs. Our history helps us remember a
time when people helped one another out because that was the right thing to
do. We hope to be a sign that this kind of community can still exist. We also
believe that, in order for that community to exist, we need to stay "rooted" in
the Good News that God has chosen to love us - not because of who we are,
but because of who God is. We call that grace.

That is where the "rays" come in. We hope to extend our love, and the love
we know from the graciousness of God, in many ways today. This means
engaging in friendships with those that Jesus would have made friends with -
those that feel isolated for any number of reasons. We know we will never be
perfect at that, but we will try! We are especially aware that churches have long
held back from friendship with others based on age, economics, sexuality, race,
disability, and the list goes on. We seck to be something different than that.
Thete ate so many stories about how Jesus entered into life-affirming
friendships with those that others wouldn't. We seck to be like Jesus.

Right there, in the center of it all, is the cross. For us, the cross is a "Tree of Life." It represents how God broke
into this wotld to establish a new way of being alive. It symbolizes how God calls us to love with freedom, with
recklessness even, if it means connecting the world to the wonder of God's transformative presence.



Christ Is Alive! 246
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians  sing.  The cross stands
2 Christ is a - live! No lon - ger bound to dis - tant
3 In ev -ery in - sult rift and war where col - or
4 Wom - en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to bring good news to
=
: -~ —
=7 » "
| 4 l l
H
7
y 4% I I

|
i —1—1 . =t *—]
CIAE T R T T

\-/
emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years  in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, oOr wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - ery age, till earth and  sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ery place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.

o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and praise.
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In 1968 Easter fell ten days after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., and this text was written to
express an Easter hope while mindful of that terrible event. Buoyed by a triple-arched tune, it affirms the
presence of a wounded, risen Christ with all who suffer.



rist Has Risen While Earth Slumbers 231
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1 Christ has ris-en while earth slum-bers; Christ has ris-en where hope died,
2 Christ has ris-en for the peo - ple whom he died to love and save;
3 Christ has ris-en and for ev - er lives to chal-lenge and to change
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as he saidand as he prom-ised, as we doubt-ed and de - nied.

Christ has ris-en for the wom-en bring-ing flowers to grace his grave.
all whose lives are messed or man-gled, all who find re - li-gion strange.
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Let the moon em-brace the bless-ing; let the sun sus-tain the cheer;
Christ has ris - en  for dis-ci - ples hud-dled in an up -stairs room.
Christ is ris - en, Christ is pres - ent mak -ing us what he has been:
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let the world con-firm the ru-mor: Christ is ris-en, God is here!
He whose word in-spired cre-a-tion can’t be si-lenced by the tomb.
ev - i - dence of trans-for-ma-tion in which God is known and seen.
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Beginning with rather conventional Easter imagery, this text moves into unexpected territory by declaring
that Christ’s Resurrection is for “all whose lives are messed or mangled, all who find religion strange.” The
name of this traditional Welsh melody simply means “lullaby.”



Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! 248
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1 Christ is ris - en! Shout Ho - san-na! Cel - e-brate this day of days!
2 Christ is ris - en! Raise your spir-its from the cav-erns of de-spair.
3 Christ is ris - en! Earth and heav-en nev -er-more shall be the same.
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Christ is ris - en! Hush in won-der: all «cre - a-tion is a-mazed.
Walk with glad-ness in the morn-ing. See what love can do and dare.
Break the bread of new cre - a - tion where the world is still in pain.
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In the des-ert all - sur-round-ing, see, a spread-ing tree has grown.

Drink the wine of res-ur - rec-tion, not a  ser-vant, but a friend.
Tell  its grim,de-mon-ic  cho-rus: “Christis  ris - en! Get you gone!”

Heal - ing leaves of grace a-bound-ing bring a taste of love un-known.
Je - sus is our strong com-pan-ion. Joy and peace shall nev-er end.
God  the First and Last is with us. Sing Ho-san - na ev -ery - one!
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In commenting on this late 20th-century text, the author has stressed his intention to affirm the social
implications of an Easter faith: “Christian peace and justice action finds its wellspring, not in moral zeal or
guilty conscience, but in the resurrection.”



