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500 McKennans Church Road
Wilmington DE 19808
(302) 998-0434 / rccpc.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Red Clay Creek

PINK OUT & SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY / SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026 / 10 AM

Rooted in Love, 1ighting the Way

Welcome to worship, welcome to Red Clay, welcome home!

We're glad you're here. If needed, a family area with CCTV is in the narthex near the front doors,
and our nursery is open for young children. Restrooms are available by exiting out the side door near
the pulpit and turning left. After worship, join us for Coffee Hour in Founders Hall by the main
parking lot. Please silence your cell phone as we enter into worship.

GATHER

PRELUDE

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

[of:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ?E,‘

One: The Lord be with you. =1

Many: And also with you. Sign-Up!
MINUTE FOR MISSION Lisa Nichols
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Joshua 1:9; 24:15)

One: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed.

Many: For the Lord our God is with us wherever we go.

One: Choose this day whom you will serve.

Many: As for us and our house, we will serve the Lord.

One: Remember what God has done, and trust where God will lead.

Many: With courage and hope, let us worship God.



*HYMN 614 Great Are You, Lord (sing twice)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Joshua 1:5-9; 24:14-15)

Many: Faithful God, you promise to be with us wherever we go, yet we
are often afraid to follow where you lead. We forget what you have
done, cling to what is familiar, and give our hearts to lesser
things. Forgive us when our courage fails and when our choices
lead us away from you. Remind us of your faithfulness. Give us
courage for the road ahead, and teach us again to serve you with
all our heart and all our life. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Joshua 1:5; Matthew 1:21; 28:20)

One: Hear the good news: the God who promised Joshua, “I will be with
you,” is faithful still. In Jesus Christ, God has come near—to save,
forgive, and lead us forward. Friends, believe the good news:

Many: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*SUNG RESPONSE The Lord Is My Salvation (congregation joins on cue)

Who is like the Lord our God? Strong 1o save, faith- ful in love My
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debt is paid and the wictry won: The Lord i my salva - tion

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please greet those around you, wishing them ‘peace” or “the peace of Christ.”

CHILDREN’S CHOIR & ORFF ENSEMBLE
God Is Our Strength and Our Song
THE LORD’S PRAYER

At the conclusion, we look forward to welcoming all children through 8" grade to the nursery
or their Sunday school classes, as the congregation prepares to hear the sermon.



SUNG RESPONSE The Lord Is My Salvation (see previous)

PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

CALL TO THE OFFERING

We invite you to make an online donation or by placing a check or cash in the I%'fab?qﬁ@,,

collection plate. Envelopes are available in the pews for specified giving. 'The #,f‘r o

gray envelgpes are for our Roots & Rays Fund, which goes to creative  [5%
outreach projects in the community.

MUSICAL OFFERING Celtic Heart Beeftink, arr. Emmons

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons)

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name
Sing like never before, O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN 799 I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry
LISTEN
SCRIPTURE LESSON Joshua 24:29-32
MUSICAL OFFERING  How Firm a Foundation arr. Ryan

SERMON Joshua: Love Letters Rev. Dr. Phillips



SEND

*HYMN 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Interested in learning more about JOSHUA even though our
sermon series has concluded? Dr. Brennan Breed, guest pastor
on October 4, recommended this book: “Flood and Fury: Old

Testament VViolence and the Shalom of God”, by Matthew J. Lynch
(available on Amazon).
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Thanks to today’s worship participants:

Bell Choir, Children's Choir & Orff Ensemble, Music Ministry
Van Sedita, Usher Captain; John Gast, Greeter

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Shu-Shin Tseng, loving mother
and grandmother, from Li-Hwa, Pei-Yi, Emily and Albert.

v
Join us for refreshments & fellowship in Founders Hall following the postlude.

Thanks to all for showing your support for those in our congregation and community
who have had a (breast) cancer diagnosis or have supported someone who has by
wearing the color pink today.

Our dear Pastor Emily has created a fund with the partnership of Penn Medicine in
order to help those with breast cancer who do not have adequate resources for care,
transportation and other essential needs. Please consider giving a
donation to her fund this month to support this important work. You
may write a check made out to RCCPC and put “Help Hope & Healing”
in the memo line, or give online to the Help, Hope & Healing Fund
using the QR code.
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Thursday & Friday, October 22" & 23"
(9 am-5 pm)

Saturday, October 24™ (8 am-12
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Red Clay Creek Presbyterian invites you to
its Szgnature Services & Events during the coming year.

FALL CELEBRATION SUNDAY — October 25t, 2026 | 10AM

A joyous worship service where we give Bibles to our 3¢ graders and dedicate our
pledges, followed by outdoor trunk-or-treat and a flag football game.

ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY — November 15%, 2026 | 10AM
We give thanks for God's many blessings and our rich history of over 300 years.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE — December 24th; 2026
¢ Family Service with Impromptu Pageant | 4PM
¢ Holy Night Service with Candlelight | 8PM
¢ Candlelight & Communion | 11PM

ROOTS AND RAYS SERVICE CHALLENGE — February —March, 2027

A month-long service effort each year, that directs our intention to the needs of our
community.

HoLy WEEK 2027
¢ Maundy Thursday — March 25t ; Good Friday — March 26t
¢ Resurrection Remembrance Service — March 28% | 9:30AM Worship
¢ Easter Sunday — March 28 | 10AM Worship

KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTAN — May 2027 | 10AM

Kirk is the Scottish word for church, so a church celebration and blessing of the tartans in
our Presbyterian church honors both local and church heritage since it was the Scots who
brought the Presbyterian Church to America.

OUTDOOR SERVICE & PICNIC — June 2027 | 10AM

Join us in the back meadow for worship and our annual picnic.

CAMP RED CLAY — July 2027 | 9AM-12PM

Kids (K-5t grade) can attend one of our three Camp Red Clays! More info coming soon.

HOMECOMING SUNDAY — September 2027 | 10AM

We mark our return to regular church programming with the start of our fall sermon
series and Sunday School & youth ministry kick offs.



WELCOME TO RED CLAY

For LARGE print bulletins, please ask an Usher.
Restrooms are available. Just ask!

Welcome to worship, welcome to Red Clay, welcome home! Rooted in God’s
abiding love for all, our church is lighting the way for friendship, compassion, and
service. All are welcome, for Jesus gathers us together even as we divide ourselves by
politics, denomination, or whatever labels the world puts on us. Please join us for
coffee hour in Founder’s Hall after service. We hope you will worship with us again
soon! If you are interested in deepening your participation, or if you just love Red
Clay, it’s time to think about membership! Contact Elder Karen Vordemberge at
kvordemberge@gmail.com.

Here at Red Clay, we have numerous groups that are open and that welcome
newcomers, including, e.g., Quilters, Crafters, "Friends and Fellowship" luncheon for
seniors, Bible study, ROMEOs ("Retired Old Men Eating Out"), Centering Prayer
and “The Arcaders” social group for GenX and Millennials. Details can be found at

www.recpe.org!

Children: Nursery care is available from 9:45AM through the conclusion of worship
in Room 125 (just down the hallway from the sanctuary). After the Children's

Moment, Pre-K - Kindergarteners will adjourn to Room 123, Grades 1-3 will adj
to Room 208, and Grades 4-8 will adjourn to Room 204/206. '
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Saturday, October 24: BONFIRE AT CROWLEY FARM

Join us at Crowley’s Farm, just minutes from the church! Bring the kids
between 4:00 and 5:30 PM for some open farm fun. At 6:00 PM, it’s
bonfire and sing-along time! Grillmaster Mark Cozine will be serving

hotdogs, and we’ll have marshmallows for s’'mores. Hope you can make
it! Please RSVP for food planning. Bring a chair, blanket, and your

favorite cold weather beverage! E ie)



mailto:kvordemberge@gmail.com
http://www.rccpc.org

RED CLAY CREEK PRESBYTERIAN — MINISTERS, STAFF ¢ CHAIRS

Rev. Dr. Nathaniel D. Phillips, Senior Pastor/ Head of Staff
Rev. Emily Schwenker

Jeftrey Miller, Director of Music
Deena Andrews, Director of Children’s Choir
Lisa Nichols, Bed Choir Director

Rachele Gilmore, Director of Community Life
Jamie Russell, Director of Children & Youth Ministries
Barbara Vanderkraats, Pastoral Care Coordinator < Ben Andrews, Seminary Resident
David Newby, Youth Coordinator % Judy Loziet, Nursery Director
Delaney Christel & Josephine DeCaire, Sunday Schoo! Teachers

Julie Reeder, Office Coordinator % Dinyar Vania, Facilities Manager
Kelley Notrton, Administrative Assistant % Anthony M. Condoluci-Smith, Financial Associate

Charlie Hannagan, Technology Support
A. Leonhard, S. Armstrong, A. Bloom, D. Howarth, Livestrean Production

Nancy James, Clerk of Session % Kathy Ciabattoni, Deacon Moderator
Bill Ciabattoni, Belong Chair % Darlyn Green-Kocher, Nurture Chair
Linda Reisot, Reach Chair % Lois Galinat, Rejoice Chair
Brandon Wallace, Finance Chair % Christine Fischer, Personnel Chair
Matk Cozine, Home Chair % John Gast, Adpinistration Chair
Andrew Bloom, Community Partners % Marcia Kelly, Memory Garden Chair
* For a complete list of all Session Ruling Elders and Board of Deacons members, please refer to https:/ | www.recpe.org.

A NOTE ON THE LOGO

Our church has "roots" in the community that date back to 1722. We have been a good neighbor when we wete
surrounded by farmland up until now when we are surrounded by the suburbs. Our history helps us remember a
time when people helped one another out because that was the right thing to
do. We hope to be a sign that this kind of community can still exist. We also
believe that, in order for that community to exist, we need to stay "rooted" in
the Good News that God has chosen to love us - not because of who we are,
but because of who God is. We call that grace.

That is where the "rays" come in. We hope to extend our love, and the love
we know from the graciousness of God, in many ways today. This means
engaging in friendships with those that Jesus would have made friends with -
those that feel isolated for any number of reasons. We know we will never be
perfect at that, but we will try! We are especially aware that churches have long
held back from friendship with others based on age, economics, sexuality, race,
disability, and the list goes on. We seck to be something different than that.
Thete ate so many stories about how Jesus entered into life-affirming
friendships with those that others wouldn't. We seck to be like Jesus.

Right there, in the center of it all, is the cross. For us, the cross is a "Tree of Life." It represents how God broke
into this wotld to establish a new way of being alive. It symbolizes how God calls us to love with freedom, with
recklessness even, if it means connecting the world to the wonder of God's transformative presence.



Great Are You, Lord 614

Great Is the Lord
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wor-thy of glo-ry! Greatare you, Lord, and wor-thy of praise.
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great are you, Lord! Great are you, Lord!

Although it is not a direct paraphrase of any particular psalm, this text echoes “great is the Lord and greatly
to be praised,” found in three of them (Psalms 48:1; 96:4; 145:3). Such songs of adoration lift up the heart and
mind to God, asking nothing but to enjoy God'’s presence.



| Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry 799

(Psalm 116)
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1 I love the  Lord, who heard my  cry
2 1 love the  Lord, who heard my  cry
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and pit - ied ev - ery groan.
and chased my grief a - way
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Long as 1 live and trou-bles rise,
O let my heart no more de - spair
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I'lll has-ten to God’s throne.
while I have breath to  pray.
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This setting of stanzas from a metrical psalm draws on an African American singing tradition marked by a
slow pace and individual improvisation. Vestiges of that practice appear here in the pattern of extended
syllables occurring at regular intervals without regard to meaning.



687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

(Psalm 90)
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1 Our God, our help in a - ges past, our
2 Be - neath the shad - ow of thy  throne thy
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood, or
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hope for years to come, our shel - ter from the
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thou art God, to end - less years the same.
ends the  night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
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5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 6 Our God, our help in ages past,

bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream be thou our guard while life shall last,
dies at the opening day. and our eternal home.

Many people sing this hymn unaware that it paraphrases Psalm 90, partly because this text speaks so
immediately to the human condition. Since the middle of the 19th century, it has usually been joined to this
tune named for the London parish where the composer was organist.



