
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY /  FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2026  /  12 PM 
 
 

 

Rooted in Love, Lighting the Way 
Welcome to worship, welcome to Red Clay, welcome home!  

 
Please silence your cell phones.   

 

500 McKennans Church Road  

Wilmington DE 

(302) 998-0434 / rccpc.org 



THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
  
INTRODUCTION  
    

Today, we walk the way of the cross, remembering the suffering and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This service is a journey through key moments of his Passion, drawn from Scripture, with 
reflections that invite us to see ourselves in the story. As we walk this path, may we be drawn 
deeper into the mystery of Christõs love, his obedience to the Father, and his call to follow him. 
We invite you to remain seated for the service. Each station includes a Scripture reading, a brief 
reflection from the perspective of the Centurion, a moment of prayer, and a sung response. We 
encourage you to enter into this time with open hearts, seeking to understand more fully what our 
Savior has done for us.  Please utilize the artwork of James Tissot as inspiration.   
 

COVER ART òWhat Our Lord Saw from the Crossó  
Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.299  

 
HYMN 228             Were You There (vss. 1,2) 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
Refrain:   O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (refrain) 

 
 
 
 
STATION 1:  JESUS IS CONDEMNED  TO DEATH  
 

SCRIPTURE      Matthew 27:22-26  
 

 Pilate said to them, ôThen what shall I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?õ They all 
said, ôLet him be crucified!õ And he said, ôWhy? What evil has he done?õ But they 
shouted all the more, ôLet him be crucified!õ So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, 
but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the 
crowd, saying, ôI am innocent of this manõs blood; see to it yourselves.õ Then the people as 
a whole answered, ôHis blood be on us and on our children!õ So he released Barabbas for 
them, and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
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ART   òJesus Before Pilate, Second Interviewó    
Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.268 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER & HYMN 227ñJesus, Remember Me 
 

 Lord Jesus, though you were sinless, you were condemned for our 
sake. Help us to accept your grace and extend it to others. Amen.  

 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 



 STATION 2:  JESUS TAKES UP H IS CROSS  
 

SCRIPTURE      John 19:16-17  
 

 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and carrying the 
cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of a Skull, which in Hebrew is 
called Golgotha. 

 
ART   òJesus Bearing the Crossó 

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.278  

 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, give us strength to carry the crosses we bear in our lives. Help 
us to follow you, trusting that you walk beside us. Amen.   



STATION 3:  JESUS FALLS UNDER  THE  WEIGHT  OF THE  CROSS  
 

SCRIPTURE      Isaiah 53:4-5  
 

 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that brought us peace, and by 
his wounds we are healed. 

 
ART   òThe Daughters of Jerusalemó   

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.285 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, when we are weary, remind us that you, too, carried burdens. 
Give us strength to rise and follow you. Amen.  

 



STATION 4:  JESUS MEETS H IS MOTHER   
 

SCRIPTURE           John 19:25-27  
 

 Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his motherõs sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ôWoman, here is your son.õ Then he 
said to the disciple, ôHere is your mother.õ And from that hour the disciple took her into 
his own home. 

 
ART   òJesus Meets His Mother 

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.280  

 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, in moments of sorrow, may we find your love. Help us to care 
for one another, even in times of suffering. Amen.   



 STATION 5:  SIMON  OF CYRENE  H ELPS CARRY THE  CROSS  
 

SCRIPTURE            Luke 23:26  
 
 As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, and laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 
 
ART òSimon the Cyrenian Compelled to Carry the Cross with Jesusó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.281  

 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, when we are called to carry burdens for others, may we do so 
with willing hearts. Let us see your presence in those who suffer. 
Amen.  

 



STATION 6:  VERONICA  WIPES THE  FACE OF JESUS  
 

SCRIPTURE           Matthew 25:40  
 

 Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me. 

 
ART  òA Holy Woman Wipes the Face of Jesusó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.283 
 

PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, help us to see those in pain and respond with kindness, no 
matter the cost. Amen.  



STATION 7:  JESUS FALLS A SECOND  T IME   
 

SCRIPTURE      Psalm 38:6-8  
 

 I utterly bowed down and prostrate; all day long I go around mourning. For my loins are 
filled with burning, and there is no soundness in my flesh. I am utterly spent and 
crushed; I groan because of the tumult of my heart. 

 
ART         òJesus Falls Beneath the Crossó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.279 
 

PRAYER  
 

 Lord, when we fall under the weight of lifeõs trials, give us the 
courage to rise again, trusting in your strength. Amen.  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING   
 

             Thy Rebuke Hath Broken His Heart; Behold, and See (from MESSIAH)  
 



STATION 8:  JESUS MEETS THE  WOMEN  OF JERUSALEM  
 

SCRIPTURE      Luke 23:27-28  
 

 A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were 
beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 
ôDaughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children.õ 

 
ART     òThe Holy Women Watch from Afaró  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.287 

 

PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, help us listen to your words, even when they challenge us. 
May we have hearts that weep for the suffering in our world. Amen.  

 



STATION 9:  JESUS FALLS A THIRD  T IME   
 

SCRIPTURE  2 Corinthians 12:9-10   
 

 But he said to me, ôMy grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.õ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christõs power may rest on me. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 
ART     òThe Procession Nearing Calvaryó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.286 

 

PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, in our weakest moments, remind us that your grace is enough. 
Lift us up and lead us forward. Amen.  

 



STATION 10:  JESUS IS STRIPPED  OF H IS GARMENTS   
 

SCRIPTURE         John 19:23-24  
 

 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four 
parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven 
in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, ôLet us not tear it, but cast lots for 
it to see who will get it.õ This was to fulfill what the scripture says: ôThey divided my 
clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.õ 

 
ART         òJesus Stripped of His Clothingó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.290 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, forgive us for the ways we strip others of their dignity. Teach 
us to clothe one another in love. Amen.  



STATION 11:  JESUS IS NAILED  TO THE  CROSS  
 

SCRIPTURE        Luke 23:33-34  
 

 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.' And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

 
ART         òThe First Nailó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.292 

 

PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, in the face of cruelty, you offered mercy. May we do the same. 
Amen.  

 



STATION 12:  JESUS DIES ON  THE  CROSS  
 

SCRIPTURE      Mark 15:37-39  
 

 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw how he 
died, he said, ôTruly this man was Godõs Son!õ 

 
ART   òThe Death of Jesusó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.305 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, in your final breath, you gave us life. Help us to believe. 
Amen.  

 



STATION 13:  JESUS' BODY IS TAKEN  DOWN FROM THE  CROSS  
 

SCRIPTURE      Luke 23:50-53  
 

 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a 
member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their decision 
and action. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, 
wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had yet 
been laid. 

 
ART   òThe Descent from the Crossó  

Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number 00.159.320 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER & HYMN 227 
 

 Lord, in Your final moments, You showed us what true love looks 
like. Help us to see You in the brokenness around us, and to treat all 
with the dignity You deserve. Amen.  


