SAVING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

A

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 2, 2026 @ 5pm
Sunday, May 3, 2026 @ 8:30am, Livestreamed

INVOCATION In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Hymn “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” Hymn #50

Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Once you sang creation’s story; Now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship,

Worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the infant light.
Refrain

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great desire of nations, You have seen his natal star.
Refrain

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One.
Refrain

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, and all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,

God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John
1:8-9)

(Please observe a moment of silence for personal reflection and self-examination)



Most merciful God,
We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore declare to
you, who do truly repent and believe in Jesus Christ, the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with You.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, You have chosen us, You have adopted us, and You have shown us mercy.
Our greatest longings are satisfied in You. Help us to be “witnesses” to the Good News for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

PASTOR’S WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE WORD
FIRST READING Acts 7:55-60 NT p. 1001
(When Reading is concluded, the congregation responds, “Thanks be to God”)
SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10 NT p. 1106

(When Reading is concluded, the congregation responds, “Thanks be to God”)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” p- 83
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 14:1-14 NT p. 984
(Before the Gospel is announced, the congregation says “Glory to you, O Lord”)
(After the Gospel is concluded, the congregation says, “Praise to you, O Christ”)

SERMON “Here’s What You Know About Heaven” Pastor Dan
Doran

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Hymn of the Day “You Are the Way” Hymn #464

You are the way; through you alone Can we the Father find;
In you, O Christ, has God revealed His heart, his will, his mind!

You are the truth; your Word alone True wisdom can impart;
You only can inform the mind And purify the heart.

You are the life; the rending tomb Proclaims your conqu’ring arm;
And those who put their trust in you Not death nor hell shall harm.



You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant us that way to know,
That truth to keep, that life to win, Whose joys eternal flow.
RECEPTION OF OFFERING

HoLy BAPTISM (SAT.) Brody Paul Wolfe
Reagan Faye Wolfe
APOSTLES’ CREED
Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin, Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

HoLy COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

BLESSING AND PRAYER

SENDING

Sending Hymn “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” Hymn #379

Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, Spread the reign of God the Lord;
Tell how his own Son he gave, All from sin and death to save.

Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, Who, to save our human race
And to pay rebellion’s price, Gave himself as sacrifice.

Tell of God the Spirit giv’n Now to guide us on to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true, Working both to will and do.

Lord of harvest, great and kind, Rouse to action heart and mind;
Let the gath’ring nations all See your light and heed your call.

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL
Go in peace and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!



Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (5)
1In you, O LORD, | seek refuge;
do not let me ever be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.
2Incline your ear to me;
rescue me speedily.
Be a rock of refuge for me,
a strong fortress to save me.

3You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,
4take me out of the net that is hidden for me,
for you are my refuge.

S5Into your hand | commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.

15My times are in your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and
persecutors.

16l et your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.
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