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Saturday

Traditional 3:00 PM
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“Thus says the Lord God: ‘I myself will search for my sheep, and will
seek them out.’ I will rescue them from all the places to which they
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I myself
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says
the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and
I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.” (Ezekiel
34:11, 15, 16)
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In 1965, six young boys ran away from home, stole a boat, and
headed out hastily in search of Fiji from their homeland of Tonga
(some five hundred miles away). They took a sack of food and a
small gas burner stove, but no map or compass. Due to their
amateur sailing skills and the unfriendly seas, they were lost, adrift
for eight days, until they finally spotted land. They ended up on the
deserted island of Ata. They were stranded there for fifteen
months.

continued... November 2026 - 2

Australian Captain Peter Werner happened upon them during a
return sail from the capital of Tonga. Casually focusing his
binoculars at a nearby Ata Island, which was thought to be
uninhabited, he noticed a burned patch of ground. He said, “I
thought, that’s strange that a fire should start in the tropics on an
uninhabited island. So, we decided to investigate further.”

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Sunday, November 8th
9:30 AM

Join us for our monthly pancake breakfast for
Fellowship Hour.

Help to reduce our debt - one pancake at a time!
Pancakes • Sausage • Fruit • Coffee • Juice

Gluten-free pancakes also available.

GriefShare is a weekly support group to help process
grief, discuss with other people moving through the
grieving process, and provide valuable resources and

tips over the course of 13 sessions.
1:00 PM on Wednesdays (starting November 4, 2026)

Scan the QR code above to register.

As they approached, they saw a teenage boy rushing into the water
toward them; five more quickly followed. When the boy reached
the boat, he told Mr. Werner that he and his friends had been
stranded for more than a year, living off the land and trying to
signal passing ships for help.
Werner delivered them back home; they were arrested for stealing
the boat they had “borrowed.” Werner took pity on them and paid
the boat owner $200 to get the kids off the hook. Werner quit his
job in Sydney and stayed in Tonga long-term. He started a fishing
business there and hired the shipwrecked boys as his crew. Werner
became their mentor and built a friendship with some of the boys.
Some of them remained friends the rest of his life. One of the boys
said, after several decades of friendship, “[Werner] was like a father
to me” (adapted from Nijay K. Gupta, 15 New Testament Words of
Life (Zondervan Academic, 2022) pp. 121-122).
Werner helps us to see what the Lord does for us. We see God’s
grace at work in our lives. “I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God.” It’s the
Lord that calls us back to Himself. It is the Lord who intervenes and
gives us hope. When we look at Ezekiel 34:11-16, we see God at
work in our lives. We see his Hand in all that happens, because He
loves us. There aren’t any coincidences. With the eyes of faith, we
see God living and active, bringing about hope and new life every
day. God uses His Holy Spirit to bring about growth. This is also
called sanctification.
“This life, therefore, is not righteousness, but growth in
righteousness, not health, but healing, not being, but becoming,
not rest, but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, but we are
growing toward it. The process is not yet finished, but it is going on.
This is not the end, but it is the road. All does not yet gleam in
glory, but all is being purified” (Martin Luther, “Defense and
Explanation of All the Articles” LW vol. 32).
Luther clearly states, “There is no justification without
sanctification, no forgiveness without renewal of life, no real faith
from which the fruits of new obedience do not grow.” We need to
hear the Gospel every day. We are called to die to ourselves and
live to God through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord. Our lives are not a
process of reaching higher in holiness that we may claim it for
ourselves, but rather dying to our sinful self daily and submitting...

continued on next page...

9AM - 2PM

FALLFALLFALL
BAZAARBAZAARBAZAAR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7th

Our annual Fall Bazaar is here!
Hand-made items, baked goods, a silent auction,

and more await! Don’t forget, we always have
LEFSE LEFSE LEFSE!

Our Saturday worship service

moves to

3:00 PM
Saturday, November 7!

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Make sure to turn your clocks

BACKWARD Saturday, October 31st!

Announcements for the weekends of November
7-8 & 14-15 will be printed early due to

Katherine Altreuter (Office Administrator) on
vacation. Please submit any announcements

and altar flower orders by Wednesday,
November 4th!
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continued on next page...

...to God’s will in our lives. “Lord, Thy will be done” we pray
in the Lord’s Prayer. This is how Jesus taught His disciples to
pray. It never begins with myself. It always begins and ends in
Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit living in us to His
glory!

continued...

“LORD search us out, and guide our path that we may see
Your Holy Spirit at work in our lives every day.”
In Jesus Christ our Lord,
Pastor David Irgens

THURSDAYS AT 5:00 PM

THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION
OF LUTHER’S CATECHISM

FAITH FOR LIFE:

Faith For Life is an adult catechism class led by Pastor David
Irgens. No sign-up required, just come eager to learn!

An Invitation to Thanksgiving
By Nikki Jackson

Thanksgiving is an American tradition rooted in the belief
that blessings are not merely to be enjoyed, but
acknowledged with gratitude. Long before it became
synonymous with Pilgrims, turkey, and a November feast,
thanksgiving was a public expression of gratitude to God for
the harvest, peace, liberty, and the preservation of the
nation.
Eau Claire has a long history of celebrating Thanksgiving.
Newspaper articles from the 1880s and 1890s describe
collections and distributions of food for those in need. The
emphasis was on feeding the hungry, reflecting Jesus’ words
in Mark 14:7: “The poor you will always have with you, and
you can help them any time you want.”
Perhaps that emphasis was partly because Thanksgiving Day
itself was structured differently than it is today. The day
typically began with a church service giving thanks to God.
Afternoons were spent gathering with others or sharing a
meal, while evenings were enjoyed at home or at one of the
many balls and dances held throughout the community.
Thanksgiving was, in many ways, a more communal
occasion.
Charitable organizations focused on getting food and
ingredients into the hands of those who needed them,
rather than organizing large community dinners. One can
imagine families, neighbors, and congregations extending
invitations to those who had nowhere else to go.
This tradition continued for decades. It wasn’t until 1987
that I could find the first advertisements for a “free
Thanksgiving dinner” in Eau Claire. Not so long ago when...

LECTIONARY SCHEDULE
for the month of November 2026

Sunday, Nov. 1 - All Saints Day
Revelation 7:9-17

1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 (9)

Sunday, Nov. 8 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 5:18-24

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Psalm 70 (5)

Sunday, Nov. 15 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
Psalm 90:1-12 (12)

Sunday, Nov. 22 - Christ the King Sunday
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
Psalm 95:1-7a (7)

Interested in reading the Word at the Sunday 8:30 AM
traditional worship service?

Contact Ellis Stewart to sign up!
ellis.stewart@charter.net

Welcome our	newest	members!
Received on	Sunday,	October	18th:

Travis Nicolai
Karen Price

Steven & Kathy Schacht
Ryan & Renee Sletten

Johnathan & Olivia Swiatko

Erik Anderson & Karla Petersen
Mary Bader
Dan & Nancy Bungartz
Melissa Cavanaugh
David & Janet Eberhardt
Peter Heacox

Sunday Bible Study
Studying Life After Jesus

9:30 AM in the Family Room
Led by Donna Kokemoor

Tuesday Bible Study
Studying the Book of Ephesians

4:00 PM in the Family Room
Led by Ron Johnson

ADULT BIBLE	STUDIES
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...you think about it! Those meals were offered by the
Salvation Army, then led by Major Howard Palomaki and
located at 102 W. Grand Avenue, now home to the Chippewa
Valley Theatre Guild. The goal was to feed not only the
hungry, but also the lonely.

The following year, a young businessman named Terry Weld
partnered with Triniteam to open the doors of his
restaurant, Houligans, for Thanksgiving. (If that name sounds
familiar, it’s because Weld later served on the Eau Claire City
Council from 2017 to 2023.) According to the Leader-
Telegram, while Houligans provided the food, Triniteam was
responsible for identifying those who needed not only a
meal, but also companionship – people who might
otherwise spend the holiday alone.

Jesus himself spoke of this kind of hospitatlity in Luke 14:13-
14, encouraging his followers to invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind to their banquets – not for anything
they might receive in return, but simply to extend kindness
and generosity.

And perhaps that marked a turning point.

Thanksgiving outreach was no longer just about providing
sustenance. It was also about providing a sense of belonging
and community. Perhaps the need for fellowship had never
changed, but the ways people experienced community had.
These organized dinners offered a new way of meeting an
old need.

From the late 1980s onward, more organizations began
offering free Thanksgiving meals. When one organization
could no longer continue, another would step forward. In
2017, Saving Grace Lutheran Church was among those
answering the call!

What began as an effort to feed the hungry has grown into
something that also nourishes the spirit – not only for those
receiving a meal, but for those preparing and serving it as
well. And perhaps that brings us to the words of Paul in
Romans 12:13: “Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.” And THANK YOU to all the
volunteers who are organizing, preparing, and serving this
year’s Thanksgiving meal!

We welcome Hannah Grace Doran into the world on October
16  at 4:59 pm. Both Jamie and baby are healthy and doing
well. Hannah stays hungry! The love, support, prayers, and
food have been an amazing blessing to us as we juggle the
responsibility of caring for “two under two.” Sleep seems like
a long lost relative that we haven’t seen in a while. Even
though we are tired all the time, we are also thankful for
God’s blessings and your support. It took a few days, but
Joshua finally hugged Hannah out of his own free will a few
days after we brought her home. Needless to say, we are all
adjusting, but you all have been a much-needed blessing as
we figure out how to be a family of four.

th

Thank you, Pastor Dan

A message from Pastor Dan Doran:

Adopt a

TURKEY!
for our Community Thanksgiving Dinner

We are preparing for our annual Community
Thanksgiving Dinner. This year we are asking for

donations to get 80 twenty-pound turkeys.

Any dollar amount makes a difference!
Thank you for supporting this mission.

For more information, check out our table in the
Narthex between Sunday worship services or

contact Ashley & Allison Otto:
sglcthanksgivingdinner1@gmail.com

                   Community
Thanksgiving Dinner

Thursday, November 26th

11 AM - 3 PM
Our annual Thanksgiving dinner is FREE OF CHARGE

and ALL ARE WELCOME!
For Take-Out orders:

Please call the Church office at 715-514-3552.
We will start taking orders Mon. November 23.

THANKSGIVING EVE
WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
6:00 PM
Traditional Worship

THANKSGIVING
PRAYER VIGIL

W E D N E S D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  1 8

1 0 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m  
Take thirty minutes of your day to pray, meditate,

and submerse yourself in God’s presence.
Look for a sign-up board in the Narthex in the coming
weeks. Contact Worship & Music with any questions.
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Breaking the Law
by Katherine AltreuterCOMMITTEE MEETINGS

for the month of November 2026
Men of Saving Grace Breakfast

Saturdays at 8:00 AM

Women’s Craft Group
Mondays at 1:00 PM

Discipleship
No meeting in November

Mission Outreach
Monday, November 2 at 5:00 PM

Church Management
Monday, November 9 at 4:30 PM

Worship & Music
Thursday, November 12 at 5:30 PM

Education Committee
Sunday, November 15 at 10:30 AM

Council
Tuesday, November 24 at 6:00 PM

continued on next page...

The other day I received some mail from Good News
Global Jail Ministry. The Men of Saving Grace regularly
support this ministry so every once in a while, a letter from
them comes across my desk. Good News Global brings the
Gospel and hope to those incarcerated so that they may
find peace and redemption in Jesus Christ. The most
recent letter talked about a man named Michael who as a
young man was a warm and friendly individual. Early in
adulthood he turned to alcohol and ended up in jail for an
altercation. He said, “I didn’t have a hard life. I made it
hard!”
Michael was reunited with Christ while in jail.
Unfortunately, his devout nature didn’t last long after he
was released a few months later. It took another pitfall and
more support from the Good News Global ministry to get
Michael‘s life and faith put back together.
While your own faith journey may not involve a few nights
in jail, we have all broken the Law. And I don’t just mean
the law that our government has decided to judge us
against in court, but the Law from God. We received Ten
Commandments from God in the Old Testament, and this
(along with later commandments) was how the old
testament Jews built their spiritual lives. But instead of it
helping them shape themselves into better believers, it
twisted them into people like the Pharisees, who denied
Christ because he didn’t follow the Law “correctly.”
Martin Luther says in The Bondage of the Will, “Yet how
many Jews do you think there were, who though not
having faith were most wise, religious, and virtuous men,
and men who strove with might and main to attain to
righteousness and truth?” We see this still today. Many
people who fight against the evils of this world do not call
the God their Father. They believe that as long as they are
“good people” and strive for justice (within the laws of this
world) that their work is done. That’s good enough. Luther
continues, “Even so they are transgressors of the law,
because they are not Jews spiritually, and they stubbornly
resist the righteousness of faith.” Luther points out how no
matter how good of a person you may be, your faith is
what sanctifies you. It’s not your works, but your
willingness to submit to the Lord.
“For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point
has become guilty of all of it” (James 2:10). We are not
going to measure up with the Law. Laying aside how we
morally feel about breaking the different Laws (telling a
little lie vs. committing murder), God sees sin as all the
same. You sin, you break the Law, you have fallen short of
keeping the Law. So is it all hopeless, or do we have
something else to look to?

MEMORIAL &	HONORARY	GIFTS
In memory of Matthew Hill

to Debt Reduction
given by Darleen Bauer, David & Karen Roholt, Barb

Mathson, George & Sandy Nelson
In memory of my parents, Merrol & Rosie Nelson

to Sunday School
given by Rick Nelson

Thank you for your generous donations.
You make this ministry possible!

In honor of Pastor David and Pastor Dan
to Debt Reduction

given by Bob & Pam Bee
In memory of John Naser and brother Larry Traaseth
(whose birthday is Nov. 1 - died in Vietnam in 1967)

to Debt Reduction
given by Pat Naser

In memory of my mom and dad, Don & Bev Erickson
to Debt Reduction

given by Don Erickson
In memory of Jan Thompson

to General Operating Fund
given by Katherine Altreuter



November 2026 - 6continued...

MISSION OUTREACH
Sharing God’s Gifts

In October, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem,
Binder Family, WI-Orphan Grain Train, Hope Gospel
Mission *Thanksgiving Dinner*, Trunk-or-Treat, Chippewa
Manor *Paws For Cause*, Feed My Starving Children, and
Eau Claire Area School District *Sharing the Warmth*.
In honor of Veterans Day, we chose to gift *Paws for
Cause* Campaign. Chippewa Manor of Chippewa Falls is
raising funds to provide a specially trained service dog for
a local veteran. Dogs are specially trained to provide
companionship, special support, and independence by
Patriot K9s of Wisconsin.

We would like to invite you to our Mission Outreach table
in the Narthex. We have newsletters, volunteer
information, and notes from groups and organizations
Saving Grace supports. We are always open to ideas and
suggestions *use the Lockbox* for missions from our
congregation.

Mission Outreach next meeting will be on Monday,
November 2, 2026, at 5:00.

Well, good news! Enter Jesus Christ, the Son of Man who
died for our sins. He took upon the blame of our own
transgressions to redeem us. With one caveat: faith. “But
now we are released from the law, having died to that
which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of
the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code” says
Paul in Romans 6:6. We will never measure up against the
Law. Strictly following the Law and not leaning on faith is
how we fall short time and time again. None of us are
immune to sin and temptation, but our redemption in
submitting to the Lord is wholly dependent on our faith.

Paul continues on: “For I have the desire to do what is
right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on
doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who
do it, but sin that dwells within me” (Rm. 7:18b-20). It isn’t
up to us as individuals to win every battle against sin.
Martin Luther disproves our free choice with many
examples from Romans and other New Testament books in
The Bondage of the Will. We are sinners, we fall short, and
yet God still has mercy upon us when we submit to Him.
Our faith in Him and what comes of His will is enough.

Sometimes we need hope more than anything else.
Michael needed it when he was incarcerated and Good
News Global was able to give it to him. That’s why ministry
is so important. If I can help to deliver the Gospel, despite
being a sinner myself yet knowing my faith in God makes
me stronger in submitting to His will, then maybe others
will believe, too. Because it’s not about my works or what
might make me a “good person,” but wholly on my reliance
on the Spirit to redeem me within Christ.

Monday, November 16
SAVE THE DATE!

Blood Drive

Every two seconds, someone somewhere is in need of a
blood transfusion. As winter approaches, the demand for
blood increases. Please consider donating blood here at

SGLC on Monday, November 16.
Sign up in the Narthex or online at:

redcrossblood.org

7th Annual	Awareness	&	Fundraising	Event

“Join Rescued & Redeemed for an evening filled
with fun and excitement as we raise funds to

support survivors of sex trafficking right here in the
Chippewa Valley.”

The Mission Outreach committee provided funds to
help sponsor this event.

Saturday, November 7  @ 4 - 8pmth

Eau Claire	Event	District

Scan the QR code to the left for more
information about the event,

Rescued & Redeemed, and how you
can support their mission.

Donate a shoebox for a child in need!

OOPPEERRAATTIIOONN  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  CCHHIILLDDOPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SSHHOOEEBBOOXXEESSSHOEBOXES

Saturday, November 7  - Sunday, November 22th nd

Instructions & labels will be inside the shoeboxes
(in the Narthex). You may place a rubber band around

your shoebox, but no tape please!

SCAN QR CODE
to learn more:



COMMUNITY NOTES
Death Notices
Steven Peter Ludwig passed September 6, 2026.
Pastor David Irgens presided over the funeral on
October 9th at Hulke Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Services.
Matthew J. Hill passed September 28, 2026. Pastor
David Irgens presided over the funeral on October
13th at Stokes, Prock, & Mundt Funeral Chapel.
Terrance Gary Winters passed October 15, 2026.
Pastor David Irgens presided over the funeral on
October 27th at Stokes, Prock, & Mundt Funeral
Chapel.

Altar Flowers in October
October 3-4: given by Steve & Michelle Ganzer in
honor of Karlie Anderson & Michelle Ganzer’s
birthdays and Karlie & Evan Anderson’s 11  wedding
anniversary - all on October 3; given by Barbara Strey
in honor of her husband, Allen’s birthday.

th

October 10-11: given by Nancy Sparks in memory of
her mom, Ruth Johnson; given by friends at Saving
Grace in honor of Sharon Barnhardt’s birthday.
October 17-18: given by Sharon Barnhardt in memory
of her mom, Harriet Anderson, whose birthday would
be October 18; given by Sara Hartwig in memory of
her sister, Monica’s birthday.
October 24-25: given by Cynthia Cramer in memory of
her husband, David’s 75  birthday (Oct. 25); given by
Penny & Brad Conner in honor of Pastor David and
Pastor Dan for Pastor Appreciation Month; given by
Carol Pickhardt in memory of her husband, Robert’s
birthday (Oct. 29).

th

Baptisms
Henry Donald Klein was baptized by Pastor Dan Doran
on October 4, 2026.
Acksel Harlan Lundquist was baptized by Pastor David
Irgens on October 18, 2026.
Blair Elenor Dorwin was baptized by Pastor David
Irgens on October 25, 2026.

WORSHIP &	MUSIC
Saving Grace Choir - November Schedule

Rehearsals on Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 PM
except November 12 and November 26.

Performing on November 22  at 8:30 AM traditional
worship service and on November 25  at 6:00 PM

Thanksgiving Eve worship service.

nd

th

See the bulletin board in the Narthex or
in the Music Room for the fall choir schedule!

Interested in sharing your gifts?
Contact Katherine Altreuter, Music Director, for more

information about the choir, Special Music, the
contemporary band, or assisting in the Audio/Visual booth.

sglcmusic@gmail.com

November 2026 - 7

LOOKING FOR
CHRISTMAS TREES!

Christmas trees are needed for center pieces
for the annual Christmas Party (December 12).

Made from any materials 12" to 24" tall.
Contact Chuck Hill for more information:
715-529-5794 | havenfun6@yahoo.com

Poinsettia time	is	drawing	near!
We will be taking orders starting in December. Watch the

announcements and on-site ordering.

Choices are red, white, pink marble, and jingle.
They are a 6" potted poinsettia for $10.00.

Contact Chuck Hill for more information:
715-529-5794 | havenfun6@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
4 - 7 PM

CHRISTMAS
PARTY

SAVING GRACE

Featuring the Saving Grace Bluegrass Band, a delicious
dinner, and fellowship with our community.

It’s not too late to sign up for
Sunday School or Confirmation!
You can register your children online:

saving-gracechurch.com/grow/sundayschool
saving-gracechurch.com/grow/confirmation

Or pick up a form in the Narthex!
Contact Cheryl Eberhardt, Education Director,

for more info:
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com



Saving Grace	Lutheran	Church
3735 Jeffers Rd
Eau Claire, WI 54703
715 - 514 - 3552
saving-gracechurch.com
Office Hours: Mon. - Thur. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

MISSION STATEMENT
Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make
Jesus Christ known to all as the One True Savior, Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit.

STAFF
Pastor David Irgens, Senior Pastor
ibn1irgs@yahoo.com

Pastor Dan Doran, Associate Pastor
pastordansglc@gmail.com

Katherine Altreuter, Office Administrator & Music Director
office@saving-gracechurch.com
sglcmusic@gmail.com

Cheryl Eberhardt, Education Director
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com

Council Members
Patrick Bartholomew, Brian Hagen, Dean Kallenbach,
Melissa Kuziej-Winder, Chuck Olson, Carol Pickhardt, Mary
Schneider

CHURCH COUNCIL
Michelle Otto
Patty Dundas
Pam Bee
Barb Clark

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Bev Nelson
Duane Erickson
Jean Brettingen
Renae Hestekin
Chet Berkey
Kay Granger
Kevin Otto
Chuck Hill
Kathy Berkey

Bazaar/Women’s Group
Church Management
Discipleship
Education
Men of Saving Grace
Mission Outreach
Personnel
Visual Ministry
Worship & Music
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