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A Reformation Rally
by Nikki Jackson

On a Sunday evening in the fall of 1913, Lutherans from across Eau
Claire gathered for what the Eau Claire Leader called “A Reformation
Rally.”
The First Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church, then located at Fifth
Avenue and Hudson Street, was packed. There was not a vacant seat,
the Leader reported, and many people were forced to stand. Lutherans
from across the city had come together to remember Martin Luther and
the movement he had begun nearly four centuries earlier.
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The evening opened with a “rousing” rendition of “Onward, Christian
Soldiers.”
The keynote speaker was Dr. Frank Nelson, president of Minnesota
College in Minneapolis and a prominent educator in the Augustana
Synod. Described by the Leader as “one of the best orators in the
Northwest,” Nelson spoke on a subject that seems remarkably relevant
more than a century later: “The Reformation and Its Relation to Present
Day Problems.”
Nelson reminded his listeners that the Reformation had changed far
more than the church. Luther and his fellow reformers, he said, had
changed the map of Europe and given ordinary people “a more living
conception of their God.”
At the heart of his message was faith.
“We believe as Lutherans that there is no one between us and God
except Jesus,” Nelson told the crowd. “By faith in him we are saved.”
Although the Leader’s account does not tell us whether Nelson quoted
Scripture directly, his words reflect the message of Ephesians:
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“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith...it is the gift
of God–not by works.” – Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)

continued... October 2026 - 2

But Nelson was not interested only in looking backward. He wanted
his listeners to consider what the Reformation meant for Christians
living in 1913.

“There is much going on in the country today that we cannot
subdue to any great extent,” he acknowledged, “but each one
should enter into the struggle with all his might, armed with faith.”

His advice was simple: “Do what you can and when you are in
doubt as to what to do, ask God and there is always a way out.”
His words bring to mind the advice found in James:
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”
– James 1:5 (NIV)
For Nelson, faith was not something to be practiced apart from
everyday life. Luther, he said, believed that a person should “do
what God had given him to do.” Christian freedom meant what
Nelson called the “freedom of service.” Galatians 5:13 expresses
much the same idea: “serve one another humbly in love.”
Nelson also worried about what he saw happening in the culture
around him.
“We are getting to be a frivoulous people, laughing and sneering at
religion,” he warned. “You can’t laugh your way into heaven.”
The circumstances of 1913 were different from our own, but the
larger question remains: How do Christians live out their faith
amid an ever-changing culture?
Jesus speaks to that tension in his prayer for his disciples:
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that
you protect them from the evil one... They are not of the world,
even as I am not of it.” – John 17:15-16 (NIV)
For Nelson, the answer was to live faithfully within the world–to
trust in Christ, seek God’s guidance and serve others.
“Problems of the present day are solved by the principles of the
Reformation, for which Luther stood,” he told the congregation.
The evening ended on a fitting note. Lutherans from different
congregations and communities shaped by different European
languages and traditions joined together in Luther’s great
Reformation hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” sung in four
languages – English, German, Swedish, and Norwegian.
This year, on Reformation Sunday, October 25, let us too remember
the Reformation and its continuing witness to the Biblical truth at
the heart of Luther’s message: salvation is God’s gift, received by
grace through faith in Jesus Christ. And like those Lutherans who
gathered in Eau Claire more than a century ago, may we consider
what that faith means for how we live and serve in the world today.

New Members
Classes

Sunday, October 4 & Sunday, October 11
9:30 AM

Monday, October 12
6:00 PM

Interested in church membership?
Come to one of our New Members Classes to

learn how you can grow your relationship with
our community. Sign-up at the front desk in the

Narthex.

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Sunday, October 4th
9:30 AM

Join us for our 1  monthly pancake breakfast for
Fellowship Hour.

st

Help to reduce our debt - one pancake at a time!
Pancakes • Sausage • Fruit • Coffee • Juice

Gluten-free pancakes also available.
Good Food & Good Fellowship!

This will replace our regular fellowship
refreshments, so just come hungry!

GriefShare is a weekly support group to help process
grief, discuss with other people moving through the
grieving process, and provide valuable resources and

tips over the course of 13 sessions.
1:00 PM on Wednesdays (starting October 14, 2026)

Scan the QR code above to register.

FELLOWSHIP
Sundays @ 9:30 AM

Thank you to the Men of Saving Grace for
leading fellowship in September!

Sign up to lead fellowship and/or bring snacks
at the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.

Remember to wear red on the weekend of Reformation Sunday!
October 24-25, 2026
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TRUNKTRUNKTRUNK
TREATTREATTREAT

OR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
2 - 4PM

9AM - 2PM

FALLFALLFALL
BAZAARBAZAARBAZAAR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7th
Our annual Fall Bazaar is just a month away!

Hand-made items, baked goods, a silent auction, and more
await! Don’t forget, we always have LEFSE - but don’t be

late, we may run out.
Would you like to provide items for the bazaar? Please

contact the Church Office for more information.
715 - 514 - 3552 or office@saving-gracechurch.com

Adopt a

TURKEY!
for our Community Thanksgiving Dinner

We are preparing for our annual Community
Thanksgiving Dinner. This year we are asking for

donations to get 80 twenty-pound turkeys.

Any dollar amount makes a difference!
Thank you for supporting this mission.

For more information, check out our table in the
Narthex between Sunday worship services or

contact Ashley & Allison Otto:
sglcthanksgivingdinner1@gmail.com

continued on next page...

A message from Pastor David Irgens

“ For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through
faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will
live by faith.’” Romans 1:17

17

What’s it matter? Halloween again. Right? Or is there more
to it? Oh, there’s more, so much more! We mark our year by
our celebrations. It used to center on the Summer Solstice,
Winter Solstice, birthdays, graduations, and major steps in
life. In the church, it’s Christmas, Holy Week, Good Friday,
Easter, Ascension Sunday, Pentecost, but there’s more.

On All Hallows’ Eve – October 31, 1517, “the reverend
father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and Sacred Theology
and regularly appointed Lecturer on all these subjects at that
place (Wittenberg University)” (95 Theses) reportedly went
to the church door in Wittenberg, which served as the
university bulletin board, and nailed 95 Theses (arguments
or propositions) to debate the practice of granting
indulgences. The Catholic Church claimed to hold the keys to
salvation. Indulgences were a means of great revenue for the
Catholic Church. They preyed on people’s fear of purgatory
and hell for the money to pay for the building of St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome. Rich non-clergy were buying positions as
archbishops (called simony) as an investment backed by
bankers. If you could buy a piece of parchment of
forgiveness (an indulgence), you could spring a loved one’s
soul from purgatory. Luther learned about the depth of
God’s grace as he taught the Psalms, Romans, and Galatians,
which led him to understand that God’s righteousness has
been given to us through faith in Jesus Christ. He wanted to
reform the Roman Catholic Church and bring them to
understand God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ, but the
church was held captive. Let me make it simple. True story.

A few years ago I did a funeral for a fellow. His family said
that as children they went out to their grandparents’ farm
for part of the summer. When Bob (the deceased) was
young, he made a bow and arrow. It wasn’t the best bow
and arrow, but good enough. He was a terrible shot, but one
afternoon he went out to practice. He saw that annoying
goose running around the yard. The goose chased and
pecked at anyone who came near him. He aimed near the
goose to scare him, but to his horror, the arrow went right
through the goose, and down went the goose. He took the
goose, hid him behind a pile of wood, and put dirt over him.
Later, one of his sisters came to him and said: “I know about
the goose; you do my chores, and I won’t tell Grandma.”
Grandma asked what happened to the goose; no one said a
word.

Whenever it was the sister’s turn to wash the dishes, pick
eggs, feed the pigs, she would remind Bob, “Remember the
goose.” And Bob would do whatever his sister wanted.
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After a couple of days of doing his sister’s chores, he had
enough. Finally, he told his grandma. She said, “I found the
goose yesterday. It’s okay; I was wondering how long you’d
put up with your sister blackmailing you.”

LECTIONARY SCHEDULE
for the month of October 2026

Sunday, October 4 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7

Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

Psalm 80:7-15 (14, 15)

Sunday, October 11 - Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 25:1-9

Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

Psalm 23 (5)

Sunday, October 18 - Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 45:1-7

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

Psalm 96:1-9 (7)

Sunday, October 25 - Reformation Sunday
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36
Psalm 46 (7)

Interested in reading the Word at the Sunday 8:30 AM
traditional worship service?

Contact Ellis Stewart to sign up!
ellis.stewart@charter.net

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

THURSDAYS AT 5:00 PM

THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION
OF LUTHER’S CATECHISM

FAITH FOR LIFE:

Faith For Life is an adult catechism class led by Pastor David
Irgens. No sign-up required, just come eager to learn!

Sunday Bible Study
Studying Life After Jesus

9:30 AM in the Family Room
Led by Donna Kokemoor

Tuesday Bible Study
Studying the Book of Ephesians

4:00 PM in the Family Room
Led by Ron Johnson

ADULT BIBLE	STUDIES

“ For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through
faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will
live by faith.’” Romans 1:17

17

We are called to faith in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit
giving us faith in God’s Word. We are freed from sin, death
and the power of the devil, and no longer enslaved to sin,
but the very righteousness of God has been given us through
faith in Jesus Christ. God has forgiven our sins and sees us
covered in Christ’s innocence, righteousness, and
blessedness (2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Cor. 1:30, Explanation of the 2
Article of the Apostles’ Creed) to the glory of God. We take
God as His Word. We believe in Jesus Christ, realizing we are
not taking a hold of Him, He already has a hold of us.

nd

In a letter written July 1530 to Jerome Weller, a 31-year-old
friend, who tutored his children, who was struggling with
spiritual despair, Luther writes, “Laugh your adversary to
scorn and ask who it is with whom you are talking. By all
means flee solitude, for the devil watches and lies in wait for
you most of all when you are alone. This devil is conquered
by mocking and despising him, not by resisting and arguing
with him.

“When the devil throws our sins up to us and declares we
deserve death and hell, we ought to speak thus: ‘I admit that
I deserve death and hell. What of it? Does this mean that I
shall be sentenced to eternal damnation? By no means. For I
know One who suffered and made a satisfaction on my
behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Where he is,
there I shall be also.’ Yours, Martin Luther” (Luther: Letters of
Spiritual Counsel, trans. and ed. Theodore G. Tappert (orig.
1960; reprint, Vancouver, BC: Regent College Publishing,
2003), 85).

“For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1).
There it is! There’s the Gospel taking hold of us again! So be
it.

In Christ Jesus our Lord,
Pastor David

It’s not too late to sign up for
Sunday School or Confirmation!
You can register your children online:

saving-gracechurch.com/grow/sundayschool
saving-gracechurch.com/grow/confirmation

Or pick up a form in the Narthex!
Contact Cheryl Eberhardt, Education Director, for more info:

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
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Genesis
by Pastor Dan Doran

To pick up where we left off last month, we have started our
lessons in confirmation on the Old Testament. We’re working
on memorizing all 66 books of the Bible–it’s a lot of work! I
invite you to join us. If you just memorize about 5 book
names a week, then you’ll get through the entire Bible by
the end of the school year. So, the kids have the first five
books of the Bible down. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy. These first five books are called the
Books of Law.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
for the month of October 2026

Men of Saving Grace Breakfast
Saturdays @ 8:00 AM

Women’s Craft Group
Mondays @ 1:00 PM

Board of Worship & Music
Thursday, October 8 @ 5:30 PM

Education Committee
Sunday, October 18 @ 10:30 AM

Discipleship
Monday, October 5 @ 3:30 PM

Council
Tuesday, October 27 @ 6:00 PM

Monday, October 5 @ 5:00 PM
Mission Outreach

Monday, October 12 @ 4:30 PM
Church Management

Genesis stands out among these five books. Genesis contains
all the history that takes place before the people were set
free from Egypt and given the laws or any of the ten
commandments. Genesis doesn’t contain a list of laws or
rules or any code for the people of God to follow. It tells the
story of how everything was created, how sin entered the
world, and how God began working to reverse the effects of
sin and death in the lives of his chosen people.
So, how come Genesis fits together with the rest of the
books of the Law? The book of Ecclesiastes helps answer the
question. “ What has been is what will be, and what has
been done is what will be done; there is nothing new under
the sun. Is there a thing of which it is said, ‘See, this is
new’? It has already been, in the ages before us” (Ecc. 1:9-
10). “There is nothing new under the sun.” Even though
Genesis happened so many years ago...life is not so different
from when Abraham and Sarah walked the earth. Couples
still point fingers at one another instead of owning their
mistakes (like Adam and Eve). Children still try to manipulate
their parents to get more than their fair share of the
inheritance (like Jacob and Esau). Couples still are challenged
by infertility (like Abram and Sarai). People are still faced
with the temptation of infidelity (like Judah and Joseph).

9

10

Genesis is a book of the Law not because it contains a long
list of rules for us to follow. Instead, it contains the real-life
example of God’s people, sometimes obeying, but often
times going against what would be revealed in the Ten
Commandments. We get to see, in the lives of those who
have walked before us in faith, what happens when we obey
and when we disobey God’s will in our lives.
So the illustration and the challenge from the book of James
applies also to the book of Genesis. “ For if any are hearers
of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at
themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on
going away, immediately forget what they were like” (James
1:23-24). We should be able to see ourselves in the book of
Genesis. Like looking in a mirror, we will be able to
sympathize with certain characters, recognize some of our
own conflicts alive in the text as we read it, and see the sin
we struggle with played out in the lives of those first
believers.

23

24

continued on next page...

LOOKING FOR
CHRISTMAS TREES!

Christmas trees are needed for center pieces
for the annual Christmas Party (December 12).

Made from any materials 12" to 24" tall.

Contact Chuck Hill for more information:
715-529-5794 | havenfun6@yahoo.com

Monday, November 16
SAVE THE DATE!

Blood Drive

Join the Saving Grace Dartball Team!
No experience necessary, all are welcome.

Contact Erik Anderson for more information:
ewla@bwca.cc
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But, ultimately, we see a merciful God working through the
lives of broken and sinful people to accomplish his good
and gracious will. If anything, the book of Genesis will teach
us that we too need God’s mercy. We’ve got the same sin
sickness that got Adam and Eve kicked out of the garden.
Yet, we know the God who gives hope in the promise. A
promise that stretches beyond our sin, our shortcomings,
and our mistakes. A promise that rests on the work of God
in our lives. He has proven himself faithful to generations
gone by–and he has promised to be faithful to you.

Every Blessing in the Lord,
Pastor Dan

MISSION OUTREACH
Sharing God’s Gifts

In September, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem,
Binder Family, Rising Hope, Rescued & Redeemed, and
Agape.
We chose to gift Rescued & Redeemed to support their
upcoming fundraiser. Rescued & Redeemed is a 501(c)(3)
Christ-centered organization addressing sex trafficking by
raising awareness and offering practical solutions to
rescue and redeem individuals through Jesus Christ’s love.
The Everlasting Hope fundraiser is planned for Saturday,
November 7, 2026, from 4-8pm at the Eau Claire Even
District (High Country venue), located at 5775 20  Ave,
Eau Claire, WI 54703. More information is coming soon.

th

We would like to invite you to our Mission Outreach table
in the Narthex. We have newsletters, volunteer
information, and notes from groups and organizations
Saving Grace supports. We are always open to ideas and
suggestions *use the Lockbox* for missions from our
congregation.

Mission Outreach next meeting will be on Monday,
October 5, 2026, at 5:00.

MEMORIAL &	HONORARY	GIFTS
In memory of Jeanne Janssen & Dana Janssen

to Debt Reduction
given by Shawn & Jennie

In memory of Mona Rondeau
to Debt Reduction

given by Megan Ulberg & family, Matt Hoch, and
Michaela Rongholt

In honor of John & Betsy Ruesch’s 50th wedding
anniversary

to Debt Reduction
given by Don Erickson and Barb Mathson

In memory of my parents, Bev & Don Erickson
to General Operating Fund

given by Don Erickson
In memory of parents, Wayne & Velma Rosman; sister,

Rosalie Rosman; brother, LeRoy Rosman
to TV Ministry

given by Gerri Schulner & Kenneth Schulner

Thank you for your generous donations.
You make this ministry possible!

The Armor of God
by Katherine Altreuter

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing: it is the gift of God.”

Ephesians 2:8

Ron Johnson and the Tuesday Bible Study crew are going to
be studying the Book of Ephesians this fall. Coincidentally,
I’ve been reading Ephesians and studying a specific chapter
the past few weeks. If you turn to chapter 6, you will read a
passage on putting on the whole armor of God. In order to
overcome “the wiles of the devil” (6:11), we must take on
these different pieces of armor and weaponry that God
gives us: the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness,
the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, “which is the word of God” (6:17).

I love the imagery in this passage. And it’s true! Fighting
against temptation and sin really is like a battle, and God’s
Word and the Holy Spirit gives us strength to go back into
war once again.

With Reformation Sunday just around the corner, we’ve
been talking a lot about Martin Luther and his works. His
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” is like the passage
from the sixth chapter of Ephesians put to music:

Verse One: “A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and
shield victorious; He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and
wins salvation glorious. The old satanic foe has sworn to
work us woe! With craft and dreadful might he arms
himself to fight. On earth he has no equal.”

God is our sword and shield and He is the only one to grant
salvation. Luther went up against the Catholic Church with
a list of grievances because the Church claimed they would
“grant salvation” if you just gave them a little bit more
money. Does God ask for our money or really any of our
earthly possessions? God wants us to give up our desire for
mortal treasures, for sure. But we’re not finding our hope
through paying a monetary fee. The real cost is what Jesus
Christ did for us on the cross. Now we must trust in our
Lord and have faith no matter what!

continued on next page...



COMMUNITY NOTES
Death Notices
Janice Lynn Tollefson passed August 14, 2026. Pastor
Dan Doran presided over the funeral on August 25th
at Stokes, Prock, & Mundt Funeral Chapel.
Kimberley J. Johnson passed September 4, 2026.
Pastor David Irgens presided over the funeral on
September 18th at Smith Funeral Chapel.

Altar Flowers in September
September 5-6: given by Dale Farley in memory of his
wife, Sherry; given by Doug & Jill Klawiter and Richard
& Donna Kokemoor in honor of the Klawiters’ 60th
anniversary; given by Richard & Donna Kokemoor in
honor of their 4th anniversary.
September 12-13: given by Kevin & Michelle Otto in
honor of their 29th anniversary; given by Cathy Setzer,
the Otto family, Deb Christner, & John Setzer, Jr. in
memory of John Setzer, Snr.
September 19-20: given by Nancy Sparks & family in
memory of Dick Sparks; given by Chris & Nikki Jackson
in honor of their 32nd anniversary.
September 26-27: given by Renae & Pete Hestekin in
memory of Maxine Hentzman & Bev Hestekin.

Baptisms
Maeve Louise Trkula was baptized by Pastor Dan
Doran on September 13, 2026.

WORSHIP &	MUSIC
Saving Grace Choir - October Schedule

Rehearsals on Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 PM.
Performing on October 11  and October 25  at 8:30 AM

traditional worship services.
th th

See the bulletin board in the Narthex or
in the Music Room for the fall choir schedule!

Interested in sharing your gifts?
Contact Katherine Altreuter, Music Director, for more

information about the choir, Special Music, the
contemporary band, or assisting in the Audio/Visual booth.

sglcmusic@gmail.com
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Over and over in the New Testament Jesus and His disciples
talk about grace through faith. While we are still to follow
God’s Word and laws, we will always fall short. It is our faith
in God that brings us closer to Him and allows us to nurture
our relationship with Him. God has set an unattainable
standard in Jesus Christ that is worth striving for because it
better shapes us as disciples.
We read in the fourth article of the Augsburg Confession, “It
is also taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of
sin and righteousness before God by our own merits, works,
or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and
become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s sake,
through faith, when we believe that Christ suffered for us
and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness
and eternal life are given to us.”
For it is by what Christ has done that we are saved. When
Christ is the center of our mission work, of why we volunteer
at church, or help our neighbors, or even as simply as
attending worship services, then we know what God’s mercy
is all about. Because no matter how good of a person you
may be, it is what Christ has done that brings you to God.
Verse 2: “No strength of ours can match his might! We would
be lost, rejected. But now a champion comes to fight, whom
God himself elected. You ask who this may be? The Lord of
hosts is he! Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son,
adored. He holds the field victorious.”
So put on the armor of God - our Lord, Jesus Christ - as you
walk in faith. “For God himself fights by our side with
weapons of the Spirit” (Luther, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God”).

continued...

If gifting	through	your	financial	institution...

please include your name in the memo of your
contribution to ensure credit in the church’s system for

your annual giving statement.

Please reach out to either Pam Bee (Treasurer) or the
office (office@saving-gracechurch.com) with any

questions or concerns.
Thank you!

THANKSGIVING
PRAYER VIGIL

W E D N E S D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  1 8

1 0 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m  
More information coming soon...
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Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make
Jesus Christ known to all as the One True Savior, Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit.
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	to Debt Reduction
	In honor of John & Betsy Ruesch’s 50th wedding anniversary

	to Debt Reduction
	In memory of my parents, Bev & Don Erickson

	to General Operating Fund
	In memory of parents, Wayne & Velma Rosman; sister, Rosalie Rosman; brother, LeRoy Rosman

	to TV Ministry
	Thank you for your generous donations.
	You make this ministry possible!

	Saving Grace Lutheran Church
	saving-gracechurch.com
	MISSION STATEMENT



	STAFF
	Pastor David Irgens, Senior Pastor
	ibn1irgs@yahoo.com
	pastordansglc@gmail.com
	office@saving-gracechurch.com
	sglcmusic@gmail.com
	savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


	CHURCH COUNCIL
	Michelle Otto
	Council Members


	COMMITTEE CHAIRS
	Bev Nelson


