CIC 3-15-26
[image: ]For 34 years Sears sold home kits. There were 370 designs and over 70,000 of them were built. 
Imagine you are a young couple and you save money for years and finally buy your dream house from Sears for $2,039.00.
· Yeah! You officially own a house. A few weeks later a big truck pulls up and unloads your home.
· The problem is that you have to put the house together. 
· You are happy. You can pull out the windows and think, ‘wow, such beautful windows.’ 
· It will be some time before your home is complete. Hold that thought.
We have had such delightful services here lately. Wow. We have been looking at joy, but not everyone can rejoice with full delight right now. Their circumstances are too difficult right now to dance before the LORD. 
In today’s message we turn to Luke’s biography of Jesus, and we will cover a lot of ground. 
· We will see that ‘Luke links joy to Jesus’ miraculous activity.’[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  J. Lyle Story, Joyous Encounters: Discovering the Happy Affections in Luke-Acts (New York, NY: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 2018), 65.] 

· Jesus’ mission is to usher in the kingdom of God.
· We now have a small measure of joy of God’s advancing kingdom– like our Sears home being unloaded - but there is a day coming when we will have complete, overflowing joy – when we see Jesus face to face.
[image: ]Joy of God’s Kingdom 
Luke 4-13
1. Background.
We have been looking at literary segments in Luke-Acts. My mentor told me that the problem with original research is that you have to jump into the pool and swim around a bit before you get direction. 
I feel that is the case with these messages on joy. 
· In December, we jumped into the pool with the angel’s announcement and the joy surrounding Jesus’ birth.
· Since then, we have looked at joy in the book of Acts. We skipped around in the book as God revealed week by week.
· I want to end with the joy of the resurrection on Easter. 
Today is not a story segment per se but is a look at the joy that accompanies God’s advancing kingdom. We have seen that …
Joy is important because …
· Joy is attractional. It is missional to live a life of joy. The way our country is right now, we need to be people who have an attractional joy all over us.
· Joy is a life connected to Jesus. Jesus said we were created for joy. Joy is in relationship with God. ‘Remain in my love’ … ‘I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete (Jn 15:11 NIV).’ Today, we add another reason for the importance of joy.
· Joy is a downpayment of our future.
· Joy is the evidence of God’s kingdom breaking in and a promise of what is to come.
For example, Peter wrote, ‘But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ (right now), so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed (future) (1Pe 4:13 NIV).’ 
· Like our Sears home, the kingdom of God is here, but it is not fully here until the end of time. 
· We live in a dawn-like moment. The night is done but the light is not fully here.
The background of today’s message is Jesus’ Spirit-filled annoucement that launched his ministry: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor … 21 Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing (Lk 4:18-19, 21 NIV).’
· Jesus’ miraculous work is to replace Satan’s kingdom. In keeping with our Sears’ home illustration – the old shack on the property must be torn down first.
· Eighteen times in today’s passages, we hear the phrase ‘Kingdom of God.’ 
The first miracle Jesus does proclaims freedom.
2. Capernaum, Lk 4:31-37.
In Capernaum, a man filled with a demon wanted Jesus to go away, ‘why are you interfering with us … have you come to destroy us (Lk 4:34 NLT)?’
Jesus said, ‘Be quiet! Come out of the man (Lk 4:35 NLT),’ and the demon left the man.
But we are interested in the crowd’s reaction: ‘Amazed, the people exclaimed, “What authority and power this man’s words possess! Even evil spirits obey him, and they flee at his command!” 37 The news about Jesus spread through every village in the entire region (Lk 4:36-37 NLT).’
· They were astonished, in awe. 
· The Spirit – with power and authority - was on Jesus to release the captives. 
· The word amazed here is a happy word – great joy.
· This is a ‘spontaneous and contagious witness and joyful declaration.’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Story, Joyous Encounters, 66.] 

Jesus healed many people in Capernaum, including Peter’s mother in-law. The people wanted Jesus to stay and continue, but Jesus said, ‘I must preach the Good News of the Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was sent (Lk 4:43 NLT).’
· Joy is the evidence of God’s kingdom breaking in and a promise of what is to come.
· If I had a bucket full of foam balls and I poured water into the bucket, the lighter foam balls would float to the top and eventually spill out as the heavier water displaced the lighter foam balls. In the same way the Kingdom of God displaces the kingdom of this world.
Next, Jesus leaves Capernaum.
3. Sea of Galilee, Lk 5:1-11.
Peter and others had fished all night but did not catch anything. Jesus said, ‘Now go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish (Lk 5:4 NLT).’
Why would Jesus prophecy about catching fish? 
· It is absurd. Peter is a fisherman, Jesus is not. 
· ‘Luke wants his readers to see this event as miraculous.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Story, Joyous Encounters, 67.] 

· Peter obeys and there is a miraculous catch of fish that requires help to get the fish onboard. 
Last week, I said, Luke consistently pairs fear with joy.
· Zechariah - ‘overwhelmed with fear (Lk 1:12) … you will have great joy and gladness (v. 14).’
· Shepherds – ‘they were terrified (Lk 2:9) … good news of great joy (v. 10).’
Here, Peter is afraid and falls on his knees crying, 
· Peter - ‘I am such a sinful man (Lk 5:8)’ … Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people (v. 10).’ 
· Luke is being playful here, you will ‘catch (men) alive.’
Peter has a new calling - joyfully announcing the Good News.
4. Galilee, Lk 5:17-26.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke include the story of the men who let their friend down through a roof for healing. But Luke’s retelling includes two items the others do not.
1. ‘And the Lord’s healing power was strongly with Jesus (Lk 5:17 NLT).’ This reminds us that the Spirit of the LORD was on him to preach the Good News in chapter four (Lk 4:18).
2. The reaction to the healing (Lk 5:25-26).
· The man went home praising God (v. 25).
· Everyone had ‘great wonder and awe, and they praised God (v. 26).’
Everyone is happy and full of joy except for the joyless religious critics (v. 21).
At one point John the Baptist was in prison and questioned if Jesus was the Messiah. He called his disciples to ask Jesus. Jesus said, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see (Mt 11:4 NIV).’
· The miracles validated the Messiah and the arrival of the kingdom of God.
· Like the dawn displacing the darkness, John wrote, ‘Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness’ cannot overcome it (Jn 1:5).’
· Joy is the evidence of God’s kingdom breaking in and a promise of what is to come.
Every miracle, every answered prayer, every conversation with our neighbors advances the kingdom of God.
5. Nain Lk 7:11-17.
In the village of Nain, Jesus happens upon a funeral procession of a widow’s son. Jesus and his disciples were being followed by ‘a large crowd (v. 11).’
Jesus is moved with compassion (Lk 7:13) and touches the coffin. He says, ‘young man, I tell you, get up (v. 14).’
Mimicry is the Greek word[footnoteRef:4] for imitating or copying. Paul said to mimic him as he mimics Christ (2Th 3:7, 9). In art, mimic art is closest to the real.  [4:  Imitation = mimeomai, e.g., Ro 9:19, He 8:8. Imitator = mimetes, e.g., 1Co 4:16, 11:1, Ep 5:1, 1Th 1:6, 2:14, He 6:12.] 

· For example, a color photograph of a beautiful forest is mimic. A step removed is a B&W photograph, followed by watercolor painting, and finally a pencil drawing, etc.
· In music, mimic music follows what was written, jazz or scat singing is a step removed from an exact copy of the original.[image: ][image: ][image: ]
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· Paul says we now ‘see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face (1Co 13:12 NIV).’
The young man rises from the dead and ‘Great fear swept the crowd, and they praised God, saying, “A mighty prophet has risen among us,” and “God has visited his people today (Lk 7:16 NLT).”’
Note, there is fear and joy at the same time – fear because they know they are in the presence of a great power.
· Judaism was monotheistic in a time of Roman and pagan polytheism. Like us, they believe in just one God - the Almighty God who created heaven and earth.
· This was no mimicry of God. This was no Roman demi-god, or little pagan god, this was the real God.
‘And the news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding countryside (Lk 7:17 NLT).’ 
· Great joy always accompanies the Good News.
· God’s kingdom displaces the kingdom of sickness, death, and pain with joy and hope.
Like Isaiah prophesied, God will ‘Comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair (Is 61:2-3 NIV).’
Continuing to rural Galilee …
6. Rural Galilee, Lk 9:37-43.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record the story of a boy in rural Galilee who was filled with a demon that tried to kill him. The disciples were unable to cast the demon out. Jesus did it. But Luke adds, ‘Then he gave him back to his father. 43 Awe gripped the people as they saw this majestic display of God’s power (Lk 9:42-43 NLT).’
Look at the crowd’s reaction:
· Awe
· Majestic power
· Marvel
This is a joyful response to God’s power in contrast to the weak disciples.
· Jesus said, ‘If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you (Lk 11:20 NIV).’
· Joy is the evidence of God’s kingdom breaking in and a promise of what is to come.
Also, in rural Galilee …
7. Rural Galilee, Lk 10:1-24.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke record the story of Jesus sending out the twelve: ‘One day Jesus called together his twelve disciples and gave them power and authority to cast out all demons and to heal all diseases. 2 Then he sent them out to tell everyone about the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 “Take nothing for your journey,” he instructed them. “Don’t take a walking stick, a traveler’s bag, food, money, or even a change of clothes. 4 Wherever you go, stay in the same house until you leave town. 5 And if a town refuses to welcome you, shake its dust from your feet as you leave to show that you have abandoned those people to their fate (Lk 9:1-5 NLT).”’ 6 ‘So they began their circuit of the villages, preaching the Good News and healing the sick (Lk 9:6 NLT).’
· They were to preach the Good News of the Kingdom of God and trust God for their daily provision. 
Upon their return, Jesus ‘Spoke to them about the kingdom of God (Lk 9:11 NIV).’
Later, Luke is the only biographer that includes the story of Jesus sending out the seventy-two. The story is just like the sending of the twelve except, Jesus …
· Says the workers are few (Lk 10:2).
· Warns them of the dangers (v. 3).
· Tells them many will reject the message (vv. 10-16).
The story continues … ‘When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even the demons obey us when we use your name!” 18 “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! 19 Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 20 But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven (Lk 10:17-20 NLT).”’
· They joyfully reported the success. They are thrilled that demons are subject to them. They rejoice because Jesus’ authority that has been delegated to them.
· Jesus had a vision of Satan’s ultimate defeat. 
· The Hebrew phrase, ‘don’t rejoice … (but) rejoice because’ means your joy is not found in doing but in being.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Story, Joyous Encounters, 77.] 

Continuing, ‘At that same time Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, and he said, “O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike. Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way (Lk 10:21 NLT).”’
It means literally, ‘he rejoiced with exuberance.’[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Story, Joyous Encounters, 78.] 

· This is the Good News the angel announced to Mary.
· This is the glad tongues of Pentecost.
· This is joy that only the Holy Spirit can bring.
· This joy leads to Jesus’ bursting out with praise that God had revealed the mystery of the kingdom of God to them.
· I have a friend who believes this phrase means Jesus was so overcome, he spoke in tongues.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Robert P. Menzies, Speaking in Tongues: Jesus and the Apostolic Church as Models for the Church Today (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2016),48-49.] 

Conclusion.
What does all this mean for us? We live in an already / not yet state: the kingdom of God has come, but it is not yet fully realized.
· Our home has arrived but is not yet finished.
· The night is done, but the light is not that bright.
Here is an illustration from Isaiah: ‘Those who have been ransomed by the Lord will return. They will enter Jerusalem singing, crowned with everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and they will be filled with joy and gladness (Is 51:11 NLT).’
Was this prophecy fulfilled? Yes & no. 
· Yes – Judah did return to the Promised Land following their captivity in Babylon. 
· No – it can hardly be said that either Israel or we have an ‘everlasting joy,’ or that ‘sorrow and mourning’ has disappeared. 
· We have a measure of joy and gladness as a downpayment of what is coming.
We live in what C.S. Lewis calls the ‘shadowlands,’ the time between darkness and light. So, how are we to live? Let’s go back to why joy is important.
Joy is important because …
· Joy is attractional. - Let your joy be visible in conversation, attitudes and reactions. You can make a difference.
· Joy is a life connected to Jesus. - Practice abiding with Jesus.
· Joy is a downpayment of our future. - Live with hope-filled anticipation. Look for signs of God’s kingdom and hold joy / sorrow together without shame. 
David says, ‘Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning (Ps 30:5 NLT).’ Just like the morning light slowly grows and then suddenly it is day. 
So too, every miracle, every answered prayer, every conversation with our neighbors advances the kingdom of God. 
Suddenly – when we least expect it - the true king of this earth will split the sky and return. 
· Then, ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away … “I am making everything new (Re 21:4 NIV)!”’
· Joy is the evidence of God’s kingdom breaking in and a promise of what is to come.
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