Living with Biblical Convictions in a Confused Culture
Revelation 22:6
		

INTRODUCTION

A.	It stopped me dead in my tracks; it brought me to a sober reflection moment and then 	moved me to a resolve in my spirit to do something about it. (Thus, the motivation of my 
message today)

B.	It was Thursday evening, following a full four quarters of Thanksgiving (inside our house)

Eight grandchildren, ages 13-1 ½, had retreated to their respective homes full of sugar! Major clean-up was now the task for Mimi and me. It had been an absolute fun day of food, games, energy, memories…The evidence of that fun was everywhere!

After the first round of sweeping up sprinkles, picking up clothes and throwing away twice as many plastic cups as were people present, and only one broken glass due to an incomplete pass thrown by the 11-year-old Heisman wanna be…it was looking pretty good. 

I left the dishes and stove top cleaning to Mimi and went into my room to get ready for bed.

C.	I clicked on a podcast of a pastor and when I heard these words I came to a physical and emotional halt. The pastor said, “our society is walking through a maze of cultural landmines, and the highest price is exacted if we send our children on ahead without any spiritual foundation.”

D.	That hit me like a ton of bricks. My sense of delight in watching my 8 grandkids play, laugh, eat and reap havoc in my living room turned to a chilling sense of uneasiness thinking about the world in which they are growing up in. I thought what can I do as a grandparent, a church leader to ensure their spiritual protection?

(Prop)

Obviously, the Bible has some good advice. In Revelation 22 there are three testimonies from three witnesses that remind us that we can arm ourselves and the next generation for living with Biblical convictions in a confused culture.

These are credible testimonies. Think about it.

Angel—Escort of John, who carried him away in the Spirit to see this revelation of Jesus

John—The one the Lord chose to see and write the revelation of Jesus for the church. A message and a revelation that still impacts the church today.

Jesus—The Son of God, who came from Heaven to earth, to show us how to live and to die for our sins.

Revelation 22:6-11
The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”
“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll.” I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.”



I. ANGEL’S TESTIMONY

Revelation 22:6 
The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”

God’s word is trustworthy, learn to depend on it.

A. Wonder if some of the moral issues we face is due to the Bible having lost its prominence in our culture, probably why we see a crisis of biblical literacy and spiritual famine. All the major institutions of society, which once were guided by biblical principles have drifted, and the result is quite evident. (Political, educational, social, family, religious)

We are starving ourselves to death, from a lack of spiritual nutrition, by not reading, depending on and living according to the Bible. How’d we get here? Distractions, misplaced priorities, self-sufficiency, busyness…all of the above?

B. I want to challenge you to fall in love with God’s word; see the important part that it 	plays in your life. 

It’s God’s love letter to humanity; it’s His playbook for effective living; It’s a source of hope when life doesn’t make sense; it can mend the shattered pieces of a torn life. The Bible is not just a book you read; it’s a living text that others can read through you by the way you live.

(ill My Testimony)

Oh, how I want the next generation to know the power of God’s word and lean into it.


II. JESUS’ TESTIMONY

Revelation 22:7
“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll.”

· I am coming soon. Do we believe that? Do we live in anticipation of that reality? Conduct your life with the constant awareness and anticipation that Christ is coming again.

· The greatest danger facing the church is not a few misguided date predictors of Jesus’ return, rather a church that acts like Jesus isn’t returning at all!

A. As strong as I believe in the virgin birth of Jesus; the crucifixion of Jesus; the resurrection of Jesus; I believe in the return of Jesus.

I get it, there is some skepticism whenever the topic of end times or the return of Christ comes up.

But, if you know the world has an end and it could be soon it rearranges your priorities.

Awareness of the return of Christ will comfort us or correct us.

	(ill When your dad gets home)

B. Let me help you about the coming of the Lord. The coming of the Lord is a well-kept secret in many churches, but the message of the Bible could not be any clearer. Let me take a few moments and help you understand the difference between the Rapture and the second coming. 

1. At the Rapture, Jesus will return for His people.

1 Thessalonians 4:17
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

At the second coming Jesus will return with His people.

· This happens 7 years after the Rapture

· Christ will defeat the Anti-Christ; destroy evil and set up His kingdom here on Earth.

2. At the Rapture, Jesus brings a blessing to His people at the second coming, He will bring judgement for those who have rejected him.

3. The Rapture could happen at any moment, the second coming will occur seven years after the Rapture.

When the Rapture occurs, Christ will take every deceased and every living Christian to heaven with Him. Paul describes this wonderful even in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17:

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

The Rapture will protect God’s saints from the Tribulation—the seven years of judgement that will be poured out on earth between the Rapture and the Second Coming. There are some who argue the Tribulation period will begin before the Rapture. However, the Bible says that “there is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1), which suggest the Church will not experience God’s judgment during the Tribulation.

Seven years after the Rapture, Jesus will return to earth in the event known as the Second Coming. His return will be entirely different from His arrival in Bethlehem as a humble Child. When Christ returns, He will appear as the exalted King of the universe, surrounded by His saints. The powers of evil will be quickly defeated at the Battle of Armageddon, and then Christ will establish His everlasting kingdom on earth. 

C. Jesus’ return should cause us to live with hope in all the crazy uncertainty, you can live with hope 

Psalm 39:7 NLT
And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you.

Revelation 22:12-13
Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.





III. JOHN’S TESTIMONY

Revelation 22:8-11
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.”

· Give the Holy Spirit complete residency in your life.

· Notice the angel did not let John misplace his worship…

I pray that we will always be more God dependent than church dependent. Don’t get me wrong…I’m all in and all for the church, but the church can’t do for you all that God can do for you. A person’s faith and spiritual maturity should be placed solely on God, not the church. Attending a church is a vital part of spiritual growth.

Psalm 92:13-14
Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,

· …”Let the Holy person continue to be Holy.” How? By allowing the Holy Spirit, to have complete residency in your life, not occupancy but residency.





CONCLUSION

A. I want to return to the statement that I quoted at the beginning of this message “Our society is walking through a maze of cultural landmines, and the highest price is exacted if we send our children on ahead without any spiritual foundation.”

If our children and grandchildren and even you are going to walk through these landmines, we need the security and coverage that comes from the Word of God; the understanding of His soon return and the full residency of the Holy Spirit.

In the 1950‘s children lost their innocence; liberated from their parents by well-paying jobs, and music lyrics that introduced the term generation gap.

1960’s—Children lost respect for authority, a decade of protest

1970’s—Children lost their care for others, it was the decade of me-ism; dominated by hyphenated works like self-image, self-esteem, self-assertion. Kids learned everything there was to know about sex and forgot everything there was to know about love…no one had the nerve to tell them there was a difference

1980’s—Children lost their belief in the future

1990’s—Children lost their power to reason

2000’s—Children lost their ability to imagine

2010’s—Children lost their physical relationships to digital relationships

I don’t know what the 2020 decade holds, I pray it is a decade of discovery. 

Discovering the value of God’s word
Discovering the reality of Christs’ return
Discovering the power of the Holy Spirit
