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Description automatically generated]About a year ago I went to Washington D.C. I was summoned there by the leaders of our foreign missions department, AGWM. 
It was at the Museum of the Bible (replica of Guttenberg’s press). 
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Description automatically generated]They brought together the pastors of the leading AG churches in the nation as well as district and missions’ leadership. I was humbled to be included in this group. I pastors braced myself for a financial arm-twisting. 
The new Executive Director, John Easter said, ‘Before we let you lose to explore the Bible Museum, you are probably wondering why you are here. You probably assume its money. Money is great, we won’t turn it down. But we want something more precious than money from you, we want your children.’
The next day they launched a new program and explained the trend: young people are hesitant to go into missions or ministry. It’s easy to understand …
· Ministry is hard – everyone has an opinion, and the hours are very long.
· The pay is generally low – it is a sacrifice.
· Society hates the Christian world view and values – it is oppositional to secularism. It is not popular.
· Social media is filled with superstar ministers – hard to compete.
John asked us to give the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to speak to our people about His calling to missions. Serving God is an honor and a joy.
God is still calling people to serve Him. 
· Isaiah - ‘“Whom shall I send? And who will go …?” And I (Isaiah) said, “Here am I. Send me (Is 6:8 NIV)!”’ 
· The disciples - The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go (Lk 10:2-3 NIV)!’ 
· Keith Green – ‘If you don’t have a definite call to stay here, you are called to go.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Last Days Ministries : Why YOU Should Go to the Mission Field, accessed 10/12/24, 7 a.m.] 

Today, I pray that you hear God’s voice calling you to go, to serve, and sacrifice.
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Description automatically generated]This fall we are learning from our spiritual ancestors. Today we are going to look at Samuel’s calling as an example of hearing God’s call. 
Samuel
Hearing God’s Voice
Samuel’s story begins with a godly woman, Hanna, who couldn’t have children. 
1. Birth, 1Sa 1:1-20.
A further frustration was, she was the second wife and ‘her rival provoked her till she wept (1Sa 1:7 NIV).’
Each year she would go with her husband and rival to ‘Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the LORD … at the Tabernacle (1Sa 1:3 NLT).’
On one of those yearly trips ‘Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. 11 And she made this vow: “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he has been dedicated to the Lord, his hair will never be cut (1Sa 1:10-11 NLT).”’
Interesting. She wants a child, but she is ready to give him back to God ‘for his entire lifetime.’ He is to be ‘dedicated to the LORD.’  
· There is a part of Hannah that desperately wants a child, but she is generous towards God, who will give her a child. 
· You could view this as a negotiating prayer – ‘if you ____, then I will.’ But this deeper than a manipulative vow because the requested child is the very gift back to God – she asks to receive so she can give. 
· David said, ‘Everything (we can give) comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand (1Ch 29:14 NIV).’
· What valuable thing can you give to God today? Serving God is an honor and joy.
· Eli, the priest at Shiloh, ‘Eli said, “go in peace! May the God of Israel grant the request you have asked of him (1Sa 1:17 NLT).”’ Eli was still functioning as the priest, but God’s judgment was about to fall on him.
As we look at these great OT characters, don’t minimize yourself. Often, the Bible mentions our being chosen before we were even born. We are called before birth:
· Isaiah – ‘Before I was born the LORD called me (Is 49:1 NIV).’
· Jeremiah – ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you … I set you apart (Jer 1:5 NIV).’
· David – ‘You knit me together in my mother’s womb … 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be (Ps 139:13, 16 NIV).’
· You and me. Very few are going to be famous Internet / TV preachers flying jets (thank God!), but we are all created for His purpose.
· Serving God is an honor and a joy.
Hannah conceives and gives birth to Samuel; his name means ‘heard of God.’
2. Dedication & Childhood, 1Sa 1:21-2:11.
True to her word, when Samuel was only 2 or 3 years old, he was brought to Shiloh. 
· Hannah gives her son to Eli saying, ‘I asked the Lord to give me this boy, and he has granted my request. 28 Now I am giving him to the Lord, and he will belong to the Lord his whole life (1Sa 1:28 NLT).’
Writers have ways of keeping the story on track. This author shows us Samuel’s heart and spirituality at key points.
Samuel’s heart & spirituality:
· ‘And he worshiped the LORD there (1Sa 1:28 NIV).’ He is only 2 or 3 years old, and he worshipped the LORD – it shows us his heart.
· ‘The boy ministered before the LORD under Eli the priest (1Sa 2:12 NIV).’
· ‘But Samuel was ministering before the LORD – a boy wearing a linen ephod (1Sa 2:18 NIV).’
· ‘Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew taller and grew in favor with the LORD and with the people (1Sa 2:26 NLT).’ These resemble the words used by Luke to describe Jesus’ growth.
· ‘The boy Samuel served the Lord by assisting Eli (1Sa 3:1 NLT).’
· ‘As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him (1Sa 3:19 NLT).’
Notice that Samuel is growing up under Eli’s direction serving, worshiping, and ministering to God. 
· These days, people blame the environment in which they were raised for their troubles. But our environment does not define us, our heart does. 
· One of my college professors was fond of saying, ‘the same sun that hardens clay softens butter.’ Samuel’s heart is butter before God.
The story of Eli’s wicked sons is the backdrop for Samuel’s first prophecy.
3. Wicked Sons and a Prophet, 1Sa 2:12-36.
‘Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels who had no respect for the Lord 13 or for their duties as priests (1Sa 2:12 NLT).’
Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phineas, are headed for disaster, but they will not listen to him. 
· We are told, ‘Then I will raise up a faithful priest who will serve me and do what I desire (1Sa 2:35 NLT).’ 
· This story is about ‘the rising destiny of Samuel and the falling destiny of Eli’s family.’[footnoteRef:2] Samuel is going to be a great leader, but he is a transitional leader. He will become the ‘last of the judges, and also the kingmaker’[footnoteRef:3] - he will anoint Saul as the first king. [2:  David Toshio Tsumura, NICOT The First Book of Samuel (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2007), p. 172.]  [3:  Hans Wilhelm Hertzberg, I & II Samual: A Commentary (Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1964), p. 44.] 

Eli’s Sons were…
· Violating the Torah’s food laws (Levite portion), 1Sa 2:13-17. This was ‘treating the LORD’s offerings with contempt (v. 17).’
· Seducing the young women at the Tabernacle, 1Sa 2:22.
· Ignoring their father’s correction, 1Sa 2:23-25.
Samuel does not follow in their ways. 
Samuel grows close to God despite being raised in this wicked and rebellious environment. 
4. Samuel’s Calling, 1Sa 3.
‘Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the Lord by assisting Eli. Now in those days messages from the Lord were very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. 2 One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the Ark of God (1Sa 3:1-3 NLT).’
There are interesting contrasts here.
Contrasts …
· God’s revelation was rare & visions were uncommon // Samuel becomes an ‘attested prophet.’ Why were revelations rare? Probably the result of spiritual disobedience and rot. Why whould God continue to speak if He is constantly ignored and mocked?
· Eli’s darkened eyes // the Lamp of God still burning. 
· When God’s judgement comes true in chapter four, Eli is completely blind (4:15). 
· The Lamp of God still burning has two inferences: it means a) that it was very early in morning, still dark, and b) that God had hope of restoring His revelation through Samuel.
· Eli is down the hall // Samuel is ‘near the Ark.’ Perhaps Samuel needed to be sleeping near the Ark: a) ‘to carry out a task or be on call for some duty’[footnoteRef:4] like tending the lamp, or b) to ‘receive the divine instructions (incubation).’[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Tsumura, First Samuel, p. 175.]  [5:  Hertzberg, I & II Samual, p. 41.] 

‘Suddenly the Lord called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?” Samuel replied. “What is it?” 5 He got up and ran to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.” So he did (1Sa 3:4-5 NLT).’
Samuel confused Eli’s voice with God’s voice ‘because he had never had a message from the Lord.’ There is an art to recognizing God’s voice.
Allow me to create a short list …
Hearing God’s voice.
1. God desires to reveal. God speaks to the humble, receptive, and obedient. I don’t think God is a chatterbox like our coffee shop lady. When God does speak, it is to reveal himself to us (1Sa 3:21). Then, out of our relationship flows his direction for service.
2. Know God (this is the ‘key’).
· Samuel is seen pushing in close to God – worshiping, ministering, serving, and even sleeping near the Ark.
· Think of Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet, choosing the ‘better thing (Lk 10:42).’
· Even though I am creating a list, there is no ‘simple, mechanical formula’ to hearing God’s voice. We cannot ‘master and … control (hearing God’s voice) for our benefit.’[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Jack Deere, Surprised by the Voice of God (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), p. 321. People’s excitement fades ‘when the answer begins by denying that there is an easy formula’, p. 323.] 

· Just as we know our friend’s voice because we spend time with them, we learn God’s voice.
God speaks to Samuel two more times. The third time, Eli understands ‘So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went back to bed. 10 And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel … (1Sa 3:9-11 NLT).’
· God is gentle with us. ‘God will give us time to understand His voice and learn His will. What He asks of is the obedient spirit, and the readiness to hear and understand.’[footnoteRef:7] [7:  A.B. Simpson, Judges, Ruth and Samuel (Harrisburg, PA: Christian Publications, Inc., no date), p.176.] 

· God’s revelation to Samuel was simple. God is going to punish Eli and his family.
· In the morning, Samuel delivers his first prophecy and Eli recognizes it as ‘the LORD’s will (1Sa 3:18 NLT).’ 
This story ends with these words …
4. Samuel’s Ministry, 1Sa 3.
‘As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him, and everything Samuel said proved to be reliable. 20 And all Israel, from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south, knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh and gave messages to Samuel there at the Tabernacle (1Sa 3:19-21 NLT).’
· In the chapter four, it is ironic that Eli the judge of Israel, is judged by God (1Sa 4:18). Eli and his two sons die on the same day.
· Shiloh is restored as a place of revelation, not because it is a special place but because of the character of Samuel.
Let me add a few items to our list. 
Hearing God’s voice.
1. Know God. 
2. God desires to reveal. 
3. God’s voice agrees with the Bible and has a constant character. God’s voice never contradicts the Bible. God’s voice is familiar. You have heard it many times in reading the Bible; there is a consistency to his voice and content. 
4. God’s voice is different from our self-talk. God’s voice will be different from our self-talk. It will not be generated by us but come to us. It will seem different. That leads to a final point …
5. God’s voice will be easy to reject. Remember, God came down to a stable in Bethlehem rather than a palace. ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts (Is 55:8 NIV).’ Often, we want to hear from God because of a desire for ‘greater comfort or prominence … we want to set the agenda.’[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Deere, Voice of God, p. 331.] 

· He wants us to choose Him first.
· Let’s choose the ‘better thing.’ 
· He wants our obedience.
Conclusion.
I love that this story ends with ‘The Lord continued to appear (1Sa 3:21 NLT).’ God still speaks today, and He calls us to Himself and to service, if we will listen.
What valuable thing can you give to God today? Serving God is an honor and joy.
For just a few minutes, we are going to stop and listen. JP will play something quietly in the background and we will put up some verses about God’s calling. Please feel free to come to the front. Let’s be like Mary, sitting at Jesus’ feet, choosing the ‘better thing.’ Let’s call it an abiding time.
· God to Isaiah - ‘“Whom shall I send? And who will go …?” And I (Isaiah) said, “Here am I. Send me (Is 6:8 NIV)!”’ 
· Jesus to the disciples - The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go (Lk 10:2-3 NIV)!’ 
Pray.
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