
Christ Church United Methodist  
December 7, 2025                                                                                                                                           (in - person) 9 am and 11:15 am 

       (live-streamed & in - person) 11:15 am 
 

Order of Worship 
Second  Sunday of Advent  / Communion Sunday  

 
WELCOME                                                                   Rev. Dr. Eric Bryant  

 
 
PRELUDE                                                   How Beautiful are the Feet (from Messiah)                                           G. F. Handel  

Katherine Meisburg, soprano  
Ray Weaver, violin; Matthew Vanover, organ  

 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                          (9:00) Altar Guild  

(11:15) Greeters 
Leader: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the story of Jesus, 

who enacts peace by judging in favor of the poor and deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We long for 
the day when “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will 
feed together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). 

All: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true peace comes  
when we seek the flourishing of all God’s creation.  

Leader: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to bring Light to 
the places the world seeks to hide until that day when all creation lives together in harmony and abundance. 

 
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                           O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                 Hymn 230 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  

 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                                Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                            Hymn 203 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed , 
great David's greater Son ! 
Hail in the time appointed , 
his reign on earth begun ! 

He comes to break oppression , 
to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression , 
and rule in equity . 

 
He comes with succor speed y 

to those who suffer wrong ; 
to help the poor and needy , 
and bid the weak be strong ; 

to give them songs for sighing , 
their darkness turn to light , 

whose souls, condemned and dying , 
are precious in his sight . 



 
He shall come down like shower s 

upon the fruitful earth ; 
love, joy, and hope, like flowers , 

spring in his path to birth . 
Before him, on the mountains , 

shall peace, the herald, go , 
and righteousness, in fountains , 

from hill to valley flow . 
 

To him shall prayer unceasin g 
and daily vows ascend ; 

his kingdom still increasing , 
a kingdom without end . 

The tide of time shall neve r 
his covenant remove ; 

his name shall stand forever ; 
that name to us is love . 

 
 
*INVITATION                                                                                 Rev. Amy Chapman  
Leader:  Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,  
                 who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live  
                 in peace with one another.  
              Therefore let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON                             

People: Merciful God,  
 we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  
 We have failed to be an obedient church.  
 We have not done your will,  
 we have broken your law,  
 we have rebelled against your love,  
 we have not loved our neighbors,  
 and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  
 Forgive us, we pray.  
 Free us for joyful obedience,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Leader: Let us all pray silently and confess our sins to God.  
 (All pray in silence)  
 
 
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Leader: Now hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners.  
 That proves God’s love for us.  
 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   
All:  Glory to God. Amen.  
 
 
OFFERING                                                                            

 
 



OFFERING MUSIC                                                                                       

   ‡   9:00                                                                   What Child                                                            Paul Lohman  
Erin Cornett, Meg Williams and Lindy Ebbs     

                     
  ◊ 11:15                                                                     What Child                                                                         Paul Lohman  

Chancel Choir Sopranos and Altos  

 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                        Hymn 95            
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Him, all creatures here below;  
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  

 
 
*SCRIPTURE                                                               Matthew 3:1-12                            

 
 
SERMON                                                                     Unexpected Peace                                                    Rev. Dr. Eric Bryant  
  
 
*SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                            
               Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP   
      

 

MUSIC DURING CO MMUNION 
                                                                           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                      Daniel Blosser  

Daniel Blosser, piano 
   

                                                                                 O Come, Little Children                                                    arr. Lloyd Larson  
Suzie Kinman, flute 

 
                                                                          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                 arr. Mark Hayes  

Mark Benz, piano  
 

                                                                                       Wait for the Lord                                                                                     Taizé  
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!  
Used by permission One License A 702340  

 



PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING COMMUNION   
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                                             It Came Upon a Midnight Clear                                                               Hymn 218 

It came upon the midnight clear , 
that glorious song of old , 

from angels bending near the eart h 
to touch their harps of gold : 

"Peace on the earth, good will to men , 
from heaven's all -gracious King. "  
The world in solemn stillness lay , 

to hear the angels sing . 
 

Still through the cloven skies they com e 
with peaceful wings unfurled , 

and still their heavenly music float s 
o'er all the weary world ; 

above its sad and lowly plains , 
they bend on hovering wing , 

and ever o'er its Babel sound s 
the blessed angels sing. 

 
And ye, beneath life's crushing load , 

whose forms are bending low , 
who toil along the climbing wa y 

with painful steps and slow , 
look now! for glad and golden hour s 

come swiftly on the wing . 
O rest beside the weary road , 

and hear the angels sing ! 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on , 
by prophet seen of old , 

when with the ever-circling year s 
shall come the time foretol d 

when peace shall over all the eart h 
its ancient splendors fling , 

and the whole world send back the son g 
which now the angels sing . 

 
SENDING FORTH  

 
 

POSTLUDE                                                          Savior of the Nations Come                                                               J.S. Bach  
Matthew Vanover, organ 

 
 
‡  

Daniel Light, piano  
◊ Dr. Daniel Blosser, conductor, Daniel Light, piano  

                                                                                    

 

  



This Morning  

 
The flowers displayed in the Chancel area today have been given in loving memory of our parents, Julia and Bill Yackey 
and Kay and Jack Wetzel and in honor of new granddaughter Caroline Elizabeth Yackey, by Steve and Debbie Yackey 
and family. 

The rose banner honors the birth of:  

The rose banner is hung to honor the birth of Caroline Elizabeth Yackey, born  December 1. She is the daughter of Danny 
and Kirsty Yackey, little sister of Jack and granddaughter of Debbie and Steve Yackey.  

 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the following church members:  

The friends and family of Susan Ford, who died November 25.  
 

 

 

 

 

  



Advent 2025 | Light From Light Eternal  

More information and registration at ccum.net/advent2025 
 

Advent Study  | Sundays in December | 10 - 11 am | Chapel  
Facilitated by Pastor Amy Chapman, this gathering is a study of Amy -Jill Levine’s book, A Child is Born: A Beginner’s 

Guide to Nativity Stories . Whether you’ve read the book or are just curious —  to come, reflect, and walk together 
toward Christmas with renewed insight and hope.  

 

A.W.E. Ministry  - Threads of Light: An Advent Art Project  
As we wait for the coming of Christ, join AWE in creating a shared textile of light and hope. Visit our table in 

Gathering Hall and add your piece before the  11:15 am service through December 21.  
 

Chair Yoga  – Joy to the Seat! | Tuesdays in December | Fellowship Hall  
All are welcome for a Christmas -themed chair yoga series that will offer gentle, seated movement and breath work to 

increase mobility, reduce stress and nourish your body and spirit.  Wear comfortable clothing and join us – no 
experience necessary! 

 

Light From Light Eternal | 2025 Christmas Concert  
Our annual Christmas concerts feature carols, both old and new, presented by the Chancel Choir, Carillon Ringers, 
Jubilate Ringers and orchestra. A freewill  offering will benefit The Nigeria Well Project. Admission is free, and all 

visiting family, friends and guests are welcome!  
Sunday, December 7 | 5 pm 

Wednesday, December 10 | 7:30 pm 
Sunday, December 14 | 9 & *11:15 am 

Tuesday, December 16 | *7:30 pm 
*Concert will be livestreamed at ccum.net/live  

 

Ballard Madrigal Singers Concert  | December 8 | 11:30 am | Chapel 
As part of the Sanctuary series concerts, we will welcome the Ballard High School Madrigal Singers. The concert is 

free, and all are welcome. 
 

Intergenerational Event  | December 17 | 6 pm | Fellowship Hall  
Children of Light (for Kids of ALL Ages!)  

Join us for evening tea and desserts, worship, a live radio mini -play, and crafts, all inspired by the popular classic, The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe , written by C.S. Lewis. Registration is required.  

 

College Brunch  | December 21 | 10 am | Youth Center  
We are excited to welcome our college students home for Christmas Break! Join us for our annual Christmas Brunch, 

hosted this year by Youth Ministry. Come enjoy a hot breakfast served by our students.  
 

Christmas Caroling with Open Chord | December 21  
Our Open Chord music ministry invites you to join the band as they take the show on the road for some old -fashioned 

Christmas caroling. All ages and musical  abilities are welcome— if you can hum then join the fun! Registration is 
requested, so we can coordinate transportation and communication. 

 

Christmas Eve Services | Tuesday, December 24 | 3*, 5*, 8 and 10:45 pm  
3 pm service is designed for families with young children.  

5 pm service will be live-streamed at ccum.net/live. 
8 pm service will be in the Chapel; all others will be in the Sanctuary.  

*Childcare will be available for children ages 3 and under.  

 
Sunday, December 28  | One worship service at 10 am  

Childcare is available for ages 5 and under.  No Sunday School.  
 



Announcements  
 

As is our tradition, the Staff Parish Relations Committee wants to give you the opportunity to show your appreciation 
to the staff  by making a contribution towards a Kroger gift card for each of them, if you so choose. To  express your 
gratitude , you may write a check to CCUM with ‘ Staff Appreciation ’ in the memo line or give online at ccum.net/give 
and choose ‘Staff Appreciation’ from the fund drop-down. Please send your gift by Monday, December 8 . Whatever 
amount you may be able to give, thank you for recognizing our talented and dedicated clergy and staff at Christmas.  
 
Grief Support Group | Tuesdays, through - December 23 | 11 am - 12 pm | Prayer Room 
Experiencing the death of a loved one is something you do not have to walk through alone . Grieving, transitioning 
and coping cry out for added support and encouragement. Such support is essential  to your wellbeing - spiritually, 
mentally and physically. In response to these ongoing needs, we are offering a time of sharing, learning and supporting 
one another with care. If you cannot commit to being there every week, then come when you are able. If you have 
questions email Rev. Karen Lovett at kgklovett49@gmail.com . 
 
External Digital Welcome Sign Listening Session  | Sunday, December 7 
Thank you to all who have completed the initial survey as we explore the  possibility of adding a digital sign to better 
communicate with our community. Please join us today , after the 11:15 service in Fellowship Hall , where we will 
provide additional information, encourage questions and facilitate open dialogue to understand all perspectives.  
 
YOUTH /CHILDREN  

Scout Troop 317 Christmas Tree and Greenery Stand  will open this year on Black Friday, November 28 at 12 pm! 
Come pick out your tree, wreath and garland, all of the highest quality at bargain prices, while supporting a great 
cause. The sale is in the church’s front parking lot - come early for the best selection! This morning is the last call to 
pre -order greenery  - visit the Scout’s table in Gathering Hall!  
 
Registration is now open for the Laudate Winter Retreat ! 
Join us January 30 -31, 2026 for two days of food, fun, fellowship and opportunities to sing for several organizations 
around the Louisville metro area. This event is FREE! Questions? Contact Ben Williams at ben@ccum.net. Register at 
ccum.net/youthmusic. 
 
SERVE  

Christmas Concert Parking Volunteers  
Our Christmas concerts are a highlight of the season, drawing guests from across our community. We’re looking for 
volunteers to help create a warm, joyful experience for our guests while directing parking and traffic for each concert. 
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Mike Porter at mike@ccum.net .  
 
Christmas Concert Greeters  
We are in need of friendly people to help welcome our Christmas Concert guests and help guide them through the 
building for the concerts. Families are especially encouraged to work together! There will be space reserved in the balcony 
for our Greeters so that you may enjoy the concert at well. Please contact Mark Coile at mark@ccum.net. 
 
SENIOR ADULTS  

SAM Program  | Monday, December 8 | 11:30 am | Chapel 
With an excellent caliber of singers from the choirs at Ballard High School,  the Madrigals  will offer a Renaissance 
selection of Christmas music. Join us for this incredible opportunity and to support our local high school students. Lunch 
registration is closed, but the program is free  and all are invited !  
 
MEN 

Men’s Breakfast | Saturday, December 13 | 8 am | Fellowship Hall  
Men of all ages are invited monthly for breakfast, fellowship and guest speakers. For December, we will welcome Liz 
Curtis Higgs , whose topic is Advent . Bring a friend and come enjoy a meaningful morning together!  
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