
GATHERING MUSIC                                             From the Stars                                                 Andrew Chapman
	    

GREETING					                                                                                                      Rev. Amy Chapman
	    

CENTERING SCRIPTURE                                                  Romans 5:1-5                                                             

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                    Wait for the Lord                                                                           Taizé 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
Used by permission One License A 702340

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                  
Leader: Even though we don’t always feel it, God is with us. 
People: The darkness and doubt of the world can threaten to consume us. 
Leader: Yet God is with us. 
People: All around us, there is fear and hopelessness.     
Leader: God brings to us hope and peace. We place our trust in God’s abundant love. 
People: Help me, Jesus, to freely and without fear open my heart to God’s healing words of hope. Amen.   

Adapted from Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters 
      

*HYMN                                                                  Savior of  the Nations, Come                                                        
Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, here make thy home!

Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood; by the Spirit of out God
was the Word of God made flesh, woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Wonderous birth! O wonderous Child of the Spirit Virgin undefiled! 
Human and divine in one, eager now his race to run!

God the Father is his source, back to God he runs his course;
down to death and hell descends, God’s high throne he reascends.

Now thy manger’s halo bright hallows night with newborn light; 
let no night this light subdue, let our faith shine ever new.  

	    

SCRIPTURE READING                                                Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21                                                    Rev. Karen Lovett	
					                  

LITANY FOR HOPE                                      
Leader: We pray for those who grieve the loss of loved ones, jobs, stability, certainty, or hope; who long for the day

when the pain does not overwhelm and the sorrow comes in trickles instead of torrents. 
People: We wait in our grief, and in our grief, God waits with us. 
Leader: We pray for those who suffer under corporations, politicians, laws, and systems; who long for the day when

their work is fairly compensated, their rest is protected, and their dignity is secure. 
People: We wait in our suffering, and in our suffering, God waits with us.    
Leader: We pray for those who live surrounded by violence; who long for the day when their home, neighborhood,

city, or nation is no longer a place of fear and division, but, instead, a place of flourishing and care.  
People: We wait in our distress, and in our distress, God waits with us.  
Leader: We pray for those overwhelmed with worry and dread; who long for the day when peace will reign in our

bodies, our families, our community, and our world. 
People: We wait in our worry, and in our distress, God waits with us. 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                    Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                                                 Mark Miller
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SCRIPTURE READING                                                     Luke 20:27-38                                                              

HOMILY                                                                           			           				       Rev. Amy Chapman

ANTHEM                                                                        Simple Gifts                                                American Shaker Hymn

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON 

	
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                      

Leader: Hear the good news of the psalmist’s proclamation:   
People: If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me will be night,”  
Leader: even the darkness is not dark to God, and the night is as bright as the day.  
People: The God who promised never to leave us or forsake us HAS come to us in Jesus Christ   
Leader: who binds up the brokenhearted,  
People: heals all our infirmities,  
Leader: and relieves our burden of sin. 
People: So arise, shine; for your light has come, 
Leader: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
People: Thanks be to God! 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

MUSIC DURING HOLY COMMUNION                             Peace                                                                         Rich Mullins

                                                                                          Joy to the World                                                                  G.F. Handel                	
	        

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    
               
                            	    

*HYMN                                                        Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                                                                 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits;

the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here!

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.

Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide;
let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal.

Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won;
eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name!

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                                                                      Go Now in Peace                                                 adapt. Natalie Sleeth

*indicates standing as you are able

Special thanks to the musicians in this evenings service: 
Sarah Grace Benz, Andrew Chapman, Eli Denley, Eva Rouse, Carol Wellman and Ben Williams


