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Psalm 96 Sing fo the LORD a new song. ... (v.1 NAS)

Years ago, I had the privilege of chronicling faith stories for a church
blog. I interviewed random members who had agreed to have their stories
published. The discovery was surprising,

My early upbringing as a Christian included a time in our gatherings for
lay members to share testimonies, insights, and life lessons. So, I have always been
eager to probe what for many churches is that secret garden: the congregation!
What I found behind this compelling gate was what appeared a quiet vineyard
bursting at the seams with yield.

A young woman leaving a home, yet unsold, in faith, in a cross country
move. A single man leaving a prestigious job only to find an even greater reward
through a blind leap of faith. A couple battling postpartum depression and work
stress, by a joint-call to midday prayer, finding their lives suddenly altered.

1 would venture to say most churches are full of unassuming people
quietly living out zew songs of faith in their day to day lives. Who are you sitting
next tor

Genesis 44:1-17; Psalm 93; Romans 8:1-10; John 5:25-29

Birthdays: Sherrie Hill, Nelle James

Monday, March 9

1 Corinthians 7:25-31 ...those who marry will face difficult circumstances, and I'm trying to
spare you such problems. (v28 NET)

I recall watching a situation-comedy years ago in which a wife appeared
very concerned. I believe it was Archie Bunker who asked Edith what’s wrong,
“It’s the gays,” she said with worry. “Now they want to get married.” “Ah jeez,”
Archie replied. “Haven’t the gays suffered enough already?”

I roared in laughter. Ironically, it’s a similar point the apostle Paul is
alluding to in today’s reading which implies, be careful what you ask for.

While Paul’s addressing straight Corinthians wondering whether to marry
one could argue that today gay people may weigh the very same question. One
can never hear Paul’s kinds of warnings while deliriously in love. The fog has to
clear first. Only then can one listen to reason. A dear friend once told me, “When
falling in love be more careful than in anything else you do.” That’s the challenge.
I don’t know when falling in love is ever very carefull Exrgo, Paul’s wish to spare.

Genesis 44:18-34; Psalm 80; Mark 5:21-43

Birthdays: Julia Allport, Michael Murphy

uesday, March 10

Mark 6:1-13 %A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and among bis
relatives....” (v.4)

Scholars tell us Hindu sage Narada Muni was the first to coin the phrase
“familiarity breeds contempt.” Chaucer later used it in his Talk of Melibee. For
prophets, it’s a special irony just as Jesus alludes to it in today’s reading.

It got me wondering about the origins of my own contempt. I think for
me it is when my imaginary suspicions are stirred by ignorance and insecurities,
leaving me vulnerable to error and bad assumptions.

When I took to Cognitive Behavioral Therapy to deal with anxieties, 1
learned the resolve was redirecting zrrational fears to simple logic and reason. My

own suspicious, ignorant feeling of contempt must find similar corrections if I
am to escape them as well.

Recently I felt jealous contempt toward a friend. About the same time, I
heard a Rabbi say, the essence of love is giving. When I realized my jealousy was
based on ignorance and suspicion I thought of the Rabbi and, yes, how much
better it would be to replace my contempt, with giving, What can I give my friend
instead?

Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 78:1-39; 1 Corinthians 7:32-40

Birthdays: William Baptist, Terry Seymour, Liz Stewart
Anniversaries: Jim & Mary Van Kleunen

ednesday, March 11

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Knowledge makes arrogance, but love edifies. (v.1b NAS)

Using Strongs Concordance to measure this reading, “knowledge inflates
with self-conceit whereas love builds and encourages.” Some argue this reflects
the contrasts of early Greco-Roman cultural values of pride and honor versus the
new Christian emphasis of humility and service. Paul further threads an even
finer line, telling me if my spiritual knowledge allows me to eat temple food,
celebrate secular holidays, or drink pagan wine—with a free conscience—but that
freedom somehow offends my brother that I do well to re-consider and, perhaps,
abstain. I may be “free” but my “freedom” may cause a loved one offense. Paul’s
advice: be careful with liberty, consider others.

If I am reading this correctly, I am okay with this version of loving my
neighbor. Spiritual knowledge is something I explore and relish and celebrate. But
it too can make me inflated, give me that exaggerated sense of self-importance. It
feels right that if 1 must weigh spiritual protocol over love that the latter should
always prevail.

Genesis 45:16-28; Psalm 119:97-120; Mark 6:13-29

Birthdays: Rob Boswell, Thomas Burke, Danielle Clayton, John Kern, Christine Miller,
Kristin Pilgrim, Alan Rhine, Rhoda Spang, Ann Storey

hursday, March 12

1 Corinthians 9:1-15 ...those who proclaim the gospel...receive their living by the gospel. But 1
have not used any of these rights. (vv.14-15 NET)

Paul goes at great length to point out to Corinthians that while he would
be fully justified to receive compensation for his ministry, he purposely forfeits it.
His motive? So as not to be a hindrance to the gospel.

I recall both my Muslim mother and my Episcopalian grandmother were
equally repelled by the idea of religious coffers. To them money and religion were
an odious mix. They would be quite thumbs-up with today’s reading,

Perhaps it is why I was also taken by my early church elders. My first
exposure to Christianity was in private home gatherings in the late 60s in the Bay
Area. Our host was a dear widow who gave of her home generously. Our three
elders, disciples of Watchman Nee, all worked day jobs. We gathered three nights
a week for years. Neither the host nor the elders ever asked for money. Ever.

Maternal influences certainly impacted my life. But my early elders
choosing to abstain from compensation also added to the credibility of the
gospel of Christ to me. Cheers to them!

Genesis 46:1-7, 28-34; Psalms 42, 43; Mark 6:30-46

Birthdays: Kathy Joseph

[Friday, March 13

Genesis 47:1-26 “Since 1 have bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, here is seed for
you. Cultivate the land.” (v.23)

What I like about today’s reading is that Joseph is a great problem solver.
In addressing a relentless famine, he proves to be both clever and compassionate
—and, repeatedly. As the famine morphs, Joseph navigates each surprise
proactively.

I had a boss when I was young who amazed me. He was head of a
college Physical Plant with over a hundred employees. He had seven children and
was Pastor of his church. How on earth did he get through the week, I
wondered. Not only did he but he did so seamlessly with grace, kindness, drive,
and humor. He taught me how to keep a tight ship with the scheduling of my
staff but also to be compassionate. It was the first time in my life I learned what
self-esteem felt like thanks to his compliments that were both generous and
sincere.

As a result, I began to recognize so many people weighed down with
criticisms and starved of compliments. Like Joseph, my boss taught me that
maybe I too could help change that for others.

Psalm 88; 1 Corinthians 9:16-27; Mark 6:47-56

Birthdays: John David Bell, Jimmy Bolen, Miles Brown, Hunter Caron,
Joel Clement, Beryl Colbourn, A.J. DeLorenzi, Peter Gardner, Griffin Gardner,
Dante Jernigan, Mandy Miller, Ralph Rogers

Saturday, March 14

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 .../e# the one who thinks he is standing be careful. ... (v.12)

In addressing the evils of arrogance, Rabbi Dovid Rosenfeld of
Torah.org wrote, “The one who values himself above all else lives in the center
of his own universe.” A description so like solipsism—that ultimate worship of
self. Paul seems to sound the alarm when the human mind takes that solipsism
and justifies it. In contrast, humility and self-effacement are of supreme value to
rabbinic teaching as both Rabbis would argue.

But Rosenfeld goes onto say that while there is no room for arrogance
neither is there for openly carrying yourself about like a born loser, suggesting
there can be an extreme in either direction with pride and confidence.

I have an old friend who sometimes pummels himself so far into the
ground as though there seems nothing left. Frankly, sometimes I do the same. It
is interesting that one thing solipsism and self-annihilation have in common is
that neither bear fruit. Jesus said lose life, find life—clearly implying promise as
an end. If I find no promise I should expect, one way or another, somethings up.

Genesis 47:27—48:7; Psalms 87, 90; Mark 7:1-23

Birthdays: Luk Burkhardt, Wayne Crosby, Linton Drake, Steve Mach
by William Bacon
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