What Does The Bible Says About . . .
Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage
Matthew 19:1-9
1 Corinthians 7:1-16

 A quick review:

1. Old Testament allowance – divorce permitted to protect women and because of hard hearts.

2. New Testament culture – divorce takes place for almost any reason whatsoever.

3. What did Jesus say – go back to the beginning.

Marriage is exclusive – it is meant for a male and female only.

Marriage is wonderfully disruptive – one set of relationships is 
replaced by a whole new relationship.

Marriage is permanent – you cannot walk away from it because you must work through it.

Marriage is sexual – because God is not a cosmic killjoy.

“And in the house the disciples asked Him again about this matter.”
	Mark 10:10


Divorce is permissible . . . 

1. If the physical act of adultery has taken place – Matthew 19:9

“immorality” comes from the Greek word “porneia” from which we get our modern pornography

“porne” means “prostitute”

“porneia” when applied to illicit sexual activity among unmarried couples is called “fornication”

“porneia” when applied to illicit sexual activity among married couples is called “adultery”

	Why would adultery be a reason for divorce?
Because sex in marriage is sacred.


Jesus permitted divorce on these grounds - He did not command it.
Divorce is a personal decision not a divine mandate.

“If anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.”
	Galatians 6:1

Healthy sexual relations in marriage are intended as a dam against the flood of adultery.

2. If an unbelieving spouse abandons the marriage – 1 Corinthians 7:10-15

What happened if you are your spouse married as unbelievers –

But over the process of time – one of you becomes a follower of Christ – 
while the other one remains a believer?

Is the change in your spiritual status grounds for divorce?

Can I divorce the unbelieving spouse?

“The faith of the believing spouse brings the gospel and a godly life into the marriage – the elements the Lord uses to woo the unbeliever into a loving relationship with Christ.”

What about spousal abuse (verbal or physical) though?

What if one of the spouses is involved in an illegal activity that is putting the family at risk?

Points to ponder . . .

1. Divorce should be as radical as amputating an arm or a leg.

2. If there are biblical grounds for divorce – there are biblical grounds for remarriage.

3. If you divorced unbiblically – repent and experience God’s grace. 

4. If you are in a difficult marriage . . .

· Reject the idea that marriage is meant to fulfill your greatest need.

· Stay in the marriage out of obedience to Jesus.

· Stay in your marriage for the sake of your kids.

· Stay in your marriage for the sake of the gospel.
5. If I’m divorced, should I get remarried? 

· When a divorce is legitimate, remarriage is an option. 

· Have I given God time to restore my previous marriage?

· Have I given God time to heal me?

