Christmas Through The Eyes Of . . . Luke
Luke 2:1-20


In the gospel of Luke . . .

· The Christmas story is laid out in careful detail.

· There are a cast of characters that are not found in the other gospels.

· A full 35% of Luke’s gospel is found in no other source. 

· Our attention is drawn to Jesus’ ministry to the lost and the least – the left out – and the overlooked.

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.” 
	Luke 4:18

· We continually hear God’s heart beating for the salvation of the world.

“all flesh shall see the salvation of God” 
	Luke 3:6

“repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” 
	Luke 24:47

·  We see Jesus, the Redeemer.

· We hear the words of Jesus, the friend of sinners. 


Luke . . . 

· Wrote more of the New Testament than anyone else.

· A reputable historian known for meticulous and even painstaking research. 

· A physician who was thoughtful and persuasive in his presentation.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Luke’s purpose was to present Jesus in all His fullness, focusing on verifiable facts so his readers could know that his account was absolutely accurate and remarkably reliable.”

“good tidings” (NKJV)

“good news” (NIV, ESV, NASB)

“great joy” means “mega – exceedingly large, loud, and mighty.”

Savior 
“the one who saves.”

Christ   
“the anointed one – the one chosen one to save us.”

Lord  
 “Master or Owner.”

It speaks of His total possession and my absolute submission.

The good news is that there is a Savior who is the substitute for my sin.


From the text . . .

1. The Good News comes to those who are not good – Luke 2:8

“Now Abel was a keeper of the sheep . . .”
	Genesis 4:2

“No help is to be given to heathen or shepherds.” 
	From The Talmud

“Shepherds were distrusted in Jesus’ day, as being a wild bunch.”
	Bible Almanac 

“This rural nomadic folk were a despised class in the 1st century.” 
	James Montgomery Boice

“Every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.”

The first hearers of Jesus’s being born -
the first believers of Jesus’s being born -
the first preachers of Jesus’s being born - 
Were the shepherds.

2. The Good News compels us to confront the bad news - 2:9
3. The Good News is Jesus who is both fully God and fully man– 2:10-14

“The person of deity wrapped in the package of humanity”

“Christ is God Most High and God Most Nigh”
	Mark Batterson

4. The Good News moves us to move – 2:15-20

· They came and saw.

“haste” is “come on, hurry up, let’s go!”

“The Lamb of God would first be held and handled and touched by those who knew how to appreciate and care for a lamb.  And yet, more than anybody else, these shepherds knew the ultimate fate of each lamb for which they cared…this is God declaring to His people that Jesus, both the Good Shepherd and the Lamb of God, was coming to make true peace between God and man.”

· They left and shared.  

 “We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
	Acts 4:20

After meeting Jesus – you can return to the same place – but you will not be the same person.

If the Christmas story is not part of your story – you need to make it your story today.

“If Jesus were born one thousand times in Bethlehem and not in me, then I would still be lost.”
	Corrie Ten Boom
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 “We have actually flown 120 feet. Will be home for Christmas.”
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