One Bad Apple In The Bunch
(Taking Sin Seriously In The Church)
1 Corinthians 5
Part 1

From the text . . . 

1. The problem revealed – 5:1-2

· Sexual sin is a serious issue.

· A man in the church is shacked up with his father’s wife.

“his father’s wife” means it’s either his mom or his stepmom

“is sleeping with” is written in the present continual tense, which means this is an ongoing thing – not a one-time affair

· Even unbelievers don’t act this bad.

· The church knew about it but was doing nothing about it.

· We should be broken over the blatant sin of others.

“mourn” means like “funeral mourning” - like weeping over someone who’s died

2. The solution provided – 4:2-5

· This man should be asked to leave the church (or repent and be restored).

Jesus receives you with all of your problems – but you must be willing to repent in order to be released from those problems.

Church discipline is a loving and necessary biblical process of confrontation and correction that is carried out by individual Christians, leaders of the church, 
and sometimes the whole church community.

It takes place when a member of the body is in public, continuous, unrepentant and serious sin.

The goal is always the reclaiming and restoring of the brother or sister to fellowship with Christians and His Church. (Dr. Danny Akin)

· The New Testament has a great deal to say about church discipline.
Matthew 18:15-20, Romans 16:17-18, 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, 13:1-3, Galatians 6:1-2, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12, and Titus 3:9-15

“When discipline leaves a church, Christ goes with it.”
	John Dagg

“The church that neglects to confront and correct its members lovingly is not being kind, forgiving, or gracious. Such a church is really hindering the Lord’s work and the advance of the gospel. The church without discipline is a church without purity (Eph. 5:25-27) and power.

By neglecting church discipline, a church endangers not only its spiritual effectiveness but also its very existence. 

God snuffed out the candle of the church at Thyatira because of moral compromise (Rev. 2:20-24). Churches today are in danger of following this first-century precedent.” 
	Carl Laney

“The tolerance of habitual, unrepentant and public sin in the church robs the gospel of its beauty and the church of its witness. 

Perhaps, for a season, the church’s open-mindedness will be celebrated. In time, however, it will be lampooned and scorned. Eventually, the church will be ignored all together. 

A church that looks and acts like the world is of the world. There is no difference. Why would anybody take notice? Why would anyone care?”

“The church is called not only to a ministry of reconciliation, but a ministry of nurture to those within her gates. Part of that nurture includes church discipline.” 
	R.C. Sproul

· Correction is essential to spiritual healthy, growth, and maturity in the Body of Christ. 

“The purpose of church discipline is the spiritual restoration of fallen members and the consequent strengthening of the church and glorifying of the Lord. 

When a sinning believer is rebuked and he turns from his sin and is forgiven, he is won back to fellowship with the body and with its head, Jesus Christ. 

The goal of church discipline, then, is not to throw people out of the church or to feed the self-righteous pride of those who administer the discipline. It is not to embarrass people or to exercise authority and power in some unbiblical manner. 

The purpose is to restore a sinning believer to holiness and bring him back into a pure relationship within the assembly,” 
	John MacArthur

· Paul has already passed judgment on this man.

· When you come together for a service, cast this man out of the church.

· Deliver him over to Satan (that is, put him back in the world where Satan reigns).

· Either he will come to his senses and repent or . . .

· He will be judged with a premature death because of his immorality.

· Dealing harshly with this man is the only hope that he will eventually be saved on the Day of the Lord.

“you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.”  

· The church provides an umbrella of protection from the curse and judgment of sin. 

· Inside of the house, under the blood, with Jesus, you’re safe. 

· Outside the house, you’re exposed to death.

· This kind of thing only happens after every other attempt at reconciliation has been tried. 

Concerning serious sin among fellow believers . . . 

1. Overlooking serious sin is not loving but dangerous.

2. Confronting serious sin is not optional but essential.

3. Dealing with serious sin must not be retributive but restorative.

4. Correcting serious sin is not external but internal.

5. Sin is not selective – we must guard our own lives even when we have the responsibility to confront others.

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Sin can be forgiven – our Savior is Jesus and there is no sin that He cannot forgive.
