


A Father Who Is Not To Be Taken Lightly
Matthew 6:9

Big Picture:

1. All prayer should begin with God and not us.

2. Intimacy with God does not lessen our reverence for God.


What does the word “hallowed” mean?

Before you pray about what you want, you are to pray about what God wants.

“hallowed” means “holy” or “sacred” or “set apart”





to “hallow” something is to treat it as sacred and holy and worthy of the highest admiration,
 adoration and respect

“Lord, may your name be treated with respect and honor because your name is sacred and holy.” 


What does God’s name represent?

 “How majestic is your name, O Lord.”  
Psalm 8:1

“Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will trust in the name of the Lord our God.” 
Psalm 20:7

“He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 
Psalm 23:3

“For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity, for it is great.”
 Psalm 25:11

to “hallow” God’s name means to take it seriously because of who He is.

Understanding the greatness of God’s name gives us courage in the moment of crisis.
 
“You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” 
I Samuel 17:45 


How should praying this prayer affect my own life?

We hallow God’s name by how we live.

“O God, help me to live in such a way that your name is made great in my life. 
May your reputation be increased in the world by the way I live my life.”

“If Christians took the name of God more seriously, 
the people who don’t care about God would take us more seriously.”
	

What is the opposite of hallowing God’s name?

Taking the Lord’s name in vain.


Final points to ponder . . .

1. God’s name and God Himself is not to be taken lightly!

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” 
Exodus 20:7  

“in vain” means “light, frivolously, loosely or casually”

2. Because we cannot take the name of God lightly we cannot take Christianity lightly.

“God keeps getting shoved into the category of casual Christianity – the category of spare time, something to think about after we have taken care of the important things, if I have time and energy left over . . .  I’m casually yours God.”
	Authur Sueltz in New Directions From the Ten Commandments

“Are we really going to follow Jesus? But, are we going to follow Jesus with all our lives, no matter where he leads us to go, how countercultural the task is, or what the cost may be for us, our families, and our churches? Are we going to choose casual and comfort over the seriousness and urgency of the cross?
	David Platt in Counter Culture

3. God’s name represents His character and His character is the cause for my trust in Him.

“And those who know Your name will put their trust in You. For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.”
	Psalm 9:10

“Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely upon his God.”
	Isaiah 50:10

4. How we use God’s name reveals how much we respect and love His name.

Ways we unhallow the name of God . . .
· When we use it as a swear word or point of exclamation.
· When we fail to correct others when they misuse God’s name.
· When we use God’s name to advance our own agenda.
· When we use God to endorse our political views.
· When we fail to honor God’s name in our blessings.
· When we are careless in our worship.

“These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.  And in vain they worship Me . . .”
Matthew 15:7-9

5. What you do with God’s name will determine what God will do with you on the day of judgment.

“Jesus Christ is God’s greatest name.”
	John MacArthur
“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, that every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Philippians 2:9-11 




