The Great American Pastime
(And it’s not baseball!)
Philippians 2:14-15

“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.”	
Philippians 2:14-15

“Do everything without complaining and arguing, so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people.”

“Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation. Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky.”

“Do all you have to do without grumbling or arguing, so that you may be God’s children, blameless, sincere and wholesome, living in a warped and diseased world, and shining there like lights in a dark place.”

Grumbling is the hum of the fallen human heart, 
and often a hallmark of Christians’ indwelling sin.

In the sight of God – grumbling is serious.

“These things happened as a warning to us, so that we would not crave evil things as they did, or worship idols as some of them did. As the Scriptures say, ‘The people celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry.’  And we must not engage in sexual immorality as some of them did, causing 23,000 of them to die in one day. Nor should we put Christ to the test, as some of them did and then died from snakebites. And don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death. These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live at the end of the age.”
	1 Corinthians 10:6-10

“And don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death.”

Non-grumblers are a unique people in this world.

“grumble” means to complain, find fault, moan and murmur
It's an inward expression of grouching.
It is private complaining we do under our breath.
It is secret displeasure about something.

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”  
1 Peter 4:9

 “Guests are like fish.  After they are around the house three days, they begin to stink.”  
	Benjamin Franklin

 “disputing” means arguing and contending
It happens when we are with others.
It describes an outward expression.
It is vocal abuse.
It is endless debating.
It is the product of a contentious spirit that feels the need 
to be continually negative questioning what goes on in life – in church – in family.

In the original language, Paul placed the word "all" in the first position in the sentence.

The word "do" is put in the form of a present, continuous, habitual action.

This is a command that is to be our constant, habitual practice in all situations as Christians.

God says stop it.


Why does Paul give this command not to grumble, complain, argue and murmur?

1. Because it is so natural for us to grumble.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“The heart drifts toward grumbling as if by gravitational pull—after all, grumbling seems a reasonable response to a sequence of disappointing events. 

Generally, you don't have to extend an invitation for grumbling to show up. It arrives as an uninvited guest. 

You return home from yet another frustrating day to discover that grumbling has moved into your guest room, unpacked its luggage, started a load of laundry, and is rooting through your fridge. 

Even as you seek to dislodge grumbling - as you move its bags to the curb and change the locks—it crawls back through the guest room window. 

Grumbling resists eviction.

Before we know it, grumbling feels right because it is familiar. With every struggle, we become the Israelites murmuring in the desert. We miss the faith lessons. God desires to prepare us and build things into us, but we are hunkered down in our pattern of response.”
We develop a negative perspective on life.

We poison the people around us.

2. Because we are an ungrateful people.

3. Because we are endlessly discontented.

Grumbling reveals a dissatisfaction for what we don’t have 
instead of contentment for what we do have.

 “You say, ‘If had a little more, I should be very satisfied.’  You make a mistake.  If you are not content with what you have, you would not be satisfied if it were doubled.”
	Charles Spurgeon

“that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,”
	Philippians 2:15


When we stop grumbling we are . . . 

1. Living in a way that is consistent with our faith.

"blameless" means to be "without defect"
"harmless" might be better translated "unmixed"

“Together, the two words suggest the act of living in a way that's consistent with our profession of faith — a profession with which no fault could be found, or toward which no accusation could be made that it was mingled with unfaithfulness and sin.”

2. Living out the high calling of God as His children.

"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.”
John 1:12 

"Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called the children of God." 
1 John 3:1 

3. We are shining lights to those who are living in darkness.
"in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world . . ."

 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven." 
Matthew 5:14-15


At the end of the day . . . 

1. Grumbling is forgetfulness.

2. Grumbling is an expression of dissatisfaction with what is currently taking place in our lives.

3. Grumbling is a heart condition.

4. Grumbling is discontentment made audible. 

“Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.”
	Luke 6:45

5. Grumbling is a lack of self-control, choosing not to constrain our words.

6. Grumbling is more than the voice of discontentment – it is also the voice of unbelief.

7. Grumbling is saying God got it wrong.

8. Grumbling is casting blame on God.

9. The antidote to grumbling is gratitude.
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(Have these two pictures beside each other.)
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