
Christmas Through The Eyes of Isaiah
Isaiah 9:6

4 distinct ways in which cultures have approached connecting or knowing God or even being able to listen to God . . .

View 1: There is no way to connect with God because there is no God.

· Atheism (there is no God, so of course no reason to listen.) 

· Agnosticism (not sure if there’s a God and there’s no way we can know.) 

· Deism (there probably is a God out there somewhere but He never gets involved with what is going on the earth—no purpose in looking for Him.)

View 2: God is in everything so we can all access Him equally. 

· Pantheism (God and the world are identical.) 

· Panentheism (God is present in every part of the universe.) 

View 3: There are multiple deities and spirits at work on the world 

· Polytheism (many gods - Romans and Greeks or Hinduism) 

· Spiritism (lot of spirits in the word we can tap into - the occult, horoscopes, superstitions) 

View 4: God is absolutely knowable through His inspired Word – the Bible.

· God specifically appointed individuals who wrote and spoke truth about God as inspired by God. 

· God makes Himself known in well-defined terms and descriptions.

One of the important reasons we believe that God has spoken
is because of the incredible specificity and accurate prophecies given about Jesus.

The fulfillment of the prophecies given concerning Jesus are one of the most convincing way the Bible authenticates itself.


Did you know . . .

· There are 322 direct prophecies given in the Old Testament about Jesus. 

· These prophecies describe for us the character and nature of the coming Messiah, as well as giving us specific details about His birth, His life and His death. 


Specific prophecies concerning Jesus fulfilled . . .

· That He would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14) and that happened.

· That He would be born 173,880 days from the decree of Artaxerxes to rebuild Jerusalem (Daniel 9:25) and that happened. 

· That He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and that happened.

· That He would be called a Nazarene (Micah 5:2, Hosea 11:1, and Jeremiah 31:15) and that happened.

· That He would be crucified by having His hands and feet pierced (Psalm 22:16) with criminals (Isaiah 53:12) and that happened.

· That the executioners who killed Him would gamble for His clothes (Psalm 22:18) and that happened.

· That He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver and that that silver would be used to purchase a potter’s field (Zechariah 11:13) and that happened. 

· That He would be buried with the rich (Isaiah 53:9) and rise again (Psalm 16:10) and that happened. 

· That He would fulfill God's covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:3) and that happened.

· That He would fulfill God's covenant with Isaac (Genesis 17:19) and that happened.

· That He would fulfill God's covenant with Jacob (Genesis 28:14) and that happened.  

The Old Testament contains at least 332 prophecies about Christ . . .

· 109 of them were fulfilled in Jesus' first coming. 

· The remaining 213 prophecies are expected to be fulfilled in Jesus' second coming

What are the odds of one man fulfilling all 322 prophecies over 1000’s of years?

Statistically speaking the odds that all 322 would come together in 1 man 
would be 10 to the 157 power.

It represents a value of 10 multiplied by itself 157 times.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Or write the number 1 and follow it with 157 zeroes.

1 in 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.

“And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
	Isaiah 9:6

“Getting to know Christ by His names is more than simply learning a new word or discovering a new title that He goes by.  Learning to know Christ as described by His names opens up the door to knowing His character more fully and experiencing His power more directly.”

“His name shall be called . . .”

Knowing Jesus . . .

1. Brings wisdom to your questions.

“wonderful counselor” literally “a wonder of a counselor”

Wonderful mean awesome, awe-inspiring, glorious, exceptional and distinguished.

Counselor means an authoritative guide to help us with our problems.

“the wisdom of God.” 
	1 Corinthians 1:24

“He knows all about you, He knows all the needs of your heart and He knows how to answer those needs.  He knows what's best for you and He knows how to solve your problems. He gives you wise counsel.  He's not like Satan.  He never lies and always gives you straight stuff. He knows what you need. Jesus Christ is a Wonder of a Counselor.”
	John MacArthur 

2. Brings power to your weakness.

“mighty God” literally “hero-God,” “warrior-God”


The Gospel of Mark opens like a WWF match:

Round 1: Jesus vs. disease; winner, Jesus!

Round 2: Jesus vs. demons; winner, Jesus!

Round 3: Jesus vs. the weather (disaster): winner Jesus!

Round 4: Jesus vs. death! Winner Jesus!

Disease – Demons – Disaster - Death

There will be no enemy, no trial, no problem, no difficulty, no hardship, no circumstance in life that is bigger than our mighty God.

“Is anything too hard for the Lord?”
	Genesis 18:14

“With God nothing is impossible.”
	Luke 1:37


The greatest danger you face in your walk with God 
is that you will seek to replace God with something else.

The greatest threat to your walk with God 
is not rejecting God but supplementing God.




