To go where God wants you to be – you must be willing to leave where you presently are.

To get to the right place – you have to leave the wrong place.

Homeward Bound
Ruth 1:19 – 2:1

Review . . .

· Famine in Bethlehem (God’s discipline)

· Family that leaves Bethlehem to go to Moab

“Moab is my washbasin . . .”  
	Psalm 60:8

· Fast forward ten years

· Faithful God shows Himself gracious 

We are often tempted to prioritize economic provision, 
or our children’s and grandchildren’s gratification, 
or our self-centered passions or infatuations
over spiritual protection that is found in the community of faith.

More of this or that but less of God.

We have to be careful not to prioritize anything that takes us away from the presence of God that exists uniquely among the people of God.

From the text . . . 

1. Arrival . . . 1:19

“stirred” means “excited, to throw into disorder, to confuse”

Naomi is well-known.

Naomi is worn-out.

2. Theology – 1:20-21

“Naomi” means “pleasant” or “sweet”
	
“Mara” means “bitter”

· It is ok to not to be ok.

· It is ok to recognize that God is in involved in your affliction.

 “Full I went, but empty brought me back Yahweh.”

 “Lord I believe; help my unbelief.”
	Mark 9:24

· God does afflict us.

“But He knows the way I take, when He has tested me . . .”
Job 23:10 

· God does not afflict us to hurt us (in the sense of destroying us) – He afflicts us to help us.

 “She does indeed ascribe sovereignty to God, but this is a sovereignty without grace, an omnipotent power without compassion, a judicial without mercy.”
	Dr. Daniel Block

“There are those who have tasted and seen that Lord Jesus is a sweet, life giving spring of eternal joy for their souls, but the taste, even though it indicates that there is true spiritual life, it is overwhelmed by the floods of darkness that threaten to bury it.”
	John Piper

“He arose and ran for his life . . . and he prayed that he might die, and said, ‘It is enough! Now Lord, take my life . . .”
	1 Kings 19:3,4

Sometimes we are so overwhelmed by doubts 
that we are underwhelmed by truth.

“When He has tested me – I shall come forth as gold.”
	Job 23:10

“Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I keep Your word.”
 		Psalm 119:67

“It is good for me that was afflicted, that I may learn your statutes”
Psalm 119:71

God’s affliction happens only within the parameters 
of His love and faithfulness.

“I know Lord that your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.”
Psalm 119:75

As a believer, God is never against you but He is against you staying the way you are without any spiritual growth or development.

[bookmark: _GoBack]God will afflict you to change you.

“Almighty God” – “El Shaddai” – “the overpowerer” – emphasizes God’s power to achieve all His purposes

El Shaddai can take that which no man can do and do it.

El Shaddai is the one who is at His best when we are at our worst.

3. Hope! – 1:22


Lessons learned . . .

1. Because God wants you to grow – you must be willing to go.

To go where God wants you to be – you must be willing to turn your back or leave where you presently are.

To get to the right place – you have to leave the wrong place.

2. Because God is always at work, even hopelessness and bitterness cannot hinder the doorway to fresh starts and new opportunities.

3. Because God is always at work, even the ordinary is often the stage for God to do some His best work.

