By Faith
Hebrews 11:4
Genesis 4:1-4
Proverbs 3:5-10

A Quick Review . . .

· Hebrews 11:4: Abel was commended for his faith because of the type of offering he made.

· Genesis 4:1-7:  Abel’s offering was from his firstborn – it was the best of the best.

· Old Testament:  Speaks of firstfruits and firstborn which is the first portion of everything.

“Bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.” 
Deuteronomy 12:6

“You are to give . . . the firstfruits of your grain, new wine and oil, and the first wool from the shearing of your sheep.” 
Deuteronomy 18:4

· Proverbs 3:9-10:  We are to honor the Lord with our firstfruits.

The “firstfruits” . . . 
were the first fruits to grow of the harvest.
represented the ripest fruit or the fattest of the flock.
not merely the first – it was the best.
what could be sold at the highest price and bring the greatest return.


How much is this “firstfruits” in today’s economy?

How much should Christians give to their local church from their income that they receive?

Every Christian should be moving toward the tithe and beyond.

Tithing - giving 10% of your gross income to the local church.

 Grace giving - there is no specific amount – you give as the Lord leads – but you do give in a systematic and proportional way.

“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was a high priest of God Most High.  And he blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’  And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”
	Genesis 14:18-20

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done (tithing) without neglecting the others.”
	Matthew 23:23
Give/tithe with consistent gratitude.
Give/tithe with consistent sacrifice.

"Our people 45 years old and younger have grown up mesmerized by materialism. There's tremendous pressure on families to spend, spend, and spend."

"I've heard that the generation that believed in the tradition of tithing is in three places: retirement homes, nursing homes, or cemeteries."
	James Williams in Christianity Today


When you give/tithe remember . . . 

1. We give because He first gave to us.

2. God wants our hearts before He wants our money.

“We want you to know brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  For they gave according to their means, and beyond their means . . .”
	2 Corinthians 8:1-3

“they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.”
	2 Corinthians 8:5 

What God wants first and foremost is us – not our money.

3. Giving is act of worship.

“honor” – it means to glorify God.
To glorify God means to acknowledge His greatness.


Proverbs 10:9-10 is perhaps the most important statement about 
the divine purpose of material wealth given in the Scriptures.

God gives us wealth – so we will use it to worship Him.

4. Giving to the Lord is the first thing we should do with our money - not the second, the middle or the last.


Why giving/tithing is so important . . .

1. It is an antidote to materialism and greed.

"Beware, and be on your guard against every form of covetousness (greed)"
	Luke 12:15
Wanting material things too much is 
incredibly dangerous for your soul.

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to get rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful devices that plunge people into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”
	I Timothy 6:6-10	 
To give is not to buy.

2. It puts a reign on ever expanding spending.

Spending expands to fill the income.


Concerning God and your money . . .

1. As God increases our standard of living – we increase our standard of giving.

“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”
2 Corinthians 9:10, 11

The more you give, the more God will enable you to give.

2. God does not oppose our income climbing –He opposes us investing it only in ourselves.
“If God increases our income, He is not putting his stamp of approval on a life of luxury; He is commissioning us to the exhilarating and joyful mission of tremendous and creative generosity. Make as much as you want so that you can give as much as you can.”
	John Piper

God’s first priority in increasing our wealth is 
not so that we can become more extravagant in our living –
but that we can be extravagant in our giving.

What’s mine is mine – I will keep it.
to
What’s mine is God’s – I will share it.

“Give generously . . . and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.”
Deuteronomy 15:10

“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.”
	1 Timothy 6:17,18

 “The only money that we can count on seeing again is the money we invest in the kingdom of God.”
	Philip Ryken

“You cannot take it with you but you can send it on ahead.”
	Randy Alcorn

“Store up yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
	Matthew 6:19-21

If you lay up treasures on earth,
 people have no reason to think your Father in heaven is glorious.

What about building wealth for retirement or unforeseen circumstances?

God is worthy of your trust in your giving.

Giving/tithing ultimately comes down to a faith issue.

Faith leads to obedience.
Disobedience is always rooted in distrust.

“If we don’t faithfully give to the Lord, we don’t really trust the Lord . . . our giving is evidence of our faith and obedience.”
	Warren Wiersbe

“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully.  . . . And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.”
2 Corinthians 9:6,8,10, 
 
God can be trusted to take of your needs when you give to honor Him.

Lessons learned . . .

1. Give God the first and best of all your life, not just your finances.

2. Budget your life around your giving, not your giving around your life
 
3. Set aside God’s portion first before you spend anything else.
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