By Faith
Hebrews 11:8-10

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God.”
Hebrews 11:8-10

When it comes to faith:

· We are to respond promptly in obedience to the Lord’s direction.

“Can you imagine that?  He packed up his things and led his wife, Sarah, from the comfort and security of his homeland to head to God-knows-where!  This is even more amazing when we realize that Abraham and Sarah weren’t a newlywed couple with an adventurous spirit and a world of possibilities ahead of them.  He was 75 years old and had accumulated a half-century’s worth of personal possessions.  How did he explain this to his family and friends.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Chuck Swindoll in Living Insights

Abraham responded because of His confidence in God and the authority God had in his life.

An inward faith always responds with outward actions.

· We are to respond to the information we have at the moment.


Why doesn’t God tell us everything right up front when we walk by faith?

1. If we had all the information up front, we wouldn’t need any faith.

2. Sometimes we are not ready for full information. 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will tell you what is yet to come.”
 John 16:12

From the text - to live by faith . . .

1. You must adjust your timetable to God’s.

“To your offspring I will give this land.”
	Genesis 12:7

God often unfolds His plan over extended periods of time – 
don’t expect instant results.

There was Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
then Joseph,
then 400 years in Egypt,
then Moses,
then 40 years in the wilderness
and then finally under Joshua God fulfilled his promise to Abraham:
 “To your offspring I will give this land.”

“Waiting is not an interruption of God’s plan – 
waiting is part of God’s plan.
Waiting is not about what you get at the end of the wait; 
it's about what you become as you wait.”

Waiting strengthens our faith
and develops a heart that trusts in God.

Your calling to walk by faith is always accompanied by God’s commitment 
to help you grow in faith – which takes time.

You may want instant answers or deliverance right now, 
whereas God wants you to learn some things so that you can be of benefit to others.

2. Don’t become too contented or get too comfortable in one place.

“By faith [Abraham] made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country.

“made his home like a stranger” is a single word in the original language which means “to dwell beside” or “to live as a temporary resident.”

“He lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.” 

“tents” speak of impermanence, of the possibility of moving on at any moment, of the fact that you live on land you do not personally own.

Faith keeps us limber and flexible 
and ready to respond to God’s leading.

To walk by faith, you should not get 
too comfortable in any place in your life.

God may not call you to leave your home, but he may call you to rearrange your priorities or take on a new challenge or move to a new place in your life.

3. Don’t ever take your eyes off the promises or the prize.

 “By faith he made his home in the promised land … as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.” 

When you follow God’s leading, 
be ready to camp out on God’s promises.

“To live by faith means that you practice a stubborn faith – 
and you set up a tent-city on the promises of God.”

What is “a stubborn faith”?

It is a resolute and unyielding reliance on God's character and promises, even when facing challenging circumstances or delays.

“Not one of all the LORD’s good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.” 
                  Joshua 21:45

“For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” 
Hebrews 11:10 

Faith always reminds us that there was something better 
than what we are presently experiencing.

“It is amazing how far Abraham saw by faith. He lived two thousand years before Christ, and we live two thousand years after Him.  Yet Abraham, believing that what God had said would take place, looked across forty centuries of time and beyond to the day when God would bring to earth a city with eternal foundations.  Because of that hope he was content to dwell his whole life in tents, looking for God’s fulfillment.” 
	Ray Stedman in The IVP New Testament Commentary Series

The reason that we can endure in the present
 is because of what the future holds.

When we live by faith we will not focus on the hardship of the journey 
but on the reward of the eternal destination.

Abraham knew he was going to heaven, and that changed his whole perspective on life.

Following God will sometimes lead you to make decisions that 
those around you simply will not understand.

Following God’s will doesn’t guarantee worldly success.


Lessons learned:

1. A God-centered faith is characterized by a lofty vision.

How is your vision this morning?

Are you nearsighted – focused on the things that are only right in front of you?

Do material and temporal things trump the eternal and spiritual?

2. A God-centered faith is marked by a passionate pursuit.

What is the trajectory of your life . . . your plans, your ambitions, your investments, and your goals?

Are you passionately pursuing an intimate relationship with Jesus and spending your time and energy that will outlast this world?

3. A God-centered faith demonstrates a selfless abandon.

Is there a willingness to release all earthly things for the sake of following God’s will?


