Announcements
Slide One of my closest friends is Hussain, is Afghani and has a ministry to Muslims by Facebook, satellite tv and YouTube. He was a Muslim saved by God’s grace. He does live shows, and they are also broadcast by Satellite and people can call in with questions and to respond. This is primarily in Dari (Afghanistan & Iran) and Urdu (Pakistan & India). 
Slide Hussain isn’t just a friend, we part of small Muslim ministry team that films gospel films on location in Israel. We did one trip in 2019 and another in 2023 – basically filming gospel sermons on site in Israel to be  used for the show. The response from Muslims has been incredible. God saw it fit to bring our family to Petsworth. That means that Petsworth has some role to play in this ministry. More on that at a later time.
Prayer
Story
I am sure you have had encounters like this in your life – we are going to look at an unplanned encounter in the Bible.
Slide This morning we are going to look at a story in the Gospel of Luke (if you want to turn in your Bibles we will be in Luke chapter 7)  – “An Unexpected Encounter with the Savior” Within this narrative, we will see 5 encounters that happen and apply it to our lives today.
Slide Luke 7:11–17 (ESV) 
11 Soon afterward (or the next day) he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. 
First, let’s look at the context of this story. Chronologically, this is early in the ministry of Jesus. If we look at the big picture, Jesus has begun his ministry, he has called his twelve apostles, and preached the sermon on the mount.  Directly before this story in the chapter is the story of Jesus healing the servant of the centurion. That happened in Capernaum up on the north side of the sea of Galilee. 
Slide Then this story happens in Nain – it is southwest of the sea of Galilee about 5 miles south of Nazareth – it is about 30 miles from Capernaum to Nain – or it would take about 12 hours to walk it. Keep that in mind – it is an important detail.  Let’s look at the first encounter of the story.
Slide 1 A crowd encounters a crowd – 11 Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out…and a considerable crowd from the town was with her As is typical with Jesus, he his disciples with him and a crowd is tagging along too. From other verses in this section of Luke, we can determine Luke is not just referring to the 12 apostles but also other dedicated followers like Mary Magdalene & Joanna.  And there is the crowd. Did they all follow him from Capernaum? Did he pick people up along the way? We don’t know…what it does seem like is that the people in Nain didn’t know he was coming. They had their own sad story, their own tragedy that they were dealing with. And a considerable crowd from the town is coming out with the funeral procession. 
The verb structure in Greek suggests that Jesus and the crowd approach the city entrance and stop…then “behold.” Immediately, the crowd from the city is coming out. Let’s use a bit of imagination – a woman, a widow, has lost her adult son. Not a good position to be in during that time. Professional mourners usually accompanied funerals along with friends and family – they were wailing and lamenting as the town is coming along – the widow is trudging along, tears in her eyes, crying…  you have probably been in these moments of intense grief – you don’t really notice what is going on around you. Suddenly she looks up and there is another crowd being led by this man.  
Let’s think about it – we have to make a choice about this story – was this a chance encounter – or did Jesus time it perfectly to arrive when they were leaving the city? In those days, and still today by the way in Israel, when someone died they buried them that day if there was time. Or if they died late in the day, they would be buried the next morning. I just read a couple weeks ago about an Israeli soldier killed in Gaza. He died in the morning and the funeral was 10:30 that night. So, the son was dead less than 24 hours. Jesus was intentional. Remember, it’s 12 hours of walking so we can be pretty certain when Jesus left Capernaum this guy was still alive.
Either Jesus was really lucky and just happened to arrive at the right time, or Jesus knew exactly what time that man would die and exactly what time they would be hauling him out of town and he planned to arrive just then. I hope you trust and know that we can only choose the second option. Everything Jesus did was at the exact right time – never early, never late. 
The meeting of these two crowds happened at just the right time at the just the right place. In fact, the entire life of Jesus, the entire gospel was timed perfectly. 
Slide Galatians 4:4–5 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. Fullness of time – that means when the time had been completed – NIV says when set time had fully come; NLT when the right time came. Jesus had to be born when he was. Have you ever thought about that? We kind of glaze over the genealogies, but Matthew’s says 14 generations from Abraham to David, 14 from David to the exile to Babylon and 14 from Babylon to Jesus. This verse tells us that Jesus was born at the perfect time in history, the perfect moment. Why? So we could be redeemed. 
Slide That leads us to Romans 5:6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Jesus died on the cross for our sins at the perfect time in history. That is the single most important event in human history. And it had to happened when it did. This miracle, like everything Jesus did, was done just at the right time. If you are here and have put your faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, you had an encounter with the Gospel at just the right time – if you haven’t today is the right time. Today is the day of salvation!
By way of application this week, I want us to identify with someone in the story & ask a question with each encounter. I think we can identify with the people following Jesus, trying to see where he is leading us and what he will do. 
Slide Question 1: Do I trust God’s timing?
If Jesus was born at the right time, died at the right time, raised the widow’s son at the right time, did everything he did at the right time – how is he not going to be intentional with us? It is hard to wait. The scripture is full of people that waited on the Lord. Maybe today you are waiting for the Lord on something. There are so many things we could be waiting on – you don’t need me to tell you what you are waiting on right now. But you do need me to remind that we can trust that God is intentional and that he will act at the right time. The way God acts might be to say no, or to call us or a loved one home…But do we trust God to act in the right way at the right time?
Now the story goes from crowds meeting to something more personal. 
Slide 2 The man of sorrows encounters a grieving mother – his mother, and she was a widow…And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” There are some old Jewish writers explain during that time in the Galilee the mother and women would lead the funeral procession. The Savior at the head of his column and the devastated widow at the head of hers. When Jesus approaches this woman, he is moved with compassion. The Greek literally says he was moved in his bowels, (I made a joke about that with the teens a couple weeks ago, but I will leave it alone). The NIV says his heart went out to her…we equate emotion with the heart they did with the bowels. 
Who better to meet this grieving widow than the person Isaiah 53 describes as a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. Jesus knows what is happening and sees her grief and his first words to her are don’t weep. Why does he say this? He says the same thing later to Jarius’ family when he is going to raise his daughter from the dead. Is Jesus saying we should never mourn? No, of course not. We are talking about Jesus, he wept at the death of Lazarus, he cried over the city of Jerusalem because of their unbelief, Jesus was moved with compassion for the helpless crowds, and he shed tears of blood as he faced the cross.
Jesus is not saying we should never lament or never cry. So what is going on here? I am going to suggest 3 reasons he tells the widow to stop crying. First is practical – Jesus wants the widow to see what he is going to do. He doesn’t want the tears to block her view of him and the miracle. Second, I believe he is extending an invitation of faith. Jesus wants her to take that first step of tiny faith and stop weeping. She can’t raise her son back to life, she has nothing to offer. All she can do is trust. Third, I think Jesus is giving a shadow of what is to come. This man did eventually die again. We all live in the already not yet - But there is something else coming.  The command to do not weep is a shadow, a hint of what is coming for those who follow Christ. In Revelation chapter 21 we read that there will be a new heaven and a new earth – and God will live with his people and we will live with him. Slide And then verse 4 says. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
No understanding of the gospel is complete without this truth. The gospel saves us from our sin, and it gives us life everyday as we become more like Christ. Christ is with us in our suffering and pain now.  And, the Gospel gives us hope for the future. Eternity with Jesus without suffering and tears. Hope for life now and hope for the future. All made possible because the man of sorrows suffered for us.
I think we can all put ourselves in the shoes of this widow. We all have suffered loss – after all, Shakespeare said “when sorrows come, they come not single spies. But in battalions.” 
Slide Question 2 – Do I lament with Jesus and eternity in view? Lament, sorrow, grief it is part of the life of a Christian. Around 2/3rds of the Psalms are Psalms of lament. But like the widow, don’t let your grief hide you from seeing Jesus. We grieve, but we grieve with hope – with our eyes on Jesus.
Slide 3 The pure only son encounters an unclean only son –  a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother… Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. It is interesting that the world used for only son in this passage is the same as used for Jesus in John 3:16. Only begotten if you grew up learning it in the King James like me. Monogeenaes He is begotten, not in the sense of born but in the sense he and God have the identical essence. Jesus is part of the trinity and has always existed. He came to earth and lived a perfect, sinless life – 100% God & 100% Man at the same time.  The description of Jesus as the only son is a description in human terms so that we can better understand the trinity. This is all essential so that he could be the one to pay the price for our sin. Jesus encountered the grieving mother and now her dead, one & only son. 
This man, like all of us, was a sinner and unlike Jesus wasn’t perfect. Also, he was dead which made him unclean ceremonially according to Jewish law. Jesus comes right up and touches the bier – he makes himself ceremonially unclean. He didn’t have to do that. He could have raised the man without touching him. Then again, Jesus liked to do that kind of thing. Right after the Sermon on the Mount - he heals a leper, but he touches him – makes himself ceremonially unclean. He also dines with tax collectors and visits Samaritans and interacts with Gentiles. These are all things the religious leaders would consider unclean.  
Why? On a practical level, Christ is showing us that we are all equal and loved by God. All people are image bearers of God and have value. Why do our people go to Camp Parc and spend a week or more working with the intellectually disabled? I don’t know everyone’s motivation, but I can tell you why it is so important. It elevates and gives value to people that the world shoves aside. That is why this church goes to the nursing homes and ministers in the jails. The world values people for what they can do, their talents, their money, their status – but God values people because he created and designed each one of us. The Gospel elevates us all to someone Jesus was willing to die for!
I also think Jesus touches the dead man’s bier because it is a symbol of his coming sacrifice. He is also showing us the substitutionary death that he would die so that we could be saved slide - 2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. The perfect son lived but was destined to die so this sinner who was dead could live. And we, who were dead in our sins, could be made alive.
Here, I think at some point we have all been like the dead son – pushed aside, ignored, considered unfit or unclean. Slide Question 3-  Do I view people in God’s way or the world’s way? Do I look at people and see their financial status, or political party, or ethnicity, or fill in the blank with whatever you were hoping I didn’t say. Or do I look at people and see an image bearer of the living God that Jesus died for?
Slide 4 The author of life encounters the enemy death – And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. In the book of Acts, Peter calls Jesus the author of life, in John Jesus calls himself the bread of life and simply “the life”. Death is called the last enemy in 1 Corinthians. What an amazing visual example of the defeat of death by Jesus – this story is looking forward to the death of Christ on the cross and to the 2nd coming when death is ultimately defeated. 
This is such an important Gospel story because it is the first time during his earthly ministry that Jesus has a fight with death. According to the Biblical record, up to this point there had only been 3 resurrections – Elijah raised a widow’s son and Elisha raises the Shunammite’s son (more about these in a few minutes). The third is that strange story about the people throwing a body in Elisha’s grave and him coming back to life. That all happened about 800 years before Jesus was on earth. Later, Jesus would raise Jarius’ daughter and Lazarus. It is interesting to me, 3 resurrections Nain during the funeral, Capernaum during the funeral and Lazarus after the funeral
What does Jesus do in this story? In English he speaks 7 words to the dead man – Jesus most likely was speaking Aramaic – it was only 5 or 6 words. That is all it took – but really, he could have done it without speaking. He didn’t need the words to defeat death in this story, but Jesus spoke so the people could see it was really him that did the miracle. And what happens when he speaks? – the man sits up, he begins talking, and Jesus gives him back to his mother. Three proofs of life – such a wonderful image of the power of the Gospel.
Slide Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins Without Christ, we were dead like that man – he was being carried on a funeral bier…we were following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, we were carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath. Slide But oh then we have Ephesians 2:5 (NLT) that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 
And what is our proof of life? The Holy Spirit! We have the seal of the Holy Spirit. And we have the proof of a changed life. We are new creations and walk in the life of the Spirit with the fruit of the Spirit.
We are all the son in the story. Slide Question 4 – are you sitting up alive or dead on the bier?  You may be thinking, wow that’s harsh. No, that’s the truth of God’s word. Either you have placed your faith in the death burial and resurrection of Jesus for your sins and have been made alive and righteous in God’s sight - or you haven’t and are dead in your sins. Believers, are you living like you are alive? We all climb back on the funeral bier sometimes don’t we…
Slide 5 The Truth encounters misinterpretation – 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. How do the crowds respond to this miraculous encounter? This is the first resurrection in centuries – also chronologically this is early in the ministry of Jesus. These people from Nain probably haven’t seen a miracle – maybe they heard about it from someone. Jesus hasn’t done many miracles in this part of Galilee. So their first reaction is fear – that is probably a natural response. The people also glorified God – they praised God when they recognized him working through the miracle. But this time, like with many people today, that is the only response, or it doesn’t lead to a true encounter with the Gospel. 
Let’s go back to Elijah and Elisha – Elijah raised a widow’s son and gave him back to his mother. That happened up in what is today Lebanon. Elisha raised the Shunammite’s son – that happened in Shunam which is only a few miles south of Nain – slide today it is a village called Sulam. From archaeology, we know that Shuman wasn’t inhabited in the time of Jesus, the people have moved over the hill to Nain. Every time I drive here, I go by Walter Reed’s birthplace – he was an army doctor that made some discoveries about yellow fever and mosquitos. If we remember that, don’t you think these people remembered that they lived where someone was raised from the dead!
But the crowd here misses something – they say a great prophet has arisen. Grammar is important – they don’t say the prophet – they say a great prophet. Back during the book of Deuteronomy, God told Moses to tell Israel he would raise up a prophet like Moses from Israel and the words of God would be in his mouth. And God said that Israel should listen to this prophet.  God is promising them a prophet like no other – this is a Messianic prophecy about Jesus. 
The people in Nain are classifying Jesus more like another Elijah or another Elisha. They don’t recognize he is THE prophet, the Messiah. I think this happens so much today, maybe more than ever. People recognize the greatness of Jesus, but they fall short in their understanding. They see him be compassionate to the poor and champion him as a defender of the downtrodden. They see Jesus show love and teach turning the other cheek and maybe try to lift him up as an example of pacifism. They see his great moral teachings and laud him as a great moral teacher. But, they stop there…  they don’t see him as God, as the one true way to eternal life. They want to add Jesus into their belief system or continue on with life as usual and try to have a little bit of Jesus with it. 
Slide Last March, I was in the village of Nain to film a gospel show with our ministry team. Today, Nain is a Muslim village with a few hundred people – they are citizens of Israel. There is a church in the middle of town from the 1800s but it is built on the foundation of a church that goes back to the 4th century. Not many people go there anymore – not sure why. If you read Mark Twain’s account of his visit to the Holy Land they went to this church in Nain. 
Slide What is interesting is that there is a mosque across the alley from the church and an older Muslim graveyard behind the church. It was put there because Muslims in the area knew the story about Jesus raising the son – so they buried their sons and husbands there hoping maybe that would happen again. It’s a bit ironic but really tragic – but that is how our culture treats Jesus too. We want some of the good stuff from him but don’t want that commitment of being his follower. We want him as our Savior, maybe our helper, but not our Master. 
The other response is the people say that God has visited his people – again so close to the truth but yet tragically far from it. They see this as a visit of God’s power through one of his prophets.  – He visited or passed through. He came and he went. 
But this was more than just a visit from a prophet full of God’s power. It is the fulfillment of the promise of the Messiah. Slide Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Immanuel – God with us present tense. The Law taught us that there was nothing we could do to get to God – all other religions teach you have to do all these different religious things to reach God. The Gospel teaches us that we could do nothing to reach God, but God came to us. Slide  John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
In the last verse, we see that this made Jesus even more famous and well known. Chapter 8 tells us that people from town after town came to see him and hear him. How many of them stayed with Jesus? How many really accepted him as Messiah? We don’t know, but from the rest of the gospels probably most did not – and many left Jesus along the way when his message of discipleship got more difficult. 
Here, you choose who you are in the story – are you a disciple, one of the crowd, one of residents of Nain? Question 5 – Is Jesus my everything or just something added on?
Each one of us that has put our faith in the Gospel has our own resurrection story, our own Nain story. We have been raised from death to life – why? To live a life of fully committed to Christ, to be his disciple. Here is the amazing thing – It isn’t in our power. When Jesus calls us to do something he also gives us the power to do it. But, the choice must be made. 
The world is a difficult, dangerous place. There is sorrow and tragedy and hardship. They experienced it in Nain 2,000 years ago just as we do now.
Slide Dallas Willard -  “In such a world God intrudes, gently and in many ways, but especially in the person of Jesus Christ. It is he who stands for love, as no one else has ever done, and pays the price for it. His crucifixion is the all-time high-water mark of love on earth. No other source, whether inside or outside of religions, even comes close to what God in Christ shows of love.”
Story

