Why Sin Still Matters
A Fresh Look at Some Old Sins
Genesis 3:1-6

“Mom, it is so dumb that Adam and Eve sinned just to get a piece of fruit. I would never have done that.  The world was perfect.  Why would they ruin it for something so small? And why would God punish them for that?  It was just a piece of fruit.”

Satan undermined their trust in God 
which led to their disobedience against God.

How did Satan do this?

1. Satan questioned God’s Word.

“Has God said?”

We are often tempted to sin at a point of restraint and limitation.

2. Satan contradicts God’s Word.

“You surely shall not die.”

3. Satan falsely characterized Eve’s own capability and nature.

“You will be like God.”

“good for food; a delight to the eyes, desired to make one wise”
Genesis 3:6 

Our sin is rooted in not believing God, not believing in His goodness and love, 
not obeying His Word, and thinking we know best.

Pride
Envy
Anger
Sloth
Greed
Gluttony
Lust

“I have come that you might have life and have it to the full.”
	John 10:10

“In his pride the wicked does not seek Him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.”
		Psalm 10:4

“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’’
1 Peter 5:5


The poison of pride (why it is such deadly sin) . . .

1. Pride damages our relationship with God.

“Though the Lord is on high, yet He regards the lowly; but the proud He knows from afar.”
	Psalm 138:6

2. Pride damages our relationship with other people.


Areas of pride that we must constantly be on guard against . . .

1. The pride of moral self-righteousness.

“God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.”
The Pharisee from Luke 8:11

“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
	Psalm 51:5 

“Rather than feeling morally superior to those who practice the flagrant sins we condemn, we ought to feel deeply grateful that God by His grace has kept us from, or perhaps rescued us from, such a lifestyle.”
	Jerry Bridges

2. The pride of correct doctrine.

“Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that ‘We all possess knowledge.’ But knowledge puffs up while love builds up.”
	1 Corinthians 8:1

3. The pride of achievement.

Hard work does lead to success.

“The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied.” 
	Proverbs 13:4

Success in any endeavor is under the sovereign control of God.

“The Lord makes poor and makes rich; He brings low and He exalts.”
	1 Samuel 2:7

“For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west nor from the south.  But God is the Judge: He puts down one and exalts another.”
	Psalm 75:6-7

“What do you have that you did not receive?”  
	1 Corinthians 4:7

4. The pride of an independent spirit.

“Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.”
	Proverbs 9:9

“Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among the wise.”
	Proverbs 19:20	

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who have to give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with groaning for that would be of no advantage to you.”
	Hebrews 13:17


Putting pride in its place . . .

1. Be humbled by the greatness of God.

“The cancerous sin of self-promotion begins to wither and die in the radiation of God’s glory.”
	Brian Hedges	

“Boast in the Lord.” 
Psalm 34:2, Jeremiah 9:23-24, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

2. Reflect on the wonder of the cross.


“God forbid I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
Galatians 6:14 

“There is only one thing I know of that crushes me to the ground and humiliates me to the dust, and that is to contemplate the cross . . . Nothing else can do it.  When I see that I am a sinner – that nothing but the Son of God on the cross can save me, I’m humbled to the dust.  Nothing but the cross can give me this spirit of humility.”
	Martyn Lloyd Jones

“Nothing in history or in the universe cuts us down to size like the cross.  All of us have inflated views of ourselves until we visit a place called Calvary.  It is there, at the foot of the cross, that we shrink to our true size.”
	John Stott

“was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
Philippians 2:6–8


